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THHE AMARANTH.

TEMPERANCE SOIREES.

It seems to us that throughout the infi-
nite variety of matter over which our leisure
thoughts revolve, there is no one subject, how-
ever novel in its nature it may at first sight
appear, which has not been trenched and fur-
rowed by some grub in the field of litcrature,
and the result of an investigation of the prin-
ciples upon which those modern exotics, which

ave emanated from the successful exertions
of the benevolent originators of Temperance
Societies, is, that a short essay on the advanta-
gespossessed by Temperance Soiries will only
place us among the number incessantly dig-
g}ilng about the same tender roots; or at most,
that our remarks will be of a mediatorial na-
ture, softening down and harmonizing the
conflicting sentiments of the various orders of
which society is made up.

Although we are not of those who consider
the presence of the good things of life in cither
a solid or aliquid state, essential to the * feast of
reason and the flow of soul,” yet we do not
condemn in toto the use of the more substan-
tial and less offensive luxuries of the day on
the occasion of social meetings.  We have not
unfrequently indulged ourselves in a smile at
the ostentation of a professedly benevolent as-
sociation, which, while under the patronage of
a tutelar saint, and distributing relief to the
suffering pauper, allows, and even enforces the
indulgence by its members, in the intemperate
consumption of meat and drink; but we have
always found a partial excuse for the custom
in the observation that the laudable views of
the more humane, who need no stimulant be-
gond the wish to administer relicf, could not

e sufficiently carried out, unless by enlisting
in the causethe means of such o3 are more
impervious to the cry of despairing poverty ;
and to o this it s necessary to make a pani-
pered and disordered appetite the medium of
success. But we have not been altogether
satisfied with this apelogy, nor should our
scruples be wholly removed even by the dis-
appcarance of the intoxicating heverage from
the social board. It was with the most livelv
feclings of pleasvre ther-fore that we trok ad-
vantaee of the opportunity aftorded a short
time since, of attending a soiree on the temper-
ance principle. On every side sparkled the
““virtuous eye of beauty,” amid the gerins of
sociality, which, though inherent in our nature
are too often poisoned by the noisome preju-
dices incessantly inculcated by little minds”in
the superabundance of their infectious pride.—
Here all met on neutral ground; each feeling
disposed to contribute his quota of skill in the
art of inusic for the gratification of his neigh-
bour ; and all seemed convinced that the pro-
ceedings of the evening tended to a revolution
in public taste, and a more innocent and refin-
ed mode of relaxation from the devouring
cares of life.  There was not heard the noisy
bacchanalian; the eye met notat every glance
the offensive leer of the sot, or the pernicious
fire that flashes in the eye and riots in the
cheel of the youthful aspirant to precocious
manhood.

We say we were delighted, because although
the tea table with its appendages formed as
great an attraction to the many as the sweet

sounds floating around them ;—yet we are ﬂ"f
blind to the fact that allinnovations on the sy3
tem of society must be moderatelyintroduc"d:
Some refreshments were undoubtedly nece?
sary, as the hour of assembling was an eal'd
one: and we think that the abundance an
variety that prevailed proceeded as well f{"’n:
policy as from a desire to meet the expectatio®
of the most fastidious lover of good things. . .
We observed no exclusive clubs, no i(lVldle
ous coteries in the room. It seemed as if P
principle which actuates the supporters of le’zf
perance societies, had opened the springs ¢
the human heart and that the waters of chae'd
ity, love, order and good fellowship had gush
out with whelming force, and swept away !
monstrous affectation into it which has so-loné
been sunk. . o
It may be inquired, what necessity is thel's
for such gatherings ; we answer, thatall clasigI
of the community may here meet on an equ
footing ; we answer that jt induces harmony
throughout the face of society, and rend® f
each member of that society more contente?
with the sphere in which it gas pleased Prov!
dence to place him; that the barrier whic !5
placed between rich and poor and which ;
strengthened by the haughty reserve of thefo”
mer, 1s proportionaliy broken down by the ©
servance of a different line of condurt, a!‘[
that the government of a country thus happil¥
peopled must receive an addition 'to its stabi it
whatever may be its form. In conclusion ¥
have to regret the tardiness of innovation 0
the present system of national soci=ties, an ¥
express a hope that ere long they may be red
ced to consistency in their proceedings.
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