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selves,, apid 1 shall therefore withôut aiy, further delay conduet
them, into. these .subter'ranean abodes. The lights are. ready -and,
we descendý the stairs frorn the body of ýthe. -church înto thê
passages. AUl. is dark, end .we.grope. our way aloÈg by. the aid of
plie liglit we carry, -following. the -guide, and pausing, every
iiow and then, to exgmýne the scenes presented. I did not, tînd
the atmosphere uppleasant,..although some. writers, comp lgin of it
as oppressive, gnd the pgssages .appeared generally to be quite
JdrY. They. are from, eight to toen -feet in heigit, aud from four to
six feet wvideand at evexy step we find graves.cut, in the walls,
:most, frequently in, tiers: one above another. ln ail thoÈe- which
I saw, -the, bodies, and monumental slabs which -covered the
apertures had been removed, and tthere were only the. cavities
rernaining where the .boffies -had been deposited. .After .passing
-on a short distance we, corne to lateral branches.,of thepassages,
which Ihad been blocked up to prevent parties; strayi-nga and
-becoming, lost in the: intricate windings, which indeed.has, several

C Itimes ocurred, and in one Instance as late as the, year 1837, it is
said that, a, sehool of nearly thirty youtýhs with ýtheir teacher
descenided into these very Catacornbs and neyer reappeared. As
we proce.ed,. we corne to steps whicb. lead down to, other tiers of
gaileries runningr aloiig beneath, or up to, similar passaiges aboveIus, so .ingeniously wvas ýeverythingcontrived to afford security
for thosewho dwelt, here; Elere, and there the.pasages widen
into largeýrspaces or apartments which are callled chaels, because
it, is saïcd' they were. used as places -of worship.. A4fer following
the. guide for iabout half or three-ciuarters. of a mile in distance,
and observing no difference in thte aýppearauce of.the wal1i ,axnd
tonbs, we think it tjne, to, retuirn, to, the uppep world, as. it nmigbt
be difficuit, to regaýin. the eùtrance in case any .acci enb should
e.xtinguiih the liglits. But. before içe retrace, .Our,-ptepg it, wihl be
iveUl to pauise.anid. lloW our imagination. to,.revert. to the.past.

It is very diMcuJt! for the tourist, who -%ishPes to, recail the
sc2nes-of former ages-,to eo. so-in.-plae.s. where:eyerythinggaound
s peaks of thid bustle and.businesp :4 -every.dgy life... -Bût, in
the *Catacombs,. as i.ý the silent., streets ;Of rPompeii, there i-s
nothing to prevent medlitationi Ail is! s!lent-an4jiu.i the. case of
.the Catacombs, ail is- dark, save where the flickeriug. liglit throws
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