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MERIT BOOK-—Approved by the Board of Education.

Patent Applicd for Sept. 9, 18%8. -

. TO BOARDS OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES.

« “Every member of a well-ordered Schooimust bevoine mv&unihfod with n variety ot subjects of study, and have
varled dutles to porform. L':.)cor‘{ su\gcz. duty ks oqually hinportaut to the pu‘\ll. as & member of the School : and
the rcguhr%;){,t )l\mmpmcss.'. spt Itz evpiion with which every school obl lg,mlghl(d disehnrged, are of much

8 4 of one d 3}
Teat of another, it is to loss unsounde phasize luteliectuat attatuments to the virtual exclusion of other eleincuta
of a succeasful school life. The converse if equally true.  There should he brought cls\rli ‘befora overy pupll. day by
da!\;. the Judgment ofthe Teacher as ta tnanter in which the pupfl dns discharged iis school obligations: and
thls judmment should bo dally reported” o tho parent. . . . The several ckments of school life should not de
divoroed fromeack other, bul tegnrded mgans of ono wholo~-character.”~THEoDORE M, 12a¥D, D. C L.

“However much we may covet scholarship, w¢ have alwnys te remember that there t3'something beyond, and to
strive 20 ta tnake thy scholar as not to untnake the man.“—5. S. NELLES LL. D.

Tne.Menir Book is designedas a simple and effective means by which the Teacher may keep as
““ONE WHOLE" and DAILY REPORT TO PUPILS'AND PARENTS, the SCuooL STANDING of the pupil under the
{following SraxpArD of oblig: 2 prompt attend: at'each School sitting ; unexceptionable con-
duct while subject to tza Teacher’s supervision, whether in the School-room or clsowhero ; industri-
our application in tho discharge of every School duty ; and excellence of scholarship in the subjects
gii;‘)rais‘cnbcd study, according to the pupil’; assignments in the course of instruction pursued in the

00!

By means of the Moerit Book the Teacher can utilizo the advantages afforded by school cands, while
ho is cnabled “entirely to.climinate the many and ‘serious disadvantages hitherto inseparably con-
nected with theiruse. The tmffic among pupils in school cards has.led Teachers having an dotelli-
gent concern for the moral’ welfare of their children to forego the use of cards. Experiencoe also
shows that records of school standing where each pupil keeps his own book arg unsatisiactory. The
arnount of care required in working the Merit Book properly is only that which should be daily exer-
cised by every Teachér. Sinco (as will be scen) every pupil’s account with the Teacher i o *“cash
account,” no pupil can seecessfully traffic in school cards, and overy incentive to cheating in the
matter of Schoal Smndiu%, isremoved. The same sorts of cards, therefore, can beused with percfct
safety in all schools, or departments. These cards dally report to the parent the pupil’s Sthool
Sumﬂlpf. They are an attractive and persistent means of “securing tho co-operation of .parents with
the work of-the Teacher, while they relicvo him from the y of keeping permanent record

daily, in this behalf,. for weekly or monthly reports. The School Standing of cach pupil can'teadily

be found for permanent entey in the Scliool Rlegister at the close of cach calendar month, by an -

inspection of the Merit Book. -

ExrLapations.—1L The numbers denote the same pupils as the corresponding nurabers of the
Register for the term. A st of five pockets.is alloted to cach pupil. .

.2 On tho opening of the school, or department, in any term, cach set of - pockets is to be filled by
the saroe quantity of each d 1in of cards ; viz., (beyinning dircctly under-the printed num-
ber), it tho first pocket, two halres, two ones, and two twos; in the second, five fires; in the thind,
fivo tens; in the fourth, four tuenty-fices > and in the fifth, four one hindreds and two fire hundreds
—twenty-gix cards, In all, for each pupll for the term (or that portion of it during which the school
is in operation). - The Book must be accurately filled.

8. In schools where any of the pupils go homeat 10on, .5 should be assigned &s the numerical value
of the standard 6f obligation for each half-day, or10 for each da{.

4. The Teacher having in order tho names with Register numbers of all tho pupils on a slate at his
desk. notes-thercon at tho time.what abatements aro to bo made for the half-day (or day) from the
standard figure on account of tardiness, improper conduct, want vf application, or imperfect
scholarship ; and on dismissing the school.for the half-day (or day) gives to ¢ach pupil, from the
stock alioted to hini in the Menit Book, thé card (or cards) he is cntitled o receivo under the Staxp-
ARD, according to-the Teachers best judgment. The cards of lower values are to- be regularly
exchanged with the pupil for those of -equivalent higher values. The cards thus received by- the
Teacher arcelo de inserted, at the ;moment, tn their proper pockets. Any cards held by the pupils at
the close of the term are, of course, to bo taken up by the Teacher. [The insertinb of cards in the
pockets is most readily done by placing them dekind one vy more alzsady there. ]

5. Whenecvera Pupil loses a or- Cards, no matter what the value may be, an abatement, say
of 5, should be made frcm his standing. ilyluforming the School of this at-the beginning of &
Term and punctually cansingit into effect, y tnlning in full will be d. Now
Cards are to beinscrted in the proper pockets in -the place of ‘ost ones, 20d.the abatement from the
Pupil's standing made at the time. } )

-6. &tnoon and at night the Book s to bo locked up in tho Teachers desk. No person but the
Teacher must b permilted W handle or kave aceezs to the Merit Book throughout the Term. Tho
Tubber bands which accompany.the Book will close it securely, and the Teacher should carryit home
:l\)t mx‘zgggil there is not comy ecurity in the School ,—a8 i3 gk lly the case {n conatry

*,¥ Where Prizesarogiven for the.best School, Standing, the Ms:it Book will indicate at the close
of d)o\'l‘_erm the pupils vsvixo have carned them. e

»

23 The Caxds of each denomination are supplied in packets, 50 th':.t. the derit Book may berefilled
when the Cards are soiled. .
Prick, (flled with Cards for sixty pupils), 86.00.
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