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The Jowrnul of Bgeienliuee for FHoby Seotin,

wo have acted up to its terms faith{ully and
Lonorably, and that wo hrve shown a proper
apprecintion of tho interests committed to
our care. ‘This i3 our maiden effort in the
matter of exhibitions, and I, therefore, claim
for it that generous consideration which is
usually extended to first atiempts. All pre-
vious exhibitions liave been organized by,
and under the Immediate auspices and con-
trol of; the Local Government, who, with the
inexbaustiblo coffers of the Provincial Trea-
sury at sheir ‘back, (hear, hear) have had
comgamtivoly little pecuniary responsibility.
With us it is different. Wo are more or lcss
tied down, 8o thet the undertaking assumes
something of the risky character of a specu.
Iation. Nevertheless it is one into which we
have entered with good beart, wishing to
kecp pace with the “spirit of the times,” and
endorsing in this practical manner what we
believe to be the growing sentiment of the
people of Nova Scotin in regard to the prin-
ciple of annual exbibiticns. May I not say
that it is asserted very practically here to-dsy,
in a manner which leaves no doubt of its pop-
ularity, and waich must convince all who
witness and all who read of the scene before
us, that it is the declared wish of the people
tbat these displays and competitions shall be
of yearly occurrence in our Province. In
this we are onll’{;'ollowing the examplo set us
by the larger Provinces, and if we may judge
by tha frequency of exhibitions held in On-
tario, we may truly say that the feeling thero
has reached fever hoat. During the ?ast 8ix
weeks somo seven or eight, perbaps more,
sgricultural shows and fairs have been hold,
and each one has been attended with a full
measure of suceess, Ofthese the largest were,
of course, those held at Toronto and Ottawa,
which were monster gatherings,Jopened under
vice:! auspices, and attended by thousands
from all parts of tha Dominion.

. While 1 am alluding to the Ottawa Exhi-
bition, T may be permitted to enter a mild
protest againat the term Dominior, as applied
to that exhibition, inasmuch as that the ginr-
itime Provinces were rot_represonted in any
measure there, nor do I believe that they
were intended {6 be; in fact there was no
representation from this Provinee, and I have
yet to ]egrn that Quebec, Ontario and Mani-
toba, which divided the honors and spoils,
constitute all Canada. The term was a mis-
nomer, and was practically admitted to be
such by His Excellency the Governor-Gene-
ral, who in his opening address upon that
occasion, advocated as an original suggestion
an annual exhibition to bs removed from
Province to Province in each snccessive
year. This would give it a bona fide Domi-
nion character, and as tho idea emanates
from a source, which of all others commands
most attention in this country, we may hope
that it will not be a lowed to rank as a mere
passing allusion, but that it will ripen into
action, secuning to each Province the privi-
letﬁe of being, as it were, the host of all
others, drawing us closer together commer-
cially and socially, thus advancing the moral
and material interests of the whole.

. Coming from the contemplation of this
hxﬁiher order cof things, to tho level upon
which we stand to-day, I may say it is not
my place or intention to attempt any refer-
ence in detail to the accumulated treasures
which surround us. Tho representatives of
the press bave been busily engaged in pre-
pm%uthesc, and will place them befors you
in & full and reliable manner. I desire, how-

over, to refer to two or three objects which
add mach to tho interest of the display in
this building.  Suspended from the southern
gallery is o fragile boat, termed a “sholl,”
which hus a history. I had also hoped to
have been ablo to point to a hiandsome picce
of plate, which nlso has a history. I have
Jjust been informed that it hns not yet arrived,
but will, in all probability, to-morrow. I re.
fer to tho Merchants' Cup, so that wo will
consider it as ono of the exhibits. Theso
Jjointly proclaim the prowess of our Nova
Scotian youth on sca and land. The one
is the boat in which Warren Smith sped
away from tho champion oarsmen of New
Brunswick and Pittsburg, tho other is tho
London Merchants' Cup, carricd off by our
volunteers in the recent rifle contest at Ot~
tawa, They tell of victory to our Nova
Scotian arms, bloodless, it is truc, but nonc
thu less deserving of tho boeat praises wo can
sing. Thoro is also a very interesting speci-
men of our productions in a glass case, under
the opposite gallery, in the shape of a brick
of gold from the Montagu mines, valued at
seven thousand six hundred and fifty dolars,
and forming the best recent illustration of
the mineral wealth of the Province. These
are all sent here to add to value of onr col-
lection and not for competition, and I consider
that in singling thom out I am merely making
a recognition to which thoy are entitled.

I will now say one word in regard to our
enterprising mechanic, to whose pluck 2nd
energy we owe the presence of this, the most
capacious woeden structure cver erected in
the Province of Nova Scotin. The contract
was taken at & comparatively late moment,
and at a figure which was considered ver
reasonable ; and, without vommitting myself
to an approval of its details, I may say the
general effect is all we can desire. ~ It issub-
stantially built, it exhilits within and with-
out the evidences of skilled Jabor, and is on
the whole a building to which the people of
Halifax, who own this building, can point
with pride, and reflects infinite credit on its
contractor, Mr. M. E. Kenofe. I cannot close
these remarks without expressing my great
gratitude to this assewbly, and in the name
of the general committea I extend to all here
and to all who may visit this great scone, a
hearty and sincere welcome.

He then, in accordance with the usual ron-
tine, handed tke Exkibition over to Col, Lau-
rie, President of the Board of Agriculture,

COLONEL LAURIE'S ADDRESS.

Mr. Mayor, your Excellency, your Honor,
Ladies and Gentlemen,—In taking over trom
you the present Provincial Exhibition, I mnust
natnrally express my gratification at tae suc-
cess which bas attended the efforts of the
Executive Committee, which have resalted in
placin‘g the Annual Provincial Exhibition for
1879 far in advance of any yet held, and by
none will this be more readily allowed than
by the managers of the lIate Provincial Exhi-
bitions at Truro and Keatville.

Ishall certainly not attempt an arpument
as to which is the most suitable locality for
the Provincial Exhibition, but we must all
recognize that if the meiropolitan town is
really in earnest, its wenlth and resources
give it an advantage that no country locality

ossesses.  Former FProvincial Exbhibitions
ve been held here, but under the auspices
and at the expense of the Government; held
at unceriain intervals, they displayed the

resources and progvess of the province, but
the impetus given by cach died out before
the next was leld, and hence the systemn now
in forco of annual exhibitions was established.
That Colchester and Kings should at onco
have stepped in to take advantaso of the
terins offercd was only whiat was to be expect-
cd of the energetic inhabitants of thoso thriv-
iny and prosperous countics. Grand surcesses
those Exhibitions wore, far in advance ot
what had been anticipated, and the agricul
tural interests of the provinco owo thoso two
vountics a debt that cannot easily be repaid.

.Al% this time a fe‘:v Halifax mi(ll‘ems were

uietly urging on the commmunity the jmport-
2nce oyfserg‘xrﬁr the Exhibition for the g?ty;
but the expenditure secined immediate, the
benefit only prospective, and the response
was fardy. ‘Lhis year, however, tho eperge-
tic men have carried tho day; the citizens
have awoko to their jnterests; the country
has shewn no seifish spirit, but bas responded
nobly to the Halifax ¢fforts to make tho Ex-
hibition a success ; and in the splendid exhi-
bit of to-day we seo what Nova Scotians can
do if thoy .will only puil together; and this
leads me to a subject on which any one con-
nected with agriculture must touch at a time
like this. I allude to the fvod sui;ply of the
Old World from our markets. For a long
time past the return freights of Atlantic liners
have been largely composed of grain and
farm products; but Intely the dull times in
the United States so reduced their purchasing
powers, that Ontario beef raisers were de-
prived of their accustomed markets, and the
experiment of shipping live cattle to England
was tried in order to clear off the surplus
stock. All know how successtully it turned
out, and how suddenly the trade has devel-
oped to enormous proportions, until now, in-
stead of agricultuaal produca being simply
taken as a return freight, the carriage of food

has become the trig on which ships depend .
tho

for their returns, outward voyage being
made on any terms that may offer.

In addresses lately delivered at ‘Foronto
and Ottawa, Lord Lorne very eloquently en-

largcd on ideas associated with this trade, - 3
an

drew a happy contrast between the
Spanish vessel of three hundred years since,

bearing to old Spain the golden treasures of - $
eep mines by the ° 2

America, won from the
toiling subjects of the imperious masters of
the New World, a relation of the countries
unoatural in itself, and which brought misery
and ruin to yuler and ruled, and finally led
tothe cntire disruption of sl ties between

arent and child; and the pesition we occu‘p,v
in the present day, sending our rich and gold-
en tribute to our dear mother land, furnish-

ing her millions With cheap and Yealthy fiv- .

ing, thus enabling Ler to hold aer place in
the van of the nations; a tribute not followed
as of old by curses denounced against the re-
cipients, but with warm feelinga of thankful-
ness that of our plenty we can provide for
her wants from the fertile acres that under
Providence wo have reclaimed ; a tribute too,!
that instead of impovcrfsbingi brings us wealth
and makes us wore powerful as a portion of
the Empire to which all our feelings bind us.

But what is our share asa Province in
this trade and in this prospect of profit? In
tho winter, thanks to what nature has done
for us as the only open port in Canada, we
see Ontario cattle run past our doors and find
shipment hero; whilst during the summer
months cattle from ihe Lower Provinces aro
taken by rail to Quebec and thence shipped
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