*

The Government of the City of
Ottawa. '

IT 18 s#d by those in a position to know

that the growth of the city of Ottawa
which has been almost phenomenal dar-
ing the past fifceen years has been arrest
d. The real estate dealers, builders, fin-
ancial men, and others reo.= to suy that
there is something the matter in the sitn
ation, in view of the expansion of business
throughout the country generally, and in
view of the many advantages enjoyed by
the Cap tal of Canada both in natural faci-
lities for comme *cial undertakings and a
Jdiberal arrangem.ent with the government,
and the work of the Improvement Commis.
sion.

From what cun be gaihered the fault is
largely placed on the municipul institn
tion. The city council is said to be mis-
managing affairs and to be increasing the
taxes beyond all reasonableness. Thers is
no inducement to men occupying perman-
ent positions to establish permanenthomes,
If a man builds a home for himself and
family he is immediately pounced upon
by the assessment department and thecity
tax collector and is made to pay in taxes
more than he would pay in rent for the
same property, and if he is rash enough to
‘improve his property they come in and tax
his improvements. If a man starts ia bn
siness and buys a plant and employs aiti-
sans and pays out considerable sums week
ly in wages the tax collector comes rounnd
and svaks him for all he is worth, and does
aaything possible to hinder him from get-
ting a start and building up u businessthat
would udd to the prosperity of the city.

The outery aguinst exorbitant taxation
was £0 great that all the prominent candi-
«dates asking the saffrages of the electors at
the polis Jast January pledged themselves
ito reduce the taxes and the Mayor of the

city himself made it a prominent plank
in bis platform, with the resalt that every
man of them is forsworn. The taxes in-
stead of being decreased are from 25 to 30
per cent in excess of what they were the
previous year.

Some effort is evidently being made
by interested persons to persuade the pub-
lic that the cityis stillgrowing by leapsand
bonnds, so much so that it is dificnlt for
tenants to rent houses, They procured the
publication in April in one or more of the
localdaily papers of the statement that hon-
Ses were so scarce that landlords were put-
ting up rents. As a matterof®fuct thestate-
ment was unrrue to the knowledge of the
persons responsible for it. People in the
business state that never were thiugs s>
dull in real estate and the renting of
houses as they are at the present time in
the city of Ottawa. Landlords wers offer-
ing houses $5 a month less than they were
receiving and they were going begging at
that. The list of unrented houses was ne-
ver 80 large, and this in face of the fact
that the city council and its administra-
tion make it almost impossible for men to
build houses for themselves,

The immense amount of nutuxable pro-
perty in the city, and it is continually
growing, belonging or leased to the Crown,
15 the excuse given hy municipal legislat-
ors for the position of affairs, bot while
this may be argnable we helieve 1here is
nothing in it.  The advantags to the city
of the pre<ence bere of parlinment snd
the public service is vasily greater  than
anything in the shape of raxes that conld
be levied on g vernment proper'y,

The government  has, however, practie-
ally tuken hold of municipal matters in
the appointment of ti.e Improvement Com-




