would continue to pass mcﬂuml—at.lucmnsod cost
and trouble—~to and from the Atlnntic. when they
could bo almost na castly shipped from Western cities
as from thuse which stud the Lastern coast.
Increasing so rapidly as the Great West is, tmmenso
as {ts trade will ultimately be, tho St. Lawrenco route
must become their chitef high-way. Wo cannot hine
agine how anybody conversant with their past pro-
greseand future prospects, can ol acontrary opinion
—untess it be that they hopo to discover a cheaper
than water communication. In trying to direct West-
ern trade through our waters, we are taking the surest
cours¢ to Luild up, to strengthen and to ennich, our
onn country. Ifall the traflic-or the greater part of

it—of thoso ighty States stretching to the Iacific !

coast, could be made to form an outlet by our noble
§t. Lawrence, fn thinking of the future of Canada, we
might give rejus to our fmaginations—not fearing to
colour the picture too highly. Quebec, Montreal,
Kingston, Toronto, Hamilton—the towne near tho
Welland Canal=all would have a great destiny before
them.

Under any circumstances, we hope to vee our lake
tbipping make steady progress in the future.  We feel
convinced that better commercial relations between
tho United States and Canada must result before long,
and it is to bo hoped that all restrictions upon the
shipping ot either country will bo taken off, Our
friends across tho way havoalway s been rather ithberal
in their shipping laws. Their canalxare not open to us
asoursare to them. We o allowed the registra.
tion of American and all foreign vewels without
charge; they have not.  Foryears, our (Government
tried to induco theirs to have tho lahes made free to
vessels of both countries for coasting purpores, but

all our cflorts were in vain., There are signs at pre- !

sent, however, that moro fensible views are beginning
to take root among them, and if they becoto strong
enough to influence the Exccutive, it will be a fortu-
nato thing for the peoplo of both countnies,

The divorsion of our trade from the Lnited States |

to other and more distant countrivs—now taking
place~is hikely to increase our shipping  We cannot
trade with the Maritimo Provinces, the West Indies,
Brazil, and the ports of the Mediterrancan, without
moro vessels, This is hkely to give an impetus to our
shipbuilding interest—ono of the most important wo
have. It will also give us the profits ot  large carry.
ing trade, and otherwise add to the prospenty and im.
portance of the country,

Under Confederation, we aro bound to become the
third mantime country in the world.
workmen and the matenal to maho tho <lups<, and our
trade~Dboth on the occan and lakes—promises to be
such as to require them  Wo rejoice that thus is the
case, as it will help to mako us stroug aud mdependent
as well as prosperous,

THE CROWN LANDS DEPARTMENT.
'FROM the * Report of tho Select Committeo on tho

Copper Mines on the North side of Lake Su-

perior,” laid before the House of Assembly, the fol-
lowing testimony to the bungling inefliciency of the
Crown Launds Department i3 taken:

Mr. J. I’ Mansficld, a gentleman jnterested in the
Batchewanning Bay miue, says:—

1 was netifled by Mr. Wilson of the Sault, that wo
had no right to cut timber on our location, granted to
us by the Commissioner of Crown Lands, reluch ¢ iused
me @ fourney from Superior to Quebec. Afterwards, I
was notified by tho samo Wilson that I must pay tim.
ber dues on al{lons used in the construction of rail.
way loghiouses and docks. A JMr. Mastland also stated
that ho had obtained from Mr Wilkona timbor license,
and that, consequently, I must pay thin forraid license,
which I did to the amount of ¥200 00 In consequenco
of the demand mado by Mr. Wilson for timber dueg, 7
hare had to perform a journey to Ottarwa, thus incure
ring consideradle troublo and expense; but on my ar-
rival in Qttawa, 1 was assured by the Commissioner of
l(,‘r(tn:‘ln"l.:mds that tue timber ducs shall not be col-
ceted.

A journcy from Superior to Quebec, aud another
from Superior to Ottaws, 1n consequence of demands

made, which, under tho circutnstances of the case, had |

no foundation injustice, must have given Mr, Mansficld
proof that our Crown Lands Department have | sa-
gacious mode of encouraging tho development of the
mnera! wealth of the country,

Thomsas A. Begloy, Esq., being asked the compara-
tive merits of tho American and Canadian systems of
allotting mineral Jands, says:—

*The system of Canada will not bear any compari.
son to the American, or United States, system, There,
you pay your money and get a titloat once, In Cana.

We havo the !
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1 da yout may pav your money and it may be given tofa
,favorite  After paying in the moncy, M!mn«o of ¢ox-
ploring, and having been tuformed, in writing, that 1
ceonld hiave the lot. T conld 1nt obtain the patent until
j moure than threo lymrs alter; cotisequently, the mange
oy tdte during that period. The gersons who fiame
"the regulations are gencrally iguorant of the unture of
ttho country, ignarant ot the mode of desclopment, ip-
i notaot of mluh-f operations, of the quantity of land
) requised for mtolug purpose s, m fact, wrea ant of ant
X they should b acquainted with ™
Fyen Sie William Logan®s testimony bears witness
' tothe fuethelency of the Departinent Huoee is a genthe
wan of the highest seirmiite attainme uts, possessed of
o great amount of practical kuowlrdge, whase fdeas
Fean, at any time, be obtalued for the purpose of dis-
: pelling the eraes fgnorance of the Crown Lands olhi-
claly,—und e, it scems can point out a system far
" better than that pursued.  And o ts ’upported in his
b viow of the value of this other systom by othep wit
nesses 1t Ste Willinm's hnowledge of this system hae
bieen at the service of the Department, why has he not
been conaulted? Why is It that the ofticlals of the
Departinent aro * fgnorant of everything they should
| be acquainted with,” when the means of kuowledge
| are obtaluable®
i Afriend of the writer hag an odd theary by which
.I hoexplains many fustances of Governmental stupidity
! A staunch loyaliet, brlicving that Canada is possessed
i . >
'- of greater resources that the United States, and that
our wealth per head is greater, he will have it, that
| stupid tarifly, blundering financial schemes, and offi-
cinl ignorance, are all the result of satanic machina.
tions to throw this country futo the arms of the United
l States.
| In many directions, mining enterprises are being
: Well aware as we

pushed with astonlshing celerity.
; have been for eomne years past of the great mineral
| wealth of the country, it ha« devolved upon fureigners

to do for us what we might havo done ourselics. Even
: the regulations of the Crown Lands Departiment are
. not proof againet American ingennity  But while wo
! rcjuice at any acyuisition to ovur wealth, come from

might have been otherwise. How many an honest
native entorprisc has been prevented from being under-
taken by tho known difliculty ot dealing with tho
: Crown Lands Department.  How littlo cacourage.
| ment hias been offered tonathveexplorers.  And it cer-
tainly does scem, in view of the solf-dextructive folly
Lot many regulations of the Department that an cffort
{ i3 being made to place the control of misicral interests
i
|

i what quarter it may, it is saddening to retlect that at
1
1

in tho hands of mere speculators.

Let thiere bo an end to this way of dolng business.
Let the department adopt the sugpestions of Sir Wil-
liam Logan, and * follow the example of the European
countries in respect to unopened or unworked ines.
In Spain, Norway. and sone other parts of Europe,
any persotr may open new mineral ground or enter
upon any abandoned or unworhed mine, ceven if it
should be upop private properiy, hut this part of the
* rule it would be inexpedient to follow. He has only
' to signify his act to the iuspector of mines, nnd obtain
1 from hima letter of licenso, which is given i a speci-

fied form and registered. [he conditions are the pay-
ment of & small ordship, and the working of tho mine,
The wmine, thereforo, must be constautly occupicd.
‘The moment occupation ceases, any one olse may enter
upon it in tho samo way. A Surveyor's plan of the
position of the location i3 scarcely necessary, as it is
i sufliciently proved by tho occupation of the enregis-
t tered miner. This mode estabhshes little or no ex-
! pensy beyond the salary of the Inspector of mines and
| anofico The duty of the Inspector of mines would

Lo to fesue and register the licenses, and annually or

poriodically to examine each mine, to see that the con-
, dition of occupation was complied with, aud that a

working plav of tho mine was properly kept up  1f ho
{ woro s thoroughly competent person, skilled in
. geology, mineralogy, and chemistry, a great amount
. of information on mincrals might bo gradualy accu-

mulated, and a periodical report by him on the condi.
, tion of ait tho mines in thocountry would becomea pers
s manent record of Caunadian Minmng industry.”

! NEW AFPLICATION OF InDIA Ri'Bner —In Franco,
I whence enormous quantities of wine are exported,
t the time and material expended in packing the Lottles
taro of immense valuo. A great saving on this has

been offected by the use of indiarubber rings, which,
| placed round the bottles, provent all jar, and, by keep-

ing them apart, renders breakage impossible  When
' tho bottles aro uppacked, the gings are put asido for
} eubzcquent wee, :
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FREE TRADE AND PROTECTION
From a Correspondent.)

ll«‘ the dectrine of protection for manufictures had

no moro able exponent than J. C. B. of Stan.
brfdge (whose fetter appears In tho last fssue of tho
fectew ), Freo Trade would soon carry tho day.  Iis
sltustrat un ot the two smiths 14 s0 extremely absurd,
and shiews such an entiee fxuoranco of the beanings of
the whole question under discussion, and of tho worke
ing uf ourexport and nuport trado, that to reason
with hitn would be an utter thirowang away of timo
and pains, 1o shew the absurdity of J. (. B's. nice
lttie story, and {tzentive irrelevance to tho subject, it
i< ouly neceszary to ask how much protection the
neady smith needs to secure i {the iome markot
against s fureizn competitor,  He needs no legista.
tive aud, fur he can, taking tho dtino and trouble of tho
farmer anto account, furnkh the horso shocs very
much chicaper than the man whose forgo is ten milo
distant,

The letter of Mr. F'. A, Wlhitney, in the same num
ber of the Rerets, setting forth the aims and objects
ot the Canada West Manufacturer's Association, is
moderate in its tone, and is plauublo euough in its
arguments to deserve carefhil attention,

Lurning first tu tho extracte from tho constitution
of the munutacturing nssocintion, it will bo secn that
that document awerts, among othier things, that tho
recent zction of the legislaturoin its change of tariff
wazinunical tu thoe individual interests of thomembers
of tho society, in lnvating foreign competition to divido
with them their hinited local trude. Now, a strong
argument in favor of lreo Lrade s that the local
trade, except for a fow leading articles 120 limited as
not to furnish cmployment for manulacturing industry
on a scale suthiciently largo to ensure the lighest point
of economy eithier i the uso of machinery, or in the
division of labour, which Iatter is alway s governed by
tho demand for the production. Of course thero is
10 class eelfishiness ivolved in shutting out foreign
made goods it order to secure the local trade?

Again the document under consideration states that
tho interests of agriculturo and manufacture aro
fdenticat and recsprocal, * and that we look with
coufidence to thie aid of our farmers and wool-growers
n placing both interests beyond tho reach of foreign
interference.””  Tlausibly patriotic to be suro, but, AMr.
Manufacturer, suppose tho Cauadian wool-grower
were to ask, as has been dono i the United States, to
share in tho benellts of protection, and desiro to have
all chanco of foreign competition taken away, would
you be ablo to sce go clearly that tho interests of the
manufacturer and wool-groner were identical? You
would be ready cnougli to seo that to obtain the raw
material as cheap!y as posstble would be for the benefit
of the manufacturer at Jeast, if not of the country
gencratly ; and unless forced, as in the United States,
to make thoe concesston in order to obtain the support
of the wool-growers in return, you would not move a
finger to increase the price of wool. Oh, yes, you are
quite unselfish!

The general purpose of the Society as stated in fts
constitution, is cntirely praiseworthy. Its specitic in-
tont is to use every legitimate means to prevent
violent fluctuatiousin tne customs regulations, and
to secure an arrangement of theso customs affording
legitimate (?) rcnumeration to the investment of
capital and enterprise.  ‘* Itg policy isioderation, and
tho restoration of the recent tarifl, so far as Canadian
futerests are coucerned, is its standard of modera-
tion.” Alr. Whituey, in defending the Society from a
charge of selfishness, points to the moderation of their
viows, and to the wide ecope of usefulness thoy pro-
pose to open out for themselves, and finds it diflicult
to sce whero the organization is open to such a charge,
asit advocates the cause of the munufacturer becauso
of his usefuluess to the cowmunity generally, and of
the direct benefit he is to the farming and othor in
dustrial Interests  Of course they advocate the cause
of tho mauufacturer in the way most likely to blind
tho eyes of the community, in the way by which many
& man has b en induced to give his namo to, or inyest
his money in onterprises, bocauso he wasled to believe
thoy would benelfit him. Itisavery good plea with
which to approach tho farmers, the fishors, tho
mincers, tho Jumberers, and the other producers of
Canada's wealth, * Gentlemen, we tho manufacturers
ara gofog to cmploy o number of laborers, and to sup-
ply theso laborers, their wives and families, with the
necossaries of lfe, a warkot is close at hand for your

commoditics, Wo will buy your wheat, and your

herrings, your fron (if you can let us have jt woro



