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fromn evcry section of the province, and lie extended a
cordial welcone to all.

Sir Johni Carlinîg replied to the toast, " The Do-
minion and Provincial Parliaimnts," as follows.

I an very niuch pleased indeed to be with you to-
niglit, and I amx glad to see the grand success of the
poultry show. As a result of my experience iii the
Legislature thirty ycars ago as Minister of Agricul-
turc, and later wh1ien I lad the honor of being Minis-
ter of Agriculture for the Dominion, I feel a great in-
terest in muatters of this kind. We all know the
agricultural interest of Canada is a great and iiport-
ant interest, and % henever the agriculturist is success-
ful and prosperous, the coutry in general will pros-
per. Look at the iniprovenients tiat have been made
during the last thirty or forty years. For instance,
we liad no railiways of any acconut then, but now
there are 1 7,oo miles in' operation, and before the
close of 1900 it is expected there will be nuarly 20,000,
and this is of great benefit to the fariner, as it gives
hin great facilities for disposing of his products at the
best markets.

A great deal has been said with regard to out neigh-
bors across the le. We would like to trade with
thei, but they do not feel disposed to act fairly.
They want to get the best of the bargain every tine,
and altholugh deputation after depu'tation lias been
sent by out Governmnents to try and arrange the mat-

ter, they have all returned unsuccessful. If they sill
not nzet us fairly we will stand ou out own riglts as
Canadians and refuse to give theim more than we are
receiving. British markets are open to us and we
should and are taking advantage, to some extent, of
the privilege and send as large an aionuit as possible of
our products there. Our expurts in 1S96 amoiuinted to
$î2r,ooo,ooo ; of this amount $66,ooo,ooo went to

Great Britain and $44,000,Oo to the United States.
Our imports were $n8,ooo,ooo-$33,ooo,ooo froi
Great Britainî and $64,ooo,ooo fron the Uniited States,
whilethe latter only took fron us $44,ooo,ooo, or $20,-

ooo,ooo less than what we bouglit fron theu, notwith-
standing the fact that they are doing all that they can
to prevent us selling in their markets. They are
charging five cents per dozen duty on eggs shipped
into their country, while ve only charge three cents.
In fact on nearly everything they have a high protec-
tive duty.

With regard to the exporting of eggs, I was told to-
day by a gentleman that his firmî iad exported during
1897 350,000 dozen eggs fron London, and that
7,ooo,ooo dozen had been shipped fromn Montreal to
Great Britain last season. I 'hink tiat speaks well
for the work of this Association, and for those 'who
take sucli an interest in poultry. Britain eau take all
the eggs you can produce. One gentleman inported
into Great Britain last season 20,ooo,ooo dozen, and
the importation of eggs from all countries last year
totalled £5,ooo,oo sterling, so that I thiink you imust
all feel encouraged to know that there is sucli a
great denmand there, and that you only have to con-
tinue to improve the quality and size of your eggs and
you will get a good market for thei, as you have for
butter and cheese.

I feel it a great hionor to be called tipon to respond to.
the toast of, " Canada." All ny interests are here and
so lon'g as I was in public life I felt it a pleasure and
a duty to advance the interests of this country in every
possible way.

I thank you mîost heartily for the kind hearing you
have given Ie, and vish you every success in, your
work.

Mr. W. T. Crandall, of the Department of Agricul-
ture, Ottawa, said lie had just returned fromîî England,
where le had been acting as conunercial agent for the
Dominion Goveriinent. We do not, lie said, under-
stand fully the capabilities of that wonderful :"arket.
Over $6oo,ooo,ooo is spent yearly for food. They re-
quire and have the best that can be procured. It is
not a matter of choice with us whether we ship the
products of this country to that market ; it is a neces-
sity. As Sir jio. Carling very wisely said, we have tried
for the United States trade, but by tleir highi protec-
tive tarif, they have virtually said that they do not
wantt out business, and as there is now a great desire
ou the part of England to give lier colonies the prefer-
ence in trade, we should take every advantage possi-
ble of that fact and thus build up a profitable trade.

With regard to poultry, the Caiadian lias a great
deal to learn yet as to preparing and shipping this par-
ticular article to Enîgiland. Well dressed fowl, care-
fully packed, will connînand a higi figure, but as long
is it is sent over in a mianier sinmilar to two consign-
ieuts which I inspected just before leaving for home,
low prices and au indifferent demaud will be the re-


