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Flukes and Scab in Sheep.

To the Editor of Tun Caxapa Faryik.

Sih,—It has long been suspected. tut s now
generally believed, by Zoologists, that the *rat™ in
sheep Is caused by the Disfoma Hepalics (200 spedies
are kaown), sometimes called a * fluke,” from its
shape, found in the livers of shicep and other domestic
animals, also even in that of man. It is from half an
inch to over an inch in length, oval in form, but
pointed at both extremitics. From the fact that
sheep never contract tho *“rot,” and, of course, the
Distoma, in dry but do in wet pastures, it is surmised
that the germs of this parasito exist in the water, or
on the grass, of wet or marshy land, and find their
way into the stomachs of domestic animals with the
grass caten or the water drank, and into that of man

from eating raw vegetables.
The larvee, being so small as not to be visible with

ibe naked cye, finds its way into the blood, and is
finally deposited in the ducts of the liver, whero it
speedily becomes a *fluke.” Their power of repro-
duction is immense, over a thonsand being secenin a
single liver. These creatures are bisexnal, and their
mode of multiplication is therefore similar to that of
other creatures of both sexes, but different from that
of the tape-worm in the first phase of its existence,
which i, by division. similar tothat of creatures of
the lowest scale of animal existence. 1t has been
observed that graminivorous animals are subject to
the Distoma, while the camivorous are liable to the
tape-worm, in its perfcct form, getting it from their
prey : thus, the mouse is the nurseof the tape-worm of
the cat, while the garden-snail is that of the pigeon.

Not havjng seen any cascs of sheep diseased with
the *scab,” I am not acquainted with its appearance.
but presume that it is the same as the Muange (Scabics
Ferina) itch, which affects necarly all our domestic
animals, especially the borse, sheep, dog and cow . if
such is not the case it is likely to be allied toit, and
the cause then, will be due to an insect, something
similar to the itch insect of man.

Your article on the ** PPros and Couns of Sheep Wash-
ing,” suggested to me the subjects of this cummuni-
cation. In the article referred to, **rot” and *scab"”
in gheep, being apt to contaminate the whole flock. in
the wash-pool or on the way leading to it, appecared
as objections to the use of a public washing place.
1f the hypothesis that the **rot” is caused by the
Distoma be correct, and it is very probable, since all
sheep, whoso livers arc badly discased with it. ate
found to have the * rot,” although a few healthy ones
bave been seen, whose livers contained afew flukes ,
and, as far as I am aware, no sheep diseased with the
“rot” was free from the Distoms; it is impossible
for them to contract the disease, by merely walking
over the road leading to the pool, or being washed,
unless they eat of the grass or manage to swallow
some of the water. hoth of which are improbable.
With the *scab? (if 1t 18 the same or sinular to the
Mange), it is different ; this is communicated by con-
tact, or might by using the same water, as the cause
of the disease is, as above stated, an insect. B,
wtzflhing in a stream of water danger will he obrvi-
al

Besides losing the « golk™ which may he employed
as manure, as you stated, asolution of it in hot water
has a very %cculiar property of dissolving grease
stains, and other impuritics, from all hinds of woven
textures, without in the least destroying the coluur,
but will, in a mecasure, restore it, and is helieved to
act as a mordant 1n fixi g the colour. Two or three
fleeces put in two pailfuls of boiling water, will make
a pretty strong solution, to be Leated for use, and the
garments afterwards to be thoroughly rinsed in clean
water, no eoap nced be used. . McD.
South Finch Co., Stormont,

Nore BY Ep. C. F—The discase spoken of in the
article alluded to by our correspondent is hoof-rot,
whilo that of which he states the theory correctly
enough, isrot ;—an entirely distinet complaint. Fortu-
nately the latter is scarcely known to flock-masters
in the northern portion of this continent, atleast ; and
18 helieved not to be contagious Hoof-rat, nn the
contrary, is decidedly and nniformty contagious ; and
is belicved to he communicated by a species of ino-
culation—by the virus of a diseased faot being hrought
n contact with the inner poriion of an undiseased
foot. Experienced flock-masters, however, find no
difficnlty in effecting a perfect cv ‘e of hoof-rot, by
the timely use of the knifo and tho cautery, upon the
hoof affected.

o ——

—Foot Rot in Sheep.

.\ CORRESPUNDENT of the Genesce Furmer, wTites 1o
know how to cure foot rot in sheep. Jolin Johnston,
to whom wesent the enquiry,kindly replies asfollows :

Yoot rot in sheep can bHio thoroughly curcd by
thorough paring of atl the hoof from the disonscdpnrt,
and appiving a salve made of pulverized blue vitriol
mixed with lard, butter, or any other grease.  If hot
weather nlittle taradded to the mixture isan improve-
ment.  Those sheep that are diceased must be
separated from the sound at the first dressing, but
the sound must have salve applied to their feet, clce
«omo of them will become lame in a short time.  The
discased ones should be dressed over awgain ina few
days, say three or four, cvery foot being closcly
examined.  Sce that no part of the hoof hias been lett
covering the sore. The sound ones should he dre<sed
over again in abont a weelk from the first dressing. or
sooner if any are seen lame  About three dressings
in that way will generally effect a cure, if the paring
has been thorouga. It reqguires thorongh work to
cradicate that discase, but I know from experience
that it ean bedone in the way Istate. Butif the lana
is wet whero they pasture. or land that retaine water
on or near the surface for days afterit rains, it is very
difficult to keep thesheep ~onnd in the feet.” —Gencsee
Farmer.

Pouttry wavd,
' Chickenhood,

A seriEs of capityl articles his latddy appeared,
in the Seottish Furmer,on the management of chickens,
a brief digest of which w» herewith commeng to the
carefu! attention of oar enterprising and thrifty
housewives. The writer very appropriately iutro-
duaces his subject by urging the prime impoiw.aee of
breeding only from fowls which ar: likely to com-
bine. in their progeny, the marks of excellence
especially cought for.  In puichasing eggs for hatch-
g, the prudent course is to apply unly to such stock-
holders as can be trusted. and who are too s« sible to
spuil their marhet by cheating the uninitinted.

In <peshing of the interest which attaches to the
supervision of newly hatched chickens, the writer s
the following genial remarks :

+ In health, warmth, and ptenty. what more capt-
vating sight than a large brood of chickens! The
promising juvenile fancier, by his or her carly and
oft repeated visits, proves how much admired the
~weet, nimble, and playful little favourites are.  The
animated appeals to older hystanders to watch their
restless movements and happy activity, as well as
the hearty shouts of laughter excited by their odd
tricks, permit us no lunger to wonder at the carnest
cntreaty of Johnnte ur Nettie to be allowed to go
with papa oT wamma to feed the weee chickies, and asa
special favour to carry their breakfast.  The chicken-
coop is 4 sunrce of'purt's: cajoyment to an observant
child, and if the inmates are in proper condition
they can do no harm eitber to the health or spirits of
grown up people.”™

The first,and for several weeks the uninterrupted re-
quirement of chickens i3 warmth, without which all
other care is in vain.  Lxposure toa chill. for a brief
space immediately after hatching,is death, and for sume
neehs after, cold s a seriowks luadrance to digesuon,
feathering, and growth. A steady mother wiil <tick
closely to her nest. till the second or third day after
hatching ; and there need be no anxicty about fuod
or water during the first twenty-four hours, as warmth
alone is required. For some weeks after the mother
leaves the negt, she should be cooped up within nar
row limits ; but after the chickens are from tweive
tu fuurteen days old, she should be let out to take o
stroll of twenty minutes lengih. Tlus reereation |
shonld never he permitted when it rains, or when th
ground and grassarc wet  The first meal of a chicken
is properly oatincal slightly slaked with waier. The
sounder the meal the better. and the yolk afa hard hnil-
ed egg may be . dded ty it with advantage  Aft 1 the
second neek, broken geain mag he given in wode-
rate quantitics as a scparate meal ; but it is advisable
to continue the egg mixture, putting in the white as
woll as the yolk. Wheas is not suitable food for

chickens . it fatttens too = pidly and {cods to roup.

Like their scniors, chickens are fond of grass and
most of our common vegetables, and should have »
supply cut small for them when very young: but
when they are n few weeks old they delight to help
themselves. They must bave water counstantly sup
plied to them in a sballow vessel, or, if one i3 used
deep cnough t) drowa a chick, let it be filled up with
clean stones far cnough to preveat this.  Ifthe slight
eat appearance of parasites e observed about the
mother, in conzequence of the weath r preventing
her from using the dust bath, dust a little sulphur
among her feathers, partieularly under her wings and
over the lower parts of her body. Chickens and ver
min cannot both thrive together ; but care must be
taken not to over-do this, and if a dust-hath can be
formed under cover, the brimstone, in the majority
of cases, may be dispenged with,

* Do not treat them to a roost till ten or twelve
weeks old.  Of all chickens, we cannot in their first
months se - with certainey the excellencies of thew
respeetive points, and, looking to competition, we
must keep all on ull we ure quite sure of the best.
Of course. of the laiger breeds, as Cochine. Bralimas.
Dorkings. a very carly comparutive estimate may be
made and rich feeding may be begun to push for-
ward the Tumps to astonish the visitorsof exhibitions.
The young giant must indeed, to succeed, have his
oil, his gravy, his beef, and even his glass of ale or
wine : and to make o firame wher *» to support his
flesh, do not withhold from him a feast of crushed
bones in his tender years! Other breeds need not
he so pampered. yet carly maturity and richness of
plumage may be much aided by considerate extra
attention to those specimens on which the future
lionours of the exhibition-room depend. DBy all
means heep them in good chicer ; separate the sexes ;
and it the <lightest teadeney to pugnacity among the
cockerels he observed, separate them also, and at
once.™

It will s convenicat U offec thisseparation when,
at most, the chichens havas reachea the fourth or fifth
month of their age, by having a spare run for the
cockerels, and for the pullels also, if space permit,
althouzh the latter o be, with little harm, distribut-
ed amouge the runs of the adult fowle

The cocherels mnst noe for one day ho so alle-
cateul. The first blast from tie stripling’s clarion in
presence of a veteran ruler will be answered by the
notes of war.  If the slightest air of defiance is sbewn
by the juvemle iatruder to his superior, tho rush of
baitle succeeds, and unless an carly aod safe flight
o effected. the sharp sput of the mature pugilist is
wuthlessly driven into the tender flesh of his vaofor-
tanaie antagonist. It the chicken has been foolhardy
vnough to resist, it will be hopeless to live in his
new home and thrive. Ie has only to make his ap-
ealance to be insulted before the tadics of the estab-
ishment ; he will be hunted up often to be persecut-
ed, and in his miserablo fight, he may have to suffer
the crushing indignity of being beaten by the hens.

Under thess civeumsianees it is, of course, impos
<ihle for a yuung bird to fatten, o1 feather, or hecome
robust in constitution.  Tn farm yards where there is
ample scope for all the stock, and abundant retreat
for the vanquished. separation is less necessary -
partial confinem~nt of the pugnacious mermbers being
generally suflicicnt to keep peace.

I the confincinent he for a day or two, hovever.
in cases where the battle has been all but drawn, the
cure is only an inveterate form of the discase, as
every renewed meeting will bemore terrible than the
preceding one.  Henee, where more cocks or cocker-
¢ls than one ren tyzether, and are not meant to be
separated. our ads:ee 1s to let the battle be decisive
and the sad phight of the combatants at the end of
the bloody frav will be well compensated by a last
ing peace.’

In cases of sanguinary frays hike the above, if the
plumage is much besmeared, it is better not to wash
it: far when blood is left to dry, it hardly ever pene
trates the dov.ny under-part of the neck feathers .
whereas, when it is washed it is soaked right in to
the bird's shin destroying its appearance, very fre
auently. for a whole srasap

* Of coursc, for a stock kept ovnly for cias and the
“able. the demands of the market and Lome consump-
Lo afford an easy and ready remedy , hat even to
the owners of such stock wo say, do not, if you waut
to heep up tho usual supply of cgas. and savoe the
plunnze and liealth of your hens, be slow to apply
it; and the mowent the cockerels become impudent-
15 muisclhuiesoug, sweep off all you do not intend to
Keep permancntly. 1If you fail to follow this advice,
please do not fret at seeing your cockerels knocking
one another, as woll as the unoffending bhens, to
pieces, and bear with resignation the cvifyou hare
taken no means to preveat,”



