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Tin: MISSION OF METHODISM.

Then- are some eritics who allert a philoso­
phical sly !*• an«l deal in broad generalization.», 
who tell h» that the Mission of Methodism i« 
accompli-Iied ; and that there is no longer any 
real nveessity lor its existçnee as a separate 
bram h ol tb<‘ ( liurch ol Christ. It is freely' 
enough admitted that Methodism gave a pow­
erful impulse to the religious life of Britain and 
America : that in the last century hep explicit 
enunciation of the privilege of a personal expe­
rience ot forgiveness and renewal for every 
believer in Christ fell on the ears of the world­
ly formalists of that day like a new revelation ; 
and that all the Protestant churches felt, to a 
greater or less extent, the quickening influence 
of that great religious awakening. Neither is 
it denied that the zeal of Methodism in evange­
listic work, and ii.-> disregard for canonized 
prejudices ah to modes of operation, have* 
greatly stimulated the energies of other branch­
es of the < ’liurch.

But it is argued that as the offer of a present 
salvation, and a practical experience of its 
power, is no longer confined to Mctiiodiht 
teaching ; and the revival spirit, in which Me­
thodism had its origin, has beeixjargcly re­
ceived by the other churches, the agency by 
which this was mainly accomplished may now 
disappear, and become merged in the general 
result. It is also thought by many that the 
peculiar organization of Methodism imlirates 
its temporary character, and lack of the ele­
ments of permanency. By others it is urged 
a» a general argument for union, that as most 
uf the.causes that led to division have disap­
peared, that the division .should no longer con­
tinue when the only circumstances that justified 
them have passed away. This argument ia 
pressed with much confidence by the Estab­
lished Church in England, as a reason why the 
Wesley ans should allow themselves to he ab­
sorbed into the Established Church of England.v 

All these arguments are founded upon nar­
row and superficial apprehensions of the work 
and mission of Methodism. The evils against 
which early Methodism directed its heaviest 
artillery were not local ami temporary* They 
have still a powerful existence in the world. 
The truths that are prominently embodied in 
the teachings of Methodism are still needed, 
and the agencies which Methodism employ s are 
still efficient in the salvation of men. Form­
ality still rocks thousands to sleep in the cradle 
of a faUc and fatal security. Unbelief still 
shuts out myriads from the rich spiritual inhe­
ritance which God has promised to them that 
believe on His Son. Sinful and depraved hab­
it», from which nothing but the grace of God 
can deliver, still hold the vast majority of our 
race in a cruel and debasing slavery. Surely 
this is no time for any section of" the army ot 
the living-God to fold its banners, sheath its 
weapons, and retire from the conflict as if the 
victory was complete.

The vast mass of souls to whom our testi­
mony as a church is presented, still require the 
great verities embraced in that testimony 
Men need to be reminded that unless they 
repent they shall perish. The doctrine of jus­
tification by faith alone is still previous to the 
$wry ami heavy-laden souls of men. The tes­
timony of our church to the doctrine of the 
Witness of the Spirit to adoption, and tin- 
power of God's grace to cleanse from all filthi­
ness of the flesh and spirit is still needed by 
thousands of nominal Christians, within the 
Church and out of it Nor has the world out­
grown the need of the testimony of Methodism 
to the fulness and freeness of the salvation ot 
the gospel. Not only are these truths needed, 
but their influence on those who receive them 
proves they have not become obsolete, nor lost 
their power to enlighten the consciences and 
quicken the souls of men. In every quarter of 
the world and in the isles of the sea, Method­
ism has crowds of witnesses to testify that her 
message of life has been to their dark and «lead 
soul» tin- power of God unto salvation. Amid 
the schemes of skeptical philosophers and sen­
timental philanthropists with which the atmos­
phere is riff*, we must not for a moment forget 
that human nature is the same now as in the 
past. Its wants and sins are the same. Its 
tendencies and dangers are the same, i lie 
remedy fur its woes is the same. Men are in 
ipiritnal darkness and need light. I hey are 
guilty and need forgiveness. They are unholy 
and need a meetness for the inheritance with 
tbe saints in light. Have those worldly-wise 
philosophers, wlio despise the “ foolishness of 
preaching.discovered any substitute which 
can bring men from darkness to light, and from 
tbe power of Satan unto God? ^

It is nut even pretended that this is the case. 
Until this is done we must continue to cling to 
the old-fashioned gospel, that in its adaptation 
lathe nature of man, as well as in its mysteri­
ous power, vindicates its Divine origin. Tu 
our manner ot presenting the truth there 
•boulrl b< a wise adaptation to tlie character 
tod circumstances of the people : hut the essen­
tial trith*. which constitute the message of the 
Ipfrpvl herald, can never be superseded. Theo- 

of hum in •origin flourish and decay; but 
“the word <>l the Lord vndureth forever. ’

•It may b«- admitted with regard to many sev- 
ttriaii «ini>i,.ii>, that they had their origin in 
touie special « anse ; and that when that cause 
* removed tin* continued separation cannot be 
justified. But the rise ot Methodism was not 
°reaeione«l hv am temporary cause ; hut like 
Primitive Christiaiiitv itself, resulted from the 
••(pouring ul the Divine Spirit on the hearts 
ri men. Neither the cause of it* origin, nor 
the ntr< s>ity fur its aid, has U*vn removed by 
^relapse of wars. The world Mill needs its 
^•tiuiuiiy fur God.

XVearc nut of those who think that minor 
in matters of form and taste are signs 

spiritual decay'. Some have an unfortunate 
‘^•parity tu discern between things vital and 
*‘•^8 non-c>s« ntial ; and they consequently 
••(tit* as obstinately lur some trilling matters 

(tote or opinion as if they were the most 
^•rential verities of the Christian faith. Such 
l^t^ons as they advance in years, unable to

_ pt themselves to the inevitable changes 
the progress of education, and the 

conditions of human society bring 
•t, regard every change as a retrograde

step Their sympathy is all with the past, and 
with things that cannot be found apart from 
conditions of society that no longer exist. 
There may be change and modification in 
things non-essential, without any surrender of 
vital essential truth. Indeed, such adaptation 
to altered circumstances, is essential to pro­
gress and usefulness. For our own part, we 
do not believe that the former days were, better 
than these. We do not believe there ever was 
a* much true religion in the world as at the 
present time. There never was as much libe­
rality, zeal, charity, and intelligent godliness 
as now. And it Methodism hold fast the form 
of sound words, and a living, personal experi­
ence of the gospel, 46 the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against her/’ She shall stand amidst 
(be surging waves of change and decay,

“ A thing of beauty and a joy forever."
—-■Christian Guardian.

THE (ECUMENICAL COUNCIL.
BY VBor. YOVNG.

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTER AND PRESENT ATTI­
TUDE OK TIIE 44 CATHOLIC CHURCH.1’

As the Council now sitting will mark one of 
the grand epochs of 44 Catholicism,” it is well 
to note the distinctive character and present 
attitude of the Roman Church ; we -hall thus 
judge better of the Council, its doings and 
their results.

Tbe “ Catholic" must be remembered as the 
mother Christian Church. Its lineage is direct 
from the Apostles through the fathers. Under 
the name of “ Apostolic/’ ami in virtue of its 
Christian-*—it bail, as yet, no Romish—charac­
ter, it has good title, in common with all Chris­
tendom, to the achievement and glories of the 
first few centuries, and from its spread through­
out the known world, was early entitled to the 
distinctive term “Catholic.” 'True, its entan­
glement with State affairs since the fifth cen­
tury lias bred monstrous corruption ; its admis­
sion, in the. seventh century, ol the Bishop of 
Rome as “ Universal Bishop”—growing out of 
the relation ot the Church to Rome, as capital 
of the Western Empire—has entailed upon it 
“Ropery” and “Romanism;” the frightful 
chaos of things in Europe in the eleventh cen­
tury, in which all interests, civil, social, and 
religious, were inextricably blended, seemingly 
demanding of the Church, as the greatest 
power, some acknowledged head, established 
the “ Papal Supremacy the union of the poli­
tical sovereignty of the Italian States with the 
“ head of the Church,” in the. person of the 
Pope, has made the latter Italian, almost 
wholly subject to Italian influences, and the 
“ Church” vastly more Romish than Catholic. 
Each of these measures, with many a loss im­
portant one, though approved in its time by 
wise men and good, brought its meed ot ills, 
countless in detail and frightful in sum, until a 
history alone could express their enormity aiul 
magnitude. Yet one should not forget that for 
a thousand years, from the fifth to the fifteenth 
century, this was the only Christian Church in 
Europe, and that, though in these thousand 
years, bad men often held sway in the Church, 
wickedness ran riot, and devils rejoiced to sow 
the seed and still delight in the fruits of mon­
strous error, still there were, all these times, 
holy men in the Church, who saw, deplored, 
anil opposed its iniquities while millions upon 
millions, tlnnigh blinded by its errors, were yet 
untainted by its sin, ami doubtless make up the 
largest body of the redeemed above. There 
are to-day in this Romish Church—still Catho­
lic, though in some aspects scarcely Christian 
—wise, able, and holy men, who look for her 
regeneration. It is hard, though we may 
admit they are imposed upon, to say of her one 
hundred and fifty millions of communicants, 
laity and clergy, that they are all impostors. 
But it is hard too. to relieve the body of the 
Church, past and present, from much of the 
blame ot its iniquitous leadership and wide­
spread corruption. Some of these things show, 
however, more justly by comparison. Tested 
by Christ’s standard, perhaps the faults and 
frailties of Catholics and Protestants will differ 
more in kind than degree—perhaps surprisingly 
little in both. In Euro|>e. especially in Pro­
testant States, it is hard to seo wherein the 
Catholic population comes short of the Protest­
ant. either in religious « liarai ter or practice. 
It i* certain the worldliness, dcadness, and 
especially the shocking infidelity ot much ot 
German Protestantism would shame almost any 
Catholic population the world over; and yet, 
heretofore,.this has been and is to-day, almost 
the onlv alternative on the continent to Roman­
ism. These Protestants lack devotion, zeal, 
faith; the Catholics, light. It seems just now 
as though the Catholic want will be first met— 
ami what then ?

'The world—at least this part of it—is cer­
tainly growing intelligent faster than it is grow­
ing devoted, zealous, and believing toward 
< 'hrist. It does not seem at all improbable that 
light mav strike the Catholic mind, and thus 
bring into intelligent effort for Christ anil man 
all its devotion, zeal, and faith, sooner than 
those latter graces will ripen into action in the 
cold ami chilly natures of German rationalists 
ami French infidels. Let any one consider for 
a single moment, the startling disparity l*e- 
txvvvn the rapid and successive flashes of light 
that, in the last few years, have been bursting 
upon Catholic populations in Austria, Italy, 
Spain and elsewhere, and the slow process of 
evangelization and vitalization that is going on 
in France, Germany, Prussia, and Scandinavia, 
and among the sparse Protestant populations, 
in the Ijelbre-mentionvd States. Tull as Rom­
anism is of radical and pernicious errors, as 
»c« n from a vital and evangelical Protestant 
stand point, à would prove, in many aspects, 
an unexampled religious ami Christian calamity 
t«. have the Catholic populations of Europe, 
and perhaps elsewhere, lose, all at once, faith 
in tlivir religion. This sudden overthrow of 
their faith or religion is as improbable as unde­
sirable. Its early modification into Protestant­
ism is equally improbable and impossible. Its 
correction ami reformation, if undertaken by a 
respectable body of Catholic leaders, is both 
possible, probable, and most devoutly to be 
prayed for. V

Now, in Europe, these are tbe views in whole 
or part of many and able religious leaders, Ca­
tholic and non-Catholic, of statesmen, and of a 
large portion of the secular press—views and

feeling*, too, shared by million» of the more 
enlightened and thoughtful of the masses. They 
ore thr vines of not a few of the oldest men 
in the present Council. The engrossing ques­
tion flow is. will these views materially affect 
the actiun of the Council? Many were once 
quite hopeful—not a few arc hopeful still.

There is to-day an undoubted aud, perhaps, 
an irreconcilable antagonism between “ Catho­
licism*’ and Romanism. The errors and iniqui­
ties of the system belong rather to Humanism, 
the truth and the virtues to Catholicism or gen­
eral Christianity. 41 Popery.” “ image wor­
ship,” ** transubstantiation,41 41 aricular confes­
sion,” 44 Latin prayers,” “ Papal supremacy,” 
“purgatory,” 44 sale of indulgences,” “tem­
poral power,” 44 infallibility,” etc., are all tbe 
outgrowth, and, in fact, mostly essential con­
ditions of Romanism. They are a sort of eccle­
siastical tump, the natural—one might almost 
»ay the necessary—groAthol a mental and spir­
itual night, and, hence, unhealthy religious life. 
But they are sure to be killed out by the beam­
ing light and sloughed off" by the more, vigorous 
intellectual ami religious life of to-day as sun­
light dispels darkness and a healthy growth 
throws off* disease.

This latter certainty the Romanists of the 
Catholic Church, in Rome and out of it, see as 
plainly as any body else. The trouble is they see 
it from the Romanist or Papal standpoint; a 
standpoint which makes Rome and the Papacy 
the head and heart of the world's intellectual and 
religious life. They know full well—none can 
know better—the irreconcilable antagonism be­
tween their >) stem, that is, the essentially Ro­
mish features of the Catholic Church, and 
modern civilization. They know that if the ideas 
of modern civilization prevail, Romanism—what­
ever shall become of Catholicism—is doomed. 
Granting them honesty in their Papistic views, 
that Catholicism, Christianity, even all true re­
ligion, education and good government, arid 
hence human happiness and salvation, have their 
life and hope in Romanism, it is no wonder they 
despair of humanity with its present tendency. 
That they hold such views is undeniable. It is 
the very spirit of Popery, the very letter of the 
Syllabus. That they should hold them is, from 
the Protestant or liberal stand-point, amazing. 
We can only account for it by placing the 
< ’hurch of Rome where, in fact, she boasts to 
stand, hundreds of years back in history anil 
human progress. This view throws much light 
on tin- Roman question, and places in hold re­
lief the present attitude of the Catholic Church. 
Its iniincuM* body, that is the really CatholiS 
part, is already unchangeably, and daily be­
coming, with wonderful rapidity, more and 
more affected by modern light and gro vth. Its 
Rnmanistic head, not at all insensible to this 
growth ami light, but in no wise partaking of 
the one while veiling itself to the other; treat­
ing the one as disease and the other as poison ; 
persistently, and to non-Cathoiie minds absurd­
ly, using the means and instruments ot a buried 
age, attempts to close the world’s eyes in a very 
noontide of light, and stop its growth when 
every pulse is swelling and almost bursting with 
life.*

Of course in such a conflict Romanism must 
fall. The writing is on the wall. The decree 
is irevocable. Its position is too unmistakable 
and too plainly before the woild and the Catho­
lic (’liurch, for recovery or denial. Every 
thing done nowadays is seen, printed, read and 
understood. The judgment of the world, and 
with it the judgment of the Church, is predeter­
mined.

But will the Church fall? No. Such an 
event would be deplorable—impossible ; there 
is in it too much precious life and worth—its 
foundations are too broad and deep. Luther 
never meant to overthrow Catholicism, hut to 
cofrect the errors and abuses of Romanism. 
His experience, and that of Gregory VII., In­
nocent IV., Pius V., Sextus V., the Councils 
of Pisa, Constance and Basel, and other individ­
ual reformatory efforts before him, may have 
demonstrated the hopelessness of Romish re­
form and tin* necessity of Papal overthrow. The 
tendenrv likely to lx* given to the present Coun­
cil, and its most probable final action tnay con­
firm this double demonstration. But this will 
not subvert the Catholic Church. The capital 
mav fall to pieces and tumble in ruins, and this 
may necessitate radical changes in the rccou 
struct ion ; and if these changes should prove 
real I v wise and good, sent b_\ and approved of 
the original Founder ami builder, all the world 
mav yet rejoice in the renovated and recon­
structed beauty ot that Church that was found­
ed upon the Rock. Such, at least, is the hope 
ami praver here ol many thousand good ( atho- 
livs as well as non-< atholics, whose eyes are in­
tently fixed upon the Ecumenical Council.— 
Western Adrocate.

CANADA CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS.

Wednesday Morning. Junk 1st. 
The Forty- seventh Annual Conference of 

the Wealexan Methodist Church met at ^o'clock 
this morning, in the time-honored Adelaide 
Street Church. The Rev. M or ley Punshon an­
nounced the 4*’*nd hymn, which was sung with 
line effect, when tin» Rev. < Lavcll read the 
40th < liaptcr of Isaiah's prophecy, ami the 21st 
chapter of St . Matthew’s Gospel. Prayer was 
offered by the Revs. Dr. Wood and E. 11. 
Dewart. v

1. The first question, in Conference order, is 
the enquiry : W hu have Ik*en appointed to at­
tend Conference, ami who are now present ? 
of the :kiu a lit «t vd by last year's Conference to 
attend the session of the present, 233 answered 
to their names as present, thus furnishing a 
verv large surplus over the required quorum 
for the transaction of burines».

the vrroiNTMEXT OF PRESIDENT.

As the English Conference, wifi» which the 
Canadian is affiliated, allowed ami authorized 
the latter to appoint it> own President for the 
present year, the ballots on being counted 
showed that, with the exception of 20 scattered 
votes, our eloquent and popular Murley Pun­
shon was unanimously re-chosen to that honor­
able anil onerous position.

TIIL ELECTION OK SECRETARY'.

Which is also by ballot, was a somewhat 
slower work. In addition to nearly a dozen 
single votes for as many favorites, the first 
bolîot showed 7 for Mr. Ryckman. 35 for Mr. 
Scott, 47 for Mr. Griffin, 57 for Mr. Suther- 
«and, and G8 for Mr. Lavcll. The office re­

quiring a majority of the whole votes, another ! 
ballot became necessary, when tbe numbers 
stood as follows : for Mr. Scott 18, Mr. Griffin j 
34, Mr. Larel! 77. and Mr Sntherland H8. 
Still another vote became necessary, and the 
vote showed for Mr. Griffin, 5#> for Mr. La- j 
veil, and 120 for Mr. Sutherland.

The President, who on rising to address tnc j 
Conference was heartily received, said. Dear 
Father and Brethren : I am very grateful to you 
for the confidence of which this decision is the | 
renewed expression, and I aui especially grate­
ful to that God who has enabled me to go in 
and out amongst you, so as to retain that which 
next to His favour, I covet most, a good degree 
in the esteem ot those with whom 1 am called 
to labor. Before God, the review of the year 
spread» before me a huoihUtig record, and in 
His eyes who chargeth 111 angles with foil}', 
my best services seem blenpshed snd unworthy4 
ami I need an Intercessor every day; hut in 
rendering an account to 'you, the Methodist 
Conference, the Steward of whose authority 1 
have been, I can say that I have been conscious 
of an honest endeavour to act worthy of my 
position and of you. The year lias been one of 
ceaseless toil, and iu some part of it, of grave 
perplexity—the care oftlie Cbnrdies has been, 
now ami then, felt to be a harder—hut 1 have 
been sustained by the kind helpfulness of all 
with whom I have counselled, ami by the a.s- 
surance that an earnest spirit, asking Divine 
guidance, loving and seeking the right, and 
bringing all the powers with which it has been 
endoxved to the search—will not he suffered to 
go tar astray. 1 have rejoiced with you in the 
openings of usefulness which have been present­
ed for our Church on every hand, and in the 
showers of blessing which have come down up­
on many of her fields. I have mourned with 
you that the blessing has not been realized 
more richly and more generally and because of 
tried ami trusty laborers who have fallen be­
fore the harvest was gathered. My increasing 
acquaintance with vonr country convinces me 
ot the great mission which, in the providence 
of God. you are called to fulfil. There is an un­
derlying affinity between the seed you have to 
sow, and the soil into which you vast it—an 
adaptation to the people and their needs, not 
exceeded in its measure by that of any other 
Church on earth. 1 think 1 am no bigot, 1 am 
sure 1 would not wish to be. 1 am conscious 
of no feeling of rivalry with other churches 
May God bless them all ; and, in so far as they 
exalt Christ, prosper them all with still increas­
ing prosperity. But l do not wish my own 
t-hnreh to be cither unmindful of the heavenly 
summons, or laggard in the obedience which 
she renders, especially when I know that she 
neither limits the atonement of the Divine Son, 
nor withholds her homage from the royalty of 
the Divine Spirit ; and that, therefore, as it 
seems to me, she has** justCthe Gospel which 
poor sinners need. I trust all our deliberations 
will have reference to this great work, for which 
alone it is worth while that a church or a man 
should live.

As to the administration of affairs, I have but 
little to say. My past may be the augury of 
my future, save that I hope where I have erred 
I may be wiser, and where 1 have fallen short 
I may be nearer my ideal. Experience ought 
to render me fitter to serve you, ami I trust 
still to cultivate that meekness of wisdom, that 
single heartedness, and that oneness with you 
all in Catholic spirit and effort, which 1 have 
always regarded as the human secrete of a Me­
thodist preacher’s strength, while in close and 
thorough dépendance upon the Rock that is 
higher, 1 ask sufficient grave of Him to whom 
is all the glory. As to the conduit of Con­
ference business, you know what we should do.
1 have been reading Mr. Bradburn’s Rules for 
his own guidance, which were thought to be so 
advisable that the British Conference adopted 
them. Will you indulge me while I read them, 
ami whether you ado|i^ikem or not, ] will try 
to make them mine.

1. Be tender of the character of every bro­
ther ; hut keep at the utmost distance from 
countenancing sin.

2. Say nothing in Conference but what is 
strictly necessary and to tbe point in hand.

3. If accused by any one, remember recrimi­
nation is no acquittance, therefore avoid it.

4. Beware of impatience of contradiction : tie 
firm, but be ojien to conviction. The cause is 
God s and needs not the hands of an Uzzah to 
support the ark. The being too conscious of a 
point, because you brought it forward is only 
feeding self . Be quite easy if a majority decide 
against you.

5. Use no craft or guile to gain a point. 
Genuine simplicity will always support itself. 
But there is no need always to say all you know 
and think.

fi. Beware of too much confidence in your 
own abilities, and never despise an opponent.

7. Avoid all lightness of spirit, even what 
would be innocent anywhe\ else. 'Thou God 
seest me !

8. Do all things as in the immediate presence 
of God.

If these Rules are carried out hv us. not only 
will our Conference business be transacted witli 
a dignity befitting the highest Court of our 
Church, but our Session may be, to each one of 
us, a blessed means of grace. Again I thank 
you heartily for your renewed confidence inline, 
and J ask your continued prayers that we may 
all be guided in the way of truth.

Rev. A. Sutherland, the newly elected 
Secretary, said that he was not often at a los* 
for words when called to the discharge of his 
pulpit duties ; but be certainly felt at a loss for 
words to express all he would like to say on the 
present occasion. He could not regard the 
present honor conferred on him hv his brethren 
as a reward for either long or faithful services 
rendered to the connexion—he was vet a com­
paratively young man ; he regarded it rather as 
an expression of the unwearied kindnesses 
which be had uninterruptedly shared during the 
fifteen years of his ministerial life among them. 
He would try and faithfully fulfil these new 
duties imposed upon him, lie hoped to the satis­
faction of the Conference.

THE CO-DKLKGATE.
The President was very happy to continu the 

wishes expressed by last vear’s Conference— 
wishes that he would always be glad to respect 
—m asking Rev. Dr. Evans to take his place 
on the platform as his Co-Delegate.

Dr. Evans expressed his gratitude to God 
for continued mercies, and to his brethem for 
this proof of their esteem and kindness. He 
was reminded that he was the only surviving 
man now in the active work of the ministry, of 
all the brethem that had been in the first Con­
ference at which he entered the ranks of the 
itinerancy. 11c w«iul«l not feel the office of co- 
dclegate a burden, and for thi» reason, that the 
human ubiquity of the eloquent President had 
made him so entirely conversant with the whole 
work as to leave little to lie done by his co­
adjutors.

Dr. Ryerson, said he addressed tlie Con­
ference with unaffected diffidence, inasmuch as 
the resolution which he waa about tf> read might 
not be fully in harmony with the feelings of 
their honored President. It was a resolution 
somewhat unusual in its character, but the cir­
cumstances connected with it were also unusual. 
He briefly referred to the untiring labors and 
beneficial services of the President during the 
paat year—services that were as widespread as 
our Dominion ; and he thonght that the whole 
Conference ami Connexion were under lasting 
obligation to Mr. Punshon for those services. 
He concluded by moving a comprehensive and 
highly eulogistic resolution, referring to the 
various important services which Mr. Punshon 
had rendered the Church, ecclesiastically as 
well as financially, during the past year, expres­
sing the earnest prayer of the Conference for 
his future welfare and usefulness.

Rev. James Elliott, <*x- Prcsideut, had 
great pleasure in seconding the Resolution. 
He rejoiced in having the opportui itv of expres­
sing his full concurrence in its sentiments. 
It met the case, ami covered the whole 
ground.

Rev. Dr. Wood very cordially supported 
the Resolution. He thought that wo had 
special reasons to adopt it. It was no small 
favour conferred on us to have the continu­
ous presence and services of such a President 
among us. We have had other distinguished 
brethren, members of the English Conference, 
who have presided over our annual delibera­
tions, and whose duties have called them away 
from us immediately on the close of Confer­
ence : hut our gifted brother is, for the time 
being, one of ourselves, ami freely accords to 
us the entire benefits of his eminent and con­
secrated gifts.

Rev. Dr. Green heartily expressed his 
willingness to vote for the resolution, and. ac­
cording to his ability, to practice it too.

The Rev. Dr. Evans, Co-Delegate, put the 
resolution, which was very cordially adopted 
by the Conference.

The President, on being presented with the 
thanks of his brethren for his valuable and 
willingly rendered services to the varied claims 
and interests of our connexional interests, said 
that the resolution was not wholly in accord 
ance with his own teelings ; hut if he wished 
the Conference to accept the resolution as it 
stood he would do violence to his own feel­
ings. In reference tu one part of the resolu­
tion hv would wish that nothing might have 
been said, and that was on the point of giv­
ing. He had long years past adopted the 
principle of systematic benificence, and as long 
as he acted upon that principle he had never 
lacked he wherewith to give.

married men it is §336. In only one instance 
is there a deficiency on the item of aalarr. and 
that is tbe inconsiderable »um of §37. The 
higbe.it salary paid to any of the married men 
is §1,420, and the lowest is §698.

On liehalf of the various Connexional Funds 
the sum of §3,450 has Iteen raised ; and for the 
Missionary department of the (’hurch’» opera­
tions about 8,000 has been contributed. To­
wards Church building and extension—exclu­
sive of the acquirement of the Magill Square 
property, whn h cost $26.000,—the sum of 
$12,040 has been subscribed, and to aid infui^ 
rushing parsonages nearly $1,000 ha» been 
raised. There U, in addition, the ordinary cost 
ot wear and tear on the Church edifices, such 
a» lighting, heating, insurance, sextons’ sala­
ries, Ac. — Daily Recorder.

THE MEETING OF CONFERENCE.

The annual meeting of the ministers of our 
Church in Conference is an event of no ordi­
nary interest. It never grows hackneyed, or 
loses its attraction. The hoary veteran who 
has attcndeiI many ( ’(inferences comes up to 
the great annual gathering with unabated in­
terest . There are many circumstances which 
invest the meeting of Conference with this un­
failing charm. The re-union of old friends, 
who have been associated under various circum­
stances in the past, kindles many pleasing 
recollections of other days. Many of the 
younger mcinlicrs of the Conference recognize 
in senior members present the men through 
whose instrumentality they received the saving 
knowledge of the truth, and were bought into 
the Chun h of God. Tt is impossible fur men 
who battled and struggled together in dauger 
and hardship in the olden days of pioneer lift 
to meet without the stir of emotions of gratitude 
at the changes and iuiprovvmcnts that have 
taken place in the condition of the work of God, 
and the mercy that has preserved and sustained 
them through long years of toil and eventful 
vicissitude.

Important interests arc always to lie decided 
in the Annual Conference. Apart from the 
many subjects to be discussed, affecting deeply 
the prosperity of the work of God, the fact 
that a large number of the ministers and preach 
ers receive an appointment to some new field 
of labor, must always prevent indifference on 
the part of those who are so seriously affected 
by the decisions of the Conference.

Though to quite a number the session of 
Conference is a time of severe and exhausting 
labour, to many it is a season of pleasant re­
laxation from severe and protracted toil, to a 
large number the only vacation in the year 
Nor is the extent tu which the Conference is a 
training school, in our doctrine, discipline and 
usages, among the least of it» advantages. It 
is impossible for the younger mendier» of Con­
ference to witness* the orderly despatch of busi­
ness, the discussions anti decision# on points of 
Church law, and the doctrinal examination of 
the young ministers, without being greatly edi 
tied and better prepared fur their work.

THE TORONTO DISTRICT.

The Toronto District embraces sixteen C 
cuits, live of which are included in the City ot 
Toronto; and the following statistic'», gleaned 
from the Secretary's book, may be of interest 
to the Wesleyan reader.

On the District there are 3«i ordained and 1 tro 
ordained men ; 75 lox-al Freaehers, 1X1 Class 
Leaders. 108 Stewards, 1047 Church Member#, 
14,500 stated hearers, 77 church edifices, and V 
other preaching places.

Ot the ministerial force there are Iff married I 
and 8 unmarried men, in the pastoral work pro­
per ; and for their support the Circuit contri­
buted during the year the sum ufc $18,005.; 
The average salary of each of the m*ried men I 
is within a fraction of §l,0o0, and unthe un-

A SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON PRE­
PARED BY MR. MOODY.

The lesson was about the “ King’s Supper.” 
described inJLukexfv. 15-24. Teachers had 
been instructed that there would be no teaching 
bv them. Some twenty-three questions had 
been prepared by Mr. Moody, and distrilmied 
among as many teachers, with instruction» 
which were unknown to each oilier—to ask them 
of him after the reading of the Scriptures.

Mr. Moody announced to the children that 
lie had an invitation for them to come to a great 
supper made by a certain king, and he wanted 
to read it to them. Then, from manuscript, he 
read the account above referred to. Instant 
upon it» close a teacher arose and asked :

Whore table will the supper be at ?
Mr. Moody replied :
The King's sou, sir, said, 4* That ye may eat 

and drink at my Father’s table in my kingkum.’ 
Luke xxii. 30.

Then aaother teacher inquired : ‘^Whom 
does lie invite ? ”

'The Spirit and the Bride say come, and let 
him that heareth say come, and let him that is 
athirst come, and whosoever will let him eome 
and take of tbe water ot life freely. Rev. xxii.
17.

(Question after question was asked, and as 
each one was propounded, the interest deepen­
ed and intensified. It became as though the 
parable had become real, and the multitude 
were anxious to know all about it. Its success 
was so great in awakening a new interest that 
we give, following, the remaining questions and 
their answer», believing that our Sabbath-school 
friends will thank us for so doing.

When and where is it to be ?
I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of 

the vine until that day when I drink it anew 
with you in my Father’s kingdom. Matt. xxvi. 
29.

Will the weather lie pleasant ?
Neither shall the sun light on them nor any 

heat. Rev. vii. 23.
The city has no need of the sun, neither of 

the moon to shine in it, for the glory ol God 
did lighten it and the Lamb is the light thereof. 
Rev. xxi. 23.

Who is going to be there ?
A great multitude which no man can number, 

of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, stood before the throne and tbe Lamb.
Rev. vii. 9.

Will it be free ?
Ho, every one that thirsteth, come yc to the 

waters, and he that hath no money ; come ye, 
buy wine and milk without money and without 
price. Isaiah Iv. 1.

Did it cost the king anything ?
Ye were not redeemed with corrruptihle 

things a# silver and gold. But with tbe pre 
ciouh blood ot Christ, as a lamb without blemish 
and without spot. 1 Peter j. 18, 19.

What shall 1 wear ?
After this I beheld and lo ! a great multitude 

stood before the throne and before tbe Lamb, 
clothed with white robes and palms in their 
hands. Rev. vii. 9.

Where shall I get the robe ?
And white robes were given unto every one 

of them. Rev. vi. 11.
What time will it break up ?
And they shall reign for ever and ever. Rev. 

xxi. 4.
Will 1 get tired ?
There the wicked cease from troubling, and 

there tbe weary are at rest. Jobiii. 17.
Will the society be pleasant ?
And there shall in no wise enter into it any 

thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketb a lie. but they which 
are written iu the Lamb’s book ol life. Rev. 
xxi. 27.

Will it lie healthy there ?
And the inhabitants shall not say I am sick. 

Isaiah xxii. 24.
Neither shall there be any more pain. Rev. 

xxi. 5.
Will there be any one then* to oppress me ?
'They hear not the voice of the oppressor. 

The servant is fret* from his master. ^Job iii.
18, 19.

Am I expected to take airy company with
me ? ,

Go out into the highway and hedges and 
compel them to come in, that iuy house may be 
filled* Luke xiv. 23.

Will there be any mu&n there ?
And they »iug the song of Moses, the servant 

of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: 
44 Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
(rod Almighty : just aud true are thy ways, thou 
King of saints.” Rev. xr. 3.

Will I lie a stranger there ?
Now therefore ye are no more strangers and 

foreigners, but fellow-citizens with tbe saints 
and of the household of God. Eph. ii. 19.

Is tbe way plain ?
And a highway »ha)l be there ami a way, ami 

it shall lie called. The way of holiness ; the un­
clean shall not pas# over it. but it shall lie for 
those the wayfaring men, though fools, shall 
not err therein. Isaiah xxxv. 8.

How long will it take me to get there ?
There is but one step between me ami death. 

1 Sami. xx. 3.
I know not the day of my death. Gen.

xxvii. 2.
How do I know whether the King will receive 

me or not ?
Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 

out. John vi. 37.
Is it necessary for me to decide at once 

whether I will accept this invitation or not ?

Behold now i# the accepted time behold 
uow is the day of salvation. 2 Cor. xi. 2

To-day if ye will hoar His voice, ha-den not 
your hearts. Hob. iii 15

Van I send a substitute ?
Every one of us #hall give an account of luu. 

self to God. Rom. xiv. 12.
Can 1 go late ?
Aud they that were read) went in with Hun 

to the marriage, and the door1 was shut, and 
afterward# also came other virgins, sax mg. 
Lord, Lord, open to us ; but lie answered and 
said. Verily l say unto you, l kuow you not 
Watch, therefore, tor w know neither tlie da> 
nor the hour wherein the ^
Matt. xxv. jtV 13. , —^ ti 4

Van 1 lie excused ?
As 1 live, saith the Lord God, l lux 

pleasure in tlie death ot the wicked; but thaï 
the wicked turn from his way aud.live, tutu 
ve, tnm from your evil way, for why will w 
die, <1 house of Israel f Eâpkie! xxxiii. 11.

THE WARM HAND OF SYMPATHY

44 He can he touched.” Tiff icv have reflect 
ed on it. we are scarcely aWatv. how much the 
sum of human happiness in this world is in 
debted to thi# otic feeling sympathy. Wo get 
cheerfulness aud vigour, wu scarcely kuow how 
or when, from mere association with our fellow 
men, and from tbu fooks reflected mi us of 
gladness aud enjoyment. We catch inspiration 
and power to go oo from human presence and 
from cheerful looks. The woman work» with 
additional energy having others by. The full 
family citric has a strength and lift' jieeiiliiiilx 
its own. The substantial good anti tfllbrtunl 
relief which men extend to one another is tri- 
Ying. It is not by these, hut by something far 
less Énstly, that the work i# done. God ha# 
insured it by a much more simple machinery 
He has given to tbe weakest and tbo (poorest 
power to coutrihute largely to tho common 
stock of gladness. The child’s smile and laugh 
are mighty powers iu this world. Whe.u be­
reavement has left you desolate, what subitan 
tial benefit is there which makes coiidolvun 
acceptable ? It van liestow upon vou nothing 
permanent But a warm hand has touched
yours, and its thrill told you that there was a 
living response there to your emotion One 
look, one human sigh, has done more for you 
than the costliest present could convey.— 
Thoughts for Weary Hours.

CHRISTIAN TREASURY

f Green Vasture* for the LotiVn block, by thr 
Rev. James Smith.)

“ llis soul Shall dwell at case. Ps. xxv. 13.
The man that fears God must hare faith in 

His word; love tu llis character; a desire to 
please Him io all things ; a fear to offend Him 
in anything ; a realization of His omniaeienoo ; 
and be looking forward tt> His appearing. Be 
loved, is this our chewier ? Is is said of such 
—44 His soul shall dwell it ease free from 
slavish fears—from rfoal-distressing cares and 
anxieties—in a state of contentment and solid 
peace. And well he may ; for he has God for 
hia portion—the Eternal Covenant for 1ns stay 
—tbe precious promises as his security —the 
glorious atononiont for hia plea—a complete 
salvation for hia shield-—Providence a# hi# 
triend—(.’hrist tut his constant Advocate, Cap­
tain, and Man-of-war—daily fellowship with 
(rod as hi# relief—anti heaven aa his final home. 
His soul shall lodge or dwell in goodness : so 
some read H. 'The goodno*» of God is the 
storehouse of every Messing, and will stqqily 
his every want—silence all his fear#- contra­
dict all his unbelieving doubts, and exalt him 
to peace and honour. Beloved, let us not be 
anxious about anything, but easting all our 
cares upon God, let us dwell at case.

Ones ibe world was all my tfemure, ;
Then the world my heart posne-sed ;

Now 1 taste sahlimer pleasure,
Since the Ixwd has made me blest ;

1 ran witness,
Jesu* gives his people rest.

WORK A LITTLE HARDER, BROTHER
MT Kiev. 1». W. C. Ml X MM.T(>N, U. D.

M/ liroÜKtr. of the laity, I yi»t now in.-au 
Are tlie prayer-meetings tliinly atiemleil anil 
dull ? I» there but little lightning and thunder 
in the pulpit? Are your children and your 
neightiour-» children growing up uncoiii'eiied ? 
Are you, ami in your minintcr, nornewhat dii- 
couraged ? Do you want a revival? Work u 
litl/e hartlrr.

A little more work in the cloaet and hy the 
wayside. Shorten the morning nap. Resist 
the •• I’m tired,’’ and the “ it> too late.” 
Hurry a little, and save time for a call and a 
prayer at the next door. !,eave Ihe cigar and 
Lake a package of handbill tracta, firing a new 
man with you lo the prayer-meeting. Call once, 
twice, ten time, for that backalider. He will 
go with you very *000. Hold faut to bis soul. 
You are sent, not merely to clear you^ skirts of 
his blood, not to case your conscience only-, but 
to save him.

Do your beat to tone up the prayer and class 
meetings to a definite amt and t sharp at Higgle
Sing a little leaa about dying up to heaven and 
more about flying around on earth.

Do not wait for etliera to act. Ix:ad ufl-. not 
wait to be pulled or pushed. Work harde,t 
when things are moat sluggish. Lose no time 
or opportunities in waiting for mass movements. 
Minds are not moved in masses except in com­
mon crises of thought or feeling. Uod gives 
to but few of his children the power to move 
multitudes at once. He gives them all power 
to do something.

Banish forever the mischievous idea that, 
because you an- not a preacher, a -las. leader, 
or a missionary, that therefore you have noth­
ing to do. The notion that, if you-bad greater 
gift», or a different position, you would be all 
ready for hard work, is a deception. It is " lie 
that is faithful in that which is least,” “ who is 
faithful also in much.’’ God emphasizes little 
things. “ A cup ol cold water,” *• two mîtes,” 
arc tbe contributions which heaven rewards, 
(tod feeds the sparrows and superintends their 
(all. The bulk of human life is made up of lit- 
tles. Men who stand waiting for a chanee to 
make a fortune at a stroke, die in poverty, or, / 
what is worse, iu sin; perhaps in both. Thy
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