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The words w-hich the floly Glhost teacheth are ranlced in the rame category
%vith tho vurds of man's wisdom ; nay, meet with a treatmnent from whie-li tliese
are exempt. The fence. reared, by a divine band around tic field of tho Word
is rLldely torn duwn, and from boing a garden enclosed, it is con verted iiito ;4
coîninoni, over which any w'bo please inay recklcsbly rush, and trample down iii
their impotent fury whlatsoever is good for food and pleasant to the eyesq, and
Lo be desirod to nakze men wise.

Notwithstanding ai their friendly overtures and lot'ty pretensions,' and a
copioiis interlardiing of tleir speecieis and writings with Scriptutre terms, wýorthy
the agre of the iPuritans and Covenanters, these, men, it is to be fearod, are in
re:slityas hostile to the Bible as the fiercest of older Infidels. Tom Paine boast-
cd (a [bluster-ing bravadvo) &"that lie had gone up and dowvn the Cliiistian's gardon,
and,w~itî bis sinige, axe, dernolisbed every tree, tili not a sapling ;vas left."
ilihese ii tlîiukc tbia they too will becoîne farnous according as they have
I-ifted up theit newly sbarpened axes, after a different fashion, on the tail trees,
the plaiîting of the Lord; but every stroke misses, and ail the while thei are
tiiemsclves the sufferers. Eyeing, the Treo of Life in the distance, ils branches
runniing (>vcr tie wall, its twe1ve manner of fruits hanging in ripe clusters, Uts
leaves for the healing of the nations, these ar-chers sorcly-lbit at it; they Nvhet
their tougues like a swvord, and bend their bows to, shoot their arrowvs, eveil
bitter words. But they really corne not nigh the object of their attack. Shot
up into the harinless air, they fali wvorse than pointiess, for with the rapidity
and foi-ce of their ascenit do they corne back1 uipon their own heads. And yet,
they profess te, have no evil intentions, to be only striking off encumbering
suekers, removing excrescences, with which time and superstition have encrusted
it! Thus Newmnan, adoptiing a similar figrure, pictur-esliimself;after-being tossed
to and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine, seeking rest, but finding
noue; Ilrcsting un(ler an Iudian fig tree which is supported by certain grand
stems, but also, lets down to the earth many small branches, wvhich seem to the
eye ta prop the tree, but are, in rea]ity, supported by it. If they were eut nway,
the Tree would flot be less stroug; so neither wvas the Tree of Christianity
weakened by the loss of its apparent props. I iiniglit stili cnjoy its shade and
cat of its fruits, and bless the hand that planted it."

Passing strange, to describe the Tree of Christianity as not iess strong, tiiongl
it has been tapped ail over and drainied of its vital sap! 1 What Newman,
Parker, and thîcir frionds regard as exhausting and disfiguring suckers, as unna.
tural and unhealthy fungi, are those very truths the Believer couints inost pre.
cious, and which give ta the Tree ail its strength and fr-uitfulness.

We may take a specimen of the trutlhs thussuminarily deait witb.
1. Touching God. Mercy, in their esteem, is the prime attribute iii lii

character, and Father, the chief title ho bears. Tbey forget tliat God is 9
Lawgiver, a Judge, a King, aud that he cannot enfoi ce bis laws, adnîinistcr
justice, or wield his sceptre of righteousness, without punishing the gutilty.
They are blind to the fact that thiere are as rnany illustrations of God's punitive
justice in the world as in the Word ; that in fact the disclosures of the one
,exactly harmonize with the declarations of the other. For Crod to commiaud
the sacrifice of the Patriarch's innocent son, and to, sanction the destruction of
the Canaanites:or the perfidious murder ,f Sisera, is, ini their ýesteem, to, invesi
him with a mest nepulsive, aspect; but r±othing is said by thcrn of views prccisely
similar, presented by that, vcry liglit of nature whose superiority, or at leas
sufficieucy,. they assert. Cities and villages are entombed by the yawning of
the earth, by the sliding down of the avalanche, or by a desolating discirge
~frotn some ragying volcano. Mauy innocent .persons are swept away on the
bosom of the rushing watr-fall victians te the devouring fire,-a,ýre jnood


