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BIANCA,
OR HFORZA'S TOWER.

Alas, lady ! replied the stranger,the Duchess is no
more ! 'She was cruelly put to death by her tyrant
As she was many years older than him-
self, ho sought souie excuse to get rid of ber, who,
I will
not pain you, dear lady, by relating the details of
faith,

husband,
in facty had raised him to the ducal throne.

this gxecrable murder ; l'orbby my koightl

e accusation against the Duchess was a fi one

Others suffered also—one, the dearest friend of my
boyhood, perished miseranly fortured, and I barely
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in, Nicolo Borso.

fore his

enchpéd the samo dodm, for dariag to proclaim them bia service alone,

doth gailtless, and offering to coinbat to the death
their aceusen ' For a time, I took refuge with Sir
As I was returning
‘otie evesing from Isoia Bella in a light skiff, I was
tracked by four assassins, who had discovered my
t to escape their galley, pulled |
ouly by a couple ol hostmen ; bus two of the armed|
assasains stripped, and applied themselves to the
oar, and I sopu saw that escape was impossible, I
boat by a blessed chance for this Island—
my small, light sword broke against the stee! har-
néss of oné of the assassins; the other ran me through

‘Gian Belirato, near Bavino,

residence. L thou

tarned b

the body ; and, bat for you, dear lady, the day of
Francesco Sforza had ended ere this.

Franceseo Storza ! echoed Bianca,in a tone of the
greatest surprise ; for nlready had the achievements

of Franceseo created wonder and applause in the

kingdoms of Italy. But Bianca’s thoughts were too

full of her father's misfortune, and hier aunt’s miser-
able fatey to think of sught else, much as she was
surprised by learning who the wounded knight was.
fter & pause, she looked up, exclaiming—
Merciful Heaven ! what am I to do to assist my
poor father ?
Listen to me,lady, responded Francesco; I will
with the blessing of God, release your father, it he
is not liberated in & week or so. My wound is
getting rapidly well, and my faithfal followers are
marchiog intg Lombardy 1rom Tuscany. You have
heard, doubtless, how the year before this I lost my
gallant fasher. Alas ! he was drowned in crossing
the listle river of Pescara, trying to save the life of
a p.xo. His weighty armour buried him beneath
the flood.

_ Iheard of his sad fate from my father, said Biaucs,
fimidly, abd how his son Fraucesco, in that trying
time, won the admiration of his father’s followers,
who ‘all took the oath of fidelity to him. But' what

brought Francesco Sforza to the ¢ourt of the Dake of|

Milan ?
And she fixed her eyes upon the Coudottiere's
pale but handsome features.
1 was brought up, dear lady, by your good and too
g:l:cou aupt, and was page for a shart time. to
ferocious first husbaud. At the time my poor
father lost his life, we were marching to the relief
of Aquila, which was defended by the famous Braccio
De Montoni and his condottieri. It was predicted
by an astrologer, some years ago, that rivers boded
danger to the race of Sforza, and Braccio De Mon-
s the same astrologer was informed
that be would survive his great rival but a short
time. Startled vy the sudden and lamedtable fate

of my father, Braccio nevertheless to en-
eounter the troops of Josans, Queen of Naples, and
the Duke of Milsa. My father’s ins were bouund

10 serye under the banmers of Filippo Maris, aod 1,
having accepted their oaths ot fidelity,led them under
his banner against my late father’s rival. Braccio
De Montoni was overwhelmed by the superior force
brought against him, and was defeated, wounded
aod captored. His wouud was not mortal ; pever-
the-less, his proud spirit rejected all aid—he never
wttered & word from the period of his capture—re-
fused all sustenance, aud died in three days.

The young captain paused, and Biancs, seeing
be was greatly fatigued by the exertion of zeaking
po tvch, insisted on saying no moré till the next
day, when she would visit him agaio, and eovsult
ou the best mesns of rescuing her father from the
power of the duke.

Francesco Sforza sighed ; lamented the state of
inactivity his wound foreed him to remain in, kissed
the band extended to him, in bidding him good
night ; and, as the door closed on the figure of the
Cognt’s daughter, e mentally vowed he would win
the fair Biaoca’s love, or carry her image in his
heart till death.

gnd what were the maiden’s ruminations as she

to ber éhamber? Mingled with thoughts of|
ber father’s captivity, aud the miserable fate of her
sunt, the image of the gallant Francesco, already one
of the éommanders i Italy—the favorite
fender of the Neapolitan Queen,and possessor of con-
siderable fiefs and lordships, made & deep impression|
on the maiden's heart, and ooccupied eocsiderable
fond father thiak, if he imagined she had be-
stowed her Jove on a son of & peasant? For it was
known that Giactmo Sforza, Francesco’s father, was
ot Cotignola in Romegna. But Biauea
ied the grandeur to which Francesco
Sforza was destined (o rise.
Juné Nud goune by, atd so had the third of the
mouth of Jaly, with its intevse blue A
without » cloud to check the ardent rays of a scorch-
ing sun.
Totally heefless of the heat—a _splendid body of

i

that the old Count de Ri

Milan.

Milan.

leader.

in many respects, to the great leaders of condottieri

Sforza was ambitious of military distinction and re-
sown. Aware that he must find mogey for his
troops, and conciliate his captains *y' the highest
amount of pay afforded by crowned heads to fight
their battles, he would, notwithstanding the baseness
and perfldy of Filippo Maria, enter his services if he
liquidated his claims, and restored to the Count de
Ricei his possessions—for the Duke kad already seiz-
ed upon his fiefs, on the plea that, some months be-
fore he bad sent a body of retainers to the aid of the
Lord of Lodi~~whom the Duke inveigled to Milan,
and afterwards executed both him and bis son. - He

served ope of the Becconia the same way—and the
ruler of Como wonld bave shared a similar fate had
The Duke bad Jong wished for
and wealth
of'the Cotint de Ricci; but his relationship to his

he not submitted.
some excuse to seize upon the territor

Dauchess, and his giving no cause of offenee, <
obstructions not easily got over. At length)
arming his retainers to aid the Signor of Lodi,

leaving his daughter, Bianea, the Island of Fishers,

Bianeca had a powertul supporter.

1: "

emissaries. His am t an g were,
therefore, great when he learned that Francesco

Sforza was not only alive, but had joined his bands|

ic the vicinity of Lodi. What his purpose was, he
could not conjecture.

In the mesntime, Sforza, with his four thousand
cuirassiers, advaoeed against the strong fortress of
Pizzighitone ; followed by four huudred of his foot
soldiers, and four large bombards—a formidable eao-
non for those days. Pizzighitone, built on the banks
oi tho Serio—close 10 its confluence with the Adds
—was considered oue of she strongest fortresses be-
longing to the Duke. In after years it became cele-
brated as the prison of Fraocis the First, after the
battle of Pavia. Nevertheless, Francesco Sforza
took it by assauit in four days, before the troops sent
by Filippo Maria to its relief could reach it.
Alter this exploit, Storza, with the old Count de
Ricci—released from captivity—under his protection,
retired with his band; and passing Cremons encamped
iz a strong position; and then commenced negociations
with the enraged Duke of Milan.

While these were pendjug, the old Count became
extremely anxiousto see his daughter; and Francesco
Sforza was equally so. Accordingly, they both agreed

of squires, to ride to Lago Maggiore, and the Island
of Fishers. Leaving the camp early one morning, in
the month of August, and avoiding Cremona, they
travelled a part.of the country where they were pot
likely to be re ized.

As they rode side side, Franeesco perceived
i was extremelv gloomy
aod abstracted in his manner. He was aware that
his deliverer from captivity owed bis life to his
daughter’s care ; though not one word of their mutual
love had been communicated to the Count by Storza.
Bat as they rode along, Francesco determined to re-
veal the truth.

Count de Rieci, said he, I beg you will listen to
what I have to say, with patience and temper. Your
daughter saved my life. I released you from eap-
tivity., Still, I am your daughter’s debtor, and wouid
willi offer my life to do her & service.

You have proved that, returned the Count. drily,
on the battlements of Pizzighitone. Bat go on.
Well, Count de Ricci, resumed Sforza, in a firm
tone, I love your daughter!

Precisely what 1 knew would be the case, when

horses was traversing the country berween Lodi and
Milano. The men were cased from head to heal, in

you told me she saved your life. Benissimo! What
next ? returned the stern old warrior; his features

We have plighted our troth, Couat de Ricei ; and
hambly hope you will sasetive our sffection ; and
me, unworthy as I am, a3 your future son-in-

ww..ﬁof.h“ﬁeﬁ’y fg-lﬁ-a vh:’m’omq'-ulhh-ldm

Golden graced his ; dnd & Tolty erimson| True, replied ; but that
hﬂu&mmu—?ﬂb“ erowned heads tremble ; and won a princi
ﬂﬁuwm-lﬁb*lylh#m And, by this good sword,
able of the rider’s great weight. visor ‘of this/he luid his band upoa the weighty one he wore, I
koight was i lhb.h.‘lﬂ win a erown lo offér

featares of Frazcesco His companion, If gallastry and

though not cased in complete mail, was & powerfal

man of middle age—well armed in cuirass and salade, | sas

with & heavy lance in its rest, and s pondérous he

iqbuvchl.

at his saddle bow. This cavalier w; Sforza's famous

Though generous, high-spirited, and far superior,

ere
his
and
flerce remonstrance against the Duke’s treatment of
his Diachéss, gave him the opportunity desired. ~Fie|
imprisoned the old Count, and seized his possessions,

and a small peasion to live upon. Buyt, in her lover,
The Duke considered that Sforza was slaino by his
d

vested in plain arroour, and attended only by a couple|

You have dared to dispute the will of a

I have a secret that has been con-
I will con-
We shall then see how affairs will

with rage. Yo miust either serve him, and place

aving his forces in Romagna, Sforza visited|your troops in his pay, or evacuate “fis territories
isgusted by the cruelty exercised towards
the Duchess and the companion of his boyhood,
Sforza defied the Duke to prove their guilt, offering,
sceording to the custom of the times,to fight to death
their aceuser. The Duke resolved to rid himself of so
bold & champion ; but Sforza, warned ,in time, left
Assassins, nevertheless, tracked his steps ;
and he would have fallen a victim but for Bioaca.

Francesco was now on his way to the fortress
where the Count De Ricci was confined ; reselved to
take it by storm ; and then, with his waole force—
{which amouunted to near fong thousand men, horse
and foot—approach Milau apd demand a settlement
of his claim from the Duke, If he refused, he would
threaten to join his force to'that of Nicolo Picinino
—the ablest of Braccio de Montopi’s captains, who
was then collecting the scattered forces of his late

without delay. Now lat us on. i

The evening of the second day, the Count and
Sforsa reached the sheres of Lago Maggiore, near
the town of Arona. A small hamlet of fishermen
was withio-half a league of them; and there they
's(opped in preference to enter Arons, which was a
fortitied place, nnd garrisoned by the Duke's soldiers.
A boat was soon procured; and the wind being
favorable, the Conut and his compamion sailed with~
out attendants, for the Island of Fishers. It was
scarcely more than two hours’ sail ; and just as the
sun closed his labors for the day, they reached the
Island. Francesco Sforza felt his heart beat, with
an almost painful violence as he leaped on the beach,
tollowed more slowly and cautiously by the old Count.
No humau being was to be secen. The lofty tower
rose graudly agaiost the clear sky, in the fading
light of evening ; but no soand met the ear—all was
still and tranquil, as if no living soul dwelt upon
the Island. Francesco Sforza felt stratgely ; but he

then existing throughout Italy, and even fond of|advanced with a quick step to the great gate of the
caltivating his mind, at times, by study, Francesco|tower ; it was wide open ; he called aloud ; there was

no return to his summons.

The tower was totally
deserted.

No living being inhabited it.
To be continued.

— = —_—
By the treaty of Oregon in 1864, and by the con-
vention of 1863, to settle long-standing claims be-
tween the Hudson's Bay and Puget Sound Companies
and citizens of the Uvited States. it was provided
that & commission should be appoioted, consisting of
one member to be named by the government of the
United States, and one by the Queen of Great Brigaio
who should have power to appoint a third as um

or, if they should fail to agree, then that.such umpire
should be appointed by the King of Italy ; the com-
mission thus constituted to have fu)l and final aathor-
ity iu relation to the claims in question, which
amount to about five millions of dollars. The com-
missioner on the part of the United States, the Hou.
Alexander S. Johnstou of the State of - New York,

wmel
had been foreseeti,they failed to agree oo an umpire.
In consequence of this, through the advice, we
understand, of Earl Russell, acting on behalf of the
, the Eoglish commissioner was advised to
cut the knot of the difficulty by at once waiviog all
pational objections and feelings, and proposing the
Hon. B. B. Curtis, fogmerly of the Supreme Conrt
of the United Siates, to the American commissioner
for umpire. Mr Cartis, we learn bas received the
ppointment aod accepted it. Consideriog the legal
questions, the large pecuniary interests, aud the
ionsl susceptibilities involved, it must be gratify-
ing to the people of the United States that the Eog-
lish government has been willing to confide them all,
in the last resort,—so far as they are
to the jondicial uprightuess, the ability and the legal
learning of an American citisen.—Boston Daily Ad-

vertiser.

P,

At one of the minor theatres of Vienna a whistler
pamed Piccoliai is whistling his way te public favor.
A correspondent writes that ** he is a man of mid-
dle height and an elegant exterior. He whistled,
witk accompasiment of pisno-forte, the serenade of
, aud the cavatina Casta Diva from ‘Nor-
ma.’ He whistled double notes with great distinet-
ness, and his shiske was irreproachable; the sound
is of the most agreeable quality, as well in the
medium as in the highest part of the register. His
intonation was pever at fault, and one might be led
to suppose that he was listening now o the song of
the nightingale, now to the full sod sonerous voice

of the quail, and anon to the trill of the Jark as it

goars into the higher regions of the empyrean. The
success of the whistler was emphatic.”

Crossixa THE Awrs By Stean.—~While the
work of makiog a tunoel through the Alps is going

on, an attempt was made 0 effect the passage of

Mount Cenis, and with success. The ascent has
recently been made on reils laid ove mile and »
quarter, bat they pass over the most difficult slopes.
A locomotive ascended and decended the line several
times. 'If the gréal problem of the mscent of the
Alps by steam is solved, and cars can ron over this
elevation of the earth,it will be 8 “ big thing ” for
Turin and all Italy.

CostLy Brige Destrovep.—Toe Confederate
Gen. Baker, on receiviag the newy of the surrender
of Lee’s army, ordered the distru¢tion of the long
and costly bridge by which the S¢aboard and Roa-
noke railroad crossed the Bravelf river at Weldon.
Four splendid locomotives were placed on the bridge
and the structure fired. A moré wicked, causeless|

Bianes yet.
dowghty deeds cdn win & erown,|"I's Bill Sykes, sir, whio is imitating
ceriainly have a fair chanee, Franceses Sfovoa,tive.” “Come up here, William,” said the

and wonton act has not been copymitied during the
of North Catolina are much io-

3-—“«“ )

“Boys,” suid s village Ibo"'hy
-....a.m...;.....l""'" that noise i sehool 7
i ing & locomo-
school-

suid (he Couns, in » kinder tone. 1 am ag old man, masier ; “M you ave turned jnto & locometivo, it is

iy

lon;-g'r.- 1 lov: a brave undﬁcnlerpri;iu‘ chnr;cur i
but I certainly looked for a higher alliance for my
ough a littlé paler than nsual, Francesco Sforsa|daughter, than the leader of a

ndotsieri troop, even
was comglctely cured of his desperate wound. Be-

though that leader is Fraocesco Sforza. But fate
eparture from the old Tower on the Island| will not be controlled. I am considered a stero, hard
of Fishers, Sforza and Biapca De Ricci became|man; and many add the word miser to my titles. ¥
lovers, and plighled their fuith and troth to each like you.
other with all the devotion and fervour of young|tyrant, to serve mo ; andil am net ungrateful.
hearts loving for the first time. Before his depart- before we speak further on this subject, let ua reach
ure trom the tower, Sforza explained to Binaca how|our destinatios.
he came to be in Milan at the period of her father's|fined to my breast these fourteen years.
incarceration. The duke owed his father large sums|fide is to you.
of mouey for services at varions periods. This money
he refused to pay unless she son bouud himselt to|the fortress of Pizzighitone will cotivulse the Duke

But

stand ; but, depend upon it, your bold surprisal of|

and the Houo. John Rose of Canads, on the part of
’ appoitd E-w-

'nmqh.thori:o-ofuhm-j

continued, and cannot expecs 0 hold oo much|high time you were switched off.”

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Moxpay, May 15.

Hon. Mr. Dixawerr.: I will not oppose the
mt. If it is properly expended, it will be a
enefit to the country. Tmporting stock costs
a great deal, apd very often they do not give sa-
tisfaction. I sappose it will be like other money
matters ; Queen’s County will reccive the
reatest share of the benefit; but perhaps the
ociety will give us a fair share of tg: stock.
on. Arrokxey Gexenav: I do not wish to
let that item pass without making an observation,
T am willing to support that graot for a model
farm, and [ am happy to see such a provision
made. I must say, howeyer, that I regret to hear
the sentiments of his honor from Prince County,
(Mr. Ramsay) whose opinion I highly respect,
and who is a practical farmer himself. 1 wish
“we had more such practical farmers. But I
cannot agree with him, for if a model farm s
managed properly, it will result in great benefit
to the agricultural population of this Coleny.
The question belongs more particularly to agri-
culturalists, still, ls know, as every legislator
should who has been a few years in the bnlxmy.
that agriculture is the main thing that we have
to depend upon. I hope the expericnce of the
!vut will be a sofficient guide and warning to the
jovernment in the future in the wanagement of
a wodel farm; and T feel assured that the far-
mers of this Colony, when keeping stock
through our long winters is such a great disad-
vantage, will derive 8 vast benefit from having
that stock of a superior breed of animals for
which they would, perhaps, get a hundred per
cent. more than they would for inferior animals.
It is well known that a colt of & poor breed will
eat as much and cost as much t keep him as
one of the best breed and first value. There-
fore I think it will be a great advantage to haye
8 model farm, if & good practical farmer can
got to take charge of it; and I hope that every
Pouible care will be taken to make it & success,
The more enterprising farmers are now looking
forward to the importation of stock every year,
which is & great risk and very expensive ; and
the riecessity for it might be obviated by the
establishment of a good stock farm in the Co-
lony.
Hon. Mr. Axpersox : 1 feel satisfied with the
grant, though the old model farm did not auc-

ceed very well, 1 think the exrricm on that

farm will be an advantage, and will enable the
Gover 0 blish her on better prin-
ciples.

ltem agreed to.

The Hon. Mr. Beer suggested that a confer-
ence shonld be asked for with the House of As-
sembly, with a view to the imtroduction of &
clause in the Bill giving the Government power
to ¢xpend £1,000, which had béen appropriated
n 186 for the discovery of coal in'mil gnhnd.
His honor remarked that the mdiey was avail-
able if any person should discover caal, but no
o A o b

vy b-—’v-*r e
20~

ppreem —a——t

risk ; and, therefore, he wished to give the
vernment power o expeand the money as they
thought proper. The pr:cidy of the sugges-
tion was concurred in by Committee.

The House was then resumed and progress re-

rted.
poOn motion of the Hon. Ms. Henderson, an
Ani-m;;-:dgnt::lﬂo Act to -’:l"-
rate Agricultu Ys WaS
Pl.:c third ﬁ-o’ud passed. M
DESPATONES—CONFEDERATION.
(Commitice resumed.)

Hon. Mr. DivowzLL : Our time is very short,
but 1 would just rise for the purpose of support-
ing the resolution of bis
General ; and 1 do so with confidence that I am
ority of
my constituents. to think that his
honot’s resolution will be oo-mi-mly:’r
ported in this House. :
than bis honor deserves, for be has taken an ac-
tive part, as well as his honor the Leader of the
Oppotition in the House of Assembly, in bring-
h.,{.u.q..uso-mum ich, I believe,
will be upon it by the Legisisture.
1 thank their honers, as well as the of the
Island, for the way they have the sub-
ject; and I would not another gentlemsn
(MrBeer) who has taken a great deal of trouble
in making calculations, and instructing the people
ngvnlbercdpoailbl of the financial part of
the question, I caanot see that we would de-
rive any benefit rom a union with Canads. Our
trade would not be increased, IM‘I’ we would I;or
subjected 10 & increase of taxation.
there are any mn of baving a profitable
trade wich that country, I do not see that we are
debarred from having it now. We can have all
the advantages of trade without subjecting our-
selves to be tased at their discretion. They
would have an overwhelming majority in the Le-
gislatare, and they could tax us as ¢
, which would be interfering with our con-
stitutional righto from first to Jast. Therefore I
am fully of opinion, after mature consideration,
that we are far better as we are, even though
we have a little trouble, for Canada has not been
s0 weil able to manage the business of their
country as we bave been to manage owrs; and
why should we trust the management of our al-
fairs to people who have mever beem able to
their own with satisfaction. Therefore

and i country, and’ therefore a
C’-ion vnl-l ho.b‘u.&i-l 1o us, but I believe
such are all **bosh.” Their
canals and ru would be no benefit to ws;
do not want our m.ndvu'o'kl
0! be taxed double what we ase at present,
ionidlhuCc-ldlillricb' country ; if so,

and if they tax w with themselves, it
would be’ unjust nd.w-nu 0 us, for we

could not bear the same faxation. A great deai
has beer said about the ‘“glory™ part of the sub-
m. A few wight n going to Canada,
it would soen wear sway, and our sons
wouid haye very Mmh their aceount.
P lkywo-ldbi $0 the *“fromt™ to
the . _ 1 think we should carefully
g-ntdnp“-:?‘houd-—b. 1 do not
wish to speak disrespectfully of any Government,
but 1 believe theirs is not the purest in the
world. If the Canadian politicians are such men
as they are represented (o be, they must be very
corrupt. I belinye they were very, liberal im en-
. tevtaining the when they were in Can-
:xﬁ, rv . to.pee il we would take
i, :k:yﬂnm;--. i
confident views honor

Her llz.ti‘- pleasure “thereunto. His Execel- X

L4

I
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Hon, Mr. MeDoxarp : [ will divo support the
resolution, and I think it is unnceessary to debate
the question further. Ifthere were any difference
of opinion in this Flouse respecting it, the case
would be different.

Hon. Mr. Ramsay : ¥ did intend to say s few
words Tn this subject, but there is not time
now to do so. I may say, however, that I
with nearly all that been said in opposition
to Confederation. [ do not see anything to in+
duee us to go into such & union. If we could
trade with Canada as we can with the Lower
Provinces, or with Britain, or the United States,
or the West Indies, wo might viow the pror
in a more favorable light; but at present, kde
not see what we would gein by geing inte. the, s
p Confederation. 1

House was then resumed, and the Chair-
man reported the resolution unanimously agreed
to. .

Hon. Attorney General, from the joint Com-
mittee of both Houses appointed to prepare an
Address to Her N.j“m‘ Qll'(!l': upon the
subject of the proposed Federal Union of .the
Colonies, presented the following draft thereof
which was read and adepted by the House—

(Sec Herald, Apri] 26,)

The Hon, Mr. McDonald, from the joint Cons-
mittee nptoinud to prepare an Address to Her
Majesty the Queen, on the subject of“the pay-
ment of the salary of the Lieutenant Governor
of this Colony, presented the following dealy
thereof which was read and agreed to by the

House—

(See Herald, May 3.)

On motion offthe Hon, Attorney General, s
flllh to auth hiurdle "d. t of s to
ustices of the Peace, and to regulate
ings had before them, was read the ¢
and passed.
The Hon. Ale, %-u‘ (rom the conference on
the appropriation Bill, reported that the House
of Assembly declined adopting the suggestion of
the Counci{to insert a clause in the Bill to allow
the sum of money appropristed for
of coal, to be expended by the
owing to #o many of the members of that House
being absent.
-pwiaiou Bill was then re-committed
and repo ':lmd to.
Adjourned till half-past three o'clock, P.M.
AFIERXOOX. v
The appropriation Bill was read the third fime.
and passed.
At foar o'clock, His Excellency, George Dun-
das, Eaqui , Li G y + e down
to the Couacil Chamber, and, having taken his

Esquire, to secure titles to their was re-
prowow y g 10 ey L e s

(See Hergld, April 5.) t
Jauzs Ramsay, Reporter.

f=
i.
!
+

SEE.
42
fiff
i
i

i’
i

%

(From the New York News.)
We have reccived the following communies-

New Yors, May ith, 1565.
To the Rditor of the New York News:




