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DURABILITY OF TIMBER AND
WOODWORK,

The proper seaeoning of timbor is ono of tho
vory beat means of socuring it against decay,
from whatover cauro docay may originate. Tho
soasoning, bowover, to bo effectual, must bo
thorough and complete. In lato yoars tho
modes of scasoning timbor havo changed, In
olden times it was allowed to dry in tho aix for
a long perjod of time, The carponter or builder
of tho present day who would foel any dolight
in tho progress of hia art, cannot fcel insensiblo
to tho advautage of giving durabllity to his
matorials ; nor yot be unintorested in auy in-
quiry into the probablo extont of their dura-
tion. Not that his fume as an artist rosts
solely on the oxtent of theirduration ; for.whilo
his productionp aro worthy of imitation, the
remembranco of thom will bo preserved by the
engraver’s art as long as thero shall bo men
capable of paying a just tributo to tho memory
of departed merit. ‘Tho French ammy, in 1709,
under the groat Napolcon. destroyed tha cale-
brated bridge across the Rhino, at Schafhausen,
but the famo of Grundenmann tho carpenter,
will long continue; and tho form of that ex-
cellent structure of art will only ceaso to bo
rememberod whon carpentry itsolf no longet
oxists, Wae havo introduced our subject in this
way for the purposo of citing somo of ¢ho most
remarkable incidenta on record in all history.
We havo taken the ainsto condense & num-
ber of tho most remarkablo of these, as showing
our readers how long timber has been proser-
ved in an almost porfect statc. Examplos aro
not wanting in tho history of Mexico, whero
timber has boen found in & porfoct state aftor
being cut over threo hundrod years ago. But
our examples aro obtained mostly from ancient
history, and oxist in tho old world. Tho piles
of the bridge built by the Emperor Trajan,
across tho Danube, is a striking instanco of the
durability of timber in a wet state. One of
theso piles wore taken out and found to be
potrificd to the dopth of throo-.surth of an
inch; but tho rest of the wood was littlo differ-

ont from its ordinary etato, though it had boen
drivon moro than sixtoon ceuturios,

Tho piles under tho piers of the Xondon
Bridge have boon driven about six hundred
years, and from observations made from Dancis,
in 1746, it did not appear that thoy wero
waterinlly docayod; and thoy are to-day
suff siently sound to support tho massive euper-
structuro. Theso pilvs aro cheifly of clo,

In digging away tho foundation of the old
Savoy Palace, London, somo sixty years ago,
which was built nearly sevon hundrod yoars
befora, tho whole of tho piles consisting of oak,
olm, booch and chestnut, wero found in a por-
foct atato of soundncss; as also was the plank-
ing which covered tho piloheads. Somo of tho
beoch, howaver, after boing oxposed to tho air
a fow wooks, though under covor, had a coating
of fungus gpread ovor its surface.

On opening one of tho tombs of Thebes, somo
sixty ycars ago, thoro was discovered two
statues of wood, o little Iarger than life, and in
good preservation ; theonly decayoed parts being
tho sockots to receive the oyes. The wood of
theso statucs is most probably the oldest in
oxistonco that boar traces of human _labor,
Wo beliove thoy aro in the British Muscum to-
day.

A continuod range or curb of timber was
discovered in pulling down o part of Trowbridge
Castle, in Kout, which was built over soven
hundred years ago. ‘This curb was built into
tho middlo of tho thickness of tho wall, and
was, no doubt, to provent the sottlemont likely
to happen in such hoavy piles of buildings, and
thercfore is an interesting fact in thoe history of
constructive architecturo, as well as an instance
of the durability of timber.

In digging fox tho foundation of the present
houso at Ditton Park, near Windsor, the tim-
bers of a drawbridge wero discovored about ton
feot below tho surface of tho ground ; those
timbers wero sound, but had becomo black,
Hakonwell says that Sir John do Molines
obtained liberty to fortify tho Manor House of
Ditton, in 1396, and it is most probable the

dre.wbridgo was erected soon after that timo;
scoordingly tho timber had been thero about
400 yoars,

Tho durability of the framed timbers of
buildings isalso very considerablo. Tho trusins
of the old part of tho roof of tho Basilioa of St,
Paul, of Rome, was framed in 816, and thoy
woro sound, and in good condition in 1814, a
spaco of ucarly 1,600 yoars. Thoso trussos aro
of fir,

Tho timberwork of tho external domes of thn
chnreh of St. Mark, at Venico, is moro than
eight hundred vears old, aud is still in a good
atave,

Tho timber roof of Crosby Hall, in London,
was oroctod over 300 years ago, aud the roof of
Wostministor Jall, which is supposad to bo of
chestnut, is now over three hundrod and fifty
yoars old, :

Thoe rich carvings in oak, which ornamented
tho cellings of the Kiug's room, in Storling
Castle, aro many of them still in good preserva.
tion, Itisncarly threo hundred and fifty yoars
sinco thoy were axocuted, and thoy remained in
their original situation till a part of the roof
gavo way, in 1777, when tbo wholo was re-
moved, and aftewards wero dispersod among
tho collectors of curious relics of tho old
times,

In somo of tho old mansions which yot ro-
muin, and in anciont cathedrals and churches,
thero is nothing like dry rot found.

In regard to the durability of tho difforent
woods, tho most odoriferous kinds ave gonerally
ssteemed tho most durable ; also tho woods of &
cloz: and compact toxturo aro genorally moro
durable than thoso that are open and porous;
but there are oxceptions, as tho wood of tho
ovorgreen oak is more compact than that of the
common o3k, but not near so durable, If we
were asked if any of tho woodwork of the Chi.
cago of the present day would bo found in
oxistence one thousand years hoenco, wo should
promptly answar ‘“‘No,” and in a future issuo
may givo our reasons.  With us, our woodwork,
oxpused to the rigors and uucortaintics of

chimate, soon gocs into docay.~Lumber Trads
Journal,

EXHIBITION OF WORKS IN WO0OD.

An oxhitition of worka in wood was opened
Iatoly at tho hall of tho Carpenters' Com-
psny, london-wall, London, England, The
ccromony was performod by the Lord Mayor,
who was accompanicd by tho Lady Mayoross
(Miss Fowler). The cxhibition is divided into
two parts. The first is dovoted ¢ corstructive
and ornamental carpontry and joinery, and tho
socond part to wood carving,  Tho oxkibits in
first part are located in tho great hall, and com-
priso modols of buildings, Lridges, roofs, stair.
cases, the intarior fittings of buildings, such as
doors and waadows, houso furniture, church
farniture, Including ornamental alter rajlings
and reading dosks, and various architectural
deeigns. Tho socond and smallor portion of the
oxhibition, though in point of {act tho most in.
tereating 18 located in an ante-room. It com-
prisos spocimeus of all kinds of wood-carving,
ancient and moedern, as well as models of orna.
mental furniture. Thero are 140 exhibitors, and
tho oxhibits number over 500, which for the
purpossof competition havo beon arranged in 6
divisions, The first division compriscs construc-
tivo carpentry, in which ekill in obtaining the
groatest amount of atrength a¢ tho smallest ex-
ponso of material and labor is the chiof object
of the constructor, The sccond division con-
sists of constructive and ornamnontal carpentry,
the articles cxhibited being such as aro used in
obtaining architectural effect. Tho third divis-
ijon consists of joinery, all the articles oxhibited
boing of wood and handmade. Tho fourth
division is dovoted entirely to wood-carving,
whilo the fifth consists of modols or drawinga
or any of tho articlea comprised in the former
divisions. Thero are 37 prizes offered for the
successful competitors in cach of the clasaes into
which the fivo divisions are divided. In every
ca80 tho first prize is £3 and a medal, and the
second prize £3. The oxhibition will remain

open until June 14.—Times,
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PROTECTION FROM FIRE |3 =
An Improved Rotary Piston Force Pump. é
e e}
o Diametor of Pipes. N o, of Capacity L——‘
No. sucu?n_ — Revolutions. “pzc:bx’x;l:getgd ' Prco. 8
2 123 in. | 2inch.| 250 126 $100
o
3|4 « |8 « 250 2560 150 = b=
oo
4 |6 « |4 « 250 400 225 oy
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STEAMBOAT PROPELLERS AND ENGINES,

CASTINGS

For Arphitectura,l Works &c.
IRON ROOFING AND BRIDGES,

" AND ENGINEERING WORK IN GENERAL.




