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SECOND QUARTER:
KINGDOM

STUDIES ABOUT THE 
OF JUDAH.

B. C . 555. Lesson xi. Messiah's King
dom ; or, The Everlasting Kingdom. 
l)an. 7, 9-14. June 16.

EXPLANATORY.
Verse 9. Thrones were cast down. 

This may refer to the four great empires 
of the world, destroyed before God’s king
dom. But some of the best recent autho
rities suggest the translation, “ set up, 
established," instead of “ cast down," as 
the original words permit either render
ing ; and the passage would then refer to 
God’s throne of judgment on the nations. 
Garment was while as snow. In token of. 
the parity and perfection of the Being who 
wears it. Hair.. like the pure wool. Like a 
fine white fleece, as a symbol ot his age, 
and long duration of his power. Wheels. 
According to Oriental imagery, the throne 
was movable, resting on fiery wheels, to 
indicate rapid motion over all the earth. 
So Ezekiel saw God’s throne in his vision. 
Ezek. 1,13.

20. A fiery stream. He who dwells in 
light, radiates it to the ends of the earth ; 
a light which illumines his people, but daz
zles and destroys his foes. Thousand 
thousands. The attending angels who 
wait on God’s will and execute his com
mands. Ten thousand times ten thousand. 
The inhabitants of the earth, swayed by 
the sceptre of the Mmighty. God’s empire 
casts into utter nothingness the proudest 
kingdoms of the world. Judgment. This 
does not refer directly to the general judg
ment of mankind at the end of the world, 
though it may illustrate it : but to God’s 
judgment upon the earthly kingdoms. The 
estates of earth must stand at the bar of 
God, and the realms recognize him as 
their ruler. Books were opened. Records 
of each nation’s history, with the estimate 
of its character, and sentence of its des
tiny. Do we in enlightened America re
alize that our favoured nation must answer 
for its privileges, and account for its use 
of them ?

11 Words which the horn spake. 
On the head of the fourth beast in Daniel’s 
vision appeared ten horns, generally sup
posed to refer to the ten kingdoms which 
arose out of the Roman Empire. In the 
midst of these horns arose another, small 
at first, but soon growing to greatness, 
and “ speaking gréât things,” an apt 
illustration of the Roman Church, whose 
Pope claimed universal rule. Under this 
interpretation the prophet beheld the sym
bols of events destined to occur thousands 
of years after his day. But some of the 
leading recent commentators (among 
them Lange and Cowles) decide that the 
reference is to the Syrian kingdom of An- 
tiochus Epiphanes, which suddenly arose 
to power, and was bitterly hostile to the 
Jews i nd their religion. The beast tvas 
slain. The power of the papacy, which 
received a fatal blow in the Reformatiou, 
but still endures in a measure ; or the fall 
of Antiochus before the Maccabcan refor
mation, B. C. 164. Ever}’ enemy of God's 
cause is sure to meet with failure and des
truction in the end. An infidel was boast
ing of his cornfield, plowed, planted, and 
hoed, all on the Sabbath. “ See, here it 
is October, and what a fine crop ! Don’t 
tell me that there is a God!” “ Well," 
says a Christian neighbor, “ God does 
not always settle up his accounts in Octo
ber!”

Christian. Languages. The Bible is now 
printed in nearly every language of earth, 
and converts praise God in every tongue. 
Everlasting. Every earthly empire of the 
past has been overthrown ; but the king
dom of Christ, rising by spiritual forces 
only, and unconquerable by carnal weap
ons, shall endure forever. Bayonets can
not pierce ideas, and bomb-shells have no 
power against moral principles.

Golden Text : Thy throne, O God, is 
for ever and ever : the scepter of thy king
dom is a right scepter. Psa. 46, 6.

Doctrinal Suggestion : The royalty 
of Christ.

The next lesson is 2 Chron. 36, 22-23.

SPIRITUAL TONIC FROM 
BRAMWELL.

Wm.

12,13. Dominion taken a way... lives 
were prolonged. Although the supre
macy of these ancient empires over the 
world passed away, yet Babylon contin
ued in decaying splendor for centuries ; 
Persia still survives as a nation, though in 
poverty and depopulation ; and Macedon 
retained its existence long after the bril
liant but brief era of Alexander. One like 
the Son of man. While the kingdoms of 
the beasts pass away, that of restored hu
manity, a higher and nobler power, ap

BY J. 8. F.
Throughout the liethodietic world, 

at least, the name of BramweU is “as 
ointment poured forth.” Of deep and 
pungent feelings, his early experience 
m the search after Christian truth, read 
like the annals of a romance. His self- 
abasement, his rigid penances, his self- 
upbraiding*, his bodily sufferings, re
mind the reader of some ancient recluse 
who sought the light by means of 
flagellation. What a deep horror of 
sin must one have, that will cause him 
to rise at midnight, place his knees 
upon the roughest sand, and in that 
painful position spend hours in suppli
cating pardon for hie transgressions. 
But such a view of sin prepares one to 
receive more fully, and appreciate more 
highly, the grace that does yet more 
abound. He that is forgiven much, 
loveth much. We cannot come into 
contact with BramweU, without feeling 
that in him we find a spiritual giant, 
a stalwart veteran, a real man of God. 
In the little volume that makes up his 
Memoir, how much there is to stimu
late and energize the drooping spirit. 
The influence of his pages upon one 
who reads to profit, is that of the sea- 
breeze to one who comes from a far in- 
land town. What heights of spiritual 
vision did BramweU reach, and as you 
read your own vision becomes clarified, 
and the realities of eternity appear, 
and its breezes blow upon your cheek. 
What clear directions do we get of the 
true methods of Christian living. Turn 
at random to any page, and something 
will appear to chain the attention and 
profit the heart. What mightier sug
gestions to a young minister than 
these ? “ The entile abandonment of
.the wish to shine, was the most consu- 
mate victory he ever achieved over the 
flesh. He saw that the heart remained 
unchanged after the most studied har
angues and eloquent orations.” In a 
letter to a friend, he says, “ My brother, 
live every moment in the spirit of pray
er.” Continually he emphazizes that 
salvation of souls is the glory of the 
ministry. Everything must be subor
dinated to that. “To be all alive to 
God, is, as it were, two heavens ; to be 
tmstable, and not a whole Christian, 
two hells.” Justification and sanctifi
cation were constantly enforced. As 
the result of such preaching, souls were 
continually being saved. In two years, 
at Sheffield, seventeen hundred persons 
joined the society. Mark the sublimity 
of experience as there expressed. “ The 
world, the noise of self,—all is gone ; 
and the mind bears the full stamp of 
God’s image ; here you talk, and walk, 
and live, doing all in Him and to Him. 
Continual prayer, and turning all into 
Christ in every house, in every com
pany,—all things by Him, from Him, 
and to Him,” p. 207. One involuntar
ily exclaims, Where are the Bram wells 
of to-day ? How impressive is this, 
“ Strive to get quite above a light spir
it. The Spirit of the Lord is a happy 
Spirit, but it is a quiet, serious Spirit.” 
How applicable to Christians of the 
present. “ Satan can continue,” he 
says, “ his authority with all persons 
who do not give themselves to prayer.” 
What a different aspect would the 
church present were this warning heed
ed by each individual member. Oh, 
that every Methodist would diligently 
and prayerfully read this little volume, 
in which so much of spiritual power is
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This work will be found a most interesting volume, especially to Methodists. The 
time for its appearance had fully come. Such works as Mr. Smith’s, connect them 
selves with general literature, and they become of interest, not merely to the de nomi 
nations whose careers they describe but to every one interested in tracing the rise 
and progress of a people.—Reporter, Halifax.

As Methodism in the East and West is now consolidated into one organization, 
this history of Mr. Smith’s is well adapted to make the Methodists of the West better 
acquainted with the origin and history of Methodism in the East, and thus bring them 
into closer sympathy with the work of our brethren in the East. A fuller knowledge 
of that work will be a bond of fraternity and unity. The volume is highly creditable 
to both the author and the publisher. It is got up in good style. Wc bespeak for it 
a wide circulation among the readers of the “Guardian"—Guardian, Toronto.

It would be a means of grace, as well as a source of valuable information to our 
people ; and ought to be in every Methodist family.—Bev. C. Stewart, D. I). Prof, oj 
Theology, Ml. AÏlison.

Is invaluable as a repository of the annals of Methodism in this country. It opens 
with a judicious chapter on the Origin and Characteristics of Methodism, and then, 
chapter after chapter, gives the history of the evangelistic efforts and operations of the 
Methodists, trom 1769 to 1813. Mr Smith has evidently bestowed great pains on this 
work. It is minute and comprehensive and appears to do ample justice to the subject 

it his services will be heartily appreciated and that he will
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Son of God, as its exalted head He who 
is our king is also our brother. Came 
with the clouds of heaven. He came down 
from heaven that he might lead and lift 
Us up to a seat beside him there. To the 
Ancient of days. Even Christ receives his 
kingdom from the Father, that ‘ God may 
he all in all." 1 Cor. 15, 28. rlhey 
brought him near. The risen and ascend
ed Christ, accompanied by the angelic 
host, is duly invested with his heavenly 
kingdom.

14. Dominion, and glory, and a king
dom. The Church of the Lord Jesus

sure they would feel as I felt, that here 
was displayed not so much a remark- ; 
able man as a remarkable God in an 
ordinary man. Let us emulate the 
devotion of our fathers, be baptized, as 
they were, of the Holy Ghost, and be , 
mighty in the influence we exert for 
God and His cause. \

Winthrop, Mass., May 25, ’78.

It is needless to say that the book is interesting 
friends. While the main object kept in view bv the

the

our Methodist 
to present an

especially so to 
author has been

authentic and reliable history of Wesleyan Methodism, he has necessarily embodied in 
his narrative many historical facts of a general character, bearing upon the condition
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of the country socially, morally and religiously, which are calculated to render it val
uable as a history to people generally as well as to Methodists. The book is deserv
ing of a wide circulation and careful perusal.—Chronicle, Halifax.

SUNDAY SCHOOL EDITION.
JUST PUBLISHED

Its typographical appearance reflects credit upon the establishment from wl 
emanates.” The work is ably written, and the information to be derived from it 
valuable.—Reporter, Fredericton.

which it 
is in-

Honob from Europe.—It is conceded 
on all sides that Dr. Ayer’s Pills are above 
comparison with other medicines. Unit
in" the best elements known to thc chem- 

„. . . j.t they are are particularly effective
inaugurated on the day of Pente- against the numerous stomachic disorders

cost, and still spreading over the world. * ” ’ ------ “ 38 a
All people, nations. Other empires were 
for the honor and aggrandizement of the 
conquering nation only, all the subject 
States being oppressed beneath its sccp- 
fcr. But Christ’s kingdom bestows its 
privileges equally upon all tribes. The 
only religion ever established which is 
equally adapted to all the world, and wins

first

for which they are recommended as a 
cure. These Pills are so mild, yet search
ing. that they are often prescribed by 
doctors w ho otherwise do not favor patent 
medicines. Indeed with the fruits of Dr. 
Ayer’s genius in the shape of Pills, Sars 
pa.ilia, Ague Cure and Cherry Pectoral, 
one might with immunity travel through 
the swamps of tropical America, or follow 
Stanley on his trayels^hrough^thj jn 
terior

We recommend our readers to procure it for themselves. It will do good both to 
their heads and their hearts —Canada Methodist Magazine.

This book ought to be in every Methodist Sabbath School, side by side with the 
books in real merit-—Rev. D~. D. Currie.
If our readers want to possess a history of heroic struggles and glorious triumphs 

let them procure this book. We trust that*it will have a wijje circulation, especially 
among those for whom it is chiefly written.—Recorder, London.

The Churches in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and the 
Bermudas have found a painstaking historian in Mr. Watson Smith, who traces their 
rise and progress, and chronicles the names and doings ot the pioneer missionaries 
with loving carc.—Recorder, London.
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ASmalle* and cheap edition of “ THE HYM

NAL ” prepared liy members ol the Eastern 
Section of the General Conference Book Crmmittce, 

and publi-htsl at the Book Room in February last.
The Larger Edition lias been well received, and 

is used in Prayer and Social Meetings on our prin
cipal Circuits. A number of excellent hymns have, 
by special request, been included in the S. S. 
edition.

In contents, size, type and binding, it is more 
suitable for onr schools than any book on sale. And 
its very low price, compared with such books pub
lished elsewhere, brings it within reach of all.

Price in Cloth limp Covers, single copy, Sets. 
Per dozen, Softs.

The larger Hymnal is still on sale—In Cloth 
cards. 2-Jut <., in Pape r lôcts.
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