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turn about, the snnles of persuasion, satisfac

tron and good nature, or drop them for the
normal expression of lns natural man.  He
is compelled to be an obsciver of a certan
sart in the interests of s trade  He must
piobe men with a glance and guess thewr
habits, want,, and above all thetr solvency.
To economize tiue he tmust come ta quick
decisions as to s chances of success- a
practi -e that makes nm more or less a man
of judgment.  Blest with the cloquence of a
hot water spigot turned on at will, he can
check ar let run, without floundenng, the col-
lection of phrases whih he keeps ontap,
and which provlure upon hus victuns the cf-
fect of a moral shuwet bath © Called by us
the vernacular “the gift of the gab”, * Lo-
quacious as a cncket, he smokes, drinks,
wears a profusion of trouhets, and never per

mits hunself to be * stumped ® - a slany ex-
p-ession all lusown Activity is not the least
surpnsing yuahty of this human mactine
Not the hawk swooping upon its prey, not
the stag dsubling Lefore the hantsman and
the hounds, nor the hounds themselves catch-
ing, scent of the game, can b compared with
hium for the rapidity of his dart when he spies
a ‘comnmussion,” for the agil'cy with which he
tnps up a nval and gets ahead of hum, for
the keenncss of his scent as he noses a cus-
trmer and discavers the spot where he can
get off his wares.”

*How many greatqualities mustsuchaman
possess.  You will find wn all countries many
such diplomats of low degres consummate
negotiators arguing n the interests of calico,
jewels, frippery, wines, and often displaying
more true diplomacythan ambassadors them-
selves, who for the most part, know only the
forms of 1 No one in France can doubt the
powers of the commeruial traveller, that in
trepd soul who dares all, and boldly brings
the gemus of civiization and the modern
wventions nto a strugile with the plan
common sense of remote villages, and the
ignorant and hmarsh creadmstl of provincial
ways. Can we ecver forget the skdful
mancacuvres by which he worms humnself into
the nunds of the populace, bninging a volume
of words to hear upon the refractory, remind-
ing us of the indefatgable worker in marble
whose file eats slawly o a block of por-
phyry ? Would you scek to know the utnost
poner of languae, or the strongest pressure
that a phrase can bring to bear agamst re-
belhious lucre, agawnst the muserly propnetor
squatuing in the recesses of his country lair
Listen to one of these great ambassadors of
industry as he revolies and works and sucks
hike an intelhigent piston of the steamengine
called speculation.”

“Let us walk around the Commercial
traveller, and look at him well  In the first
place, what an acrobat, what a circus, what
a battery, alt in one, 1s the man himself, e
vocatwn, aod his tongue'  Intreprd manner,
ke plunges i, armed with a few phrases, (o
catch five or six hundred thousand trancs i

the frozen sexs, in the domam of the red
L

Indians who inhabit the mntenor of France
The provincial fish will not nise to harpoons
and torches; it can only be taken with seines
and ncts and gentlest persuasions.  The
traveller’s business 1s to eatract the gold m
the ccuntry “catches,” by a purely ntellect-
ual operation, and to extract it pleasantly
and without pun.  Can you think without
a shudder of the flood of phrases whirh, day
by day, rencwed each dawn, lcips in cas
cades the length and breadth of sunny
France?”

*You know the species; let us now look
at the indwadual ”

Balzac then goes on to describe the “liius.
tnngs Gaandissart ® 1 ack of space and tine
prevents our descnbing w detail all the
qualities of this famous traveller, and we must
ask our readers ta lonk up the works of this
renowned Frenchman and revelin the grand
portrayal for themselves, but we mght cur
sonly glance at “tlis incomparable comn-
meraial traveller,” the paragon of his race,
aman who possesses 1 the lughest degree
all the qualifications recessary to the nature
of lus success, and hold the mirror up to the
faces of our own *‘knights of "the grip.”

* s speech’ says Baliac **1s vitriol and
bikewsse glue to catch and entangle s
victim and make him sticky and easy tognp,
vitriol to dissolve hard heads, close fists, and
closer calculations.  His line was once “the
hat,” but his talents and the art with which
he snared the wariest provinuial had brought
mm  such commercial celebrity that all
vendors of the “article Paris” (small wares
of all kinds) paid court to lam, and humbly
begred that he would deign to undertake
thair commissions.”

A description then follows of how he was
wined and dmed opn s return home tnps,
and how his renown, his vogue, and the
flattenies showered upon hun ganed hum the
name of * Itlustnous.”

*All things stmiled upon our traveller, and
the traveller snnled hackan return. Sumlia
suntlibus - hebelieved inhomwopathy. Puns,
horse laugh, clothing, bady, mind and fea-
tures, all pulled together to put a devil-may-
care jolluy nto every inch of his peison.
Free handed and easy going, the man who
wmps hghtly to the top of a stage-coach,
gives a hand to the timuid lady who fears to
step down, iokes with the postihion about
his necketchief and contnves to sell him a
cap, simles at the maids, gurgles at dinner
hke a bottle o! wine and pretends to draw
the cork by sounding a filhip on his distended
cheek ; plavs a tune with his kmfe on the
champagne glasses without breaking them,
chaffs the tumd traveller, contradicts the
knowmmg one, lords it over a dinnerstable
and wmanages to get the titbits for hunself.
A strong fellow, nevertheless, he can throw
aside all nonsense and mean business when
he flings away the stump of lis cigar and
says with a glance at some town, *l'll see
what these people have got in thair pockets.
Allthings to all men, he knew how to accost

a banker hike a capitahst, a magistrate like a
functionary, a royalist with pious and monar-
chical sentuments, a ‘bourgceois® as one of
themselves. In short, wherever ke was, he
was just what he ought to be, he left Gaudis.
sart at the door when he went in, and picked
him up again when he went out.”

“In his closc relation to the caprices ¢f
humanity the vaned pathsof commerce had
enabled ham to observe the windings of the
heart of man, lle has learned the secret of
persuasive eloquence, the knack of loosening
the tightest purse strings, the art of arousing
desire 1 the souls of husbands, wives, child.
ren and servants, and what 1s more he knew
how to satisfy it No one had greater faculty
than he for wmvehag a merchant by the
charms of a bargan, and disappearing at the
stant wiicn desire had reached a unisis.
Full of gratitude to the hat makiny trade, he
always declared that 1t was his efforts 1n be-
half of the exte ior of the human head which
had enabled him to understand its interor,
he had capped and crowned so mar.y people,
he was always flinging himselt at the.r heads,
etc. His jokes about hats and heads were
wrrepressible, though perhaps not dazzling.”

Who of our readers that has had any ex-
tended experience with commercial travellers
will not catch in the grraphic description of the
great French philosopher a hiving echo ot the
“ IMustrious Gaudissart” in the person of our
own travellers. True, the Gaudissart of the
latter end of the nineteenth century has be-
come more settled, stable and less flighty
and more given to solid business, while
horse-play and kindred amusements of
Balzac's hero have been relegated to the
shelf of forgetfulness. There 1s not wanting,
however, that perfect and intuitive know-
ledge of human nature without which no
traveller can be said to be successful. He
may possess gemality, dress well, depoit
himself becomingly, but unless he has the
taculty of wornny humself into the inner-self
of his customers and creating in them the
desire to buv where no desire exists, or at
best is but weak, in other words, unless he
can hypnotize tus subject he will not be “on
the road " long. One might travesty Horace
and say * Vendior nascitur, non fit,” THE
SALESMAN IS BORN NUT MADE.

\We hope the few eatracts taken from
Balzac will be of interest to our readers and
to commeraial men generally, and though
some of the charactenstics of Gaudissart
may not be adaptable to our time, still we
think a good deal ot pleasurable enjoyment
can be obtained by reflecung that “the
Commercial Traveller” has been considered
worthy of portrayal by a man so great, 50
eminently wise,learned,erudite and immortal
as Balzac. One word more to our readers.

Buy Balzac’s works and see yourselves.—
Wit H. SEYLER.
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