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POST OFFICE OF THE ARMY AN

ORGANIZATION

WHICH GOPES

WITH VAST AMOUNT OF MAIL

Nothing a “Tommy’

'Likes Better Than

to Get a Letter or a Parcel From
Home — Difficulties Which Often Con-
front the Authorities,the Addressees
Sometimes Living in Almost Inaccess

ible Dugouts.

(By W. G. Fitz-Gerald.)

Of all war’s social phas'es, T think
this shonld have first place, so near-
1v does it tonch every man in the fir-

<~ 1inn » or leoss directly——
v-r~ home in the Empire. Our
crmies already run into millions,
with Overseas contingents which are
armies in themselves. The matter of
letters and parcels is, therefore, a
rrime consideration to which Gov-
ernnment is keenly alive. |

So, after food and munition, the
ro2ds of the war zone know no more
precious freight than the postal lor-
ries, thumping and splashing
through seas of mire in a foreign
land, losing their way at night, with
all lights cut, and ghastly rockets
aloft—those merciless eyes of hos-
tile guns. These postal lorries are of-
ten ditched, sometimes under fierce
shell fire, too, with their sacks
ablaze and drivers crouching at the
wheel, racing the cumbersome ve-
hicle to safety and the common ren-
cezvous. Heroics are not confined
to the firing line, as I shall presently
show.

In one day. half a million parcels
were posted for troops in France,
and Flanders, besides a million and

an? r.or

a half of letters and fourteen thous-
and sacks of mails for the Mediter-
ranean and Salonica troops. Think of
the sorting of tens of thousands of
units, from army corps to brigade,
battalion to platoon—Iletters and
comforts for infantry and cavalry, ar-
tillery and Engineers, the Medical
Corns, Army Service, and Ordnance
—the whole vast, intricate hierarchy
of ultra-modern scientific war.
Addressees Often Under-ground.
And in foreign lands, too, over
1ailways and roads of unfamiliar
guise, with combatant risks at every
turn. Then addresses are under-
ground in mazes and mole-runs
which we reckon by the hundred
miles, line behind line-—reserves,
communiecations, approaches, and the
rest. Here is a subterranean world of
cave-men, burrowing deeper and ever
deeper to escape the impact of high-
explosive shell. It is not the hare’s
“forms’” which are needed in this
terrific siege, but the badger’s corri-
dors on a great scale. Endless streets
and massive galleries have regular
awellings at intervals, and refugees
bnked by telegraph and telephone.
Surely the strangest of postal rounds.
How is any addressee to be found,
when the known perils are braved

and overcome. The trench postman
sets out after dark, groping his way
across No Man’s Land, feeling for
trip-wires with fearful feet, tumbling
into rain-filled craters and dropping
{like one shot when the flares sail up
jin wicked constellations, and crack-
| ing salvos sweep the ploughed havoc
so to foil a possible surprise.

Men of the postal section of the
Iingineers are wounded and Kkilled
on their rounds, yet they persevere.
They work up-trench after dark with
| the ration parties. ‘“The mail’s in!”
flashes through the human warren.
The horrors of the war fall off, ex-
{ pectant love lights the war-worn the-
atre of mud and blood. Wistful eyes
and dreaming hearts in fond accord
with dear ones at home await news.

When were letters ever seized as
' they are seized here? When were par-
{ cels so eagerly opened—not so much
| for the creature comforts they con-
| tain, as for what they mean to the
! lonely soldier?
'is “lonely” on mail day. His body
but his soul

may be in the ditch, S
yearns homeward with iDVlD(‘lblG:&
sway.

Organization of Postal Service.

This postal service, all told, now

rumbers one hundred officers and
four thousand five hundred men. It
makes no claim at all for itself, be-
ing a military branch well aware that
not by food alone, nor by munitions,
doth the sturdy campaigner live. He
must hear from home, he must rum-
inate on local news, from a ‘“siege
of positions” to brood upon life’s ele-
i mentals—the summer sun and the
grass and the trees, loved faces and
places, now far off and doubly dear.
The Postmaster-General himself
went to tne Front on a tour of or-
ganization, after inspecting the ma-
chinery of collection at home. He
visited general headquarters and all
the bases, the rail-head post-offices,
and many of the field branches.
There ;last in their turn send out
the laden lorries which delight our

And every soldier |

Dominions.—High' Commissio
—Sydney Bulletin.
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ner Andrew Fisher’s speech.

and quick selective judgment.

Meanwhile, guns thunder. Shells

lcome hither daily thousands of
saclkzs, till at length the receiving

roar,and whizz and secreech

the post office to be unroofed

goes his rounds. Try to visualize
that round. It is usually done at
night. The whole system is a marvel
of smooth efficient working from
the home collection to the taetful
censoring of Tommy’s prompt and
grateful reply.

What was the origin of this admir-

able field service? It is worth more | STEDMAN'S BOOK STORE, 180 Celberns

el
the 24th Middlesex—the old Post|fOrie b, GIORGE, 62 Dalhousie Street

than a moment’s retrospect. In 1882

over- platforms can take no more.
head. It is no uncommon thing for come and inspect long avenues with
or compartments systematically
smashed. Then there is a hurried ad- led to facilitate the first rough sort- |
journment underground. Dug-out or ing-—infantry and cavalry, artillery
bomb-proof is the new post office. and Engineers, R.A.M.C., A.S.C., A.
The whole system is one of sub-di-, 0.D..
vision, down to the smallest unit of |regiinents by the thousand; a grad-
our army. Then the trench postman |ual fining-down of units and
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men in the village billets. Here a Qffice Rifles, a corps made up entire-

sorting station

is established. It 1y of post office servants—sent out

may be at the wayside or in' a de- 3 contingent to look after the army’s

serted farm well within the

“UD- mail in the Nile campaign. Again, in

healthy”” zone. Men of the Service the Sudan, we find the Army Postal

Corps carry in the sacks and shoot Corps gladdening the

their contents on the clean straw.

The busy sorters kneel, haply

with

troops in
those endless sands.
Lord Haldane’s Army Act brought

candles stuck in bottles to light their into being the postal section af the

trying labor. It involves

eyestrain Royal Engineers, who now handle

J.; Dalhousie Street.
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parcels by the hundred tons and let- HIGINBOTHAM & CAMERON, 878 Cel-
ters that run into millions for our borne St.
scattered forces by sea and land.|LUNDY, J. B, 270 Darling St.
Of course the work grew with our|¥IUBUEN, J. W, 44 Mary St.
armies. Bear always in mind that NORTH WARD
this is literally a ‘‘world-war’’—war | HARRIS, MAX, 31 Pearl St.
in East Africa, where lions invade!E“‘é{FEB Ak B-;,"v%&,i;,‘ﬁ“""‘ o
3 ; | e

: the trenches; war in the Near East; Mc¢GRHGOR, J., corner Pearl and Rich-

x . | great garrisons in Egypt, and Brit- mond Sts.
. ish prisoners scattered in enemy ;3%%8%&{?06?%“?1&31%”1&!&.
camps all the way from Doeberitz WEST BRANT
to Damascus. MORRISON, F. H, 219 Oxford Bt.
; ; : WAINWRIGHT, H., 121 Oxford 8t.
The Prisoners’ Mail.
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Our prisoners’ mail, by the way

3 5 » | McCANN BROS., 210 West 8t.
1s.tliassed o(;l to International Com- mléthDIsNd €., corner Gramd and St
mittees in Geneva and Rosendaal, in K!Br LNy - HilL
Holland. There is also official and | FXC q)' By 100 Foreace .
semi-official aid. Thus our Legation EAGLE PLAC
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| dispatched . 80,000 parcels for | WOLMEDALE Chest
igh!‘istlgzs delivery. Then the Red’scnclxnfvxi VertoRa fpring and : g
ross .Society maintains an Inquiry ‘ i
go e Department of scope so far-reaching - it -
] ;s' alinost tte rgﬁerit, the name of a correctly PaCk
: 4 rivate post office. :
f ' I must not forget the reading mat- gk send‘ l.t
A E ter which is sent to relieve trench s EOOd S
b boredom by night and day. News- .
f 3 Daper owners are very generous in
e 4 ‘thls way, and send out tens of thou- Phone Be“ 5
é i ,5ands of copies daily. - The Grand
¥ 2 , Fleet is looked_aft_er by the London 1
}, & lChamber of Commerce. Each week ‘ a Bn(:k for
& ¢ |this body sends off 100,000 papers
S.. and periodicals, packed in bundles
3 according to the size of ship and the
i\ i taste in reading of its crew. With |
;{ r'egard to books and more permanent | @
: literature, we have the Camps Li-1|
' 1 brary, under Sir Edward Ward—f
s, 7 : that tactful co-ordinator of com- :
4 s forts, and Director-General of Vol- | a
; 37 by untary Organizations. i
Sz ; él. One result of the Postmaster-Gen-
v 2 eral’g visit to headquarters was the o
5 : fieﬁtxﬁlte ellllliegment of the post office '
- ” = In the collection of books and maga- ||| ‘ .
o NOPPEN ?nes fcll.om private donors, and the And had been Vacant for SO e '
orwarding of these to the Camps » ) 1 1 ;
Ltlbraryosorting depot in Westmin- tlme. ‘And Dad Was gettlng mlghty
; e ster. ver two million books and ; &
i - magazines have already been sent. 1 » ’ 1
i H = 3 Thekdispa;chhis now about 100,000 a_ peeved about lt becausehe had put Delays
il week, and the literary range from y ; 1
!‘;“.: : Made in : 2o . P}}ato Xz Greek to Mark Twain in up those houses for an lnveStment’
i . L@  sheer American. - : i
L Toronto, Canada. : . ﬁ ’wigoirstgisgef St g Dok fO_l' P leasure, And he was > Danger
& @ o 0 clear out her shelves . -
] In WAXTITE Package. ; - 2 1 and deposit a goodly pile of books ! sy
i s At your Grocer’s { 4 'a?f? periodicals on the nearest post g ettlng hotter Cvery d ay Wh €n ti M?Stwante}:i?
‘ : office counter, dd: d - i ' e
| | | office counter, unaddresed and un I happend to think that a ry, but there a
10 . | Lef ns try to form some idea oi] .
C. : Al il . ‘the postal labors which all these | F R d s h doms: bt
{comforts and letters entail. Apart | .
i Esomenns  § rrol?a private supplies, think of those | Or ent a ¥ ln t e o
g 4 tegldu:—?st fu)iids due to kindly fore- | S 2
PY b ought and organized effort on the | i ‘ ,‘ ] i 4
) : Imperial scale. Otago and 'Welllling-; DAIL C RIER = b only
4 | 2 { ton hav% their lads in mind; Bris- | 3 Gy stues
i ;[ bane and Melbourne, too; Sydney. | e 4 T .
; & 4 &Y | z i
: g B 3 p , and Perth and the far-flung isles. | 4 SR
i ' ] e o | might help. And it did. After one ' B A
b |Vvital & part in the crisis of nati K’ n 1 iri ingi
i = p [vital risis of nationa lnsertlon we gOt many lanIrleS. tages in bringin
) ® & Letters for the Fleet. . 1 o
! : To the Fleet alone go 4,500,000 And manY&Seemed lntereSted' And pendabll)e o
i gi’.terstai week. and 5,000 parcels. WOllld Ollb l' 't  § y 8 R e
p S . 5 y ver a thousand military sorters deal 5 R
, . W Xzith tlhegOArmy’s mail in London. An- y " e leve ! s 0
s > 2 eir 1,500 work the Field Post Of- :
: 3 . i x!_ < W fice and deliver correspondence at s il
. "’ a > the Front. Besides these staffs, one g delay’ -
| 4 a4 e must iHCIliiie A.S.C. drivers and port- prices b
> - ers, as well as a host of civilian help-
4 (31 ers. Well might. the Postmaster- o erior B
] N General tell the House of Commons - ot dr
. @ Trads Maste Reginvired t!lat this vast system. calls for effi- N o
v o ol cient organization. ‘“‘And the rapid-
All Nheat . |1ty and certainty with which letters '
2 ® |and parcels reach the Navy and l e
Ready to Ea.t | | Army give great satisfaction.”

The Army’s G.P.O. has long out-
grown the busy quarters with which
it began at the Mount Pleasant
Branch, so four acres. of Regent’s

-the next week there wasa-movingr
- van in front of each Ho "

MADE IN CANADA

©  McDo

use.. -
4 Park were sacrificed. Beautiful vel- R c‘ ; 212 Col
. vety turf was torn up on the east 3 > ST i
|side, and a temporary town erected, - — ;E{’“ i The Q
!a rather unlovely town, but one of - E )
s 3 rare worth—150,000 square feet of 2 T Drug;
W. K. KELLOGG CEREAL CO., Teronte. . wooden, zine-roofed buildings that :
fecho with Army business. And the
.town is still growing. \ = =
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