e S S S THE CATHOLIC.

o the reaular and ordinary authority of Christ’s
¢ hureh, without mission, without miracles intro-
duced all these  changes  of religion—as  great
- hanges as those whichwere sanctioned by the mi-
yarulows and divine wissions of Moses and Jc.sus
Christ. . All this infatuated collection of cor.npxlcd
<l invented, of ancient and modern hcn:'mc::,.hcI
faught  his dcluded diseiples to call a reformation
of religion.

But this was ouly the beginning of Iny

the evil.

.pite of the prohibition and curses of Lathery his

diseiple soon claimed their master's privilege of
lelieving and teaching what they pleased. Ac~1
tuated by this rule and principle, they soon formed:
“more systems of religion, than you or I can enu-
:“{ncmtc. From the f)pern(iox\ of this u.nlm.l_\-, ‘tlns.
liecntious principle, in a few years Zuinglianism, !
*Calvinism, Anabaptism, Arminianism, Socinianism,
“and t1wenty other sects sprung up on the contnent,|
+nd were soon transplanted into this country.—
'rom the operation of this same principle in our
~land, which was then Catholic, some adopted the
«pinians of Henry or Seymour, of Cranmer or Eliz-
aheth, of Presbyterians, Puritans, Unitarians, Inde-,
pendents, Dippers, Quakers, Methodists, Sweden-
lorwgians, and so forth, down to the lustof our Pro-
1estant prophets and reformers, whetlier male or
iemale. From the operation of the same princi-
ple, while ¥ still adhere to the old eveed of my
tathers, of your fathers, who saw the beginning of
« very modern sect some of my neighbours lollow
one religion, some auother, trying all, except the!
1ight one, by. turns, and sticking long to none.—
Alcr three hur 'red years of industry, the refor-
wation is not compleated ; and it never will be com-
Jeated as long  as men usurp the authority ot be-
heving what they please.

01 all these various and discordant sects, only one
«an be the true Chureh.  Can you tell me which I
. m conscience  bound to obey, to the exclusion |
orall therest 2 Can you give wmea satisfuctory
«wason, why 1 should prefer the reformer Luther to
iie reformer Arius : why I should prefer Elizabeth
‘o Knox, Wesley to Priestly, or any of them to Mrs,
<outheotean? I defy you to do so, without violating
“he principle from which all these reforinations
-prung : a principle which, if it be condemnablein
e sect of Protestantism, is condemnable in all,

My point is proved, T hope you now admit it—
tar yeligion, is essentially fixed.  Yours is cssen-
nally changeable.—~Ours is wedded to urity. Yours
-astranger to t.—Ours wasdelivered.  Yoursin-
vented—We in Peter’s ship are held by a sheet
atwhor safe in our moorings. You are afloat on
e veean of conflicting opinions without a pilot,

+itliout a compass, “ tossed to and fro, angd carried
whout with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight
vinen, and cunning craftiness, whercby they lie
u wait o deceive” Bph.iv, 14. Enjoying this
- ensistency of faith and security of conscience, be-

eve me, Mr. Hardman, we Catholics see nothing
"0 envy in that mobility, of faith which is so natu-
Tal, that] uneasiness of conscience which is so com-

reformed Christinns. Neither do we feel the slight-
est temptation 1o exchange our apostolic and im-
mutalle rule of faith for the Protestant privilege of
believing as many errors as we please : but while
.you profess the creed of the apostles of the refor-
mation, * I believe whatever I please 37 let the Ca-
 tholic, without censure, enjoy so muchof your pri-
vilege, asto profess his rule of futh in the Creed of
other Apostles : X petieve e Howy Carnoric
Cugren,
Gentlemen, I must reserve my reficctions and
!veply for my next Letter.  1am, &ec.
Joux Hanpmax,
As an undeniable proof that the Catholic clergy withliolds

notthe scriptares from the Laity ; we subjoin the following
official documents ou the subject from the first anthority in

iithe Catholic Chiurch.

Wuex the Rev. Anthony Martini, of Turin,

| afterwards Archbishop of Florence, published bis

Ttalian translation of the Sacred Seriptures, he pre-
sented a copy of'it to the late Pope Pius VE.—The
present was not only graciously accepted by his
Holmness, but e morcover condescended to send
Ihim a letter of thanks on the occasion. In this he
{tells him that < ke judged exccedingly well, that the Faith-
ful should be excited to the reading of the Holy Seriptures ;
\for these, ho adds, are the most abundant sources, which
ought to be Ieft open (o every one, o draw from them purily
of morals, and doctrine, to eradicate the errors which are
widely disseminatedin these corrupt times. Optime sentis,
st Christi Fideles ad lectionem divinarum litterarum mag-
nopere cxcitandos existirtes, Illi cnim sunt fontes uberrimi,
qui cuique patere debent ad hauriendam et morum et doctri-
ne sanclitatem.”

In 1797, a new cdition of Bishop Challoner’s
Bible, which had long been wanted, and was
anxiously sought for, was given at Edinburgh, by
the venerable Bishop of Daulis, Dr. Hay. Some
years befure, he had visited Rome ; and had there,
and in other parts of Italy, himself witnessed, how
much the Pope’s Jetter was applauded 5 and how
favorably Martini’s edition was received by his
countrymen. He therefore translated the Pope’s
Latin letter into English and prefixed it to that
edition. Itwas also prefixed to his Dublin’s edi-
tions, by Archbishop Troy, who was on the spot
when the letter was written, and was well ac-
qoaintc ¥ with all the circumstances connected
withe it. Mfessrs. Syersand Haydock did the same
intheir Manchester editions, in folio; and Fbelieve
the cxamples of the two venerable prelates has
been followed in every other edition previous to
the year [815 : and Thave no hesitation in saying,
that the British Catholics were even more pleased
withthat letter, than the Italians, Itis,in fact, to
them a Goliah 3 2 practical and unanswerable ar-
gument, which speaks of itsclf volumncs: and carries
more conviction with it, than any thing they had
before produced in their answers to the objections
of Protestants on this head.

Why then, let me ask, was it omitted in the
stercotype edition of the New Testament in 1815 ;
especially as the “Roman Catholic Bible Society,’”
that stercotyped at,was formed for the express pur-
pose of facilitating the distribution, and of course

mon and so reasonable among the various seets of

the encouraging thereading of the Holy Scriptures,
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and particularly of the New Testament, amongst
tho poor of the Catholic communion. The letter
itselfis not only omitted hut il is not even men-
tioned in the prefatory address !—And yet nothing,
Iconccive, could have answered their purpose
better, than the insertion of it at full length, as
Bishops Hay and Troy, and olher editors had done
before them. T therefore hope you will giveit o
place in your valuable Misscllany, and that it
never will be again omitted in any future edition
of the Biblefor Testamont,
POPE PIUS THE SIXTH.
Beloved Sun, Health and  Apostolical Be-

. nediction,
At a time that a vast number of bad books,

which most grossly atfack the Catholic religion,
are circulated even among the unlearned, to the
great destruction of souls, you judge exceedingly
well, that the Iaithful should be excited to the
reading of the Holy Scriptures ; for these arethe
most abundant sources, which ought to be left open
to every one to draw from them purity of morals and
of doctrine, to cradicate the errors, which are so
widely disseminated in these corrupt times. This
you have seasonably effected, as you declare, by
publishing the Sacred writings in the language ot
your country suitable to every ene’s capacily ;
especially when you shew and set forth, that you
have added explanatory notes, which being extract-
ed from the Holy Fathers, preclude every possible
danger of abuse, Thus you have not swerved,
cither from the laws of the Congregation of the In-
dex, or from the Constitution published on this sub-
ject by Benedict. XIV. That immortal Pope, our
predecessor in the Pontificate, and formerly, when
we held a place near his person, our excellent mas-
ter, in ecclesiastical learning : circumstances which
we mention as honourable to us, We, therefore,
applaud your eminent learning, joined with your
extraordinary piety, and we return you our due ack-
nowledgments for the baoks, which you have trans-
mitted to us, and which when convenient, we will
read over. In the mean time, as a token of our
Pentifical benevolence, receive our Apostolical
benediction, which to you, beloved Son, we very
affectionately impart. Given st Rome, on the
Calends of April, 1778, the fourth of our Pontifi-
cale. PuirLip Buoxsaxzrci,
Latin Secretary.
Te our Beloved Son, Antony Mariini, at Tarin.
[A translation fram the Latin Original.J
Ana now, allow me just to observe before I close
my letter that in the different communications,
which of late have been made both to the Catholic
and the Orthodoz Journalist, on. the subject of the
Bible JSacicties, the Catholic public would not
haye beep the less edificd with their labours, it
while they exposed the absurdity of those who hold
“ The Bible, the Bible, and nought but the Bible.”
to be their Rule of Faitk ;—a principle which has
introduced the confusion of Babel, where there
should be but * one mind, one body, and one soul,
onc.Lord, one faith, and one baptism ;—they had,
at. the.same time observed, that this, notwithstand-

ling, the Faithful should de excited fo the reading



