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Heaven,” frequently, indeed, on nearly every 
Occasion, have reference to His visible Church 
on earth, and, because, when our Divine Lord 
and Saviour declares that His visible Church 
contains within it the young, we not only consi-< 
derand rightly consider, His words to be a suf 
ficieot authority for admitting little children 

r’ foàpttsm intcr thc Church, but we also have 
the duty put before us with equal distinctness, 
that they are to be instructed in the principles 
of Christian faith and duty.

i. It always has appeared to me that there 
is only one way of looking upon Christian 
children, and that is the way which is so clearly 
indicated in the office for holy baptism and in 
the catechism. The child is brought to be 
baptized, and we make our prayers to God 
that he may the i receive remission of his sins 
by spiritual regeneration ; that is, that the sin 
of our first parents, “ the original sin,” which 
we so mysteriously inherit, and which is natur
ally engendered of the offspring of Adam,

ressions 
jom of

parents 0uSht to learn is, toleousness by that man whom He hath ordain-
who ai’ °f per fct ^difference. You ed "-even our Lord Jesus Christ. This doc-
from the ntr#.r rS<>a»e r11 aware of.this fact trine of a future judgment, because with all 
is ni,i ,Want °j anF preparation, which that follows it, is to be believed and woven 

, p ain to y°u in t0° many cases every into the woof of a child’s daily life. It is not
_ to be set aside by any new views of “ Eschato-

, ., . se unhappy facts before logy." It is a " truth ” upon which depend the
nrL.or.t- ^ ! C - deP j rinS their existence, our most momentous issues both in time and eter- 

. u y is to do the best we can under nily. It is not an open question ; it is not a 
cne circumstances. We have not created these matter of opinion ; it is a truth which is to be 
circumstances which have grown up through fixed in the mind, as a matter of the greatest 
L K -JÎ .CctV and we arc not personally practical importance revealed by God to man.
. Fusible tor them ; but the whole body of And so are all the articles of the Creed. There 

e Lhurch is responsible in her corporate is not one which can be spared, or which ought 
<fopacity ; and we also arc personally respon- to be tampered with Every doctrine contained 
si Die for doing our best,according to our oppor- in the Creed is necessary to be known and bc- 
.unities and talents, in the matter of remedy- lieved to our soul's health, 
mg the evil which exists through the neglect a. And with respect to the Lord’s Prayer, 
of parente and sponsors, but especially the there is involved in it the whole principle of wor- 
neglect of parents. ship, which in these days is too much lost sight

2. Our business, then, it would appear, is to of On the first of the two occasions when our 
take up the duty at that point where it has Lord gave this wonderful prayer to His dis- 
been dropped by those who are the natural ciplcs He said, "When ye pray say our Father 
instructors of the children ; and that point is, on the other occasion He said, “ When ye pray, 
unhappily, near the very beginning of the pray after this manner.” So that we are not 
Christian life ; for I am not saying too much only to use the Lord's Prayer, but in all other 

may be forgiven to that child, that he may|whcn thatin too many cases the extent prayers the same principle of construction
Miinv the everlasting benediction of Wwmlv of a chiId’s home religious teaching is, to repeat must exist ; and it does so in all those most enjoy the everlasting benediction of heavenly the Lord>s Prayer> frequently without any in’- devout liturgical offices of the Catholic Church
washing, and may come to the everlasting king- telligent appreciation of its meaning. To this which have come down to us, whether in the
dom promised by Christ our Lord, and may be added a general idea of right and Greek, or Latin, or Syriac, or English language.
* acknowledging,” as we say we do in the wong, and of doing to others as you would And that principle is, that the honour of God,
Nlcene Creed, “one baptism for the remissionn* them t0 *> you. This is, of course, and the glory of God, and the worship of God,
f iiiii n »» nnnnt- rrmrri h, . hii i» _ i Something to be thankful for, but it falls, far come first ; and the benefit of man, and the ofrins. m cannot but regard the children who, ^ ^ , Ctobtian ..ought t0 know ..dUficationof man,whether temporal or spiritual,

Hke ourselves, were removed from that state! believe to hie soul's health.1' It Is to supply Icomes second.
in which they were, viz., born in sin and thelthis deficiency that the Sunday School exists. 3. And just as we must teach the doctrine 
children of wrath,” and made in their baptism! And, therefore, it seems to me that we have of Christ contained In the Creed : and the
-the children of grace, as a great trust, to be to *? f** *» P'i«iP1f" Wehavetotrueldea of Christianworship and devotion
__. , , . „„ „ r, teach fully, not only in the letter but in the contained In the Lords Prayer ; so also wecared for by us and trained up for God. Dlpirj^ « Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the must carefhlly teach the great standard of
is evident from the charge in the baptismal Ten Commandments.” Other things may be I Christian duty contained in the Ten Command-
office, that this is the line of duty marked out interesting, for example, the depth of the river mente, and make those whom we teach clearly 
for those who have the training of the young, Jordan may be Interesting ; or the names of the understand that “right is not that which
Knrtu fiarnnic ifi« A-rUreA ÎLU udges, or of the Kings of Israel msy be in- commends itself to a man’s conscience only,both parente and sponsors. It is declared to N a story from a book or a news- but that which i. declared to be .0 by God -
be their duty, since the child has promised by pipef ^ intei*sting ; but what we ought In other words, that there to a power external 
them, their sureties,” to renounce the devil andUrst and always to try to fix in the minds of |to a man which has a right to say to him what 
all his works, to believe in God, and to serve children is the relation in which they stand to he shall and what he shall not do ; juid that

being 1- ------- -- — •— - --- ---------- “ Wk*‘ u
sacrifice of Chri 
sibilities arising

promise and profession he has made by them.”Icr^^dimmortal beings on their trial for eter-Less. It is against this false rule of morality 
I believe that the root of the great difficulty nity. They must be taught to believe In “ God, that we must carefully guard those whom we
unde, whichthe Christian religion labour, at S^’^^Uhem LTdl hfi^e brethren together wtththemt of the

the present time is, that parents and sponsors andin God the Holy Ghost who catechism, seem to me to be the basis of all
do not, and, in many cases, never even try to, sanctifies them and all the elect people of God.” this Instruction to be given in our Sunday
discharge this duty which they have under- Nothing ought to be allowed to supersede this, Schools. There should be a clear understand-
taken, and which, in the care of parent* resfaLcmJupS. the gn»p of thi. a child-, future |ing of in', atatc bynatorc ;olhU rederegtlon
upon them naturally. The very origin of Sun- welfare, leithh world and m the next, will ^ ^ G^d at hi. baptism ;
?aLSdî!îl3' °n? V**3*^- was an largely depend. o(Ljthe covenant then entered Into when God
acknowledgment of this fact; and, I fear, that! Since God has given to us a rcveiaoon 0»[ _ # rhri«t the child of
the state of things which then existed continues what we ought to know and behcvc, as wc inheritor of the kingdom of heaven,
to this day, for there are comparatively few a.what weonght mdo, we « « re^ble a^iuttah^tmormekmgnomo «n™,
parents, and fewer sponsors, who even attempt!to Him for our belief as well as 0 4hJn*»udoJundertook to renounce Se*devil and all hit 
to teach their children the principles of Chrto There to a j^MmattteMrhafc works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked

faith and ChrUUm, duty. I amtian

sews* éAiaasaîi -35?^=ææiszsmsæm
them in the catechism, and to read again ooej Pilate is no, au^, ” truth
of the lessons which had been read in Church. There fa such a thing M Q<xj|with God, beginning at his baptism, and con
nut it to to be feared that this custom is hardly doctrine ; and whk*. all ages, tinually sustained by communion with Him in
kaown, not common, in these days. Parentslhas revealed to ua«d tot wh.ch.rn ^ ^ s^^t fa .MA -we
aeem to fancy themselves relieved from allland cve,y]*Keru1 rhurch. which we are told Ispir'tnally eat the flesh of Christ and drlnkHie 
responsibility in this matter, if only they tell and ^ , . 0, ^ truth.” Thus, I blood ; when we dwell in Christ and Christ Jn
tiieir children to put in an appearance at Sun- is “ the FqLi -hath appointed alus ; when we are one with Chrbt and Christ
day School ; while, at the same time, the care- we are that M ^ ^ If this were done, and done patiently
ful preparation of the lessons for the Sunday day fa which we wrn juogc ' 1


