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from being regular in his attendanco on the
church courts ;5 1ndeed two meetings of Sy
nod, the one at Kingston in 1839, and the
other at ‘Toronto 1 1840, are the onfy oc.
casions on which wo find his name marked
as having heen provent, Dl 1844, the vear
of the disruption ; after which period he
wag only absent from Synod on two occa-
gwons, and he became also a very regular
attender at the meetings of the Preshytoery
\When present he always shewed a deop in-
terast iny and gave an carues! attention to
the procee ings of the Court ; and though
never taking an obtrusive, he alwavs took
a prowincut partin the business, Henever
saught display.  While matters were going
on to his satisfirtion he was content to
keep in tho back gronnd ; but,whenever duty
called, he wasready, no tess to give his coun.
sel in solving any difficulty, or his help n
carrying out any work, than to lift up his
voree aga.ast what he considered wreang, or
to stand 1n the breach, even single harded,
to resist anv encroachment on the privileges
or punty of the church., [{is nund was
deeply engaged, and his spint roused by the
excitng discussions and events connected
with the Distuption of the Church of Scot-
land in 1843, and the organization of the
Free Church, at which period he was on a
visit to Scotland, ‘Ihe premonitory events
of tho preceding years, he had iatched
with atense interest.  His hrarg burned
within him at the thought of the chains
sought to be cast over the Dlond-bouzht li.
berties of the church of tus fathers, and
while his lofty principle mads hin grieve
over the backwardness of some anl the
pusitlanimity of others, and cegard with
shawe and humiliation the sad prostitution
of principle, and the melancholy manifesta-
tion of intercsted motives, which was exhi-
Bited in holding to the emolunients at the
sacrifice of the dearest privileges of the
<hurch, and the crown-rights of the Re-
deemer, his heart warmed with admmiiation
and glowed with generous symgathy for the
nohle band, who cast all their secutar inter-
asts,andall their most kailowe | ties and asso-
cations to the winds, that thev might main-
tain the honor of the Redeemer and the
glonious liberty wherewith he hath made,
not only his people, but his church free.
lic was thus prepared to be the lealing
and guiding spirit in the movement of the
following year, in our own church, which
{ed to its disruption and ta the formition of
the Presbyterian Charch of Canada, under
inost discouraging circumstances, by twentv-
three ministers,  Around him all’ holding
the sune views confidently rathel, and ander
his leadership they unhesitatinglv went for-
ward 1n what approved itself to them as the
only path of duty. Thongh Mr. Bavne and
those who adhered to him “were but follow-
ers of a noble band, in a nable cause, which
had maved the sprinas of fecling and excited
the sympathies of chnstians throuzhoit the
world, yet thestep which they took was not
less a pamful one, nor were the sacnfices
attendant upon it small. Tt was perhaps
all the more trying, that with us it was a
testimony swaply to principle, seeing that
our church was nat exposed to the same
practical evils under which the Church of
Scotland suffered, and secing morcover, that
the weikness of our bodv, only cmerzing
from infancy. filled the minds of many with
discouraging fcars as to what the result of

a discuption unght be.  Dut the unthaching
to all, that, n hononng Christ and in up-
holding the supremacy of his crown nights,
was the only safety for a church, Ay a
heathen sand, @ fiat Justiuia ruat culum,”
50 his principle was, simply to obey Christ,
and lcave the result 1 lus hand, who can
overrule all things for lus own glury and the
advancement of his cause.

Few who were present at Kingston on
that occaston will forget how amud the stron s
manifestation of feeling which was display.
cd, and awnud the tamult of cmotione which
swelled his own bosom, he stood firm to
every principle which he had avowed, and
alnost to every expression which he had
uttered, and how some, whu at thy time
thought lus views too stern and his words
t00 strong, afterwards acknowledzed that
he bad not stood forward fur any principle
which 1t was not necessary to uphold, nor
uttered a word which was not well weighed,
or which moanifested personal feching rather
than a seusc of pnblic duty. ‘The able pam-
phlet which he publhished 1n 1846, at the reo-
quest of the Comuussion of Synod, in reply
to the guestion * Was the Disraption of the
Svnoid of Canada in connccion with the
Church of Scotland called fur 7' shows how
clear and strong were his convictions of
duty, and that if he feit keenly, the vital im-
portance which he attached to lus views
justified s warmth, which arose from an
honest desire not only to expose the evil,
but to shew the better way.

From this period, he took a deep and earnest
interest in alt that concerned the church, and
to hisaccurate and extensive knowledge, his
clear head and his sound heart may be traced,
under her great Wead, much of her present
prosnerity. e was an able counsellor, and
his opinion had always great weight.  Ie was
clear and powerful in debate, whether in the
statement of a case, or in reply.  He had a re-
markable fieulty of unravelling perpleved
cases, and of exposing sophistries.  lle never
aimed at fine speaking, but, when his feelings
were roused, he was more than cloquent, and
he impressed with the depth and sucerity of
his ferlings even those who were unconvineed
by his arguments,

Ie took a prominent part in originating or
maturing the various schemes of the church.
Onein which he took an especial interest, viz,
the Sustentation Fund, in which, in a remark-
able degree, were evineed the acutenezs and
ronotration of his mind and the soundness of
Mis judgment, has fallen through, not, as it
appears to us, from any defect in the intrinste
excellence of the scheme, but from pecaliar
obstacles which wercin the way of its efficient
working.

The Widow's Fund scheme, now in success-
ful operation, was much aided by his co-ope-
ration and matured by his counsela  In the
establishment and organization of Knox Col.
lege also the chureh received great assistance
from his knowledge and practieal wisdom,
and anore especially in the pradeat dis-
charge of the delicate commission entrusted
to him, while in Scotland, in regard to the
sclection of 8 competent Principal and another
Profeasor, for carrying on the work of the In-
stitation. The sourndness of his judgment in
the choice which he made has been fully
evinced by the suceess of the Collese under the
wuperintendence and teaching of those who
have been entrusted with the daties, and by
the character for thorough instruction and
picty, in general, of those who have passed
throngh the curriculum, many of whom who
are now holding the position of aceeptable
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and cllicient winistors in varous localitiea
throwzhout the Provines  What a lively inte
rext hie took in the students, many of them
have experienced, and will bear \\:ﬂling tea.
timony (o Ins affectionate solicitude for their
SHeC R,

it haybeen a matter of regret to many that
s own rure endow tments and richly furnabed
mind were not devoted to this dcﬁ:\rlmcnt of
the church's work, where his cumtnanding
talents, his thoroaghly digested knowledge and
tus ardent piety would doubtless have exerted
an extensive and beneficial influence upnn the
rising generation of ministers  As a worthy
tribute to his talenta and standing, as a theo-
logian and o minister, the degree of Doctorin
Divinity was confecred upan him by » univer.
aity in the eister conntry.

A questionsn wineh fne took a deep {nterest
and in the dizeussions in regard to which hy
took a_leading part, is that of the proposed
unton between our church and the U1 Clinreh,
Sincerely desirons, as we believe he was, of
euclt a_union as would thoroughly eonsolidata
tho united Lodies on sound prineiples and thas
condure to the glory of the Redeemer and the
interests of his eauze, lie yet felt thet a union
of discordant principlce is not strength and he
was anxious to make sure of unity of senti.
went, before ke gave his consent to a union of
incorporation. Lo many he appeared over.
serupulous and  overexancting from the other
chueeh, but all gave hun credit for the honeaty
of his intentions, and perhaps Lis cautivn
leant to the side of aafety. Whero great prin
ciples are involved, it 33 often wch that the
sngnine.ss of generous fozlings thould be
restrained by a little salutary caution,

To his own peculiar sphere of duty—to his
own beloved and deeply attached flock, were
his powersand energies especiaily devoted—to
their interests were his untiring lubors given
~for them bis most carnest prayers nscended
to a threne of grace,

Iis health being at all times uncertain, his
congregation very large, and the members of it
scattered over an extensive district, he did not
visit from house to house, exeept oncalls of be
sichness or berzavement, but how faithful and
how instructive yet tender and affectionate he
was in such interviews, those who have en-
joyed them cau testify.  Many such occaatons
are savoury in the inemories of nunbers of
his flock

Within the extensive bounds of his original
sphere of duty have sprung up the congrega-
tions of Paris, Ayr, Bast and West Puslinch,
Berlin, Doon and New Hope.

Much of his time was spentin the reading
and thought required for ]lis pulpit prepara-
tions—even more in thought thau in reading,
for he was not a man to satisfy himseif with
taking up and appropriating ~ the ideas of
others. e wasa man independent in think-
ing. as he was in chacacter, and of much
originality of conception. 1is sermons wers
distinguished by profound views, logical clear-
ness, a thorough acquaintance with the sys-
tem of divine troth, by the power infuged by
a mind deeply impressed with the importance
of what he uttered, and by the encrgy’of one
who wished his words to go home to the
minds and liearts of his hearers, as he himself
felt them. Iis philosopineal reading to which
he was much devoted, and his varied know-
Jedge were apparent in his discourses, but with
him_ philotophy and scienco were ever but
the handmaids of revealed trath. They never
took the place of, but always followed in the
wake of the word. His illustrations were ap-
propriate and striking and his whole manner
was golemnly impressive, as if his whole frame
was heasing with the thoughts to which ha
strove to give utterance,

ale had & deep insight into human nature, &
thorough acquaintance with the workings of




