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with both feet on the City Auditor who, by the Great Horn
Spoon, knows nore about his business infa minute than ‘Sal.’
does in a month. Indeed, what old Alderman Double-Entry
don’t know about financiering would fill an ordinary encyclo-
peedia. Nst an unusually large one, bit, say, a nice handy
one of ten volumes octavo, with a suppiement, and bound in
calf (unlettered).

Our local evening contemporary stated last week that
Charles Stanford Douglas, head of the noted real estate firm
of Douglas & Co., of this city, got his middle name from
being called after the late Senator Stanford, of California,
who (so our contemporary aforesaid states) was ‘“‘a mining
pard’’ of Mr. Douglas pere “'in Teanessee.” ~Now neither
Stanford nor Douglas—nor, indeed, any one else thatwe ever
heard of—mined in Tennessee, and we are quite sure that
Charlie Douglas was not born ‘‘’way down in Tennessce,”
but first saw the iight in Wisconsin, where Stanford, for
some time, practiced law. It was then that the two old gen-
tlemen became chums and C. S. Douglas was named after the
future Senator and millionaire Strange that our contem-
pc;lx'%r);’s hired man canpot geta thing straight once ina
while!

By the way, apropos of Stanford, it will be remembered
that he lost his only son when the boy was fifteen or sixteen
years of age. Dr. Newman, of New Vork, one of those pul-
;nteers who preach ‘‘comfortable things’ to the rich, wassent
{or to deliver the funeral sermon. The fulsome flattery with
which the 8reachment was loaded, provoked Ambrose
Bierce, the Californian satirist, to say‘that **Dr. Newman
had, in his oration, compared young Stanford with the Lord
Jesus Christ—mnuch to the disadvaniage of the latter!”

OUR REPRESENTATIVE MEN.

GEORGE BLACK, ESQ.

KNOWN ALL OVER THE PROVINCE AS “THE LAIRD OF
HASTINGS.”

The portrait given above is a very good ‘‘counterfeit pre-
sentment”’ of George Black, Esq., of Hastings, a gentlemen
who is well and most favorably known to everyone who has
been, for any length of time, an inhabitant of British Colum-
bia. Heis regarded asan estimable, upright, honest citizen,
~whose honor.is above reproach, and-whose word is as gond. a-
his bond. T

The subjoined sketch of his career is necessarily briei
since our space will not permit of anything like a full recor
of what has been amost varied and interesting life, Itcanb
relied upon, however, as accurate in the details given, so fa
as they go, as the facts were collect2d from the most reliabl
sources. .

Mr. Black was boru in the parish of Skene, twelve mile
from the city of Aberdeen, Scotland, on December 16, 1831
His father died soon after the boy’s birth, and his mother
having married a second’time and accompaniéd her husbanc
to New York, George was entrusted to the care of an aunt
who fulfilled inevery respect the duties of a mother toward:
}ﬁfn., and for whom he always retained the most grateful af

ection. .

His education was obtained in the city of Aberdeen, tc
the neighborhood of which his aunt had removed. He did
not,'however, continue long to enjoy the advantages of
school, for he was apprenticed _to the shoemaking trade at
the age of 14, and continued with his master until he became
a full-fledged journeyman and an expert at the business. He
spent a yearor two at his trade 1n Aberdeen, and, when
twenty years of age, he became attracted, as many others of
his countrymen were at that time, by the pictures which
were painted of the advantages and charms of life in the
Western Hemisphere, and he sailed for Quebecon the ship
Ben Lomond, reaching that port after nine long, tedious
weeks on the Atlantic. From Quebec he went to Montreal
and there struck his first job. He did not, however, con.
tinue long in that city, but went to Toronto and thence to
Hamilton. While in the last named city he met a man from
Skene, who was conducting a shoe factory at Simcoe, Nor-
folk County, and’engaged to work for him.

Mr. Black was, at this time, a stalwart, strapping, ath-
letic young fellow as one could see in a day’s march, aud,-in
contests where-strength and agility were required, he easily
beat the best men that the country around Simcoe could pro-
duce. In fact from the nunierous mnoney prizes he secured
during his stay in Norfolk county, he made up.a ‘‘stake”
sufficient to pay his passage to California, where the gold
fever was then at its height. He went by the Nicaragua
route, and reached San Francisco.in the spring of ’s5. Like
a great many more, he did not staylong in the city by the
Golden Gate, but made tracks for the mines, where he met
with only very mioderate success, chiefly working in Yuba
and Butte counties.

When the Fraser River excitement broke ont, Mr. Black
joined the motley crowd, of all nationalities, who set out for
new Land of Promise from ’'Frisco, by way of Whatcomn.

1 After conmsiderable difficulty and delay, he finally reached

the Fraser, by way of Victoria, and spent about two years
working the placers on that river and sharing in all the
hardships and perils which the pioneer miners had then to
i undergo. He got but meagre returns for his toil except
what he cleaned up on the Canal River. He was, it mmay be
noted in passing, one of the ¢rew of the very first boat that
ever passed through the Canal River canyon, and a very
perilous passage it was.

Soon tiring of the unremunerative work on the Fraser
River placers, Mr. Black and his companion struck out for
Cariboo. By the way, Mr. Black tells how that district came
to get the name. It was in this way: He himself was lying
sick in camp, after they reached their destination, and, as
scurvy had ?)cgun to show itself in the party in & virulent
form, owing to the fact that the only food to be had was
“rusty’ bacon and beans, fresh meat wasat a preminm. Mr.
Helgesen, ex-M. P. P. for Metchosin, who was one of the
party, went off on a hunt and sighted a large herd of cariboo.
Knowing how valuable.the carcases of a few of those fine
animals would be for stopping the inroads of the dread dis-
ease which was sapping away the life of his comrades in
camp, Mr. Helgesen stalked them for hours; but failed to se-
cure even a single.one, and had to return to tell of bis disap-
pointment to the sufferers in the camp. It wasagreed tocaill
the Gistrict by the name of the elusive herd, and “Cariboo” -
it has ever since remained. ]

Mr. Black says that hie owes. his life' to Mr. .Helgesen’s
skill and acquaiutance with edible..varieties of wild vege-
tables. For weeks that gentleman foraged for wild onions, :
juniper berries'and.the-roots of the Oregon grape, and . fed
them to the sufferers’from scurvy until he finally -brought
thein around to the season when fresh.meat could be -had in
abundance. )

The ‘first .$3,000 Mr. Black cleaned up in Cariboo héun- -
fortunately loaned; -at:3 percent., per month, interest; to the
company that.ran the steanier ‘“Vale,” plying -between- Vale .

and New Westminster: Hemeversaw @, <ent

-of -his- motiey
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