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Venders of Ardent Spirit.

AT a time when a general cffort is making in our
land to wipe away the blot of intomperance, pormit
us in a friendly manuer to 3uggest a fow consider-
ations to you, who form so large a class of the
trading community. The duty is the mors impo-
ricus, as it must ho admitted that you have had a
large agency in preduciog and perpotuating a stato
of things which we all deploro.

We do not :;spronch you in tho spirit of angry
crimiaation. o one has a right to uso harsh cen-
sure, whoa we have all, direcgy or indirectly, con-
tributed to the establishmecut of those habits in so-
ciety which make the demand for liquor so exten-
sive, and which has, perhaps, inuocently led so
many into that branch of business which supplies
the demand. But it is tirke to retrace our stops.—
Mauy of our fellow citizens bave already done so 5
and thut your duty might be set in a clear light, we
tako this method of suggesting the following con-
siderations to your serious rofloction.

It is not tho objcct of this paper to array hefore
you tho mischiefs of intemporance. We have grown
so familiar with the horrible {eatures of the mnonster,
that we survey him with indifference. The destruc-
tion of health, the loss of character, the idle habits,
the conscqueant poverty; the accompanyiug vice, the
breach of every relative obligation, the ruin of do-
anestic happiness, ?rcmaturo death and cternal per-
dition, aro the well known, the almost uniform at-
tendants on tho immoderato use of strong dank.—
‘The history of millions in tho grave, aand ten thou-
sands on their way thither, is proof sufficicnt of the
danger which the moderate use of liquor will certain-
ly entail on no small portion of society. Men may
plead for its temperate use, but there is no arguing
agaiast fucts. It is a fact, while human naturo re-
mains what it is, susceptiblo in sout md body to tho
influenco of insiduous habit, that so long as liquor is
used, it will be extensively abused. Every man is
liable to do so. The drunkard unce drank temper-
ately, and he continucd to thiuk himself a temperate
man long after bis friends knew him to be beyond
recovory.  Why not, then, as 2 stop of safety to
ourselves, and of benevolence to others, at once
und entirely rclinqaish the vse of ardent spirit? No-
thing will bo lost by such a measure. That the
consumption of distilled liquors neither increases
strongth, nor prevents nor curcs disease, might he
made abundantly evident from the best medical au-
thoritics.  He that would retain 1t becauso he likes
it, is of all others the very man who should imme-
diately and entirely abstain, before he is wrecover-
ably gone.  If you do not lovs it, the resolution of
total abstinenco will be no sucrifice at all.  Why
not then totally abstain from that which, doiug nu
good, exposes to a great temptation, and thus throw
the wholo weight of your example into the seale of
sound morality ?

At tho samo time wo intreat you, by all that is
sacred in conscionco, patriotism, aud philauthiropy.
not to stop here; but, by refusing to sell hquor, re-
fusc any longer to tompt the virtue, or to live upon
tho viees of your fcflow men.  While hquors form
so itnportaat an article iu cvery store of necessanes ;
so long as, in some iuviting form, they meet the
sense, and tompt the appette of men wherover they
go. a groat barricr must oxist 1n the way of reforn-
auon. If intemperance would ba crim:al i your-
sclf, is it not wrong to supply the moans of incbri-
ation to another? If 2 third person reap the profits
of your conscicntiousness, by vonding the article
which you refused to sell, is your obligation at all
dinnmished by lus want of principle?  f :t ho erim-
inal 1n aoy way to add to the amount of buian
musery, then 13 not ho who muluphes the facilities
of drmking enminal 7 If 1t bo enmnwal to sncreaso

the dificulty of viwe, and spread the ssare ofyin theis storea.

pussion, and energy to dopravity, be most dueply
criminal ! Good men doubtless ¥mvo unthinkiugly
been engaged in this traffic. But with the light now
pouring upon thie moral sense of the community,
good men «auvot much louger deal iu the accursed
thing. Good men huve oven eommanded slave
ships; but he who should now trade in the persons
and liborties of lus fellow men, would be brauded
with an infamy indelible as that of Cain. Yot
intomperance has seized ou more victims, ioflicted
moroe suffering, iustizated to more crime, occasioned
a groater waste of life, aud entailed & more deplora-
ble bondage, than the slave-trade, with all the hor-
rors of 1ts burning villages, itsheart-rending sopara-
tions, its middle passa?;c, its irons. and its bloody
scourge, the barbarism of its sbambles, and the
hopelessness of its servitudo.  We trust in God, the
timo is not far distant when public sentiment, ro-
deemed from the infatuation of custom, aud purified
from the degrading iufluenco of cupidity, shalll deem
it no less an outrage on humanity to land upon our
shores a cargo of braudy, than to disgorge upen ita
ship-load of fainished and manacled Africans.

tis a common plea with which many quiet their
consciences, that if they do not sell Liquors others
will.  Let them : will you do wrong becauso oth.es
do s0, or will their wrong doing justify you? The
same plea has beeu employed to justify the slave
trade, and almost overy other species of iuiquity.
On the same principle you might retail arsenic to a
man, knowing it was for the purpose of suicide,
because if he could not obtain it from your shop,
he would purchaso it elsoswhere. You ought tu
consider yourself, in your moral accountability, as
disconnected from every other being but tho su-
preme, at whose judgment-seat we must one day
stand. Suppose yourself the only individual in this
city vending to vour ncighbors this eneray to their
peace aud prosperty, you would be horror-struck
at the idea of so much guilt resting upon your head
alone; and yet it is not one wiut diminished by
fellowship in crime.

It is not true, however, that men will in every
case ohtaia eclsenhere what you refuse to vead.
Every distiller manufactures much in addition to
what would ctherwisc be made, and cvery retailer
adds to the quantity of what would otherwise hie cir-
culated. Let a distillery be established in a town-
ship, and the facility of converting grain into liquor
will prohably double the amouant of liquor consumed.
Leta dram-shop be opened in a neighbourhood, and
wmany an addiional dram will be taken, and oath
uttered, aud hour idly spent, by persons who would
havo heen otherwise employed had not the tewnpta-
tion heen brought sv near.  As temperate drinking
can bo shown to he the process, and the only one,
by which the appetite is created, the mao who opens
his store for the sale of spirits, doliberately engages
i tho process of making drunkards ; and the man
who for any length of time has been engaged in the
husiuess, has every reason to conclude, that some
aro confirmed drunkavds, who, but for him, would
uover have been such; that some arc now in their
grave, who, hut for him might have beea living,
tho support and comfort of their families; that some
are now in the world of despair, who, but for him,
might have been this day the prisoners of hope, and
posaibly the hcirs of heaven. You may not with
accuracy be ulle to trace the cxtont of mischief
doue, nor your share of the instrumentality in doing
it; but you kuow that thero is au awful amount of
poverty, imaorulity, wrotcheduess, discase aud
death, which would not exist if ardent pirit was
not sold, aud whiie you sell them, you contribute
all you can to that amount. How muc' Jf it is
Jjusuy chargeablo to you, will be knowa in that day
when every soerct thing shali bo brought to light.

Soms grocers plead that thoy allow of 1. tippling
at where is the difference betwecn

drink in places s0 currupt that they are incapable ot
infection. Othors will sut scll to a man alroady
intexicated, but they seil to him, when soleied,
cnovugh to make him drunk again; while anuther
class, who will not retail to the dissolute, supply the
sideboards of their regular and ural customers.~
This line of husiucss, while it has the appearanc
of deecuey, is really more pernicivus than *' +
the noisiest grog shop in the eity.  The sale ot b
to the sober 1s as much worse, than selling it to the
Jdrunken, as the sober mau is better than the diuik-
ard. ‘Thore is all the differcace which exists betwen

lunging a dagger into a corpse, and a living mau .

n the ose case, the intoxicating draught is sul! to
a man who is already a drunkard, and is, to all
good purpose, dead while heliveth. The affectiv-
ate husbund in him is dead—his best and nollest
feelings have long since oxpired. The hind paicut,
the faithful friend, the good citizen is dead.  He is
gono hoyoud the reach of further materin! injury,
and romains but tho carcass of a man.  The st
w hich your deleterious potation can do, is to huny
himn to the grave. Not so with the temporate man.
You furnish his sideboard with the mateials of
temptation 5 you send a disguised encmy into his
family circle, and erc he is aware, have struck «
blow at the heart of a living man, who is st once
an affectionate husband, a kind parent, a faithfu!
friecnd and a good citizen. ,¥Who would have 2 haud
in such a work, for ajl Mo mouney which liquor
bought and sold has ever made ?

You reprobate the gamester, who, having made
his appeal to the love of money in tho bosom of his
fellow mau, engages him in the ahsorbing uncertain-
ties of deep play, aud then wins the maouoy which
should have paid his creditors, and supported a de-
voted wife and helpless children.  In the mean time,
your appeal is made to your neighhour's luve of
drink ; and, for the consideration of the small profit
on the article supplied, you are willing to sce him
and his faniily involved in a deceper and more incus-
ably wretchedness than ever befel 2 losor at the
gaming table.  And yet the man whoin you repro-
bate might plead, as well as you, thathe did not
force his neighbour into the course pnrsued, nor,
when he was in it, cheat him of his moncy.  And
possibly Lie :ight plead, as weil as you, that if he
did pot fall into his hands, be would have become
the proy of others; and that while mouey waz to be
made, ho might as well make it as leave the golden
opportunity to others. You do in reality, as much
as ho, eat the bread of helpless chlldecn, and enrich

your house with the spoils of a2 home-—a desolated

?wmc. If this wore the only way to obtain a liveli-
hood, it were better to starve, ¢ Wo to him that
coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he
may set his nest on high, that he may be delivercd
from tho power of ovil! Thou hast consulted shame
to thy house by cutting off wany people, and hast
sinned agaiost thy soul.  For the stone shall ery vut
of the wall, and the beam of the timber shall ausw or
it Hab.2:2,11.

Tho providence of God has placed no man in such
crcutistances, that the conumissivn of sin is essen
tial tu the success of his business; or if it be, that
Lusiness is unlawful, and must be forthwith aban-
duped.  If such Le your case, there is uo time to
lisitate, whether you will sin or suffer.  1f thy right
«ye, the most impurtant of the t vo most iecious
otgans of scnse ulfund thee, i. ¢. causc thec to sin,
pluck itoutand castitframn thee  Ifthy right hand,
the member of your body upon  ..ch yuurKi<lihood
may depend, oftend thee, i. ¢. cause thee to sin, cutit
off and castit from theo ; for it iy cttor to cuterinio
lite haviug ono eyo or onc haad, s ather than, having
two oyes and two hands, to Lo cast into hill-fire.
To him who has the fear of God before his oycCs,
there is po room to hesitate which he will prefe:.

the sacrifico of abandouing a sinful traffic, or the we



