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Drugs in Relation to Probition
z Mr. Garrick Replies to Mr. Wilkinson.

,1„. M;iy issue of I lie li<\ Monthly there appears a com- 
municat ion from K. (’. W il ken son. Port Hammond criticising 
an artii le by the writer on the above subject. -

With the customary Christian charity which we now look 
for from the prohibition fanatic Mr. Wilkinson proceeds in his 
first paragraph to insinuate that the writer of the article, 
being opposed to prohibition must necessarily be interested 
in the lienor business, and being so cannot therefoie be ex­
pected to make a truthful statement.

For Mr. Wilkinson's information it may be stated that the 
writer of the article has not now. nor ever has had, the slight­
est interest in the litfuor traffic nor in a fairly long lifetime 
has lie ever profited by that traffic to the extent of the value 
of ohe cent. On the contrary the advent of prohibition placed 
.him in a position by which if lie had cared to take advantage 
of it, as some prominent prohibition leaders have done, he 
could have turned it to his advantage to the extent of many 
thousands of dollars.

Of course it is too much to expect a disinterested prohi­
bitionist like Mr. Wilkinson to accept such a statement from 
one of the unregenerates, but the proofs are at his command 
at anv time.

Ho Mr. Wilkinson’s own statement. His first is that crime 
has disappeared and jails and penitentiaries are empty. Well 1 
we have recently had an assize court in Vancouver at which it 
seemed to me that the calendar was one of the longest of any 
in recent vears. On the same dav that the It. (’. Monthly ap­
peared there was a prominent front-page article in the local 
press stating that in the city of Chicago, where so-called hone- 
drv prohibition has been in force for a considerable time, 
crime was increasing at such an alarming rate that four new 
judges had to be appointed to try murder eases alone, there 
being over one hundred such cases awaiting trial while new 
cases were arising at the rate of one murder per day for the 
city alone.

The city of London. England, has probably a population 
about four times tbat of Chicago and has not got prohibition. 
Will Mr. Wilkinson have us believe that there is more crime 
in London in proportion to ^population than there is in 
Chicago? Perhaps in his estimation murder is not a crime. Per­
haps he only recognizes breaches of the Prohibition Act in that 
category. He tells us that druggists declare there is no in­
creased demand for habit-forming drugs.

Did' he find any statement in the article he criticises at­
tributing the fostering of the drug habit to druggists?

'the writer of the article has too high an, opinion of the 
integrity of the men who are engaged in the legitimate drug 
tjade to make anv such statement.

Hoes Mr. Wilkinson overlook the periodical, one might 
almost say daily, captures by the police of illegally held stocks 
of habit-forming drugs in quantities that are away beyond the 

requirements of the whole of Canada?
weeks the police have reported captures of 

cocaine and morphine amounting in one instance up to $50.000 
aud manv others running vtp to $20.000. Mr. Wilkinson tells 
us that alcohol causes ten thousand deaths' per year in Canada 

'estimated” to do so. Will lie tell us also who

been a fool or a criminal.
Did/fiil1 critic find anything in the article in question ad­

vocating the giving of alcohol to children?
That article on : Drugs in relation to Prohibition, together 

with its predecessor on the prohibition muddle in B. C. was 
written with no view of forwarding any selfish interest, but 
was an honest endeavor to give the public the benefit of any 
little special knowledge the writer possessed. But it seems to 
he the fact that no man may venture to discuss any matter of 
public interest in Canada unless he is prepared to be the ob­
ject of the vilest innuendo.

Is it any wonder that under such conditions there is so 
much corruption in the conduct of public affairs in our country 
or that our best citizens absolutely refuse to enter public life?

legitimate 
In recent

or at least is
is responsible for the "estimate”.

If Mr. Wilkinson will read the article over again he will 
find that there is no reference to 
vodka ever mentioned.
of what he k‘new by personal experience or from study of in­
disputable authorities.

Regarding the test referred 
children a glass of wine a dav

Russia whatever nor is 
The writer of the article only wrote

the man who gave school 
sui li a purpose must have
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Artistic 
Homes

To plan carefully 
and design ar­
tistically your 
future home is 
the aim of
CRAFTSMAN 

SERVICE
Every plan we design and develop is guaranteed to be 

accurate in every possible respect. ,
THE CRAFTSMAN ARCHITECTURE CO

ft Homer Block 220 Homer Street Vancouver. B. C.
Correspondence^and interviews without obligation.

Purdy*s Are 
Sweet Reflections

As a personal sift Candy seems to be 
recognized as having a field all its own.

It IS a gift—something one can take 
along and the sharing of it breaks down 
barriers of reserve—opens pleasant 
channels of talk.

The best candy is Purdy’s. Mr. 
Purdy’s name on a box of chocolates 
is an indication that the giver has 
selected with discrimination—and has 
some appreciation of goodness as ex­
pressed in candy.

R. C. Purdy, Limited-
Maker of Purdy’s Ice Cream

675 Granville Street Vancouver, B.C.


