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T" THE SEWERAGE BY-LAW.

Mayor Barnard writes a letter in this
-issue calling attention to the desirability
of ‘passing the by-law to be voted om
the 21st inst. It was mnot necessary to
more than refer to it here by asking our
readers to read and carefully consider
what His Worship has to say on the sub-
ject. He has included all the arguments,
in a elear, concise and business-like way,
that we coild suggest. He emphasizes
one or two facts that are important to
keep in mind. One is that to the sewer-
age already accomplished are due the
splendid health record the city now has
and the substantial reduction in thé ex-
penditure by the Board of Health. The
other is that the passing of the by-law
does not involve the increase of taxation
by a single cent. Two such comsiderations
as these ought to be sufficient to carry
the by-law by an unanimous vete.

NO WEAK HEARTS.

Dr. James Goodhart, LL.D. (mark the
name)in a recent address to the West
London
warned the public and the medical
profession against the evila of treat-
ing healthy hearts as diseased. “It
is a harmful thing,” said Dr. Good- !
hart, “for anyone to coddle his heart
when there is no disease, and I think
we (the medical profession). are far
too instrumental in aiding and abet-
ting this.”

Commenting on the way the terms
“dilated heart” and '“heart strain”
were abused, he sald the last case to
come under his observation was that
of a young man who complained that
he had strained his heart while row-
ing three years ago, and that thatl
organ still “ran away” if he did any- |
thing violent. The truth, however,
was that the man was a weakling,
with no disease of the heart. The
treatment for it, if it could be adopt- |
ed, would be to send him rough- !
riding over a cattle ranch for a year
or two, for his heart and muscular
system needed more ‘work, and not
less.

“One may well deal a little less x- |
travagantly with the principle o!’
rest. I often see, as I think, this
treatment pushed too far. I see
Pbeople  absolutely forbidden to wa.lk,
uphill, or ‘exercised’ in a bath chair,
or carried up and down stairs.” l

Far more good would be done, in
Dr. Goodhart’s opinion, if doctors
would pronounce people sound, even
if out of health, and thus sending
them forth with renewed hepe, than !
by keeping them in the chains of un-
certainty and nervous dread, than
which nothing ecan be more crushing
to the utility of a life or more harm-
ful to the chance of regaining health.

“I know of no symptoms of a weak
heart,” said he. “Yet how often the
use of that term leads either to a‘
state of nervous dread, from which '
recovery is most difficult, or else to'
a life of absolute idleness, which, by
causing enervation, is likely sooner or
later to lead to the very evil which it
was intended to combat.”

THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT
AND ESQUIMALT.

‘We publish elsewhere for the infor-
mation of readers some particulars of
the negotiations which have taken
Place between the Impérial and Do-
minion authorities with respect to the
taking over by Canada of the military
‘establishments and forts at Esqui-
malt and Halifax. The correspond-
ence is interesting as affording an
explanation of delay. As we antici-
pated, it has been occasioned by cer-
tain peculiar views held by the Cana-
dian government as expressed through
Sir Frederick Borden, head of the
militia department. They are op-
posed to the paying of a lump sum to
the War Office and leaving the whole
control for the time being with that
body, notwithstanding that a certain
dependence upon the officers of the
‘Imperial force, the benefit of whose
experience and advice is congidered
very desirable, is admitted. The ob-
Jection raised by Sir Frederick Borden
to complying with the suggestions of
the War Office is based on the lack of
constitutional authority. It would be
presumptuous, perhaps, to question
the position taken by the Dominion
government, which is no doubt ad-
vised by its law officers, but why it
should be unconstitutional to vote a
lump sum to be handed over out of
the control of the Dominion govern-
ment is certainly not clear to our
mind. The Dominion government has
absolute control over its finances. If
parllament voted to throw several
million dollars into the Rideau Canal,
or pay an annual pension to the Shah
of Persia, it has the power to do 80.

It was decided years ago that the
parliament of Canada could increase

the subsidies to the provinces indefi-
nitely without any amendment to the
B. N. A. Act.  When it was proposed
that British Columbia should take
stock in the Pacific Cable to the ex-
tent of $1,000,000, the power of the
province to do so was questioned.
Sir John Bourinot, however, submit-
ted it as his opinion that under the
section of the B. N. A. Act which gave
the provinces exclusive authority to
deal with their own revenues in their

i

hr to the course proposed.
provinoe has the power, the authority
of the Dominien Gannot be less.

Minister of WMilitia is ‘incomprehen-
sible so far as it is disclosed in the
& papers brought down to parliament,
and suggests the pedlar's tactics of
haggling over terms, rather than those
of a statesman.
confessedly at the mercy of the Im-
perial authorities in the matter._sir
Frederick Borden finds himself unable
to take over the defences in the way
he himself proposed, and at the same
time hesitates to trust the Imperial
authorities with the control of ex-
penditure of
dums TRalE b0 Aty Datt & Canedt keeping up the military establishments
?éx&:"&e"%?&’) Unlted Kingdom and the :;aE‘:;l“:nm*;“P:’;% 0‘:’1‘:8:8;':;‘: cC;;:
Plete responsibility.
placed Canada in a very undignified
relation with the War Office.
were prepared to make good the part
he wishes the country to play in mili-
tary matters, it would be quite con-f
sistent and proper to take the position ! source of great wealth.
he does;
25| pendent upon the Imperial forces for
many thipgs' necessary te success, it'lowed by a number of others.
would be a much more dignified and
manly course to vote the money with-
out conditions to the War Office: The
honor and honesty of
government are not

honor and honesty of the officials of
the Dominion government.
in the circumstances, it would be an
act of courtesy on the part of Sir
Frederick, who owes the distinction of
a title
upon that assumption.

nounced that it would undertake to
discuss at intervals the question of
local development in ‘the way of fruit-
! growing, poultry-raising, dairying, bee-
| keeping and the like, for the purpoese
of creating interest in the importance
of small farming, for which the prov-
ince is so well adapted, and especially
this portion of the Island of Vancou-
ver.
cularly in view of the plan of develop-

Medico-Chirurgical Society,  the Canadian Pacific Railway Com-

and pay handsomely, it follows that the

'It is impossible to say just what pro-

small areas admirably adapted for
profitable cultivation.
rich spots,

When a detailed report has been
made by the exploring parties now in
the fleld, we shall be in a position to
Judge more accurately of the extent
of arable land.
know enough of the result of ordinary
observation to Justify strong hopes
for future development.

ritories one of the Successful methods
employed by the government and the
Canadian Pacific
collection of experiences on the part
of the settlers,
in pamphlet form.
of and success in the country had a
decided effect in inducing others to
follow their example in taking up land.
The method can well be adopted in
this country.
ding is in the eating, and what g few
men have accomplished is possible in
the case of numbers of others. The
Colonist has, therefore, decided to in.|!
terview farmers in the districts about

thelr views, their experiences, and the
results they have achieved. This, to-
gether with a more or less detailed
description of the field of their opera-
tions, will, we trust, have the effect of
calling attention ¢o the widespread
opportunities afforded in this section
of country for the small holder to do
well. As- we have pointed out on
previous oceasions, the small industry
is not to be despised as a factor. In
the multiplication of small industries
the greatest prosperity exists. Horti-
culture is one of ' the industries in
which combinations and monopoly
cannot interfere with the interest of

If the

Altogether, the position taken by the

The government is

‘mous. Mr, Burke will shortly publish
& volume dealing v*th his experiments
in' phosphorescence during the last ten
years. J

The Daily Chrenicle very properly re-
fers to the discovery as ‘“‘momentous”
and to the results as promising te have
“the most startling and far-reaching in-
fluence om the trend of scientific
thought.” If we may accept his experi-
ments as demonstrated, it is hard to com-
pare their importance with any other in
modern times. Mr. Burke is getting
quite close to the solution of nature's
greatest problem. He is reversing and
upsetting. theories, which have been re-
garded for some years by eminent scien-
tists as absolutely confirmed.

“If my conclusions and those of the
scientists who have examined them are

the small man. It is practically the
money necessary for{only field where he is not likely to
large operator. It is, therefore, not
only the fleld of greatest independ-
ence, but the most attractive under
modern conditions of industrial life.
For the city of Victoria, the populat-
Ing of the districts contiguous to it,
jand the development of the land to
its fullest and best extent, means a

His attitude has

If he

but as he is not. and is de- The first of the articles so suggested

appears in this issue, and will be fol-

as possible, eliminating all unnecessary
the Imperial- elaboration or useless detalls.
less tham the entitled “Chickens for Profit.”

O
ety

A MOMENTOUS DISCOVERY.

At least,

In the Nineteenth Ceatury, of January,
1878, John Tyndall wrote as follows:
“The checks which experience alone can

o furnish being absent, the spontaneous

eneration of creatures quite as high as

D ORI T TRty e Rl i
sumed for ages to be a fact. Here, as
elsewhere, the deminant mind of Aris-
i totle stamped its notions on the world at
large. For nearly twenty centuries af-

to His Majesty, to Pproceed

A short time ago the Colonist an-

monstrous by the most fanatical sup-

kinds were supposed to be ‘without
al origin. Hels were supposed to
This is important, more parti- Dareiy e i 4 i

ile. terpillars were the spon-
ment which has been announced by of the Nile. 'Caterpi > po

bany in connection with the E. & N. Shiey Sod: Nle, w4 taeets, Suffpants,
land grant. If it can be demonstrated
by actual experience that land already
under cultivation on the small-hold-
ing principle has been made to pay,

vention.”

Tyndall further réfers to his own im-
pressions, when he saw as a child an im-
land which the: Canadian Pacific Rail- pe_rtectly salted rolll of beef cut into and
way has in prospect to be brought coils .ot maggo@ laid bare, that beef had
Into cultivaton, much of it fertile after | Certain generative powers, We can all
being cleared, will materially add to' doubtless‘ recall wht‘an we vbel.leved th.at
the producing capacity and import- hqrse'hau's .tnruefi into the little wthe
ance of the Island. It will also L wu;glm.g thread-hk‘e forms revealed in
as a valuable object lesson for those|tDe SPring from which we drank as boy.s.
parts of the province where conditions ,Strangfa to say, as Tyl{da!l 'expresses. it,
are similar to what they are in the|tRe childhood of the mdlvl‘du.al typlfies
E. & N. land grant. ‘If it can be |that of the race, and the belief enunciat-
shown by actual results that from ed was that of the w.orld for nearly two
$100 to $200 an acre, and in some in- | thousand years. .Phxlosophers both be-
stances even more, in profit can be fore and after f&nst‘otle were obsgrvers,
realized from the soil under intelli- |21d the conclusion tiey came to thh?ut
gent and intensive cultivation, it means OEZep::stf::tfr?: :I;:“:e:f)ztoxfa:ﬁ:af?::

€l ’ ! i
countey emtars o Vi, sve 3| LS hat i el o T, somac
the anticipations in regard to other with the air became alive .w:mh living
resources were not realized at ail, | forms. Tadpoles had no visible ances-
But outside of the land grant alto-
gether, in glose proximity to this-and
other tt 4 B
much !:;d,idhatci?:l::lg:hegeﬁm:;‘ lay boxed am? shroufied; Phillip IL of
is lying waste at the present time. *Sgain was afflicted with a plague of ve.r-
If we travel around through the dis-|Mind that exuded from un'der the skin
tricts on the southern end of thig | 20d diefl a d.eath more horrible than any
island, we shall find clearing going on, for 'Vv.hl(.‘h his cruel u}Strnmen‘t, the Ig-
and small farms blocked out, with pos- quisition, was res.ponmble. Without mi-
sibilities that are surprising. Tim- | CFoscopes, and wrxthout the accumulated
bered land that looks unpromising and aids of modern s.clen'ce, there was no way
even barren in appearance reveals soi} | [° account for life in such forms, except
when the surface is cleared and cuiti- | DY 2 theory of spontaneous generation.
vated that will afford a profitable Iiv-
ing for the industrious occupiers. It
requires only a fair knowledge of land
to make selections for fruit and poul-
iry raising that will well repay "the
labor and expense involved in recla-
mation, providing it can be demon-

life could spring from where there was
no life, but like our own belief in a First

cept it.

1 iti has yet been able to
clearing can be adopted to re the ' Proposition no man

expensg in a fair x;)mporuondu:,e tﬁz g0. There are many such problems un-
value of the land when cleared. In S°!ved and upsolvable. We cannot con-

TR b c
periments to be undertaken by the still more mcompreglensﬂl)le. th?tt i
E. & N. land department to be of im- shoul(.i not end omew e}rle. 1; 1; i geleu
mense value in proving the agricul- | conceivable that time sblou ‘aze ity
tural capabilities of land that has|2/Ways. No greater pro e e
heretofore been neglected on account eV(.er, tlfnn. e fmgm ok xle,r + P cs:gll .
of the lack of capital necessary to | 28108, it s trug, that all 1v.xng o
make it available under present | ¢ould have emanated from a single atom
methods. © We would not recomme.ml!of protoplasm. We can xm{igme, iy
farmers spending from $100 to $150 afzcept the . theory of evolut'lon 24 ol
per acre in making land ready for the c'xe.nt to ?ccount for the va.rxed t?rms °f
plough. Farming is a business propo- living things, how -that‘ a single c.h.al.lce
sition like any other industry, and if germ.coul'd have multxp_hed by. dxvxs.xon,
more capital is invested at the outset and in time become differentiated into
than can be made to pay a dividend, { Many permanent types and thus populat-
it must be a losing game; but if, by ed the earth, the air and the sea. But
the use of modern machinery, it ig | the great question arises:.“W-hel_]ce that
possible to reduce the cost of clearing germ?” How could an shgrganic, atom
to $30 or even $50 an acre, then there have bec?me vitalizgd? If we accept the
is every reason fto warrant enterprise explanation that life was conveyed to
this planet through meteoric dust we
o
T @n extensive basis being carried on. have still to go back to the.source of the
dust, to the sun of our soliﬁgstem, and
to the sun of our sun, and We are still
no nearer the solution.

It is needless to refer to the series of
experiments that were carried on from
the days of Rodi up to the time of Tyn-
dall by means of sterilized infusions in
sealed tubes and bottles, whereby it was
shown to the satisfaction of our most
eminent scientists that spontaneous gen-
eration was a physical impossibility and
did not exist .or take place in nature.
However, when the scientific world had
Just settled down to a comfortable con-
viction, the result of the most thorough
investigation, it has been rudely dis-
turbed by the somewhat startling dis-
covery made by Mr, John Butler Burke,
who by means of radium and bouillon
placed together in a test tube has suc-
ceeded im getting cultures which present
many of the appearances of vitality,
such as growth and subdivision. The re-
sults of his experiments in Cavendish
Laboratory, Cambridge, are told today
in the supplement to the Colomist, and
will be read with the keenest interest by

portion of lands might be profitably
made amenable to such treatment.
There are undoubtedly considerable
areas that would not be worth the
trouble and expense of clearing under
any system. There are, however, to
any observing man who has tramped
the forests of Vancouver Island, either
in quest of 8ame or as a Prospector
for timber or land or minerals, many

There are many
easily cleared as well,
that are off the beaten line of travel.

In the meantime’ we

study to any extent.
In Manitoba and the Northwest Ter- . :

his standing is a recognized one. He is
an g.l‘lshlzlaﬂhln %e ]prige of life, and ac-
cording to the Daily Chronicle of Lou-
Railway was the. don he went to Trinity College, Dublin,

and their publication

after taking his degree, with Professor
Their impressions

Fitzgerald in scientifig research.

lege, Birmingham, as a lecturer, and
subsequent:v gained a fellowship at
Owens Coliege, Manchester, where he
was a colleague of Professor Schuster.
The proof of the pud-| He went to Cambridge and took g de.

8ree in research some three years ago, |

after working with Professor Thomson |

for some time,

Own way, there was no constitutional | Victoria with the object of obtaining

m, though not on the discovery

which is likely to make his name fa-

ever be crowded to the wall by the

borter of the doctrive. Shell-fish of all | continuous heat.

taneous products of the leaves on which

rats and mice were all thought capable | ‘the memory of man, which ;
of being generated without sexual inter- | 21 atom in the eternity of its existence

tors; the sprightly mite developed in the | the other
heart of the cheese apparently without | the Natur
cause; worms consumed the body that| was made to .the Austrians as to the

that suggests itself to the mind of the“T
child is: “If God is our creator, who | have taken these fraudulent and untrue
I strated” that more modern methods of | M28de God?” And back of that simple : papers before the County court and mis.

all who have made the subject one of fected by their practie

Mr. Burke is not a sensationalist, ang & respongible

i with which surytyors
when he was sixteen, and there worked, th:

ély Interested in, and should demand legis-
Afterwards he went to Mason’s Col. | [2tion

i absolutely necessary,

correct,” Mr. Burke remarks, “they fit
in exactly with the definition of life
'which Herbert Spencer framed—‘The
comtinuous adjustment of internal to-ex-
ternal relations, and the consistent em-
phagis on the need of adapting the or-
Zanism to its environment.’ That is the
broadest definition of life there is.”

The very first question will arise in
the ordinary mind as to how the discov-
ery affects theology and the higher criti-
 Mr. Burke to speak: :

“Well, I have always taken a pro-
found interest in the theological aspect
! of this question. We must leave it, how-
{ ever, to theologists to decide. To me it

An seems to add further evidenmce for the
effort has been made to give results COntinuity of nature.
jin a practical way, in as concise form |

“We cannot attempt to discuss the ori-
ginal cause—that is beyond the scope of
science altogether. But to. explain things

It is on the principle of continuity of nature

Seems to me to reveal the harmony of
the universe in the works of the Al
mighty. Should my experiments prove

the possibility of ‘spontaneous genera- !

tion,” it'is a principle not in the least de-
structive of the deistic conception of the
universe. In fact, if it can be shown
that dust and earth can produce life on
account of radio-activity, it would only
confirm the truth of Biblical teaching.
. “That, it is obvious, cannot be proved
in our time, because the radio-activity
of the earth is so small that it might
take thousands of years to produce life.”
We must not conclude, bhowever, that
the experiments: dispose finally of the

all-importaunt ‘question as to the origin | ru

i of life. 'We have still to account for the
influence, the life-giving principle, of

ter him men found mo difficulty in be- radium, upon the sterile culture mediam,
lieving in cases of spontaneous genera- | Since the discovery of radium, and the

j'mfmy experiments that have been made

{ tion which would now be rejected as|gio) to test its qualities, it has been

| held that it is the source of the sun’s
It has long been a
problem how the sun, a molten mass,
radiating heat in an incalculable meas-
ure thourly, and daily, and monthly and

spring spomtameously from the fat ooze yearly and for eons of years, could, so

i to speak, consume itself as fuel and at
the same time retain its own mass and
i its ecaloric force practically withont
; diminishment even for the ages within
iod is but

l as a source of life and light to the uni-
verse of which it is the centre.  If this
i-theory be correct we have yet to enquire:

| What is radium? Whence the source of ¢
! its activity? Is it life in its most con- |

centrated form? How is it related to
; the all-pervading essence?  In getting
back to radium are we now Just reaching
; the threshold-of ‘a new world, ethereal-
i ized, sublimated, spiritualized—the great
j shadow land of the supremest mysteries
i of existence?

O

MORE “MACHINE ” WORK.

Mr, Justice: Walker, while-holding a
court of revision of the voters’ list in
North Winnipeg; has unearthed a most
scandalous plot to stuff the lists on the
part of the Liberals.

The facts so far as ascertained are
that the officials of the Grit Club and a
C.P.R. employee in the yards of the C.
P.R. corralled a large number of Aus-
trians, took them to a house on Fonseca
street and got them to sign affidavits,
under the Naturalization Aect, that they

en three years in Canada (this is
the required qualification) and also to
ualifications necessary under
ization Act: No explanation

i required residence and they, for the most
part, signed the affidavits in ignorance,
not knowing the contents.

. Acting on ‘the: information furnished
by Justice Walker the Attorney-Gen-
eral's department has issued - warrants
for the arrest of several Liberal work-
ers. One of .these men, who was em-
ployed in the Immigration Department,
has been promoted recently to a better
position in the Customs. He had been
specially appointed by the Dominion
government to. take oaths under the

The greater mystery still existed that | Naturalization 'Act, and it appears that

e was the chief offender, as he is said
ito have administered the oath without
_explaining the .contents of the afidavits,

Cause, the philosopher was bound to ac- jand: issued certificates 4#hat he knew the
The first question in theology ' &PPlicants possessed the necessary quali-

| fications to become British subjects.

hen other Liberal workers are said to

| led the court, and, pursuant to the Na-
turalization Act, certificates of full na-
turalization were issued to the parties
i thus dealt with, The cases on which the

: i d it is ‘information is made are that the parties
this respect we are looking to the ex- | ©iVe of space that is endless, an it | naturalized have only been in Canada

line months and left Austria nine and a
half months ago.

If the charges are proven the per-
petrators of this outrage should be se-
verely dealt with, as nothing more seri-
ous to the welfare of the country can
\ be imagined than enfranchising a lot of
| ignorant foreigners, who can be driven

| like sheep to the -poils to subvert the will
of the people and render representative
government a sham and a delusion.

ot i e

Tiring of his long imprisonment in
{Tsarskoe Selo, the Czar decided to
move to one of his country palaces,
but the trip is postponed. Beneath
the apartments intended to be occu-
pied by the imperial family 200
pounds of dynamite were found—
material for a warm reception. Poor
Czar, one would think he would come
out in the open and be shot and end
it all, rather than “dwell in the midst
of alarms.”

———e

*ooooooocooooo.oqoooooooooo
®
t: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
i® [The Editor does not hold him-

® self responsible for views expressed

® by correspondents.]

[

;ooooooooooooooooooooooooo:
PROVINCIAL LAND SURVEYORS
ACT.

Sir—The legislature of this province dur-
ing the session recently closed repealed the
Provinelal Land Surveyors Act and enact-
ed the British Columbia Land Surveyors
Act, 1905.

: The preamble to the new act states that
“It 18 deemed expedient to provide for
the advancement of the profession of land
surveying in this province and for the
greater professional efficlency and useful-
Dess of the British Columbia land survey-
ors and for the better protection of the
interests of the public who may require
thelir services.” 1In other words, our sar-
veyors are pronounced inefficient for the
Tequirements of the province asd the in-
terests of the public are prejudicially af-
es.

This criticism of a body of men holding
ositlon 1s somewhat start.
- Owners of land, holders of land se-
curities, and all interested in transfers of
land are dependent upon the efficlency
execute the duties
entrusted to them by the government for

e means of identifying their holdings.
They, as well as surveyors, should be deep-

that will guarantee reliability in
cannot do better than quote
nstructions issued by the land
department of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company to surveyors employed by it,
as to the imnortance of this ‘matter. They
say: ‘“‘The object of a survey is to mark
on the ground . . , the iimits of the par-
cel and to portray it in the notes, so that.
there could be no trouble in re-locating it
in whole or in part therefrom. It is

il
ated as British 'Columbia s

efined or systematic surve; , that par-

cism. Upon that point we shall permit

as it is by its prerogative against loss by
reason of Its mistakes, -or issues of title
through same, requires care in surveys, it
s certainly much more necessary for any
corporation not so protected, in dea'ing
with large blocks of land, and while such
care ‘may occasionally add slightly to the
cost of the surveys, it is in the interest
of the public and the profession that it
shonld be exerciged.”

In connection with this subject and the
value of the new act as an effective
measure of reform, the following notes,
Jotted down, while reading the new act,
may be of interest to your readers:

A survey is legal when made by a pro-
vinelal land surveyor in accordance with
the statutory provision that govern sur-
veys in question. If of crown lands i*
consists in marking the boundaries on the
ground in the manner provided by law, and
of notes and plans known as returns,
which are indorsed, in an affidavit of the
surveyor, as representing the sarvey. These
documents are inspected by the departmen:
.of lands and works. If the survey, as set
forth in the returns has been made ac-
cording to the law, and if the returns have
been properly prepared the survey is ac-
cepted. After a notice to that effect ap-
pears In the Gazette both the work done
on the ground and the returns have a legal
status.

When the transfer is between individuals
the returns comsist of a plan certified, but
not sworn to, by the surveyor as repre-
senting the survey. This Is examined by
the registrar of titles. If it is prepared
according to law he files it. Survey and
plan have then .a legal status, inferior,
however, in effectiveness to a survey ac-
certed by the department of lands and
works.

In an accepted survey we have legal
means of identifying a parcel of land,
while the returns supply the information
'from which we should be able to make a
re-survey,

The examining processes, while capable
of improvement, give a fair guarantee that
the returns are sufficlent for their intend-
{ed purposes. If they are a truthful record
:the same may be said of the survey; but
Wwe have no guarantee of this, as the fol-
lowing will show:

In April, 1904, Mr. W. 8. Gore, acting
:s8urveyor general, issued a eircular to sur-
{veyors which stated that ‘“There appears
to be a growing practice among surveyors
{of sending In to this department field notes
of surveys which have been very insuffi-
clently defined on the ground, only part of
fthe lines being run and the remainder
shown as impassible, and no traverse or
other information being given to close the
‘survey. In many of these cases, if a lit-
tle more trouble had been taken by the
surveyors, these lines could have been
n. . . . o Lines mot rum on the
ground must not be returned in the field
notes; the surveyor must state distinctly
in the fleld beok that such line was  not
| run and ﬁive his reasons for not doing so.”
| . It is clear from this that we have no
efficlent guarantee for the proper per-
formance of fleld work; that advantage is
being taken of this legislative mission;
‘and that legislation on this sabject, to be
effective, should provide ‘a guarantee to
cover this point. We have therefore a
:‘est to apply to the legislation of last ses-

on

Before examining its provisions I would
point out that all the blame for existing
practice must not be attributed to the sar.
veyors, but part of it, in iy opinlon the
major part, belongs to the dear, unsophisti-
cated public that the legislature is o
solicitous about. In the innocence of their
hearts this guileless folk care nothin
about the way in which fleld work is done.

They want accepted returns so that they‘

can get thelr titles and dispose of their in-
erests,

Why should they when the law i9
adapted to meet their point of view? So

they look for the surveyor who will getTth- '
e

cepted returns for the least money.
conscientiops surveyor with a reputation
 who cannot compete for this class of
work naturally goes to the wall. Appar-
ently the surveyor as well as the public
needs protection by remedial legislation.

nder the repealed Provinclal Land
Surveyors Act a board- of examiners,
pointed by the government, granted com-
missions to practice as provincial land sur-
veyers to those having a stated theoreti-
cal and practical knowledge of survey-
ing. It wa salso given certsin disciplinary
or judiclal powers over those holding such
commissions.

The new act creates a corporation con-
Dosed of certaln surveyors. From among
their number a board of eight members is
elected by voters who are not necessarily
members of the corporation.  But this
peculiarity is only one of many to be
found in the act. The elected board has
similar powers- to those formerly exercised
by the appointed board.
| . ‘We naturally expect that an act of par-
llament will clearly and logically set forth
its enactments;:and that all -details neces-
sary for effectiveness will be eupplied. I
regret to eay that In this law clauses are
often obscure and. sometimes contradic-
i%ory, while the omission of important de-
{talls tends to make it inoperative.

Membership 4h the corporation is limit-
ed to those surveyors ‘‘who within six
months of the passing of this act shall
become duly registered members... . .»

As no provision is made for the registra-
tion referred to, it Is difficult to see how
| the corporation can legally organize, The
importance of stringent regulations govern-
ing registration—such, for instance as the
appointment of a registrar, the information
to be recorded in the register, the condi-
i tlons under whith registrations are made,
.and their legal value—wliil be manifest
.when the extraordinary powers conferred
on this corporation are understood. In
Ontario, where surveyors are a corporate
body, the law governing registration covers
eight sections of the Surveyors Act, none
of which are unnecessary, A peculiar
feature of the British Columbia corpor-
ation Is that it can exist only during the
life of those who become registered mem-
'{Jﬁrs within six months of the passing of

e act.

Assuming that organization can be legal-
ly effected. The corporation is to be
maintained ‘‘by levying contributions or
otherwise.” It Is entitled to “all fees,
fines and penaltles recelvable and recov.
erable under this act or any bylaw passed
by the corporation.” Necessary expendi-
ture will include salary orf secretary, pay
for services of eight boara membhers pre-
paring examination papers, attending semi-
annual meetings at Victorla—which will
take not less than sixteen days, with
traveling expenses, time and expenses of
board when attending to its judicial fune-
tlons, hire of rooms, etc. To meet this
expenditure the charges for surveys will
have to be increased. I wonder how the
public will like that kind of protection.

Apart from the elective feature the board
is under the ‘“guidance’ of the corporation
as_expressed In “resolutions.”

One of its functions is the examination
of candidates—already referred to. The
standards of qualification are similar to
those heretofore in force. In a general
way they are suitable, but some of them
jare absurd; while there are important
jomissions. A new provision is that before
being authorized to practice the candidate
‘“shall have become registered o sl o D
der the provisions of this act.” This Is
the part of the act where we would ex-
pegt to see provision made for ‘‘greater
professional efficlency and usefulness.” Un-
less the substitution of an elective for
an appointed board is intended to effect

g
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59 JOHNSON STREET

VICTORIA,

this  purpose, the promised reform has cer-
iainly been omitted.

The board is authorized to ‘“‘prevent and
conciliate all
land surveyors, to hear and decide all
complaints and accusations preferred by
third parties against them in relation - fo
thelr professional conduct, and to punish
any land surveyor found gullty of the facts
alleged in sald complaint or accusation ac-
cording to the gravity of the offence, by
censure, by depriving him of the right of
voting or by cancelling or suspending his
commission as a land surveyor of the
province of British Columbia. _‘““The board
may in its discretion suspend for such a
time as it ehall think fit, or cancel the
commission of any provincial land sar-
veyor whom it finds guilty of gross negli-
gence or corruption in the execution of
the duties ot his office: but such action
shall not be taken without such surveyor
haviag “zen previously summoned in order
to be heard in his defence, nor until the
board has heard the evidence offered, both
in support of the complainant and on be-
half of such surveyor.” The board has
the power “to order any land surveyor
practicing in this province to appear before
the board when the same is deemed neces-
sary.” Devislons of the board are sub-
Ject to appeal to the Full court.

Here we have virtually a eriminal court,
for its office is to punish, Those subject
to its jurisdiction may innocently—there
‘being no schedule of offences—be guilty in
the eyes of the board of a serfous offence.

This extraordinary power is iven to
an elected court, sensitive to e small
.and irresponsible body of men who put
its members in office, without authority
to take evidence under oath—to summon
witnesses or compel their attendance; i*
hears whatever may be offered to it in
the way of evidence; determines what are
and what are not offences; and inflicts
‘what it considers suitable penalties, rang-
Ing from simple censure to taking away
;heddefendaut's means of earning a liveli-

ood.

An ordinary individual accused of an of-
fence is arraigned before a court held in
the neighborhood in which he resides;
while he is assured of protection from in-
Justice. But a surveyor ecan be forced te
g0 to Victorla from the most remote cor-
ner of this province to
Presumably he must pay his own expenses
and those of his witnesses. And he must
perforce submit to the idlosyncracies of
untrained judges given as “decisions” af-
ter hearing unsworn téstimony.

It will be interesting to note who will
be willing to assume the responsibilities of
membership on this board.

| It Is difficult to see how the compilers |

‘of this act expected such provisions to af-
{fect the points at fssue. No one will pro-
'Secute a surveyor before this board for
burposes of revenge, when what he wants

redress. In a word, the act is so

much waste paper so far as its power to |

effect needed reform is concerned.

i A guarantee of proper performance of
fleld work is after all a simple matter if
we follow the law of other parts of the
; country.

The Ontario Land Surveyors Act prevides
.that surveyors shall enter into bonds with
two sufficlent suretlies for the due per-
formance of thelr work-—said bond to en-
sure to the benefit of any party sustaining
damage.

Section 121 of the Dominion Land Act
provides that ‘“The surveyor general shall
require every Dominion or topographical
surveyor . . . to take and subscribe an
oath, or make and subseribe an affirma-
tion on the return of his surveys of Do-
minion lands, that the same have been.
faithfully and correctly executed accord-
ing to law and the instructions of the
surveyor gemeral; and if it is proved, on
satlsfaetory evidence, before any court of
ccompetent jurisdiction, that such surveys,
or any part thereof, have not been so ex.
ecuted, the attorney general of Canada
j shall, upon the application of the surveyor
| geueral, immediately institute a suit upon
{the bond of such surveyor.
| But some may say: that it 1s unfair to
! place . the responsibility of a bondsman
upon an uninterested party. To this I may
say that there are guarantee companies
that make a business of carrying respon-
sibility of this kind. I need not enlarge.

misunderstandings between |

Made ia 5 fr.

No Binder ever made has been able
compete with this machine,
test in the most difficult grain and

on the roughest ground,

lIt_ls an easy matter to work out the de.
| tails that will effectually secure a
standard in our surveys,
| My letter has been confined to
prominent points of the new act. Al
now too long, it would not be h:
were I to go into its other crud! ;
their power for working harm. Tk
was obviously compiled by some or
conversant with his subject, and
the training necessary for a lucid
sion of his ideas.
' It is to be hoped that it will be
signed to the company of other rep
!acts, and that not only an act rel
| surveyors, but a thorough r i
| those existing acts which form instruct
to surveyors will meet with attention ol
lour legislature in the near]fmurn.

J. A. KIRK,

———

LAND REGISTRY ACT.

In the matter of an application for ]
Duplicate Certificate of Title to Sub-
division 4 of Lot 1, Block 18, of parf
of Section 17, Range VI, Quamichan
District (Map 209).

NOTICBE I8 HEREBY GIVEN that it
is ‘'my intention at the expiration of ong
month fromthe first publication hereof to
issue a Duplicate of the Certificate of
Title to the above lands issued to James
Sumner on the 6th July, 1896, No. 2158¢,

8. Y. WOOTTON,
Registrar-General.

Land Registry Office, Victoria, B. (.,

14th July, 1905. iyis

POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK.

FOR SALE—One milk Durham ball, 214
years old; 4 cows soon to calf; 8 helfers
with calves at foot. Prices moderate.
Apply John 8. Young, West Saanich
road. my27

FOR SALE—He2vy draft horse, welght
ebout 1,800 pounde; also general purpose
horse, weight about 1,250 pounds. Pem-
berton & Son. my27

FOR BALE—First _class milk cow. w.
B.!chmon{i. Strawberry Vaie. my24

WANTED_AGENTS, i

WANTED—Gentlemen or ladtes—$800 per
year and expenses; permanent position;
experience unnecessary. M. A. O’Keefe,
157 Bay street, Toronto. apl3

3

| SUMMER TERM

| FOR
TEACHERS

IN THE
Sprott-Shaw Business

University

VANCOUVER, OPENS JULY 3.
Speclal attention given to the
preparation of Commercial Sipecial-
ists, and the pedagogy of ail Com-
mercial and Shorthand subjects.
Both PITMAN and GREGG Short-
hand taught by experts.
R. J. SPROTT, B. A., Principal.
H.'A. SCRIVEN, B.A., Vice-Principal
DAVID BLAIR, ESQ., Art Master.
Miss L. M. ROBERTS, Gregg Short-

hand.
VINCENT D. WEBB, Pitman Short-
hand.

53 3]

HOTEL ESSINGTON

Port Essington, B.C.
R. Cunningham & Son, Ltd

Massey-Harris 20th Century
Wide Open Binder

to succe:sfully
It stands the

It hag steel frame, perfected roller bearings, open
divider, folding headboard, and in fact all
the latest improvements,

and 6 {t. cuts,

SEND FOR SPECIAL CATALOGUE AND PRICES

El ﬁl l‘:!jgr ngon’

Ltd. Lty.

Kamloops.

IN CANNED DAINTIES

Veal Loaf, per tin ssvscssssev IS0,
Ham Loaf, per tin sereecesss 15c.
Chicken Loaf, per tin ....... 15e.
Clarke’s Pates, per tin secesss 10cC,
French Pate, per tin %
Deviled Ham, per tin..10c.and 15¢c.
English Potted Meats, per tin 10c,

Bloater Paste, per tin

Boned Chicken, per tin

Boned Turkey, per tin .

Boned Duck, per tin ..

Jellied Veal, per tin

Union Club French Sardines..
20¢., 3 for 50c,

Netting,
Wharf Street. Victoria,

clal’loss and worry, If the ecrown,

.

Enamel and Tinware for Ho
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Walter S.Fraser & Co., Ld.
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GeneralHardware

% A FULL
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