4 THE TRADER.,

goriously on the Finnnco Ministcr’s heart, '
and Las moro than onco ongaged the at- | safoly say that while none of tho trade
tontion of the Cabinet, and had tho, will quarrel with the roduction of duty
benefit of 1ts united wisdom. Tho result | on this singlo artiole, 1t will not satisfy
of all this thought, inquiry and delibura- i their jnst demands for real reduction, and,
tion has at length beon given to tho|as we have beforo pointed out, tho pres-
world, and the mountain, after n pro.}ont duty is not only no protection, but a

tracted and painful labour, has at longth | positive detriment to honest trade by |

brought forth its mouso. In othor words,'plnoingn preminm upon dishonoesty in
the Minister of Finnnco has, in his, the shape of smuggling.  Houees which
recont masterly and convincing speeoh, | aro loyal onough to theil conscionces and
" made public the decision of the Govern. | the Guvernment of the cuantry, to pay
ment upon the desirability of a change j the duty domauded by law, are placed at
of tariff upon articles of jewolry importod | a sorious disndvantage when forced to
into this country. Tho changes aro]competo against uuscrupulonus dealers
neithor so radieal nor sweeping as to, who, having no ferr of tho consequences.
ocoupy inuch space, and may bo bnefly refuse to *‘ render unto Cmsar the things
summarized as follows: “ Duty on whiolh are Cwmsar's,”” and import their
olock springs reduced from 85 to ton per |800d8s by way of the “underground rail-
cont.,” only this, and nothing more. road.” The Government caunot plead
Woll, absurd as 1t is, wo, ke dutiful jignorance of this competition, damaging
children, must accept 1% with a thankful | 8like to morality and trade, for the recent
spirit ; it is &t least tho thin ond of the |developments—such as the FPatterson
“ reduction policy” wedge, and wo do |and other seizares—must have convinced
not for a mowmont suppose that it will | them that this dishonest practice was no
rest there. But, thankful as wo are for | yth but o stern reality. We have all
small mercics, wo cannot help inquiring, | 3long stated that while we believe in pro-
how on earth tho Government camo to | tection, if it can bo carried ont, wo aro
tho conclusion thut the pauacen for all | OPposed to so called protection where it
tho prosort ills of the jewelry trado lay not only cannot be enforced but becomes
in the reduction of the duty on olock | from its very rature nn incentive for the
springs. We aro aware that the duty on perpetration of tho crime it was intended
olock springs is perhaps a veryimportant |to prevent. The present Government
consideration to the ouly olock factory we and all former Governments, have recog-
ean boast of, but wo oannot for the lifo of | Rized the principle wo are contonding for
us see why tho Government in their wis. (in the case of dismonds and other pre-
dom should have stopped at clook springs. | 0ious stones unset,  These are admitted
Why did they not include wateh springs, | free of duty for tho simple reason that
which are ns much raw materisl to every ; they are so valuablo and they are so
watchmaker in the country as the olock 8mall in bulk that it would be impos-
springs are to the factory above men- sible to collect tho duty were it to be
tioned. Clock springs are nover smug. [levied. This being recognized in the
gled that wo kuow of, whether they come | ¢ase of the unset gem, why cannot the
in ns part of a finished olock, or sep- Government sce that.tho samo principle
arately as material they paid the sumelshould govern the importation of the
duty of thirty-five per cont., nnd thus ; E8Me gem if set with a solid gold mount-
boing the case, we cannot ace how theing. True its value and bulk are slightly
olook factory was at sny disadvantage increasefi, but not so much so asto make
regarding this part of their imports. A it materially harder to smuggle, and thus
moro absurd bungle 1n the way of tanff ,§ive one kind of importer au unduo and
reform wo never heard of, and the only decided advantage over snother in the
wonder is that tho Mimster of Financo | trugglo for trade.
had tho courage to present this orphaned

But joking aside, we think wo cun'proaout(}mummonthns worked favornbly,

aud thoy deserve well of their country

for it, but it is far from being gorfeot,
and thoy, themsolves, will probably ‘ere
long not only acknowledgo but remedy
the dofect we have ondeavored to pnint
out,

RAILWAY MONOPOLY.

—————

Witls the oxception of the boom in
Aanitula, perhaps nothing is attracting
wure atteution at prosent than tho ques.
tion of Railway mouopoly. MHitherto
Canadinns have known about railway
mouopoly only as an historienl faot, but of
its gelfish, grasping tendoncios they have
had no personal expericnce.  This state
of Acandiun simplicity, howover, scems
destined to have a sudden termination,
and if we can read the signs of the times

correctly, our people will, unless they |

offer & very determined resistance, be
subjected to a railway monopoly more
grinding than has ever preyed upon the
commorce of the country to the south of
us. It is not very comforting to the
people of Canada to kuow that after hav.
ing spent millions of dollars in subsidiz.
ing independent railways for the purpose
of oreating competition, they should find
their money worse than squandered be-
cause the rival routes were being aoquir-
ed or controlled by some gigantic mon-
opoly. But such seemsto be the case,
and almost overy week brings news of
some new development in this scheme
of commercial piracy. The Bill now
beforeParlinment to creates RailwayCom-
mission which shail have power to regu-
Inte freight rates and do such other things
as may be necessary to protect the public
against the insatiable greed of thess cor-
porations is & good one, and no time
should be lost in giving it effect. Sucl
al  if properly selected and organ-
1zed, conld do the country infinite service,
and aid very materially in developing its
commerocial capabilities.  The first daty

of such a Commission should be to do .
away with the upjust discnminating

freight rates that have so long disgraced

the managemont of such lmes as our

Wo have not the slightest doubt but .. Grand Trouk,” and substituting there-

bantling to the trade without some suit-
able cuwpauon to bear it company.
Perbaps the powor that be thought that
if they roduced the duty on watok and
clook springs at the same time, the shook
might pruve fatal to the trade, therefore
it was deemed wise to givo them tanff
reform 1n humeopathic dsses.

that time will shew that this proposed ' fop a regular equalized rate, based upon
change of tariff is an absolute necessity, the cost per mile for carrying such
and we very mach mistake the temper of | fraight. Thus every town would enjoy
the trade if they are not found helping to | the advantsgo of its geographical posi-

this respect, if the present incumbents of they are now compelled to dv, pay a
office do not. As far as the encouragement | double rate in order that other places

lof trade is concerned, the policy of fbﬁllesa favorably situated may reap the ad.

put in men who will givo them justice in tion, and wonld not, as in some cases



