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:Ereemasonry flot Obristianity.

It is passing strange, yet lamen-
tably truc, that Maseus esteerned
«"brigyht" in the ritual have olten rnis-
apprehended the specifie design of
Ancient Craft Masonry.

In answer to the question, what is
Freemasonry, perhaps ne better defi-
nition can be gîven than to say, "it
is a bealutiful system of moraliy
veiied in allegory, and iilustrated by
svrnbols.", This is the definition to
be fouud ini ail our monitors, and bias
becomne sterentyped in the mernory as
welI as the manuals of the Craft. It
has been so ofteu quoted and repeated
by Alasoi-ir w'riters ard -ýpeal<ers,
that but for its exceeding, beauty it
would long since lhave becomne weari-
some. Not, satisfied, bowever, wit1î
this sgiiai udcrpeerv
definition, somie of our gond bretlireu
are wont to indulge in the most ex-
travagyant rhapsodies in reference to
our speculative Freernasonry, io t
only as %~ social and moral Institution,
but al,,, as a c aiplete rel;gions or-
ganization. 71liIic ntethiug need be
supplemented to secure the ultim tte
happiness <4f man. Stich gross mnis-
conceptions of its truc i-s!oii are
not only caiculated te mnislead the
nevitiate a.ste its 1gleftimate ])irp"-se,
but are positively pernitioui in tlipir
ceîwbequiences, in go far as they nia*y
influience the religious sentiments of
the Brotherliood, aud are therefore te
be great.ly deprecated.

Absurd speculations and 'gross mis-
represeutations upon the subjeet of
Freemasonrv are te be expected fromn
the more ilhbleral and prejudiced. of
the '<profane," and have becomne prac-
tically of ne importance as thcy have
long since censed te influence public
sentiment te any extent against the
Fraternity. lu this age of Ma-scnic
liglit and resenrch, the reiigicus bigot
may lift bis biauds in liely horror ana
calumniate the Institution te bis
heart's content; lie may deuounce it
with imnnnt.y as an ingeieus artifice
of the devil, designed and planted by

bis satanie r-njesty himnself expressly
for the destruction of bumani sculs,
and vehement.ly remeonstrate againnit
ail our Masinie Lodgres as so mazîy
infernal rnaskied batteries froîn. whicla
the secret focs of Cliristiaii* y are
pouring an incessant and destruictive
volley into the sacramental lio.t o?
Ged's eleet? And yet- wie feel that
suich insane ravings are utterly pow-
erless te barma, and only furnush
ant-ther practical illustration of the
f-lly of the viper knazvtýii!i thte file.
Tiiere is ne danger te be apprehended
from this quarter. Sucli fanatical
frenzy lias long since spent. its force.
Wliat concerns us new is te pruteet
the Institution froin tke judiVioýj
tlîoughi well ineant laudations of its
frielis, Whlo often e'ince a zeal for
Masonrv Nwbichl is net according te

kntwlege. When those whohv
beeri iniitiated inte its mysteries, and
are 'regarde d "bright" in its rituial,
pass to the opposite extretne, and
mnaintain tliat Freemaseîîry i.- a di-
vinely appeiutéd instruiiientality te
rechim our apestate huai.,and
ail suiflicient iiii only for tuie puirpozes
of this life, buit alse for thie hfe te
corne, wc féel there is just cause for
>larin lest (air venerable Iîsstit u ion
be subjected not oniy to the ridicule
of the enigightened scoîdar, but al.e
te the boz:tihity of the truc L.r-ael o?
God. A uonent's reflecti<'n iougit
to convince aliy Brothier tUnit i t is
nieral Ix imilossib1le tliet, Freetii' :îsuury
,shouid( l'ave iuc1î a is.sioii as tlîtt
contcrnplaied by the Chriisti..n reli-

!-,n. Startling ýo semne as m;îiy be
the annonceinent, it is ueverthiless
truc, thiat iu the Aucient Symbrlic
Degree of Masonry thiere is wo rc-eji
wition of 11w2Jf~io-I Christ Of
lhe Veiv 1)ispensation; and sucb a fact,
did it exist, wvould ap:-enr strangely
ont of j 'ruit wiLh cur 'Masouie trzi-
dlii,"n'. Ho'v could an I:&îitiiu
coufe-scdly Jciih in iLs oligin, and
bvarin- ini ail its features a :.trong,
Zlebrewv lineage, con'4istently iiî'orjîo-
rate the great central truti'. of Clirist-
ial'ity in iLs tcachings, preceptive er


