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Claude descended the steps to the old
eellar door, and, in the total darkzess,
searched for the key-hole, and with dif
ficulty inserted the key and turned the
rusty wards. Then moving back the
door on its creaking hinges, be entered
the old cellar.

On entering, he could not distinguish
anything for a moment in the dim,
uncertain light that came from one
small, very narrow window in ine
heavy foudation wall Gradually
his surroundings became visible, and
he found that he was inh a quite large,
rather oblong and dungeon-like room,

o
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of very narrow stone steps in the foun-
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gee nothing 1
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it may, 1 alone posgess the key, and 1
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'HAPTER IX.*
ft was not many days before Jacobus
Bruyn took occagien to eall upon Law-
yer SBaybrook to consult with him in re-

| gard to the Rolff property.

As may be imagined, the sudden de-
parture for Europe of the young heir of

| Rolff House hefl been the cause of un-

limited gossip in the little place, In
some mysterious manner, pretty much
all of the legal transactions fn which
Claude had been engaged had leaked
out and become the subject ot publie
talk, and, naturally, the truth had been
tmproved upon in various ways as the
detatls passed from mouth to mouth.

The good burghers shook their heads
gravely as they commented on the reck-
jessness of the young man, and many
were the predictions that he would soon
“eome to & bad end,” And when Law-
-yer Saybrook's name Was mentioned,
there were knowing nods and winks,
and volces were lowered as comments
svere freely made on the sharp bargains
he had driven with the young man in
mplylnx him with-mopey for his Euro-

n trip.

These stories had of course come to
the ears of Farmer Bruyn. The RolX
property adjoined his lands on its west-
ern side. The old wood, mentioned In
& previous chapter, extending across inte
the bounds of the property of the
shrewd, acquisitive old farmer, and for
years he had had his eyes on it and the
adjoining meadow land as a most desir-
dble addjtion to his farm if it ever be-
eame purchesable. But so long &8 the
eged mistress of Mol House llved, no
such result was posible. The old lady
would not listen to a proposition to sell
a foot of her lands., But now rumor was
pusily circulating the fale that young
Rolff had privately deeded all of the
fand in question to Lawyer Saybrook
as security for certain moneys advanced
him, and already the public was begin-
ning to look upon the shrewd lawyer a3
the coming owner of Ralff House. :
; Farmer Bruyn creditsd these tales;
and he had no doubt that, If the lawyer
‘became the owner of the property, he
would scon be disposed to put it in the
market for sale. So he hastened at once
to inquire into the matter. |
§ The man of law was aalighted to ses
the old farmer, He shook his hand with

rdial warmth, and the keen, self-sat-

twinkle in his eyes indicated that
perhaps the visit was not unexpected
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road. . I've had my eyes on that piece of
jand for years; and I'm ready to pay &

| good round price for it, money down.”

»0Of course, of course,” replied the
lawyer. “You come directly to the
point, like a practical man; but, really,
my dear sir, 1 fear you misapprehend
the whole matter, I am not re: ponsible

| for any stories that may be eireul g

about my transactions with the young
heir who is my client. It is strange,
wery strange, how such stories get
started; but I cannot assure you that all
you hear is true, or that the property,
you desire is for sale or likely to be.”

“Come, no beating about the bush
said the farmer, bluntly. “] got my
story straight enough. The land is as
good as yours 1 want it. Now, If it is
to be sold at any tinre, I’d like the first
chance.”

«Well, ‘now, really, really,” said the

”»

»1 fear I will be compelled to lose a fine
thance for a bargaln. We can’t belleva
hear, Mr. Bruyn. People wiil
talk, you know. To be sure, I can't tell
syhat may hapycu, rnor 2an 1 deny or af-
firm that the property you inention may
or may not be in the market one of thess
days. Put, my dear sir, s0 far as any
jegal transactions I may heve arranged
| with my young friend are concerned, [
ean assure you that public rumor is very
much at fault. I may or may not have
entered into certaln arrangements that
give me & prospective llen on various
portions of the Rolfr ¢state. There are
mertgages, to be ste—and there may,
Le some private contracts; but, sir,
these may be intended as a mere mate
tsr of secu ‘ty, m: @ with the unders
| glandinge A

{
|
|}

*“No matter for your uncerstal ding,
foterrupted the farmer. “1 koow
| you've got some hold on this property,
and 1 know and you kaow that that
young prodigal will never be able to
| claim It back. 1 want the land, and
| you don’t. You're a lawyer, and what
cay you want of land except to drive
& charp bargain? 1 am willing to pay
| more than it is worth. Now, if ;01
want to make a bargain—"

“Ah, it I do, miy dear sir; but what
| 4¢ 1 don’t? Eh, sir—what if I don’t?
Let us suppose for a moment——merely
guppose for the sake of argim nt, my
dear sir—that [ have or may be able
to have this property at my disposal,

| Does it maturally follow that I would

wish to sell it? Would it not be more
patural to assume that if, after many
years of hard professional drudgery, I
bave managed to acquire a little mon-
ey, and, in the legitimate courec of Iy
profession, have had an opportunity
to invest it in a manner looking to the
acquisition of certain lands, it may
be my object to retire from my pro-
fesslon and settle down as a private
country gentleman? Perhaps 1 am
tired of professional life; perhaps I
desire to pass the evening of my days
as a rural gentleman and amateir ag-
riculturist instead of a har:ass »d,
overworked lawyer. Would anything
be more natural, my dear sir? Fur-
thermore, I have an only &on, Mr.
Bruyn, and although I have affo.ded
him a good education, it does not
necessarily follow that I wish Him to
be a lawyer like myself. 1 may have
a different ambition for him. 1 may
desire to see him become an hoaes’,
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while the tiller of the soil Pog 212
aimost certain reward. Why sh wia k
not desire to sce Ralph e tab.i held
ere | die In pocsession of & SDUE ia id-
ed progerty? It is po:sible==I .do 1ot
gay probable—thaal the propert’ we
Bave been talking sbout ma-® soTe
day come into my hazési~da f.c,t e
poesibilities in the cese may not be
limited to the Toserssion of even ths
choice tit of the Rolff propesiy P
wouldn't be a bad idea Lur a sh end
and enterprising man to get posses-
glon of the whole estate—eh, Mr.
Bruyn? Mind, I @5 not say that thare
{s any euch chance 2t preseat; but
whe can tell what opportunitics the
future may offer® if any such hppy
fortune should be mine, I am inc laed
to think, Mr. Bruyn, that potking
would tempt me toedispos: of a foot
of the land It would ratcer be my
smbition to becor.e your good ne gh-
bor; and there would be no probab.l-
ity of your estate and mi ¢ eve.  Leing
joined during muy lifstime; none at &b,
1 assure you—nnlesz, indeed—but no
matter; the idea is e0 remote that—"

“No, no—what is it " interrupt:d
the farmer. “I am here to talk abo.t
joining these lands, and if there is
a chance 1 want t know it. Come,
what were you going to say. Qut with
" ’

“Well, well—if your cario:ity must
be gratified. The thought flashed
acroes my mind that { have an cunly
eon and you an only daughbter; and if
it should be that we become OWners of
adjoining estates, why, tkbere might
be such a thing as arranging terms
for the ultimate union 0i th: esiates
without any need ol barter or sale. A
mere spggestion, you will perc:ive, my
dear Mr. Bruya-—quite improbable,
in fact. In truth, I have neve: tacught
of the matter before, and hive never
gaid a word to Ralph on tre subject;
though, now I come to think of it, [
have heard him spexk admiricgly of
your daugnter. And, really, my dear
¢ir, you must allow me to corgritu-
Jate you on the possession of such a
Jovely child. If 1 were Ralph, cow—
but, really, thiis subject is one that
perhaps should not be trenched upon
in a dlscussion based o eatirely upon
probabilities and the mere c»nces of
fortune, so to speak.”

The old farmer remained p uig a
for some time in @'brown study.

“]1 pever thought'o! this betore,” he
caid, at last. “I supposed it you got
held of any of this Rolff property you
would want to sell it. But if you d At
there's an end 'of that, To be sure, 1
bave my daughter—and a rae girl she

tend she shall marry any rake or

‘gcal’ "U"}”:"' :I"y-re'; yous
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suppose, But I s&™ Qgly omg i ing 1a
his favor--he was going to havo thls
rcperty; but 1 soon made w) m{
mind he'd never Luow enough to k eq
it; and 1 was rig Of cours:, h2'l
woste the proper v, and dy
will get it; and 1 hall be glad if it
falis into no worse hands than your
own. 1f it does, and you ever W nt
to sell it, you can conside: me a cua
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COoKING HINTS,

Dou't add lard, wwolusses or sugar to
bread If you wish to Leep well and be
wholesowe,

Potatoes baked theroughly, but not
allowed to turn dark, are the best to be
used for creamed potatoes.

If salad dressing curdles when being
mixzed, add a little cold water, stir
quickly, and it will become quite
smooth,

If tea be ground like coffee or crush-
ed immediptely before bolling water is
poured upon It, it will yield nearly dou-
ble the amount of its exhilarating qual-
ities.

If a sliced onlon and carrot are cook-
ed with veal, it will be found that the
flavor of the rather tasteléss meat is
much improved. Veal cutlets rely for
their flavor on the tomato sauce that
is usually served with them.

A delightful flavor is sometimes giv-
en to steak by placing it overnight in
a bath of oil and vinegar, In the morn-
ing it is wiped before the broiling, but
enough of the mixture has been ab-
sorbed to give it a decided flavor.

If in making split pea soup a teacup-
ful of whipped cream is put in the
tureen just as the soup Is poured over,
the improvement in flavor of the soup
will be noticeable, This puree has
sometimes a flat, even watery taste
that is not at all agreeable, which the
whipped cream entirely removes.

A Scotel Antigelf Law,

Scotland, as evérybody knows, Is the
Jand where golf originated-and the land
where it most flourlshes, But If the
law were strictly enforced north of the
Tweed it would go hard with the play-
ers of the royal game in “Bonnie Scot-
land.” Golf players théfe may not
know it, but they are liahle to a sen-
tence of death for their indulgence in
their favorite sport. Techuically, this
{s literally & fact. In’ anclent times,
when Sestland always had work for
her soldiers to do, all young men were
required to perfect themselves in arch-
ery. They preferred to play golf, and
so serious a rival did the game become
that it was for a time suppressed and
made a eapital offense. That curious
law never has been repealed and may
still be ‘found on the statute book.
There seems to be no record, however,
of the law ever having been enforced.

e

A SUMMER RETREAT,

Mrs. Nathaniel Jonea—“Have you
found 8 desirable sumaer-place, Mar-

garst I

Mys,. Jerome Smith—"Oh, yes, Elea-
nor. It must be a lovely resort; it
is u'l‘nnhod as ‘Ping- Para-

is, it 1 say it myself; and [ do.u't Ins |
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sastoria is for Iafuots and Children. Castoria is &
haruness substitute for Castor Oil, Paregoric, Drops
snd Soothing Syrups. 1t contains peither Opium,
Morphine nor other Narcotie substarce. It is Pleasant.
Its guarantea is thirty years’ use by Millions of
Motkors. Casterie destroys Worms and allays Feverishe
ness. Tastoria cures Diarrhoea and Wind Colic. Castoria
rolieves Teeihing Troubles, cures Constipation and
Flatulency. Castoria assimiiates the Food, regulates
the Stomach and Bowels of Infants and Children, giving
healthy and natural sleep. Castoiia is the Children's
Panacea—The Mother’s Friend.
Castoria. )

: Castoria

# Cas toria 1s 5o well acapted 1g childres
that 1 recommend X as superior to any pre
scripion known to me.””

B A AscmEer, M D Breckiys, N. §

sCastoria is an excelent m
shirhien. Mothers have repea
of ite good cffect upon lmerr ¢hit

Pr. G. C. Oscoow, Leov
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What people say about

Yolk Baking Powdecr

[ use it in my bake shop and it always gives the
best results,” Proprietor Bostox CAFA,

|t is the best | have ever used”’
w \rs. MCTAGGART, 746 Wharncliffe Rd. London,
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“For tea Biscuits it isAl” Mx: ARMSTRONG, Dundas St.
L o In 10c., 15c. & 2Bc. TINS ONLYs
SOLD BY MASSEY & KNIGHT.

SOLD ONLY IN 10c, 15¢ wpd 20¢ CANS,
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!(ieo. Stephens & Douglas

Fenc: Builders
Who Think—=-

The London Fence Weusving Machine is a
comparatively new th'ng to the fence builders
but it is fast becoming indispensable as a
money and labor saver, especia'ly since Fence
Slats are 80 hard to procure,

With this machine you can build a fence of
No. 8 Galvanized Crimped Wire. 10 wires high
with No 13 Galvanized Cross Wires, for less
than 36¢ a rod, after the posts are sef

Compared with any ready made fence with
the same numo:r of wires, in tne market, it
will be tound to be heavier and stiffer and at
very little over half the cost.

You can buy them at the great Hardware
Emporium at the East end, from Geo. 8Steph-
ens & Douglas, General Hardware & Imp'e:
ment Merchants,

P.8. With every sale of Superior Binder
Twine we are giving away a splendid Map of
Western Ontario:

Geo. Stephens & Douglas

—FOr Sales——

Oholce Clover Seed, Timothy Seed, White and Black
Oats, Barloy, Oorn, Beans, Buckwheat,

= For Best Bread»
Use Kent Mills Gold Medal Flour.
. o dFOr Health....
Steven’s Breoakfast Food. . *‘Sunrise’’ Oorameal

The Canada Flour Mills Co., umiea
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Ice c:::a';;oand
Soda Water

Known as the-Best in
" Town.

Pare, tich Ice Cream, made by the most
perfect apparatus in abs Mutely
TOMNS.

Refreshing, foaming Soda W
exquisite Fruit Flavo.s
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Somerville’s

Restaurant and Lunch Rooms
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stock at right
prices.
JOHN H. OLDERSHAW §
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BANK OF MONTREAL

ESATBLISHED 1817,
Capital (all paid up) $12.000,000
Rest Fund - - - 8,000,000
Drafts bought and sold. Colleo-

tions made on favorable terms. In-
terast al)lowed on depostis at current
rates in Savings Bank Department, or
cn deposit receipts.
DOUGLAS GLASS,
Manager Chatbam Branch

STANDARD BANK OF LANADA

HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO.
Branches and agents at all primei-
gl points in Canada, U. 8. and Great
itain. Drafts issued and notes dis-
counted. Savings Bank Departmeaf
deposits (which may be withdrawn
without delay), received and interest
allowed thereon at the highest cur-
rent ratea
G. P. SCHOLFIELD.
Manager Chatham Branch.

No. 1 and No % are soid in Chat-
bam by C. H. Guan & @0, Central

THE SAUGEEN
MINERAL WATER
—18 ON BALE AT
CENTRAL DRUG STORE and
¥.A. ROBERT'S LIQUOR STORR
Saugeen blends beautifu Iy
with new milk, wines anl
Jiguors, try it.
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We are Back Again to -

* REGULAR PRICES
wWith the Best Work in
the Oity. Goods Oalled
for and Delivered.

m&amunnn
Telephone 20
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