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song. It is then ditty with you, and only on
igýid principle, thiat you say, I mnust do
thlis or thiat; " but in the guided life of the
child of God thiere is no Il iust "-it is
ail trust. Thcere is perfect understandingy,
perfect freedom, and thoen perfect trust.

l -e that truiteth in the Lord rnercy shial
compass hini about." Much rnercy shall
cornpass him about. Before, we had songs
of deliverance coînpassing about. My brother,
you live o11 @od's niercy to-(iay and for ever.
You are simple dependents on the rnercy of
God. And thieil there is perfect joyfulncss

",Be glad in the Lord and rejoice ye
righiteous, and shiout for joy ail ye that are
uprighit iliheart." Such muusic shall compass
about the guided clîild. Look back at the
beginning of the Psalm ; the Psairnist could
not have been iowver dowxi. But see at the
end, hiow hie rises up from the lowest rung of
the laddcr to fuiness of joy. See the three-
fold joy of the gyuided Life. It is personal
joy, "iBe -lad in the Lord; it is righiteous
joy ; it is shouting joy. Oh, whiat blessed
joy thiere is in the guided Life!

There is, then, in the pence of the guidcd
Life perfect understanding, perfect freedom,
perfect confidence -for lie CItrusteth in the
Lord "-and perfect joyfulness.

We have seen, then, the p)lace of guidance,
and the peace of guidance. Let us go further,
and see,

III. The Process of Divine Guidanice.
This is a very solemn matter. Let us

take first the exterior process, and sec wvhat
were the axicient way-niarks. They wcre
four-the rod; the cloud, the ark, and the
ljrim anid Thummixn. This wa-, the four-
.fold guiding-the, Rod of resurrection power;
-the*Cloud of God's perpetual Presence,
-%vhich, when you sec the cloud moving, gives
you power to follow the cloud ;-aid the
Ark, or the blessed truth, the written Word
of God advancing before thien, leading to
certain deliverances, to sure abiding places;-
-and thenl the Ui and Thumniim, or the
lighits and perfections of God.

In the New Testamenr, there is a similar
faur-rold guiding, -Consciencec; the Word of
God; the Holy Spirit;- and the outward
Providences of Cod. Conscience wvas that
guide whicx God gave to maxi at the begin-
ning; that inner tribunal, or judgc, which.
every mani possesses; but it was jarred by
the Fail, and, therefore, conscience has to be
re adjusted by the written Word, by the La-w
of the Courts of God. But then the Word
inay be wrcsted by man to, his destruction, so
God gave, thirdly, the Uoly Spirit to guide,
to interpret it. Even the Holy Vord niay

be wvrested by man, s0 it nîiust be illumninated
by the Uoly Spirit of God. Wç have,
fourthly, the outwvard providential dealingî
of God.

WVe nîust have, thoen, thie outwvard circuin-
stances; the inner Voice ; the written Word;-
the presiding Guidingy Spirit. Withi these
we cannot go wvrong if we are abiding in
Christ. You iiay put it in aniothier vay-
in one word, and say, IlI arn guided by
sanctified crnmmon seniset" If you are iii any
difficulty, investigate thle circunistances ail
round, read ail that the wvritten WVord lias to
say upon thien, pray, and thoni proceed.
Pray and proceed ; pray, and thien act faith ;
pray, and go out as if you hiad prayed, as
though you kniew there wvas a prayer hearing
and answering( God. "Wherefore crie2t
thou unto Me?' speak uxito the children of
Israel that they go forward," God said to
Moses. Tt is casier to kecp lingening on our
knecs thaxi to .step out boldly on the Word
-on the promises of God.

What think you of this wvay of guiding ?
It is certain, it is sure. God's guiding is not
always to be hiad long before thie time. Cod

guarxites hatRisgi.ding shall be in tîmze,
but he does flot guarantce that it shahl be too
soon, or very early. Whien Peter wvas shut
up in prison, it wvas at the very hast hour that
God opcxied the prison doors, and lie went
out free. God is neyer too late. Renieinbcr
that lie keeps precise tume. Hc wvill not
opei out His purposes too soon. "lMine
hour is not yet corne." Every hour is
labelled ; if it is not yet, it shail bc soon.

Let us go further anid sec what is the in-
lerior process of guidanice wvhicli God gives.
What shall we do whcen wve have sbme special
xieed of guidance ?i 1. Map out the whiole
circunistaxices in the presence of God, simply,
as far as you know thein. 2. Bring your
wvil1 wvhile it is yet ini a fluid condition, if I
xnay so say, and place it before God, that Hc
znay forni it and niould it, shape it and
direct it, before it is solidified. Many Chris-
tia-.is bring their will to God whien it is haîf
inade up, nd they say, ". Lord, confirni my
wil; " but few delibcrately bring their will
to Cod in an unforrned condition, that Uc
n:ay give it a mould, a forni, a direction.
"Work out your own salvation with fear
nd trembling, for it is Grd which worketh
in you both to will and to do of Uis good
pleasure." "Work out .... with
fear and trernbling." Tliat is good for us;
it is good for us to be entirely dependent on
the direction of the Uoly Spirit. Work out,
then, that wvhich God is wvorking iii you.
Let Ris will be your wvill, Ris deed your


