
znereiy a philç>sophical one, or the jwho desires to be a skilful Mason,
entnuoiation of an idea, uarnely, the muet not ehppose 'that the tasél
rewarcl of sucoessful perseverance, accompiiehed by a perféct knowleage
tbrough ail danagers, in the searcli of the mere phçraseology of tliô ritutl,'
for divine truth, by a readineps m opeD;ni ad ciosinî

"Tfdrm symbols and to'interpret a lodge,..not by an off-ltaud cpazity
symixis," says the learned (Jreuzer, te, confer'degrees. Ail these are goocl
"twere the main occupation of the in their places, but without the inter-
anoient priesthood." Upo n the etnd- nal nieaning, they are but meie child's
ions Lfasons the same task of inter- play. Rée must stndy the mythes, the
pretation devolves. He who desires tradaitions ana* thre symboles of thre
properly to appreciate thre profound. brotherhood, and Iearn their true in-
wisdom, of the institution of which lie terpretation, for tis alone constitutee.
le thre disciple, must . not he content tre science*,and philo8ophy, the end,
with uninquiring credulfity to accept aini ana design of Specalative Free-
ail thre traditions that are impartedl to m.asonry.-Corn2 Stune.
hlm, as veritable histories; nor yet
with uphilosophic incredulity to ' e- SEEXOUS THOUGHTS.
ject them in a mass as 'fabulons in-
-ventions. In thesej extremes there is THE OMO OUTEÂ&GE.
equal errer. "«The myth," says Her-
mnann, "lis thre repre sentative of an We can not look npon the action
idea." It ie for that idea that the of Mt. Vernon Oommandery of Co-»
student muet searchi in the mythe of lumbus, 0., in expelling seventeenà
Masonry. Beneath every one of them Templars for connection with a "Ma-
there le something richer ana more sonic" Bite, other than tIre York, or..
spiritual than mere narrative. The A. & A. S. B., and dleclaring their
spiritual essence Ire must learn to ex- action to b -'tIre scandai and disgrace
tract fromn t4e ore ini which, like a of thre order" in any other light than
precione metal, it lies imbedded. It that of an outrage. Nor is that terni,
is this that constitutes the true value etrong as it may appear, severs
of Freemasonry. Without its syni. enougli to express our opinion of the
bols ànd its mythe or legends, and action. Thre Grand Commandery of
tIre ideas and conceptions which lie Oilo changea its statutes b0 as to re-
at tIre bottom of theni, the time, the fuse recognition to any degree of
labor and the expense incnrred, in per. Masonry (so' called) outsiie the
petuating the institution, would bel Lodge, ChLpter ana comman.lery
thrown away. Without theni, it 1except thre Condil an e.u.iottishi Rite
would bc a '<vain and empty show." Degrees, imposing penlties upon
Ite grips and sigus are worth nothin"? Templars who became or continueil
except for social purposes, as mer'e members of othei "Ma*sonie" organi-
ineane of recogtnition. So, too, wonld. zations.
bc its 'wvorks, were it flot that they In the first place, tire Il unmit of
are for the most symbolie. .Ancient Craft Masonry"' itops short

Its social habits and its charities, of tire Commnandlery, or < tir -titual i i a
are but incidentai points in its con: £raud. There "s nothing in thre 'Pemp-
stitution of themees good, it is lar Order that eau properly bc cali-
true, but capable of being altaineil iu ed Masonry, because it le Sectarian.
a simple way. Its true value, as a IL je purely Christian ani no Jew or
science, consiste in its symbolismée; Pagan eau assume its vows. Temp.
in tIre great lassons of Divine Trutir, lars, or a &ur, 6 majàrity of them, do
-which it teaches, ànal in the admir- Dot hnow any more abont' Lire Scot-
able manner in ivhich itacopiie tish, Egyptian, or Memphis Bites,
tirat teaching. Everyone, therefore, Ithan the profane knowi about thre

$BPJQU,$ TROUGHTig, 173


