
Shtielding a Brother.

course of threc months after this, not fewer than a hundred persons,
chiefly mon of fortune,Offi cers of the Army and Navy,and and members
of the learned professions, hiad been received into my niotiier Comman-
dery, the Edinburglh Priory Canongate Kivlwinning alone. In 1846, the
'Duko of Athole was crowned Grand Master, with great pomp, and
scince his day, and chiefly owing to the wise administration of himself
and his suecessor, John Whyte-Melville, Esq., of Bennochy, the Order
in Scotland has assumied the proud position it to.day hold in the eyes
of the world.

To pursue this theine further would bo tirçsome to my indulgent
auditors, and therefore I take this as a stopping-placce in my historical
sketch, having, I would fain hope, satisfied you that the Order of Knights
Templir, whicl we represent here in the middle of the Mississippi
Valley, had existed in the kingdom of Seotland, almost from the year
of its inception in the Iloly Land, to that in which ve are now
aSSeiblled.

OUGIIT A MASON TO SIIIELD A BI3OTIIER WIIO HIAS COM-
M1TTED A CRIME?

There is some diversity of opinion as to the duties and responsibilities
assuimed by gentlemen on bccoming niembers of the masonie fraternity.
It is truc tlat there are very umany branches emanating fron the saine
stem of Masonry, important in theinselves as leading to a knowledge of
its principles and theories, and of special interest to thie breiren in
defining the true character of tleir relationship to the institution and to-
their flellow-members, yet there are but few of the principal attributes
oFreemasonry necessary to be understood, ii giving direction to a
Mason's course of action, in the absence of any applicable regula1tion.
Very mny persons associating themselves with the institution, p's its
threslold withîout comprelending fully ils privileges, ani do not see
hiow salWy they are guarded from any aet ofoverstrained or misapplied
philanthlropy. lIndeed, many, partially indiffèrent to the study of its
science, pa:ss from ic theater of life. ignorat. of its characterist ies, and
without having acquired any practical knowlcdge of its countlcss virtues
The conis* tutions cf Freeiasonry have tlcir source iin principCs rest-
ing in the bosom of Deity himself; an existence without origin,
incapable of modi'ication or restraint. Love, virtue, and bencficence
find there an abiding home; an incentive to every motive, and vitIlity
to every moral suggestion cf the hcart. Love is Masonry; Virtue is
Masonry ; tha'. whilcl is right, proper, and noble, is Masonry. Follow
any path in bcnevolence and honor, and you are vithin the circle
which circuriscribes thie Mason's senîtineuîts and govcrns his coure of
action.

Persons stimulated in their conduct by impulses froi a source so
pure and potent, knitted together by the strongest tics of brotherhood,
and feeling tlat by the mystic tic there is a common intercst of identifi-
cation in pain, suffering, and pleasure, imagine a difficulty in
answering the question heading this article; viz: "Ouglt a Mason to
shield a brother who has committed a crime?" Butthis is no intricnte
interrogatory. Taking the above mentioned ehîaracteristies of the order
as a guide, the response of virtue, honor, and justice w ill be promptly
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