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THE MISSION OF METHODISM.
There are some ecrities who affect a philoso-
‘,L,,_,l stryle and deal in broad generalizations,
who tell us that the Mission of Methodism I8
accomphished o and that there is no longer any
real necessity for its existence as a separate

branch of the Church of Christ. It is freely
enonczh admitted that Methodism gave a ]m\\'.-
erful llnplll\t' to the rvligiun\ life of Britain and
America : that in the last century her explicit
enunciation of the pri\ilu:;r of a personal expes
rience ot forgiveness and renewal for every
believer in Christ fell on the ears of the world-
ly formalists of that day like a new revelation ;
and that all the Protestant churches felt, to a
greater o1 less extent, the quickening influence

Necither is

it denied that the zeal of Methodism in evange-

of that great religious awakening,

listic work

and s disregard for canonized
'n'l_]lllliw‘ ar to
gn-;ul_\ stimulated the energies of other branch-
esof the Church.

But it is argued that as the offer of a present
salvation, and a practical experience of its
power, is no longer confined to Methodist
teaching; and the revival spirit, in which Me-

thodism had its origin, has l.u'nuln‘ - re-

ceived by the other churches, the agency by
which this was mainly accomplished may now
disappear, and become merged in the general
result. It is also. thought by ‘many that the
peculiar organization of Methodism indicates
its temporary character, and lack of the ele-
ments of permanency. l!y others it is urged
as a general argument for union, that as most
of the causes that led to .division have Alis:\p-
peared, that the division should no longer con-
tinue when the only circumstances that justified
them have passed away. This argument i3
pressad with much confidence by the Estab-
lished Churchrin England, as a reason why the
Wesleyans should allow themselves to be ab-
sorbed into the Established Church of England.
All these arguments are founded upon nar
row and superficial apprehensions of the work
lml mission ol Methodism
Methodism

artillery were not local and temporary,

The evils against
its heaviest
They

have still a powerful existence in the world

which early directed

The truths that are prominently embodied in
Methodism still nee ded,
ies which Methodism employs are
the

the teachings of are
and the agen
still éfhcient o salvation of men. Form-
ality still rocks thousands to sleep in the ¢radle
of a false and fatal security. Unbelief still
shuts out myriads from the rich spiritual inhe-
ritance which God has promised to them that
believe ou [is Son

itg, from which nothing but the grace of God

Sinful and depraved bhab-

can deliver, <till hold the vast majority of our
race in a crucl and debasing slavery. Surely
this is no thme for any section of the army of
the living God to fold its banners, sheath its
weapons, and retire from the contlict as if the
victory was complete.

The vast mass of souls to whomn our testi-
wony as a church is presented, still require the
great
Men need to be reminded that unless they
repent they shall perish.
tification Liv faith alone is still precious to the
vI‘I”' tes-

verities. embraced in  that testimong.

The doctrine of jus-

weary and heavy-laden souls of men.
timony of our church to the doctrine of the
Witness of the Spirit to adoption, and the
power of God's grace to cleanse from all filthi-
ness of the flesh and spirit is still needed by
thousands of Christians. the
Church and out of it.  Nor has the world out-
grown the necd of the testimony of Methodism

nominal within

to the tulness and freeness of the salvation ot
the goxpel.

but their influence on those who receive them

Not only are these truths needed,

proves they have not become obsolete, nor lost
their power Lo I:llilghlvn the consciences and
In every quarter of

the sea, Method-

ism has crowds of witnesses to lv-lil‘_\‘ that her

quicken the souls of men.

the world and in the isles of

messace of life has been to their dark and dead
Aunid
the schewes of skeptical philosophers and sen-

souls the power of God unto salvation.

timental plilanthropists with which the atmos-
phere is
that human nature is the same now
past. Its
tendencies and dangers are the same. The
Men are in

rife, we must not for a moment forget

as in the

lts wants and sins are the same.

remedy for its woes 1s the same,

spiritnal darkness and need light. They are

guilty and need forgiveness They are unholy

and need a mectness for the inheritance with

the «aiut~ in licht. Have those worldly-wise

lllll’lm.,l‘l‘, r-. *foolishness of

whio despise the

preachin - discovered any  substitute which
- ¢aa bring men from darkness to light, and trom
the powor of Satan unto God?

It ix not even pretended that this is the case.
Until this is done we must continue to eling to
the old-fashioned gospel, that in its adaptation
1o the nature of man, as well as in its myster:

ous power, vindicates ats Divine origin. 1o

ur gnanner of  presenting the truth there

should 1 a wize adaptation to the character
and ¢

m~tances of the ]wul»lt' . but the cssen-

tial trul oh constitute the message of the
gospel hervald, can never be mllwr-u]ml, Theo
Ties of hunan onein ffourish and decay ; but
“the word o the Lord endureth forever.”

dt na) admitted with 1-,-;_\1-‘1 to mmany see-
tarian iy i, that they had their origin n
Some | P und that when that cause

B removed 1
Justified,

continued separation cannot be
Bt the Methodism was not
%casioned by any temporary cause; but like
Prmitive Christianity itself, resulted from the
Sutpouring of the Divine Spirit on the hearts
of men

rise¢ of

Ncither the eause of its origin, nor
the nec ssity for its aid, has been removed by
the lapse: of v ears.

estingg i, | (il

We are 1 { those who think that wminor

'-'Llh;q“ N Diatte

9 spiritual deca

r« of form and taste are signs

Some bave an unfortunate
Beapacity 1o discern between things vital and
th“w‘ non-¢ssential ;
battle g obstinately for some tritling matters
o tagte or opimon as if they were the most
Sssential veritjes of the Such
Persons as they advance in years, unable to
Wap themselves to the  inevitable
'M the

ginu

g conditions of human society bring

lbout, r

and they consequently

Christian faith.

changes

progress of education, and -the

egard cvery change as a retrograde

modes of operation,  havet-

The world still needs s |

‘-t(‘,»

. Their sympathy is all with the past, and
| with things that cannot be found apart from

Jf-‘f'”n:_". too, shared by millions of the
| enlightened and thoughtful of the masses.

| conditions of society that no longer exist. | are the views of not a few of the ablest men|stood as follows : for Mr. Seott 18, Mr. Griffin

[ e :
There may be change and wmodification in

things non-essential, without any surrender of [tion sow s, will these views materially affeet Still
Manv were once | vote showed 9 for Mr. Griffin, 50 for Mr

vital essential truth,

‘ Indeed, such adaptation

to altered circumstances,
gress and usetuluess. For our own part, we
‘ do not believe that the forer days were better
| than these.  We do not believe there ever was
as much true religion in the world as at the
{ present time. ‘There never was as much libe-
Jrnlil_\', zeal, charity, and intelligent godliness
as now. And it Methodism hold fast the form
of sound words, and a living, personal experi-
ence of the gospel, ** the gates of hell shall not
prevail against her.” She shall stand amidst
the surging waves of change and decay,

“ A thing of beauty and a joy forever.’

—Cristian Guardian,

THE (ECUMENICAL COUNCIL,.

BY PROF., YOUNG,
DISTINCTIVE CHARACTER AND PRESENT

TUDE OF THE ** CATHOLIC CHURCH,™

ATTI-

As the Council now sitting will mark one -of
the grand epochs of ** Catholicism,™ it is well
to note the distinctive character and present
attitude of the shall thus
Judge better of the Council, its doings and

toman Church; we

their results.
The ** Catholic™
mother Christian Church.

must be remembered as the

Its lineage is direct
from the Apostles through the fathers. Under
of its
Christian—it had, as yet, no Romish—charac-

the name of ** Apostolie,” and in virtue
ter, it has good title, in common with all Chris-
of the
first few centuries, and from its spread through-

tendom, to the achievement and glories

out the known world, was early entitled to the
distinctive term ** Catholic.” T'rue, its entan-
glement with State affairs since the fifth cen-
tury has bred monstrous corruption : its admis-
sion, in the seventh century, of the Bizhop of
Rome as ** Universal Bishop™—growing out of
the relation ot the Church to Rowme, as capital

of the Western Empire—has entailed upon it

)

‘Popery™ and  ** Romanism ;" the frightful
chaos of things in Europe in the eleventh cen-
tury, in which all interests, civil, social, and
rv“;,;iml*. were ill(',\tril':\lnl_\' llll‘lll]l‘!l. M't'lnill;_'l_\'
demanding of  the the

power, some acknowledged head, established

Church, as greatest

the ** Papal Supremacy ;" the union of the poli-
tical sovereignty of the Italian States with the
*“head of the Chareh,” in the person of the
the latter Italian, almost
wholly subject to Italian intluences, and the

Pope, has made
“ Church™ vastly more Romish than Catholic.
Each of these measures, with many a less im-
portant one, though approved in its time by
wise men and good, brought its meed ot ills,
countless in detail and frighttul in sum, until a
history alone could express their enormity and
magnitude.  Yet one should not forget that for
a thousand years, from the fifth to the fiftecnth
century, this was the only Christian Church in
Europe, and that, though in these thousand
vears, bad men often held sway in the Church,
wickedness ran riot, and devils rejoiced to sow
the seed and still delight in the fruits of mon-
strous error. still there were, all these times,
holv men in the Church, who saw, deplored,
and opposed its iniquities  while millions upon
millions, though blinded by its errors, were vet
untainted by its sin, and doubtless make up the
largest body of the redeemed above There
are to-day in this Romish Church—still Catho-

lie, though in some aspects scarcely Christian

wise, able, and holy men, who look for her
regeneration. It is hard, though we may
admit they are imposed upon, to say of her one
[ hundred and fifty millions of commuuicants,
laity and clergy, that they are all impostors.
But it is hard too. to relieve the body of the
Church, past and present, from much of the
blame of its iniquitous leadership and wide-
spread corruption.  Sowme of these things show,

however, more justly by comparison.  Tested
by Christ’s standard, perhaps the faults and
frailties of Catholics and Protestants will differ
more in kind than degree —perhaps surprisingly
little in both.

testant States, it is

In Europe, especially in Pro-
hard
Catholie |ml.l|l;xnun comes short of the Protest-

to seo wherein the
ant. cither in religious character or practice.
It s the
especially the shocking infidelity ot much ot

certain worldliness, deadness, and
German Protestantism would shame almost any
Catholie Il“lvlll.llilrll the world over; and yet,
heretotore, this has been and i< to-day, almost
the onlv alternative on the continent to Roman-
These
faith: the Catholics, light.
as thourh the Catholic want will be first met

ism Protestants lack devotion, zeal,

It seems just now
and what then ?
The this

tainlv growing intelligent faster than it is grow-

world—at least part of it—-is cer-

inee devoted, zealous, and helieving  toward

Christ It Jdoes not seem at all improbable that
licht may strike the Catholie mind, and thus
bring into intelligent effort for Christ and man

all its devotion, zeal, and faith, sooner than

those latter graces will ripen into action in the
[ cold and chilly natures of German rationalists
and French infidels.,
| a single moment, the startling disparity be-
[ tween the rapid and successive flashes of lignt
| that, in the last few years, have been bursting

[ upon  Catholic populations in Austria, Italy,
|

[ Spain and elsewhere, and the slow process of | the enquiry = Who have been appointed to M-i Rev.

19 essential 1o l"'""

in the present ( ouncil.

| the action of the Council?
quite hopeful—not a few are hopeful sull.

| There i< to-day an undoubted and, perbaps, |

[ an irreconcilable antagonism between ** Catho-
| licism™ and Komanism. The errors and iniqui-
ties of the system belong rather 1o Romanism,
the truth and the virtnes to Catholicism or gen-

eral Clristianity. ** Popery.” *‘ image wor-

outgrowth, and, in fact, mostly essential con-
ditions of Romanism. They are a sort of eccle-
siastical fungi, the natural—one might almost
say the necessary—growth of a mental and spir-
itual pight, and, hence, unhealthy religious life.
But they are sure to be killed out by the beam-
ing light and sloughed off by the more vigorous
intellectual and religious life of to-day as sun-

throws off disease.

This latter certainty the Romenists of the
Catholic Church, in Rome and out of it, see as
plainly as any body clse. The trouble is they see
it from the Romanist or Papal standpoint; a
standpoint which makes Rome and the Papacy
the head and heart of the world's intellectual and
religious life. They know full well—none can
know bLetter—the irreconcilable antagonism be-
tween their system, that is, the essentially Ro-
mish the Catholic Charch,
modern civilization. They know that if the ideas
of modern civilization prevail, Romanism—what-

features of and

ever shall become of Catholicism—is doomed,
Giranting them honesty in their Papistic views,
that Catholicism, Christianity, even all true re-
ligion, education and good government, and
hence human happiness and salvation, have their
life and hope in Romanism, it is no wonder they
despair of humanity with its present tendency.
It is
the very spirit of Popery, the very letter of the
Svllabus.

the Protestant or liberal stand-point, amazing.

That they hold such views is undeniable.
Ihat they should hold them is, from
We can only account for it by placing the

Church of
stand, hundreds of yvears back in history and

Rome where, in fact, she boasts to

human progress. This view throws much light
on the Roman question, and places in bold re-
liet the present attitude of the Catholic Church.
[t immense body, that is the really Cotholid
part, is already unchangeably, and daily be-
coming, with wonderful rapidity, more and
Its

jusensible to this

more atfected by modern light and gro vth
Romanistic head, not at all
growth and light, but in no wise partaking of
the oue while veiling itself to the other; treat-
ing the one as disease and the other as poison ;
persistently, and to non-Catholic minds absurd-
ly, using the means and instruments ot a buried
age, attempts to close the world's eyes in a very
noontide of light, and stop its growth when
every pulse is swelling and almost bursting with
life.

Ot course in such a contlict Romanism must
fall.
i.\ il'\'\‘"':‘lll"

The writing is on the wall.  The decree
Its position is too unmistakable
and too plainly before the world and the Catho-
lic Church, for recovery or denial Every
thing done nowadays is =cen, printed, read and
understood I'he judgment of the world, and
with it the judiment of the Chureh, is predeter-
mined

But fall ?

event would be deplorable

No

impossible ; there

will the Church Such an
is in it too much precious life and worth—its
foundations are too broad and deep. Luther
never meant to overthrow Catholicism, but to
cofrect the errors and abuses of Romanism.
His experience, and that of Gregory VIL., In-
Pius V., Sextus V., the Councils

of Pisa, Constance and Basel, and other individ-

nocent 1V,

ual reformatory efforts before him, may have
demonstrated the hopelessness of Romish re-
form and the necessity of Papal overthrow. The
tendency likely to be given to the present Coun-
cil, and its most probable final action may con-
But this will
The capital

firm this double demonstration.
not subvert the Catholic Church
may fall to pieces and tamble in ruins, and this
may necessitate radical changes in the recon-
~lr|'u(iun: and if these changes should prove
really wise and good, sent by and approved of
the original Founder and builder, all the world
may yet rejoice in the renovated and recon-
~!|'\'u't:-~l beanty of that Church that was found-
ed upon the  Fock. Such, at least, is the hope
and prayer here ot many thousand good Catho-
lics as well as non-Catholies, whose eves are in-
tently fixed upon the Ecumenieal Conneil . —
Western Adrocate

—————

CANADA CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS.

Wrnsnespay Mosiva, Jose Ist.

The Forty -
zlhv W esle van Methodist Chureh met at Yo'clock
slhh worning, in the Adelaide
| Street Chureh. The Rev. Morley Punshon an-
inmmm d the 4<3nd hvmn, which was sung with

[
[ tine effect, when tho Rev. ( Lavell the

seventh Annual Conference ol

time-honored

read

Prayer

and F. I

chapter of St Matthew's (,‘u»lwl_
[ offered by the Revs Dr. Wood

wias

| Dewart. )
1. The first wuwiiun. in Conferenee order, 1s

The cngrossing ques-| 34, Mr. Lavell 77, and Mr Sutherland 98.
{

another vote became necessary, and the
La-
[ vell, and 120 for Mr. Sutherland.

| ‘The President, who on rising to address tuc
" Conference was heartily received, said, Dear
{ Father and Brethren : I am very grateful to you
| for the confidence of which this decision is the
| renewed expression, and I am especially
| ful to that God who has enabled me to

grﬂll'-

o0
&«

ship,” * transubstantiation,*’ ** aricular r:unfes—} and out amoagst you, so ad $o retain that which |
sion,” ** Latin prayers,” ** Papal supremacy,” | f""‘t to His favour, I covegmost, a good degree | forence with unaffected diffidence, inasmuch as
‘* purgatory,” *‘sale of jndulgences,” ‘*tem- | the esteem of those with whom |1 am called ?tht‘ resolution which he was about to read might
poral power,” infallibility,” etc., are all the | to labor. Before God, the review of the year |, . fully in barmony with the feelings of

spreads before me a humbjing record, and in
His eyes who chargeth H§ angles with folly,
my best services seem blemfished and nuworthy*
and I need an Intercessor every day: but in
rendering an account to you, the Mecthodist
Conference, the Steward of whose authority |
| bave been, I can say that I have been conscions
lolun honest endeavour to act worthy of my
| ceaseless toil, and ia some part of it, of grave
perplexity—the care of the Chnrdies bas be
now and then, felt to be a burder—but I have
been sustained by the kind helpfulness of all
with whom I have counselled, and by the as-

surance that an earnest spirit, asking Divine

endowed to the search—will not be suffered to
go tar astray. I have rejoiced with you in the
openings of usefulness which have been present-
ed for our Church on every hand, and in the
almwcrs of blcasing \A'hi(“ have come down up-
on many of her fields.
you that the blessing has not been realized

I have mourned with

more richly and more generally and because of
tried and trusty laborers who have fallen be-
fore the harvest was gathered. My increasing
acquaintance with yonr country convinces me
of the great mission which, in the providence
of God, you are called to fulfil. There is an un-
derlying affinity between the sced you have to
sow, and the soil into which you cast it—an
adaptation to the people and their needs, not
exceeded in its measure by that of any other
Church on earth. I think I am no bigot, I am

sure | would not wish to be. I am conscious
of no feeling of rivalry with other churches
May God bless them all; and, in so far as they
exalt Christ, prosper them all with still increas-
But 1

Church to be either unmindtul of the heavenly

ing prosperity. do not wish my own
summons, or laggard in the obedience which
she renders, especially when T know that she
neither limits the atonement of the Divine Son,
nor withholds her homage from the royalty of
the Divine Spirit; and that, therefore, as it
seems to me, whe has justthe Gospel which
poor sinners need. I trust all our deliberations
will have reference to this great work, for which
alone it is worth while that a chur¢h or a man

should live.

As to the administration of affairs, I have but
little to say. My past may be the augury of
my future, save that I hope where I have erred
I may be wiser, and where | have fallen short
I may be nearer my ideal. Experience ought
I trust
that
single heartedness, and that oncness with you

to render me fitter to serve you, and

still to cultivate that meekness of wisdom,

all in Catholic spirit and effort, which I have
always regarded as the human secrets of a Me-
thodist preacher’s strength, whilein close and
thorough dependance upon the Rock that is
higher, 1 ask sufficient grace of Him to whom
As to
ference business, you know what we should do.

is all the glory. the conduct of Con-
I have been reading Mr. Bradburn's Rules for
his own guidance, which were thought to be so
advisable that the British Counference adopted
them. Will you indulge me while I read them,
and whether you adopt them or not, | will try
to make them mine

1. Be tender of the character of every bro-
ther; but keep at the utmost distance from
countenancing sin.

2. Say nothing in Conference but what is
strictly necessary and to the point in hand

3. If accused by any one, remember recrimi-
nation is no acquittance, thercfore avoid it.

4. Beware of impatience of contradiction : be

firm, but be open to conviction. The caunse is
(God's and needs not the bands of an Uzzah to
support the ark. The being too conscious of a
point, because you brought it forward is only
fvwling self . Be (uite easy if a majority decide
against you.
5. Use no craft or guile to gain a point
Genuine stmplicity will always support itself.
But there is no need always to say all you know
and think.

6. Beware of too much confidence in your
own abilities, and never despise an opponent.

7. Avoid all lightness of spirit, even what
would be innocent anywhe® else.  Thou God
seest me !

8. Do all things asin the immediate presence
of God.

If these Rules are carred out by us, not only

will our Conference business be transacted with

a dignity befitting the highest Court of our

Let any one consider "“r; 10th ( l“‘l'“ r ot Isaabh’s lbln]rlu'« ¥ and the 21st| Church, but our Session may be, to each one of

‘ thank

us, a blessed means of grace
|
| you heartily for your renewed confidence infne,

Again [
] and I'ask your continued prayers that we may
| all be guided in the way of truth,

A

SUTHERLAND, the newly elected

evangelization and vitalization that is going on | tend Conference, and who are now present 7 Secretary, said that he was not often at a loss

in France, Germany, Prussia, and Scandinavia, [ Of the 300 alloted by last year's ( onference to l

and among the sparse Protestant populations,

in the before-mentioned States Full as Rom

from a vital and evangelical Protestant

|
|
|
|
|
i

stand-point, would prove, Inomany aspects,

an unexampled religious and Christian ealamity
to have the Catholic |m1-||l.|(inn~ of Europe,
and perhaps clrewhere, lose, all at once, |.ll(|lv
in their This sudden ocertirow of
their faith or religion is as imprnlml.lr as unde-
Its early modification into Protestant-
Its

religion,

sirable.
ism is equally improbable and nnlm“il»hu
correction and reformation, if undertaken by a
rt-.~|w(‘mh|q- body of Catholic leaders, is both
possible, probable, and most devoutly to be
prayed for. .

Now, in Europe, these are the views in whole
or part of many and able religious leaders, Ca-
tholic and non-Catholic, of statesmen, and of a
large portion of the secular press—views and

wnism is of radical and pernicrous errors, as |

answered

5:|l\vnnl the session of the preseunt, ple

llulhn-ir names as present, thus turnishing a
|

very large surplus over the ruluixwl quorum
for the transaction of business

{

|

THE APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDENT.

A~ the Enclish Conference, with which the

Canadian is atliliated, allowed and authorized

{the latter to appoint its own President for the
‘ counted

present the ballots on being

showed that, with the «-\-'vln(iull of 20 scattered

Vear,

votes, our elogquent and popular Morley  Pun-
<hon was unanimousls re-chosen to that honor-
able and onerous position.

I'HE ELECTION OF SECRETARY .

Which is also by ballot, was a somewhat
slower work. In addition to nearly a dozen
single votes for as many favorites, the first
bollot showed 7 for Mr. Ryckman, 35 for Mr.
Scott, 47 for Mr. Griffin, 57 for Mr. Sather-
sand, and 68 for Mr. Lavell. The office re-

N

for words when called to the discharge of his
pulpit duties ; but be certainly felt at a loss for
[ words to express all he would like to say on the
{ present occasion. He could not regard the
* present honor conferred on him by his brethren
| as a reward for cither Inng or faithful serviees
|

| rende

{ paratively voung man ; he regarded it rather as

‘ an expression of the unwearied kindnesses
i which he had uninterruptedly shared during the }
fifteen years of his ministerial life among them. |
He would try and faithfully fulfil these new
duties imposed upon him, he hoped to the satis- |
faction of the Conference. {

THE CO-DELEGATE. I
. B |
wishes expressed by last vear's Cenference—

—mn asking Rev. Dr. Evans to take his place
on the platform as his Co-Delegate.

n |
|

guidance, loving and seeking the right, mull
bringing all the powers with which it has been |

. |
d to the connexion—he was yet a com- | Toronto: and the following statistic

| | . . . . i = .
more | quiring a majority of the whole votes, .nnlher? Dr. Evass expressed his gratitude to God [ married men it is $336. In
They | ballot became necessary, when the numbers | for continued mercies, and to his brethern for | is there a deficiency on the item of salary, and | uow is the day of salvation

He | that is the inconsiderable sum of $37.

this proof of their esteem and kindness

was reminded that he was the only snrviving
of the

':All the brethern that had been in the

man now in the active work
first Con-

itincrancy. e would not feel the oftice of co-

delegate a burden, aund for this reason, that the
human ubiquity of the eloguent President  had
made him <o entirely conversant with the whole
work as to leave little to be done by his co-

adjutors.
Dr. Ryrrsox, said he addressed the Con-

their honored President. It was a resolution
somewhat unusnal in its character, but the cir
cumstances connected with it were also unusual.
He briefly referred to the untiring labors and
beneficial services of the President during the
past year—services that were as widespread as
| our Dominion ; and he thonght that the whole

Conference and Connexion were under lasting

light dispels darkness and a healthy growth |position and ot you. The year las been one of | obligation to Mr. Punshon for those services,

He concladed by moving a comprehensive and
highly eulogistic resolution. referring to the
various important services which Mr. Punshon
had rendered the Church, ecclesiastically as

well as financially, during the past year, expres-
[ sing the carnest prayer of the Conference for
his future welfare and uselulness.

Rev. James Evuort, ex- Presideut, had
great pleasure in seconding the Resolution.
| He rejoiced in having the opporturity of expres-
sentiments.
the  whole

{sing his full concurrence in its
[ It the
ground.
Rev. Dr. Woobp very cordially
the He thought that
special reasons to adoptit. Tt was

met case, and covered
supported
had

no small

Resolution. we

favour conferred on us to have the continu-
ous presence and services of such a President
among us.  We have had other distinguished
brethren, members of the English Conference,
who have presided over our annual delibera-
tions, and whose duties have called them away
from us immediately on the close of Confer-
ence : but our gifted brother is, for the time
being, one of ourselves, and freely accords to
us the entire benefits of his cminent and con-
seerated ;il‘l-
D,

willingness to vote for the resolution, and.

Ry GreeN heartily  expressed his
ac-
cording to his ability, to practice it too.

The Rev.

resolution, which was very

Di. Evaxss, Co-Delegate, put the
cordially adopted
by the Conference.

The PrestpeNT, on being presented with the
thanks of his
willingly rendered services to the varied claims

brethren for his valuable and
and interests of our connexional mterests, said
that the resolution was not wholly m accord-
but if he wished
the Conference to accept the resolution as it

ance with his own teelings;

stood he would do violence to his own feel-
ings. In reference to one part of the resolu-
tion he would wish that nothing might have

been said, and that was on the point of giv-
ing. He had long years past adopted the
principle of systematic benificence, and as long
as he acted upon that principle he had never
lacked he wherewith to gi\u.

THE MEETING OF CONFERENCE

The annual meeting of the ministers of our
Church in Conference is an event of no ordi-
nary interest. It never grows hackneyed, or

loses its attraction.  The hoary veteran who
has attended many Conferences comes up to
the great annual gathering with unabated in-
terest. There are wmany circumstances which
invest the meeting of Conference with this un-
failing charm. The re-union of old friends,
who have been associated under various circum-
stances in the past, kindles many pleasing
the

vounger members of the Conference recognize

recollections of other days Many of
in senior members present the men through
whose instrumentality they received the saving
knowledge of the truth, and were ﬂ'unghl into
the Church of God

who Dbattled and struggled together in daoger

It is impossible for men

and hardship in the olden days of pioneer life
to meet without the stir of emotions of gratitude
at the changes and improvements that have
taken place in the condition ot the work of God,
and the merey that has preserved and sustained
them through long vears of toil and eventful
vicissitude

Important interests are always to be decided
in the Annual Conference.  Apart from the
many subjects to be discussed, affecting deeply
the prosperity of the work of God, the fact
that a large number of the ministers and preach-
ers receive an appointment to some new field
of labor, must always prevent indifference on
the part of those who are so seriously affected
'»_\ the decisions of the Conferenee

Though to quite a number the session of
Conference is a time of <cvere and exhansting
labour, to many it is a season of pleasant re-
laxation from scvere and protracted toil, to a

large number the only vacation in the year.

is impossible for the younger members of Con-

ference to witnesss the orderly despatch of busi-

Church law, and the doetrinal examination of
the young ministers, without being greatly edi-
fied and better prepared for their work

I'ngE

TORONTO DISTRIC \
N |

The Toronto District embraces sixteen Cir- |

cuits, five of which are ioncluded in the City ot
s, ‘_;l-‘:uu«ll
from the Secretary’s book, may be of nterest
to the Wesleyan reader. I
On the Dis*rict there are 36 ordained and 4 un- ;

181 Class |
Leaders, 108 Stewards, 4047 Church Members, !

ordained men ; 75 Loecal Preachers,

14,500 stated hearers, 77 church edifices, and 'Jf

other preaching places.
Ot the ministerial force there are 16 married

The President was very happ\ to confirm the and 8 unmarried men, in the pastoral work pro- e or not ?

per; and for their support the Cireuit contri-

wishes that he would always be glad to respect | buted during the year the sum of $18,055. o1 John vi. 37.

The average salary of each of the magried men
is within a fraction of €1,000, and ofgthe un-

3

ministry, of

Nor is the extent to which the Conference is a|
training school, in our doctrine, discipline and

usages, among the least of its advantages. llf
|
|

ness, the discussions and decisions on points ul.f God Almighty :

| and of the bousehold of God.

The
highest salary paid to any of the married men
1s 1,420, and the lowest is $698.

On behalf of the various Connexional Funds

ference at which he entered the ranks of the | the sum of 3,430 has been raised ; and for the | self to God.
[ Missionary department of the Church's opera-

| tions about 8,000 has been contributed. To-
wards Church building and extension—exclu-
sive of the aequirement of the Magill Square
property, which cost $26,000,—the sum of
$12,040 bas been subscribed, and to aid in fur-
nishing parsenages negrly $1,000 has been
raised. There is, in addition, the ordinary cost
ol wear and tear on the Church edifices, such
as lighting. heating, insurance, sextons” sala-
ries, &c.— Daily Recorder.

* @ o

A SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON PRE-
PARED BY MR. MOQDY.

The lesson was about the ** King's Supper,”
described in] Luke xiv. 15-24. Teachers had
been instructed that there would be no teaching
by them. Some twenty-three questions had
been prepared by Mr. Moody, and distributed
among as many teachers, with instructions—
which were unknown to each other-—to ask them
of him after the reading of the Scriptures,

Mr. Moody announced to the children that
he had an invitation for them to come to a great
supper made by a certain king, and he wanted
to read it to them. Then, from manuscript, he
read the account above referred to. Instant
upon its elose a teacher arose and asked :

Whose table will the supper be at ?

Mr. Moody replied :

The King's son, sir, said, ** That ve may eat
and drink at my Fatber's table in my kingkom.”
Luke xxii. 30.

Then aaother tcacher inquired :
does Ie invite ?

The Spirit and the Bride say come, and leg
him that heareth say come, and let him that is
athirst come, and whosoever will let him come
and take of the water of life freely, Rev. xxii.
17.

Question after question was asked, and as
each one was propounded, the interest deepeu-
ed and intensified. It became as though the
parable had become real, and the multitude
were anxious to know all about it. Its success
was so great in awakening a new interest that
we give, following, the remaining questions and
their answers, believing that our Sabbath-school
friends will thank us for so doing.

When and where is it to be ?

I will pot drink henceforth of this fruit of
the vine until that day when I drink it anew
with yvou in my Father's kingdom. Matt. xxvi

) -

*=Whom

Will the weather be pleasant ?

Neither shall the sun light on them nor any
heat. Rev. vii. 23.

The city has no need of the sun, neither of
the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God
did lighten it and the Lamb is the light thereof.
Rev. xxi. 23.

Who is going to be there ?

A great multitude which no man can number,
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues, stood before the throne and the Lamb.
Rev. vii. 9.

Will it be free ?

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye,
buy wine and milk without money and without
price. Isaiah lv. 1

Did it cost the king anything ?

Ye were not redeemed with corrruptible
things as silver and gold. But with the pre-
cious blood of Christ, as a lamb without blemish
and without spot. 1 Peter i. 18, 19.

What shall I wear ?

After this I beheld and Jo ! a great multitude
stood before the throne and before the Lawb,
clothed with white robes and palms io their
hands. Rev. vii. 9.

Where shall I get the robe ?

And white robes were given unto every one
of them. Rev. vi. 11.

What time will it break up ?

And they shall reign for ever and ever. Rev.
xxi. 4.

Will I get tired ?

There the wicked cease from troubling, and
there the weary are at rest. Jobiii. 17,

Will the society be pleasant ?

And there shall in no wise enter into it any-
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie, but they which
are writlen in the Lamb's book ot life. Rev.
xxi. 27,

Will it be healthy there ?

And the inhabitants sball not say I am sick,
Isaiah xxii. 24

Neither shall there be any more- pain.  Rev.
XXi. o

Will there be any one there to oppress me ?

They hear not the voice of the oppressor.
The servant is free from his master.
18, 19.

Job .

Am T expected to take amy company with
me ?
Go out into the highway and hedges and
compel them to come in, that my house may be
filled  Luke xiv. 23.

Will there be any music there ?

And they sing the sorg of Moses, the servant
of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying:
** Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord
just aud true are thy ways, thou
King of saints.” Rev. xv. 8.

Will I be a stranger there ?

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints
Eph. ii. 19.

Is the way plaio ?

And a highway shall be there and a way, and
it shall be called, The way of holiness ; the un-
clean shall not pass over it, but it shall be for
those : the wayfaring men, though fools, shall
not err therein.  Isaiah xxxv. 8,

How long will it take me to get there ?

There is but one step between me and death.
1 Saml. xx. 3,

I know not the day of my death. Gen.
Xxvi. 2,

How do I know whether the King will receive {
Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast

Is it necessary for me to decide at once
whether I will accept this invitation or not ?

only one inuwm‘

| Bebhold now s the accepted timie . behold
2 Cor. 1. 0
To-day if ve will hear His voice, banden not
Heb. wi 15

Can | send a substitute

‘ vour hearts
Every one of us shall give an account

Rom. xiv. 12,

Can I go late ?

; Aud they that were ready went in with 1

Im the marriage, and the door' was shat, and

flﬁl‘r“lr\]! also came n(hl‘l' virgins

| Lord, Lord, open to us; but He answered and

SA\ i

| . v

’uul. Verily 1 say unto you, I know you mot

"\'lh‘h. therefore, for ye know newher the day
nor the bour wheremn the | o .y by

Matt. xxv. 1013 ~— ha *

Can | be excused ?

As 1 live, saith the lord God, 1 hay
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but tha
the wicked turn from his way and live,; turu
ve, tarn from your evil way, for why will ve
die, O house of lsrael e Eapkicl xxviii. 11

- -

THE WARM HAND OF SYMPATH)Y

** He can be touched.” " Til we have retlect
ed on it, we are scarcely aware how much the
sum of human happiness in this world is in
We get
cheerfulness and vigour, we scarcely kuow how
or when, from mere association with our fellow
wmen, and from the fooks reflocted on us o
gladness and enjoyment.
and power to go on from buman presence and
from cheerful looks. The woman works with
additional energy haviag others by. Thoe full
family chele has a strength and life peculiarly

debted to this one feeling —sympathy

We catch inspiration

its 'own. The substantial good and effectual
relief which men extend to one another is tn
ving. It is not by these, but by something far
less le(l_\'. that the work is done. God has
insured it by a nuch more simple machinery

He has given to tle weakest and the poorest
power to coutribute largely to the comunon
stock of gladness. ‘The child’s sinile and laugh
are mighty powers in this world. When be
reavement has lett you desolate. what substan
tial benefit is there which makes coudoleace
acceptable? It can bestow upoun you nothing
permanent. But a warm hand has touthed
yours, and its thrill told you that there was a
living response there to your emotion. One
look, one huwian sigh, has done more for you

than the costliest present could convey.
Thoughts for Weary Hours
—— Ao+t

CHRISTIAN TREASURY

(Green Pastures for the Lord’s I'lock, by the
Rev. James Smith.)

“ His soul shal! dwell at ease. Ps. xxv. 13.

The man that fears God must have faith in
His word ; love ta His character; a desire to
please Him in all things ; a fear to offend Him
in anything ; a realization of His omniscience ;
and be looking forward to His appearing. Be
loved, is this our chracter? Iy is said of such
—* His soul shall dwell at ease;” free from
slavish fears—from  dodl-distressing carvs and
anxieties—in a state of contentment and solid
peace. And well be may ; for he has God for
his portion—the Eternal Covenant for his stay
—the precious promises as his security—the
glorivus atonement for his plea—a complete
salvation for shield—Providence as his
friend—Christ as his constant Advocate, Cap
tain, and Man-of-war—daily fellowship with
God as his relief—and heaven as his final home
His soul shall lodge or dwell in goodness : so
some read it. The goodness of God is the
stornhouse of every blessing, and will supply
his every want—silence all his fears—contra-
dict all his unbelieving doubts, and exalt him
Beloved, let us not be
anxious about anything, but casting all ous
cares upon God, let us dwell at case.

his

to peace and honour.

Once the world was sll my treasure ;
Then the world my heart possessed ;
Now I taste sablimer pleasure,
Since the Lord has mude me blest ;
1 can witness,
Jesas gives-his people ress.

e mee > -

WORK A LITTLE HARDER, BROTHER
BY KEV. D,

W. €. HUNTINGTON, D. D.

.‘l) brother, of the l&i!’\‘, I Jst now iean
Are the prayer-meetings thinly attended and
dull? Is there but little lightning and thunder
in the pulpit? Are your children and your
neighbour’s children growing up unconvertoed ?
Are you, and is your minister, somewhat dis-
couraged ?
little harder.

Do you want a revival? Wik a

A little more work in the closet and by the
wayside.  Shorten the morning nap. Resist
the * I'm tired,” and the **it's too late.”
Hurry a little, and save time for a call and a
prayer at the next door. Leave the cigar and
take a package of handbill tracts. Bring a new
man with you to the prayer-meeting. Call once,
twice, ten times for that backslider. He will
go with you very soon. Hold fast to his soul.
You are seat, not merely to clear your skirts of
his blood, not to ease your conscience "rlll} . but
to save him,

Do your best to tone up the prayer and elass
meetings to & defiite anwrand 3 sharp struggle
Sing a little less about flying up to heaven und
more about flying around on earth.

Do not wait for cthers to act. Lead ofl, not
wait to be pulled or pushed. Work hardest
when things are most sluggish. Losc no time
or opportunities in waiting for mass movemecnts,
Minds are not moved in masses except in com
mon crises of thought or feeling. God gives
to but few of his children the power to move
multitudes at once
to do something.

He gives them all power

Banish forever the mischicvon
because you are not a pro-m'lwr
or a missionary, that therefore you have noth-
ing to do. The notion that, if yowhad greater
gifts, or a different position, you would be all
":Mly for hard work, is a deception It is ** he
that is faithful in that which is least,” ** who is
faithful also in much.”  God emphasizes little
things. ‘A cupof cold water,”
are the contributions which heaven rewards
God feeds the sparrows and superintends their
fall. The bulk of human life is made up of lit-
tles. Men who stand waiting for a chance to
make a fortune at a stroke, di= in poverty, or,

The

rdea that,

a class-leader,

two mites,”

what is worse, in sin; perhaps in both.
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