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Maning some with four feet and
some %,ith feathers, no less than
men. It is well to have them
about us. We can go tu themn
now and then for lessons-lusbons
in caini, in content, in the art of
living in the preserit, in simîi.,*y,
in truth, in health, in strength,
most of ail in modesty- for wve
canniot sec, without admining. thuir
many economies sud shifts, thetir
skill and ingenuity, their self-
sufficing gifts, and, seeing thche,
we ought to understand that wve
bave not yet corne to the high top
of power or mind or morals. Thun
these humbler creatures have so
xnany of our tricks that it is
enlightening to, watch them. They
prove in a hundred ways their
cousinship, and convince us that
we have not evolved vastly beyond
their state, if we have not fallen
below their splendid physical con-
,dition. I{ad we tbe strengtb of a
bear, the speed of a horse, the
faithfulness and courage of a dog.
the craft of a suake, the liberty of
,an engle, tbe endurance of a camel,
the complacency of a cat, the
patience of an ant, the beauty of
an oriole, the joyousness of a
bobolink, the wisdom that an owl
ought to bave, wvhst a race wvere
ours! Every wide-minded man
probably feels, at some trne in bis
life, that be bas suff ered a depriv-
ation in flot knowiug the brutes
better than he does. We try to
maake up for this ignorance by
keeping a dog snd a cat, tbougb
neither is of much use to us, and,
whether we %vil] or no, we barbor
a thousand minor peoples-birds,
mice, wveasels, squirrels, motbs,
flics, spiders, %vornis-to whomn we
stili may turn for useful hints and
confortsble companionship.

While 1 like to sec the assimila-
tion of hunan traits and even the
copyinig of sonie buman capers by
tnese littie brothers, it is a painful
thing to find thern marching to the
crack of a whip, standing on the.ir
heads with violent misgivings in
their legs, riding a-horseback with

iruploring in their faces, cringing
at the firing of pistols, and heavily
dancing to music that means
nothing to them. Trained animais
show remarkably what mon cau
make them do, but artifice is sel-dom so interesting as nature, and
it is in their truc characters, rather
than as clumsy imitators of other
species. that tliey deserve our
notice best. After we get acq-
uainted we flnd their personal
traits to be as wvell marked as our
own, and shown more frankly, for
animais neyer put on a Society
gloss, unless tbey fear injuries
froni us, if they fail to appreciatt
or reverence our worships. I do
not want a frightened or furtive
animal about nie. I prefer bum
affectionate. If he is that, bie will
be moderately obedient, whereas
if hie "minds" through fear, hie will
be immoderately untrue to himself.

Our two cats are twins, but thcy
are as different from each other as
the Indian is different froni the
white man. Slubberly Tumults
takes after bis father, and is
aristocratie. H1e lacks only orne
or two points of bcing a prize cat.
His fur is like velvet, beautifully
striped like a tigcr's; his eyes have
sbpectacle mnarkings, ;vhich show
high breeding; hie is finely formed,
large, healthy, spry, and the worst
crank that goes on legs. Taggs,
bis brother, lacks only one point of
hein g an "ornery- back-flence cat,
arid fbat is bis good nature. There
is just onie being with whom
Tumuits will endure on kindly
terms, and that is Taggs. H1e is
everybody else's enemy, except for
three or four minutes in the morn-
ing, wvhen he meets us for the first
time in the day sud expects bis
breakfast; but though he and
Taggs wvill cuff each other in play,
no people were ever kinder to each
other than these two. In their box
before the kitchen fire on a cold
-%vinter night with their anas about
each other they are as pretty a
sight as a couple of children, who
would surely have gone to sleep
kicking ratiier than buggirig. If
tbey are awakenied, they fai to
licking each other. At meal-tin2es


