
TRINIT1Y UN[VERSITYRIEVIEW.

the destruction of tAxe H-elleiîic religion, but also uiîdermîned
t'le feundations of G-reek t'gd.For when the religiolis
liîid patriotie sentimient was gone tiiere reiained ini (reek
ti'agedy too littie cf the popular eienieîît iîecessary foi thie
p:roduction of a reaiiy latsting draina.

The writ-er of <( r'ek tragedy was bamnpered ini lus i oiiposi-
tion by imauiy rules, flot orîly arbitrary ini tîeir cliarireter,
4'Ut tlithcult, of execution.

le was tied baud and foot by the Law cf the Fitities.
X0 play was to represent a period of tiuîe long(er. thau thlat
Wl1 jeu was absolutely necessary for the actimg of if.(bag

Ofscone froiii coie place to anether was foîluiddeîî ; tiiere hlle
t0 be an absolute uuity of limre and Place.

Ag-ain, in the choice cf suibjeets tbe playxvrigbit was teî-
i'ibly barnipered. IEscluylus bas one play-Tbe Persa-
bafsed on centeiuporary Iîistory-tîe Persiaîî invasion cf
9reece -Ph rvnicbýus was fined lueavily foi liarî'owirug the feel-
îflgs cf bis Aiieniau spcctaters by a drainatic representation
of the Siege cf Miletus. lhesub ects cf traigedies weresucii as
'Ouid be adapted te the sacred or seuni sacreil cliiracter cf the
festivals at wlich they were preseîîted- the tale cf Troy divinethe story cf Iluebes, or the legenids cf national gods and
heroies, suclu as [Jionysus or Ileraýkles. Tbis confinied clicice
Of Subjects produced what it really could îlot lielp produciîîg
arld wlîat is tue weak spot cf the wvlîle cf the Greek draîina,
ý Pcverty iii the plots, a want of variety mu flic iîîcidents, a
giieral sauteeiess ii the structure and luaîiidliîug,. [t alone

ws'ufilicieut te have produced the deeay cf the draina.
lit the lîaidliiîg of tAie plays the ( I'reek playwriglit was

fU'rther terribly liaiîcpered by a rule wluîcb ljinîted the niuti-
cJr f acters allowed te be togrether on the stage at eue timn te

týWG aîud later te three actors. Aise by anotiier mile whiclî
10t'bade liirrî te exhibit on the stage anything of a nature cal-
ý4]ated te slîock the feelings or te inake bis spectators feel
ý4Jeexurfortable' Murders, deaths, suicides and the like
weee neyer acted on the stage. They were related iii long
ýPeeclîes by mnessengers and the like. Aestheticaily tlîis
41s'Y have been ail right--but it spoiled the acting.

That in spite cf ai these difficulties the Gireek tragedians
PeOduced plays whiehi have ever since coîimnided the adini-

r~iei cf the educated world as en îiasferpieces cf the
lnii intellect. is a great proof cf tîjeir stî'passiug geulus.

Ik îdtey been less lampered, we are ciispesed te saty, they
Z1id assurediy have suipassed tbemnselves. Or was it the
ýry difliculty cf their restrictions that forced tlmei te

ýkhilJit talents wlîich, under more favorable conditions,k ldhave laie dormant?

tecannet say--all we kuow is thiat tiîey producec i ras-
Piece.indit is cf crie cf these rasterpieces flîaf 1 arn

111to speak now.
ýthe Aiiqone was thç earliest of Sophocies' extant plays.

was tirst brouglit eut in B.C. 410, and se iiupressed
thAthieniax audience with the wisdoi of ifs composer

eli e hcles was irnnediately appeintel by the people as
t 0league cf rJhucydides and Pendces in the conduct cf
of 5 aiiiarx xar. Its main olject is te exhibit the strenigfh
li he love between brother and sister-a love whci cail

fY autfiority and is strenger than deatlî.
'lle ill-fated (Edipus, who, con thîe discox erv cf bis axvful

vo aewith Jocasta, liad foisaken Tliebes and 'oneit

P.oî *'ary exile, lmad ieft belîind Iiiimi txve sons, Eteocles arud
îbYices, and two daugliters, Antigeone and Ismnene, under

911ard i.nsîip cf Créon. their snother's brother.
ýholiYnices was the eider brother, and as such liad a right
l '1 fatiier's tliroue ;tît lie xas supplanted and exiled)yh1 5 l Yeunger brother Eteocles. Polynices lied te Argos,

elie rised aun ariliy and i nvaiied Thimbes for thle pur--
o f reasseî'fing bis rights. A battie eîîsiied, anîd the
~ hctî4~. siw ach othe,' iii sinigle comibat. Crecît now

ýeedeç te the thuione and iiuîîîuediately issued a proclamna-

tic11 ei'ei an hllicurîabie funeral te Eteocies, imut foi-
biddiiig anyîne, uîuder pain cf deatii, te gi xc sepuiture te
tlie remainis cf I1 o]yiices, NwIi, tliougI tflie rigli tful sove-
reigii, bal d <ied iii ari is a -gai îist bis cou nt ry.

Anitigonîe, howevci', deterii ies te brave ( reoiî's anigor,
andî te bury Poblices, anid wlien the play openis is fou nd
discusýiil.g the quesionu xxitl Isinelle, lier less audaciexis,
tiioli, as the sei1nei proves, rie less icviîîg, sister.

Jsuîeiie is toc tinir te joini Anîti gonei, whvii i slie vaiîily
t ries tii dissuade fuion li:u ha s seoiliiîgiy a foui iai'dy uiider'

\V', iieels înîif leiîi iii iji,îl xxe aie buit woiiieii,
Nex cm iiifeided te cntciîd w'itli nien.

But Anitigoixe xvilii lot iisteîî. Sue replies
lie wiiat ycîî elios.e to lie !I'This sinigle baniid
Shli bliiy Our1 lost iiiothiu'. ( iui'riois
For îîîe to take tis Iaur' andu tii(lie e
Deai' te hiuu w-l iiioy solil la- as we e mt
lIi deatu, wiuei 1 have larel fuis IioIy euifl.
Miy tiîîîe fer pleasig lin w iii scu lic ove,
Net su iluy îIiîy tuwuîrd the duid !M y hoeîc
Yciider %viii hauve no enîd. Moui, if yoii xviii,
May tiimew ciiteiipt col law s i'verc.l on High.

You sce, it is but ancflîcî pi-eseiitiient cf a very failiar
Chiristiani probleîii - We cuglit te cbey Goi ratmer tua
mltil." To bury tue deuid v.'as a diviii eliîuaîîdinenn
( ieen's decree xvas lait tue( deecee cf a ilan.

Arntigone gees -but is presuiitiy brouplit back agaiii by
oîîe <of the watciiincii xviîeî (rei bas set o'er tire coipse cf
Polviiices te sec tiiat lus decree is caried out. he wlrtcl
miai cernes iii twice the first timîîe witlî lesitating step) andu
faltering lips. knoxviig full well tlîat IlNotre loves tnie-
seîîger cf evil niews," te arîncunico te Creon that Imis tîcerce
lias been violated, aînd tliat sortie eue lias'given a rude
sepulture te the coîpsc the second tinie, xvith uîixed feel-
ings cf joy anti soi'iuw-loy te lbav c liniself escaped the
penîalty du1e te lus, careiess watching, and soirrov te have
breniglit Antigone iuit 0 troubîle as tue doer cf the tleet.

One's self te escape ulisaster is great joy:
Yet te bave drawîî a fiicd it,, iistrecss
lx îîaifiii. lit îîîy cxVii secdîrity
Toe i o5if mocre vailue tiiai auglît elle.

Antigonîe bas rio fear. Whcii confrontetl witu Creox,
sue answers boldly,

1 de-ny nuîfiuig. 1 livow the decil.
and she goes ont te tell imini tlîaf lis decree, Il cannotýever-
i-cie the infallibie, riuwritten laws cfHevr"

I)cafii wiil courne- i1 kîîew it-
X'tlitiît tlîiie ediet ;if iîefîîre tlue tiie
I cîurîîu it gain. \V'li cIlees uiif gain by deuifb,
'I'iat i x es, as I ile, ainid bondless we?
Siigit is flie serrew cf such îooîî. te me.
Butt liad 1 xii IJ'ecî îîy owîu metluci"s chilul,
Fallcii in blooui, te bce witiut a grave,
'[bat wire iniced a soi niw. 'Thiis is none.
Ai ud if tlîcu dle-inat îue fooiisii fori rry ,ieed,
I ai foclialu iii the lidgiicit of al fool.

Creoiu answers lier je words whicu are straiigcly pn-cpietic
cf the miserable dcciii xviici axvaits lijîuu.

Tue stîîbbern spirit first dotli fail.
Oft ye shall sec the sfi'uiinrrcst bair cf steel,
'['bat lire bathî hardciucd toecxtrciuuity
Slîaffercil te piecesi. A siuuuxl bit dciiiriue
Tbe fier>' stcc 1. i'nidc îîuay iiof lue allcwed
In ruie whosu lite is siiiect, tri coimuiaiir.

But Aîîfigeîîe is defiarit.
X\h cii crd 1 havi fcîîunl a fairir faine

'Ilhani 'ix i ng b' u ial tu iny'cx ovi tîjuc bruther r
AH Il ý lir') l il tell tii,'. the v ai. un i nmy d eed,
wXV.! .' Y t tii,' iu f11aie- tiei te aiitiieiity.

l iligsliip li'tli ii'li pro'fit, tis iii chutf
'l'ltt j i miay do and saY xvittc'ecr it xvil.

< Coffliuime i et a"u i s.x w


