
PRESBYTERIAAT GO

shrivelled souls, w~lîose onhy thouglit is to make themsclves
comfortable; believo mu they are flot the men on whom
the Great Captain will bcstow His highcest honours. Do
not think that these everlasting lauirels will, of nuccssity,
grace the brows or those who stand out rnost promincntly
iii the eyes of the clitrcli and the worlcl. No, no 1 Not
on the ministcr of thu most influential, fashionable or
liberal congregation, flot on the teacher of deepest cru-
dition anI wvidest faine, but it rnay bu on somue meek man
Nvbomth UChcUrc1, as a whole, bas neyer huard of, ]abour-
ing with many hardships, discouragements and tears in
the obscurity of a crowded citv, or of a sparsely populated
mission field ; spending his 'strengLh arnong tbe case-
hiardencd sinners of Christcndom, or the dugraded votaries
o! heathcnisrn ; )'ea, on that man, wvherever lie may be
found, who puts most of thu Spirit of Jesus of Nazareth
into this work, on hîs brow, amid angulic acclamations,
will the pierced hand of the Great King place His bright-
est diadenm. Oh, sirs, in weicorning you to this wvork, I
would magnify our office!1 Ours is the highuest and most
bonourable calling to whicb an immortal soul can bend

J its enorgics. Consecratu, then, every, power you possuss to
this service. Having put ),our hand to the ploughi send back
no wistfui gflancus on the ompty and ephemeral guerdlons
of time. To revel in the troasures of butman thotulit with
the man of luarning; to discover naturc's hidden wvonders
w~itlî the man of science; to amass untold wcalth with the
man of commerce; to conquer worlds with tbe mari of war;
to govern millions witb the mighty statesman; to reign in
spiendour with the proudcst monarcb ; theso may be
counted high bonours b>' tbe sons of men ; but to an-
nounce to perishing sinners the way of life ; to point dead
souls to the life-giving Saviour; to be an ambassador o!
Christ ; to turn one soui to rîghteousness, is an honour as
bigh above these as Heaven is high above the uarth.

Vos, s0 it is, though most mon, in these days of worldly
religiosit>' and respectable infidelit>', would laugh the
assertion to scorn. So it is, and so it will specdily be
confessed to be, wvhen ail shall beboid those that bave
turned man>' to rigliteousness, shining forth, as the stars,
for ever and evor.

And I would flot oni>' welcome you to the wvork, but re-
mind you wbat it is. You are to prcach and to tcaclh; to
preach the gospel to those that are ignorant o! it, and to
teacb those who have embraced it. You must do tic work
of an evangelist, soeking to make the way of saîvation
plain to ai, and you must also feed the flock of God. This
is your %vork. Live for it. Be not aniong the biroiings
wvho preacli to hivo, rather ]ive to preacb. Rernember that
the truc minister of Christ ever feuis a nucessit>' laid on
bimn to declare the wliole counsel of God. Yea, hoe cries,
"Woe bu to me, if I prcach not the Gospel!"* The

hircling gives so much work for so much pay, and is ai-
ways grumbling about both. He is the opposite o! that
earnest labourer in the North Wcst, of wborn the French-
mani said, in lus brokon Engiisb, '-He eat anytbing, hie
sleep anywbere, hoe nover grumble, hoe good minister." If
any ciass of mien should show supreme devotion to their
worlc,sureiy it is that classwbho bave the noblest work to do.
I once beard that celebrated surgeon, the late Professor
Syrie, of Edinburgb, in addressing the rnedical graduates,
urge them to give their whohe tirne and attention to their
work. IlThink o! your patients," ho said," not only wben
at their bedsido, but also when passing along the street,
when alone and ini compan>', whcn eating and drinking,
when busy and at rest, momnifignoon and night, and;' hie
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added, «,if you drcamn about them -lo much the better."1
l'le advice was wise, and who docs flot fcel that it applies
with iniitely more force to the work in whichi you are
to bc engaged. If sucb consuming earnestncss should
mark the men wvho care for the body, how much more
should it characterize those who minister to the soul.
Therefore, I rcpeat, live for this wvork. Doing s0, you
wilI be diligent, grudging no tîrne or trouble in accu-
rnulating material, and in secking to do this work in the
best wvay. You wvill also hoe ingenious in pressing ail
things into your service. It is said of a great statesman,
that in a famous speech, lie laid the whole world undor
tribute, in order to attain the end bue had in view. As far
as in you lies, this should be your aim - and yoti w*àlI find
that flot only ail knowledge of every kind that you have
accurnulated in the course of your studies, but the coin-
rnonest events or life, the most familiar objects, the cur-
refit topics of the day, can ail be made to yield rich means
of instruction. Learn to look at everything front the point
or view or the preacher. Irnitate the bue and gather honey
cverywhcre. Be flot cliecked in this work by the non-
sense whichi is sometimes talked about the craving for
originality, and the crime of plagiarism. It bas houri
truly said that the ancionts have stoion ail out original
thouglits, and oven modern doubtcrs cannot invent a newv
liercsy. WVherever, therefore, you find truth, or that
%%hich will bu belpful in the elucidation of truth, take it,
you commit no robbery, it cornes fromn God, and is the
comnion heritage of allw~ho love Him. Take it, make k
your own, and whenever you have so assimilated it that
it receives the flavour of your personality, give it forth in the
name of God, frorn whomn it cornes, for the benufit of al;
and, remcmber in aIl your labonr, that tbe most original
thing in this w~orld is intense spiritual carncstness.

Again, if you live for this work, you wvill flot fritter away
yotir eniergies in other directions. Some ministers seemn
to think they cannot find suficient scope for ail their on-
orgies in this work. They are deeply to be pitied. Cari
it be that, as Dr. Chalmers puts it (aAdd he knew fromn sad
exporionce the nieaning of bis words), they have nover yet
realized the greatest of ail magnitudes-God, the soul,
Etcrnity ? Such a tomptation as this cornes frorn within ;
but there are othur influences frorn witbout that give it
greater force. Not a fewv so-called Christians, they wvbo
havu a formn of godliness but deny its power, seem to
bhink that a cburch is a sort of mutuai amusement asso-

ciation, with, of course, a religious flavour about it to make
the tbing respectable. Is t flot an institution, to, uphold
whicb thcy subscribe s0 mnany, or so few, dollars per an-
num ; and do tbey not expcct in return a nice sacred con-
cert every Sunday, from a well trained choir, and a dainty
morsel of composition and elocution from, the minister, in
wvhich hoe deftly avoids pricking the conscience of the
greatest sinner in tbe congregation, even witb the point of
a pin, and, pleasing cvelybody, shows how choyer hie is in
making Ilpilhows for ail armboles" ? Then, they must
bave occasionai church socials and fairs (sbould I say
vanity faits ?) at 'which a homoeopathic dose of religion, in
the shape of a doxology or something of that sort, may bc
toierated, but tbe bulk of the evening must be given up
to sornething far more enjoyable. How do these things
act on tbe minister ? His spiritual energy is utterly dis-
sipated, and he is degraded into a mere master of cere-
monies, whose duty it is to kccp things going, and make
ail bappy wbile tbey live, and comfortable when they die.
This species of refined selflsbness is not at aIl uncommon,


