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Koich Ichu San.

One of the Missionaries of the British
Columbia Leagues, and Iately stationed
at Yictoria.
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Far and wlde, though all unknowing,
'ants for thee cnch mortal breasts

Humian tears tor thee are flowlng,
Human hearts In thee would rest.

If we could divast ourselves of the pre-
judices engeridered by social and race
differences and turn our hearts to the
needs, momlly and spiritually, of the
“stranger within our gates,” our inter
est and sympathy  would be intensely
aroused by the work of social and moral
regeneration which is golng on in our
midst among the Japnuese. The Japanese
population of the province is variously
cstimated as between 5,000 and 10,000,
This is largely to be found in the coast
citics and at the salmon fishing and coal
miniug centres, where the people are -
ployed s houschold servants on the one
hand, or ¢ngaged as fishermen and miners
on the other,

For little more than n generation, has
Japan heen open to the influence of Chris-
tinn missions, but in that time the sced
has been sown far and wide, and is now
bearlng a gracious harvest. ‘I'hie native
Christians are remarkable for their zeal
and devotion in the cause of the blessed
Master.  Most enthusiastically loyal to
their own country, they arve equally loyul
to the Christ, and uniting these togeth-
or, their highest ambition scems to be
the evangelization of their own people
and the salvation of Japan,

It is not at all strange therefore that
the first organized effort on behalf of the
Japanese in British Columbia should
tave come from the Japancse them-
scives. Early in the present decade the
wrork took the form of a Japanese Cheis-
t'an Endeavor, organized and conducted
and manned by mative missionaries. In
the year 1802 Magutaro Okamato San,
who may be fitly called “The npostlc-"to'
the Japanese of British Columbia,” was
amt by the society at Seattle to minister
to the hundreds of Japanese who at that
time gathered to the fisheries of the
Sveena River, For a year or more he
labored diligently and fervently, travel-
H{2g from point to point, teaching and ex-
harting his fellow countrymen to “flee for
refige to the hope set before us in the
socme'l.” So arduous were his labors and
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50 devere the privations he endured that
by bodily strength falled, and he bHeecame
a prey to the dread ravages of conswup.
tisn, In this condition he went to Van-
eccuver to prosccute his work there.
Though urged to rest, he refused and was
found in labors nbundant, in city and dis-
trict, preaching the unsearchable riches
of Vhrist. It was duc to his encrgy that
the Jnpanese hospital wag cstablished at
Steveston, and that missions were plant-
ol nt Union, Victoria and clsowhere.
Concermng the mission at Steveston, one
of. his fellow-workers sald:  *“So wany
twissionaries started to do work at Stev-
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oston and failed, that he thought he must
show God's love first, and so arranged
for the building of the hospital.”

" In all his lnbor he was careful that he
n{ight not be chargeable to any,” and
diligently found employment in wash-
house and cookhouse. as his necessifies
demanded.

In' the fall of 1805 he was advised to
o back to Japan, This he at first ob-
jeoted to do, continuing his preaching un-
til, exhausted with coughing, he was
forced to dedist. In December he made
ready to leave, and to show the mnature
of his self-sacrifice, he had mothing to
take back with him save one coat.

Bidding farewell on the stenmer's deck
to hig children in the gaspel, he quoted
the words of St. Paul to the Galatians,
2nd chap.. 20th verse: *I am crucified
with Christ nevertheless 1 live, yet not
T but Christ liveth in me, and. the life
which I now live in the flesh, I live by
faith of the Son of God, who loved me
and gave himself for me.” His last
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words were, “Always in every difliculty
fook to thic CGroae”' Ifarly in the follow.
ing year his hmmortal spirit left the frall
body and went home to God.

Such zeal and devotion could not but
fuspire others, and particularly these who
were associnted with him, with a deter-
mination to emulate his example, and in

1896 Rev. Goro Iaburagi, B.S.,, a
geaduate  of  Northwestern University,

1llinols, came to take up the work which
Okamato San Iaid down, It was then
that the Methodist Church became dl-
reetly indentified with the work, and at
the following Conference Bro, Knburagi
wag received into our Church and ap-
pointed Superintendent of the Japanese
work in the province. It Is uot, how-
cver. of him that we dwvire to write at
present, reserving his eventful life and
experience for a future number of the
Becorder: it is of one of those upon
whom the maatle of Okamato fell when
he was translated.

Koich-Tehu San was boern at Dishoji,
near to IKnnazawa, Japan, about the year
1875, and came to this province in 1892,
[Lin pacents were devout Buddists, and
he was brought up in that faith, But
for three years prior to his coming to
British Columbin he lived in < Chrirtian
home in J<obe, and doubtiess received im.
pressions which aftemwards decpened and
led to his conversion in a foreign land,
He was baptised in September, 1892, by
Rev. Numi ‘Tamura, and under the lead-
ership and tuition of Mr, Okamato was
led to conscerate himself to the work of
the evangelization of his people, Janu-
ary Oth, 1805, he gave up his business
and cntered into mission work, not, as-
suredly, for what he could gain, for. true
discipie of Okamato that he is he has
persistently refused to accept anything
for his services. At the summer fishing
ccason he has heen one of the volunteer
nurses at the hospital, and so faithful
and untiring have been hig cffor(s that,
at times. only under compuision from the
doctor did he scok rest. Since Mr, Saijo
teft he has been in charge at Victoria,
and to all overtures of the nature of 2
sadary hig sole reply has been, “Not If
T take money Japanese boys say I work
for money, and T want to lead them to
the Lord Jesus Christ” You ask how h.o
supports himsel{? By working with his
hands, cooking. washing, ete., in con-
nection with the Japanase boarding
house, A fow days ago we bad good-bye
to Bro. Tchu, as he took steamer for
TJapan, there to take a course in our
Mothodist College at Tokio, Our prayers
follow him, that he may find favor in
the sight of his people, and be enabied
to lead them to Christ, and that he may
be more fully fitied to carry on his life
work, .

Humble, modest, gentle, loving, devoted
little Tchu; how our hearts go out to
him. May he live long to win wmany of

his countrymen for Christ.
e W. H. B.



