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ance, to underscll the producers of the Eastern
Townships in our own markets. Similar com-
plaints of the cffects of the Duties on our produce
in the United States, and of the facility given to
the adinission of their praduce into our territory.
arc also made in other parts.  'Whatever improve-
ment can be afforded to our internal communica-
tions is so obviously desirable for the advantage
of the community, that any outlay devoted to
that object. and consistent with the means at com-
mand. ‘must, be highly beneficial. It is therefore
much to be regretted, that the state of the finances
does not atford any immediate prospect of our being
able to meet the wishes of many  districts deeply
interested in this respect.

1 cannot refrain from bringing to your notice, as
a subjoct worthy of consideration, the state of the
Prisons in some portions of the Province. The
Penitentiary at Kingston is an Institution very
creditable to the country ; great cost has been in-
curred in the erectionof prisons iu other places, and
sotne of the loeal anthirities are now laudably ex-
erting themselves o, provide, suitable accommoia-
tion for prisoners ; but in some places there is great
deficiency.  The justice due even to criminals re-
quires that they should not be subjected to greater
punishment that what is designed by their sentence,
and that discase or death, from foul air and want ol
exercise. should not be superadded to imprisonment.
It is likewise due to untried Prisoners, who may he
innocent, that they should not be confined in the
sane cell with eonvieted eriminals. A classification
and separation of the latter is also requisite. Deceney
and morality demand the same with regard o the
sexes: and Debtors and Criminals ought not to be
confined together, 1t is desirable that enquiry
should be made. in order to ascertain in what re-
speets the Prisons of the Country may be defective
in requisite accommodation, and to remedy any
material deficicney that may exist.

The establishment of a Lunatic Asylum-in Lower
Canada is much required : these who are visited
with the affliction of mental aberration being now
confined in the common Prison, or insome of the
Religions and Charitable Institutions which do
honor to that portion of the Province. Measures are
in progress for the permanent location of the
Asylum now existing under a temporary arrang:-
ment in Upper Canada, and for the completion of
the arrangements of that Institution.

Centlemen of the House of Assembly,

The Accounts for the past, and Estimates for the
prasent, year will be laid before vou. T am con-
cerned to anneanee to vou that there is a consider-
able decrease in the Revenue, but 1 hope that it
praceeds {rom temporary canses, and that it will be
followed by a greater increase. The [nan obtained
in England. under the guarantee of the Tmperial
Government. has, been ~raised on advantageous
wrms,

This Act of the Imperial Legislature preseribinz
a new Taritl rendors necessary a corresponding
alteration in our Custum Faws, and this subject will
be hrought under vour consideration. T have no
doubt of vour readiness to provide for the exigen-
cies of the Public Service. and, as far as_that object
can be promated, by practicable and judicious
eeonomy, You may rely on my co-operation.

IHonourable Genllemen of the Legislutive Council, and
Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, ‘

T will not detain you longer from the commence-
ment of your arduousduties.  The welfare of Cana-
da depends on the result of your deliberations on
the numerous and important questions which will

come before you, and that great end will, I trust, be
the sole object of your labours; Ttis the anxious de-
sire of Her Majzsty’s Government, and will be the
constant aim of my endeavours. T humbly hope that
the Blessing of Almighty God will crown our united
cfforts with success,

The following Petitions were severally brought
up and laid on the table :

By the Honourable Mr. Neilsan, the Petition of
the Minister, Elders and Trustees of the 8. An-
drew’s Church of Queber ¢ and the Petition of the
Reverend Georse Mackie and others, the Managing
Conmittee of the National Schools at Quebee,

By Mr. [fale, the Petition of C. M. [Iyndman,
keeper of the Court House and Crier of Her Ma-
jesty’s Courts of Judicature, of the District of St
[rancis.

On motion of M. Henry Smith,scconded by Mr.
Tuschereau, ‘
Ordered. That the Clerk do charge. to the' Con-
- tinzencies of the House, the Postace on all
letters not exceeding one ounce in weight, and
on printed papers to and from Members of this
House, during the present Session, provided
that when Petitions to this [Touse are enclosed,
the Postage thereon shall be charged withoat
restriction as to weight, ‘

On motion of the Honourable Mr. Attorney Gene-
ral Baldwin, s2conded by the Honourable Mr. Soli-
citor General Small,

Ordered, That the Speech of Iis Excelleney the
Governor General, this day delivered to both
Houses of the Provincial Legislature, be taken
into cousideration on Monday next.

Then. on motionof the Hononrable Mr. Salicitor
General Small, seconded by the Honourable Mr., At-
torney General Lefontaine.

The House adjourned.

wmEmER T T LIS Tt

WL T e s e e LR SR ST

Veneris 292 die Seplembris.
Annn 72 Victorie Reginie, 1813,

1\, R. SPEAKER communicated to the House a
L Reportoreceived from the Libravian, of the pre-
sent state of the Library of the Hause, pursuant to
a standing order of the 19th June, 1841,

(For the said Report, see Appendix C.)

Mr. Speaker also laid before the Huuse General
Statmnents and Returns of Baptisms, Marriages and
Burials in the District of Gaspé, for the year 1811,
and in the Districts of Quebee, Muntreal and Three
Rivers, for the year 1812, received from the Protho-
notarics of the said Districts. in eonformity to the
Act of the Legislature of the late Provinee of Lowsr
Canuln, G, Geo. [ V., Cap. 8.

(For the said Statements and Returns see Ap-
pendix D.)

The following Petitions were severally brought
up and laid on the table.

By the Honoarable Mr, Dunn, the Petition of L.
B. Gilbert, and other Inhabitants, of the City of
Toronto. N

By Mr. Williums, the Petition of the Municipal
Council of the Culborne District, and the Petition
of William Smart and others, inhabitants of the
County of Durham.

ThreePetitions
Lrought up.
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