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turn about, the sniiles of persuasion, satisfac
lion and gooad nature, or drap thei for thc
normal expression of lis naturai man. lie
is compelled ta be an observer of a certain
sort in the interests of lis trade 1 e ust
piobe ncn witih a glance and guess their
habits, wanti., and above ail their solvency.
To econonize tiue lie mliust comie to quick
decisions as ta lis chances of success- a
practi -e that miakcs Isus more or less a man
of judgnent. Bliest wiiith the lioquence of a
lit water spigot turned on at will, lie can
check or let run, without floundering, the col-
lection of phrases whniie b lh e keeps on 1ap,
and which prndiure upon lis victims the ef-
fect of a moral shier bath t. alled b) us n
the i erna ular "tIhe gift of the gab"' "La.
quations as a crickei, he smnokes, drinks,
wears . protuuta tif t'n.keb. and nerer per
mits himîself ta be ' stuiped' - a slang ex-
p-essiun ail has owsn Att ai % nt the least
surpnsng qluatly of thi, hunan iachine
Nai the hawk swoopig upon uts prey, not
the stag I >ubtisiè tiefoire the iuntî'.nan and
the ounds,northe hounds tlicmselves catch-
trin scent of the gane, can b- coipared with
hîm fair the rapidy of hil 'Iart when he spies
a a comisssion,' for the agitsy with which he
tnps up a rival and gets ahead of hit, for
the keenness ofhis scent as he noses a cus-
termer and discovers the spot where he can
get ofT his wares."

"I lH wm.mnygreat rp.ahties msustsucrha man
possess. Vou will find in ail countries many
stch diplonats of low degree- consuimate
negotators argung un the interests of calico,
jewels, frappery, wmnes, and often displayng
more truc diplomacythan abinassadors themn-
selves, who for the mîîost part, know only the
forms of si N'a onc in France can doubi the
powers of the commer iail traveller. that in
trepid soul wiho dares ail. and hnidiv brngs
the gentus cf civiliation and the modern
invention% nio .a tuè,tiile iuth the plain
common sense of renote villages, and the
ignorant and ,nor,%ib •readm,îl (f prou nt tal
ways. Can we ever forget the skilful
manouvres by wlilu lic he arms iiîsself mnto
the iminds of the populace, bnnging a volume
of words ta thear supon the refractorv. remind-
ing us ai the mndefatigable wvorker in mnarble
whose file e.it, slawly ita a blo( k of par-
phyry ? Would you seek ta know the utinst
poer of language, ot the strongest pressure
that a phrase can bring to bear against re-
belious lucre. against the miserly proprelor
squatting in the recesseà of his ruountry laire
Listen to one of these great anbassadors of
nmdustry as te revoles and works and sucks

lke an intelligent pston of the stean engine
called speculation."

" Let us walk around the Commercial
traveller, and look at hism weli in the first
place, what an ac robat, what a cîrcus. what
a batteîy, alil mi an,.. is the man hîmîself, hit
vocatin, and his langue' Intrepid mariner,
he plunges in, armed with a tew phrases, ta
catch five or %i% liundtred thousand francs n
the (oien seas. an the domams of the red

Inudians who inhabit the nienor of France.
rhe provincial fishi viîl nut rise ti harpoons
and torches; ît can onlly be taken with senes
and nets and gentlest persuasions. The
travelices business is ta ext.rat the gold in
the ccuntry "catches," by a purely intellect-
ual operation, and ta extract ut pleasantly
and wuithout pain. Can you :hmnk without
a shudder of the flood tif phrases whirh, day
by day, renewed each dawn, lcaps in cas-
cades hue length and breadth of sunny
rrance?"

"You know the species; let us now look
ai tht individual"

Balzac then gocs on ta describe the "Illus-
tnnus i,anidssart " i -t k ni spar eand tiie
prevents our descnbing in detaîl ail the
qualities of this famouus traveller, and %te must
ask nur re:ders ta Innk up uthe works of this
renowned é renchian and re% ci in the grand
pnrtrayal for tieiuselve,. but we moiglht cur
snrnly glance at "tlis incomparable coin-
mertial traveller," the paragon of his raie,
a ian ho passesses in the highest degree
alî the quaifications recessary ta the nature
of lis success, and hold the mirror up ta the
faces cf our own "knîghts of'the grip."

" lis speech' says Balzac IIis %trial and
lkewise glue ta catch and entangle lis
victim and make hin sticky and easy to gnlp
vitriol to dissolve hard heads, close fist,and
closer calculations. His linse was once " the
hat." but his talents and the art sitt whiclu
he snared the wariest provinua l. h.d brouglht
him such commercial celebrity tait ail
vendors of the " article Paris" (smsail wares
of all kinds) paid court ta ltm, and humbly
begged that he would deign ta undertake
thcir commissions."

A description then follows of how he was
uined and dmned on lits return honse trps,
and houw his renown, his vogue, and the
flatteries showered upon lutin gamned heim the
nane ni " lllustrious."

"AIl things smniled upon our trasetllc, and
the traveller sniled back un return. Simdia
samnlhbus - he believed mnhomteopathy. l'uns,
horst laugh, clothing, body, mnd and fea-
turcs, ail pulied together ta put a devii-may-
care jollhty into every nch of his peison.
b ree ianded and easy gong, the man who
lumps ightly to thte top of a stage-coach,
g.ves a hand ta the timid lady who fears ta
step down, tokes with the postulion about
lits necketchief and contnves ta sell him a
cap, sinles at the mîaids, gurgies ai dînner
hke a bottle of vine and pretends to draw
the cork by' sounding a fillip on his distended
check ; plays a tune with his knife on the
champagne glasses without breakîng thesi,
chaffs the tiîumîd traveller, contradicts the
knowing one, lords it over a dinner.table
and manages to get the titbits for hisclIf.
A strong fellou, nevertheless, he can throw
aside ail nonsense and mean business when
lie fings away the stump of lis cigar and
says with a glance at some town, 'l'il sec
what these people have got in theur pockets.
AIl things ta ail men, lue knew how ta accost

a banker lhke a capitahst, a magistrate like a
functionary, a royalst with pious and monar-
chical sentiments, a 'bourgeois' as one nt
themselves. ln shnrt, whercver he was, he
was just what he ought tu be, he left Gaudis-
sart at the door when le went in, and picked
him up again when he went out."

"l n his close relation ta the caprices cf
humarnty thc varied pathsof commerce aid
enabled hmut ta observe the windings of the
heart of man, le has learned the secret of
persuasive eloquence, the knack of luosening
ic tightest purse strngs, tle art ofarousing

desire in the souls of husbands, wives, child-
ren and servants, and what is more he knew
how ta satisfy il No one had greater facuity
than le for inveigliag a imerthant bv the
tharnis of a bargar, and disappearing at the
instant whcn desire haid reaclied a trisis.
f uit ni gratitude tothe hat m.k.ng trade, le
aulways declared that it was his efforts in be-
half of the exte sur of the human head which
hiadt enabled hni ta understand ils interaor,
lie lad capped and crowned sa mar.y people,
he wa-, always fiîngng hiisel ai the.r heads,
etc. His jokes about hais and heads were
irrepressible, though perhaps not dazzling."

Wlho of our readers tihat has had any ex-
tended experience with commercial travellers
wîll not catch in the grapluc description ofthe
great French philosophera living echo ai the
"lIlustrious Gaudissart "l in the persan of our
own travellers. Truc, the Gaudissart of the
latter end of the nineteenth century lias be-
cone more settled, stable and less flighty
and more given to solid business, while
horse-play and kndred amusements of
Balzac's hero have been relegated to the
shelf of forgetfiulness. There is not wanting,
however, that perfect and intuitive know-
ledge of human nature without which no
traveller can be said ta be succctiful. He
may possess genality, dress well, depoit
hinself becomingly, but unless lie bas the
tac ulty of wormmnîn hiuself into the inner-self
of his customers and creating in them the
desire to bus where no desire exists, or it
best is but weak, in otler words, unless lie
can hypnotize bis subject lie wili not be " on
the road" long. One might travesty Horace
and say "Yentlior nascitur. non fit," THE
SAL.ES\IAN IS IliORN NUI Nt.ls.

We hope the few extracts taken froin
Balzac wili be of interest ta our readers and
tou comimuerLîal men generally. and though
sone of the characterstics of Gaudissart
may not be adaptable ta our tinie, still we
think a good deal of pleasurable enjoyment
can be obtained by reflecting that "the
Commercial Traveller" has been considered
worthy of portrayal hy a man su great, sa
emnently wise,lcarned,erudite and immortal
as Balzac. One word more ta our readers.
Buy Balzac's works and sec yourselves.-
Wsî. H1. SEYI.ER.
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