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TOE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

celestial register. You all meet at the same throne,
and in the same presence ; and, by assembling there,
yout meet with the spirits of all the perfected just : for
the throne of the great pater-fumilias, of whom the
whole family in heaven and carth is named, is t_hc
rendezvous of all his spivitual oftspring.  One Media-
tor—better far than Moses—unites your interests, and
vepresents them all in his own person ; and presents
your supplications in his own priestly censer.  And
onc atonement—such as Abel never offered—lays the
foundation of your common hope. And to ull.tlns

ot have come. As those who, being admitted l{'cc-
men. were said to have come into the very constitu-
tion of the Roman pohity—to ha_ve the jus civitalis
Romane, the right of citizenship—though living a
thousand miles oil, so you helong to the great com-
monwealth of the Chiistian Chureh.

In the local unity and representative onencss of the
Jewish tribes, then, we behold a projected sha._lm\' of
that spiritual entireness which was to he 1'§-alx.<e(-l in
the constitution of the Christiun Church. The tr_n‘lu-.s
collected at Sinai, or on Sion, were ** an allegery,™ of
which the Chufeh of Christ is the truth, liberated amd
embodicd.

The unity of the Church was a doctrine not only
prefizured, but predicted.  One of tho earliest char-
acteristics of the Messiah was, that “ to lim chould
the gathering of the people be.” Under his reign.
saith Isaiah, * Ephraim shall not envy Judnh! and
Judeh shall not vex Ephraim.” . While the union of
the two is often predictud, in evident reference to the
altimate union of the Chuvch under Ch}'mt; then
« one king shall be king to them all,—ncithor shall
they b. divided inio two kingdoms any more at all ;
he will * turn to the people a pure language, that
they may all eall upon the name of tlgc Lord, to serve
him with one consent ;7 and he will give to them “one
heart and vne way.”™  They shall constitute a Church.
in whose peacefal bosum but one heart shall exist, to
sway their motious and direct their actions,—a heart
which shall beat in hariony witle heaven, and whose
every pulse shall diffuse lite and joy to the remotest
members.  Aud so far from .«hunnin.;‘ cach other, and
secking separate paths, they shall have but “ onv
way,”? in whichthey shall advance together—a loving,
bappy pilgrim-band.

Accordingly. “ when the fulness of time was come,”
and Christ appeared on_carth, he devoted himeelf to
the great oflice o realizing those typrs and fulfilling
these predictions ; in other words, he sought to unite
us to each other, by restoring us to God.

For this purpose, ke assumed an identily of nature.
« Both he that sanctificth, and they who are sanctified.
are all of onc; for which cause he is not ashamed to
call them brethren, saying, I will declare thy name
unto my brethren ; in the midst q[ the church \\'i." 1
sing praisc unto thee.”” By assuming our nature into
a union with his own, ke has dqmons_tmtcd to our
hopes that nothing great or illustrious is to be denied
us ; that all heaven is open beforeus:: so that he would
have our only object of conteation to Le, which shall
approach the nearest to his own exalted state. By
thus honouring and croewning our nature in the face
of the universe, he would not merely shame us out of
our mutual diflcrences, but would present us to cach
c'her as new and magnificent objeets of affection.
Ry describing himself as standing * in the midst of
the church,”—its central and solar glory—he would
have us to feel our union to each otherin our com-
mon dchendence upon him. And by “calling us
brethren,” he would remind his followers that they
form o brotherhood ; and that they are not to be
ashamed of, nor in any way to disgrace, the sacred
relationship. Whatever infirmities and defects they

may see in a fellow-Christian, they are -to remember
that he is treading the ascent of truth and goodness
that, at length, he will reach an elevation in that
upward path, where he will be vichly entitled to all
their estean 5 that the holiest of those who are now
before the throne will finully hail him as a companion,
and delight in his converse ; and that whatever excel-
lences he will then display, he now possesses in the
principle or seed. They are to remember that all the
tollowers of Christ ave” cven now the objeets of Ais
ennobling love ; that Ze is not ashamed to call them
brethren, and is, at this moment, discharging for them
all the kind and beneficent oftices of brotherhood ; and,
remambering this, their aitections should expaml and

&nln-acc the whole as members of the family of
Shist,

But not only did our Lord plainly imply that such
was his object, he expresdy declared it. ¢ 1 am the
good shepherd,” said he, “T know my sheep, and am
known of mine.  As the Father knoweth e, even so
know I the Father: and I lay down my Lfe for the
sheep. And other sheep I have wlieh ave not of this
fold: them also T must biing, and they shiali heay my
voce; und there shall be one fold, aud one shepherd,
Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay
down my life that { may takeit again.”  From which
remarkable exposition of the Divine plaus we learn,
that the proper and natural aspect which the human
family ought cver to have presented to the cyes of
the universe is thai of the oncness of a flock in close
and constant nearness to its Divine Shepherd ; that,
under the disturbing influence of sin, “all we like
sheep have gone astray,™ wandering not only from
God, but from cach other alvo; * turning every one
into his own way ;" that the objeet of the advent of
Christ is to reclaim us from our wanderings, and to
vestore us to the Livineembrace from which we lave
Leen lost 5 that =0 intently is the benevolence of God
set on our recovery, that inceflably as he had loved the
Saviour frum eteruity, he loves im <till more for sus-
tainng owr liabilities, and thes setting his paterial
compassiit free to save us 3 and hat, in roward for
that madiation. all whoe are saved shall form vne fold
under him, ** the great Shepherd of the sheep.”” So
that, in truth, the rccovery and union of belicvers
under Christ, i the ultimate design of God in the ne
diation of his Son.

And with this representation agrees also the tenour
of vur Lord’s mactical tceching., His favourite
topics, of this nutare, were bunulity betore God, and
a sperit of furbearance aad love towards men. Al
be it remembered the* hie insisted on the latfer as
tending to, and expressive of, the former., The same
pride which proclaims its independence of God,
veays Also to insulate itself from man, and to subor-
dinate every thing to its own interest. And the same
hamility which lies low at the foolstool of Gol,
declines fo be called “master,” and is willing w0
become the * servant of all.”

So far from making his religion the oceasion of
new contentions, he would have his disciplés to « for-
give from the heart every one his brother their tres
passes”—t0 proclaimn a general amnesty, an act of
oblivion of all injugies, a year of jubilee—and thst
jubilee he'would have us to make perpetual. So fur
from allowing his disciples o draw oft] on account of
their religion, into =cparate factiong, he would have
that rcligion to bind them in a confederation fe
securing the peace of the world. And, instead of
allowing us to go to the throne of grace with o feeling
of cstrangement from our brethiren on account of our
religious differences, he would tave our religion ¥
operate as the chief incitement {o prayer in thel
behalf. He not ouly charges us to do for them al
the good we can ourselves, but taking us into “ou
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