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DOES GOD EXIST ? WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY
—A 5D-A Simple Bui Powerful Leeeon From 

the Great Archbishop Fenelon. The Catholic Record for One Year
$4.00.Fenelon, the great and the good 

Archbishop of Cambray, whoso name is 
honored even by the irreligious, was 
walking one evening with a child con 
tided to his fatherly care.

The heavens glittered with a thou 
sand stars. The horizon was still 
gilded bv the last rays of thesetting sun. 
All nature was at rest, beautiful and 
sublime. The child asking what hour 
it was, he drew out his watch.

“ What a beautiful watch, Monseig­
neur !” said bis young pupil, 
you allow me to look at it ?”

The Archbishop gave it to him, and 
as the child examined it closely, “it 
is a very singular thing, my dear 
Louis, ' said Fenelon calmly, “ that that 
watch made itself. ”

“ Made itself ?” repeated the child, 
looking at his master with a smile.
“Yes, entirely alone. A traveler 

found it in seme desert, and it is quite 
certain that it made itself.”

“That is impossible,” young Louis 
answered. “ Monseigneur is laughing 
at me.”

“ N), my child, I am not laughing 
at you. What is there impossible in 
what I have said ?”

“ But, Monseigneur, a watch could 
never make itself !”

“ And why ?”
“ Because so much precision is 

needed in the arrangement of the 
thousand little wheels which cause ita
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mmotion and make the hand, keep time, 
that it requires great intelligence to 
organize it, and even then very few 
men really tucceed in spite of all their 
pains. That such a thing could make 
itself is absolutely impossible. I shall 
never believe it. You have been de­
ceived, Monseigneur. "

Fenelon embraced the child and point • 
ing out to him the starlit heavens 
above their heads, he asked : “ What
will you say then, my dear Louis, of 
those who pretend that all the wondrous 
heavens have not only made themselves 
but preserve themselves in an un 
broken order, and that there Is no 
God?"

“ Are there truly men so foolish and 
so wicked as to say that ?” asked Louis.

“ Yee, dear child, there are there 
who say it ; few in number, thank
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“ But are there any who believe it ?”
“I can scarcely credit there are, 

considering how entirely they must do 
violence to their reason, their hearts, 
their instinct and their good sense be­
fore they can maintain such an opin­
ion. If it be evident that a watch can­
not make itself, is it not far more evi­
dent of a man himself, by whom 
watches are made ? There was a first 
man, for all things have their begin­
ning, aud this beginning is universally 
attested by the history of the human 
race. It is certain, then, that some 
one made the first man This some 
one is that Being who made all things, 
who has Himself been made by no one 
and whom we call God. He is infinite, 
for there is no limit to His being ; He 
is eternal, that is to say, infinite in 
duration, without beginning and with­
out end ; almighty, .just, good, holy, 
perfect and infinite in all His perfec­
tions. He is everywhere and invisible 
and no one can fathom His marvels. 
It is in Him we live and move and 
have our being. He is our first prin­
ciple and our last end ; and true happi­
ness, both in this world and the next, 
is to know Him, to love Him and to 
serve Him."

Such was the beautiful lesson that 
the illustrious Archbishop of Cambray 
gave to his little companion. He gave 
it to us also, and we may profit by it to 
remark once again on the foolishness 
of those miserable men who dare to 
doubt the existence of God —Sacred 
Heart Review.
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sacrificing devotion of our own young 
men to their mothers to longer doubt.

Some critics have been a little severe 
on the Catholic young man on the 
score of his being unrefined and un­
couth. Well, let us frankly acknowl 
edge he may not be quite as elegant as 
bis convent bred sister. He has not 
had time for it. He has in many cases, 
been working that his mother might 
have a more comfortable livelihood, or 
that Eliza or Mary might go on with 
their ’ologies, might learn to play 
Chopin, or even, so far advanced may 
we become to trip gracefully the polka 
or the two step. Maybe the Catholic 
young man has a few faults in this re 
gard, hut as between the two, all will 
prefer a “ hustler " to a “ dude."

The C. Y. M. wants to get ahead in 
the world ; ho wants to make money— 
a quite laudable end—for money means 
power, end power can be used for good; 
he wants to make a name for himself, 
to succeed in business ; he wants, above 
all, to stand for the Right and the 
Truth. He wants to be a good citizen ; 
he wants to stand for honest govern­
ment; he wants to be a loyal American.

Here is Gladstone's message to young 
men, and world over it applies to them 
all :

driven out of their own land and scat­
tered in a forlorn condition among 
strangers. Some idea of what they 
have done for religion and morality 
may be had by the close observer who 
takes an accurate estimate of the relig­
ious and social status of the Celtic race 
in Montreal, Toronto, Kingston, Hali­
fax, Quebec, St. John, N. B., Hamil 
ton, London, Peterborough and all the 
other thriving dioceses in the Domin­
ion. But the most significant fact in 
this connection is the steady rise and 
progress of Catholicism even in the 
great so called Protestant province of 
Ontario, where, in its earlier stages, 
the Catholic religion encountered the 
very strongest opposition from the 
early Anglican settlers, who vainly 
strove to preserve that part of Canada 
for the followers of Luther, Knox, etc.

Especial efforts were made to keep 
the Protestantism of Toronto intact ; 
but even that could not be accom 
plished, for Catholicism gained a foot­
hold there long years ago, and to day 
the Cathedral parish alone counts some 
5,000 souls. Not far behind are the 
immense congregations of St. Mary's, 
St, Paul's, St. Basil's, St. Patrick’s, and 
then follow the prosperous if smaller 
parishes of Our Lady of Lourdes, the 
French Canadian church on King 
street ; St. Joseph's, Leslleville : St. 
Helen's. Brockton : Very Rev. Dean 
Bergin's flock at Toronto Junc­
tion, and closely are those of Weston 
and Dixie. Besides, the city has its 
full equipment of couvents, Catholic 
schools, hospitals, the great charitable 
House of Providence, and a full comple­
ment of institutions ot charity and lit 
erarv aud benevolent societies, as use­
ful aud efficient as any on the contin 
eut.

CATHOLICISM IN CANADA.CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN.
Ite Rapid Progress and Firm Founda­

tions-SI rung Parishes—Bright Out­
look,

Catholic Columbian.
With tactful and graceful pen a 

charming young lady contributor ex­
presses these opinions regarding the 
subject of our latest symposium : 

nalltle* Moat Admired In Our Catholic 
Young Men.

Chivalry need not be wholly a mas­
culine virtue. There has been such a 
wail of late over our Catholic young 
man that it seems only chivalrous to 
say a word in his defense.

He is “ours" to begin with, and 
that is something, as a sturdy mother 
said martially of her bow-legged child. 
(Y. M , we apologize !) Not that the 
Catholic young man is usually bow 
legged ; far from us to raise so igno­
minious a suspicion. On the contrary 
he is, as a rule, far better built, 
stronger, more manly than many 
of his fellow citizens. To begin with, 
he has had, at least it is to be hoped he 
has had, a good and virtuous father 
and mother, a father aud mother to 
whom marriage has been a divine 
sacrament aud not a contract to be dis 
solved at will, to whom the advent of a 
child has been a sign of God's blessing 
and benediction and not—alas ! that it 
should ever happen,—an irksome bur­
then reluctantly borne.

The Catholic young man has had the 
advantage of a Christian home, of an 
education in which God has not been 
left out ; how can he bo otherwise than 
the peer of any man on earth ? He 
has been saved by the teaching of the 
Church as well as by common sense, 
from that delusion by which many are 
blinded, namely, that the sowing of 
wild oats can over bo a profitable crop.

Catholic Union and Times.
To the student of Church history it is 

not surprising that the advance of 
Catholicity in Canada should be rapid, 
steady and enduring, considering that 
its early foundations were securely 
laid by the zealous French missionar­
ies, who left the comforts and civiliz­
ation of their own land to carry the 
saving Gospel word to the rude In 
dian tribes who occupied the wild 
forest lands in the newly discovered 
country. But the separation from 
home was only the first step in the 
long and painful series of sacrifices 
which the holy men had to endure for 
the sake of Christ. The savage and 
blood-thirsty red man of the woods re­
garded the ministers of God with aver­
sion, and looked upon them as despoil 
ers and invaders who had no right to 
set foot upon the aboriginal territory 
—consequently the intrepid missionary 
fathers had to endure untold suffer­
ings, tortures and death at the hands 
of the wild hordes they sought to bring 
under the influence of religion, and 
untamed as they were they had dis­
covered enough to see that no human 
soul could withstand the cruelties 
heaped upon their holy converters, uu 
less they had received spiritual 
strength from above.

The Indians, who always had some 
vague notiou of the existence of a 
supreme being, or, in their phrase, 
Great Spirit, began to realize more 
vividly that there must he such an 
over ruling Providence, and that those 
holy men whom they had treated so 
barbarously were His ambassadors, 
bearing to them messages of peace and 
eternal salvation. Tnese gleams of 
supernatural light tailing upon the 
savage breast softened and Christian­
ized it and thenceforward their wicked 
attitude was changed into one ot love 
and reverence for the priests whocam»- 
to minister to their spiritual welfare. 
Before any appreciable conquests to the 
true faith had been made however, 
many of the heroic Jesuit missionaries 
bad laid down their lives only to take 
up the martyr's crown, and never was 
more forcible lesson taught or clearer 
proof given of the truth of the fact, 
that “the blood of the martyr is the 
seed of the Church,” for upon the 
dearly bought foundations Catholicism 
sprang up and flourished with almost 
incredible rapidity.

Of course, old Quebec was then, as it 
still is, the central point of Catholicity 
in New France. Within its sacred walls 
holy nuns from Paris established con­
vents, hotels Dieu, educational and 
charitable institutions, wherein the 
pure gospel truths of faith, hope and 
charity were zealously taught and 
scattered broadcast over the infant 
colony. This impetus having been 
given to the civilizing aud Christian 
izing movement, it went gloriously 
forward, adding strength to strength 
aud conquest to conquest. Nor did 
ihe courageous Jesuits content them 
selves with planting Christ's kingdom 
in New France alone, for Marquette 
and his reverend co-missionaries pen­
etrated as far as the Rocky Mountains, 
and into the Mississippi, planting the 
standard of salvation a'ong their route 
and leaving behind them enduring 
memorials of their holy work and un 
tiring efforts for the propagation of the 
true faith.

A period came, howete in the new 
Catholic French colony, when national 
events took place which threatened to 
stay the onward march of Catholicity.
I here refer to the English conquest 
but even this untowaid event had not 
the power to stop the growth and in­
fluence of the Church in the conquered 
colony. In truth and fairness to the 
conquerors it must be stated that Eng 
land dealt with the conquered in a 
broad spirit of liberality, and accorded 
to them their religious and educational 
rights, while she also left them their 
laws and constitutional privileges. All 
of these were duly guaranteed by 
treaty compacts between France and 
England, but the latter's interpretation 
of the various clauses of the agreement 
were humane and liberal.

While historical fact demands this 
acknowledgment, there can be hardly 
a doubt that the Protestant victors 
hoped to turn the colony into a verit­
able Anglican stronghold, second only 
to Britain herself in its adoption and 
adherence to the new form of worship 
as by law established. This was a mis­
calculation, for the Christian inhabit­
ants of French Canada were thoroughly 
fixed in the precepts and principles of 
the true religion, aud they had besides 
before their mental vision the memory 
of what hardships their forefathers had 
endured for the faith, and the thrilling 
impression left by the conduct of the 
early Jesuit martyrs was still alive. 
Fortified by the recollection of these 
by-gone acts of Christian bravery, the 
French Canadian race have unflinch­
ingly clung to the sacred religion of 
their fathers. As time went on and 
Catholic Ireland kept sending nut her 
missionary priests and true Catholic 
peasantry, a certain proportion of them 
made Canada their adopted country, 
and into whichever village or hamlet 
those lay missionaries entered it forth­
with became a center of Catholicity. 
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I
; “Be sure that every one of you 

has his place and avocation on this 
earth and that It rests with himself to 
find it. Dj not believe those who too 
lightly say that nothing succeeds like 
success. Effort — honest, manful, 
humble effort—succeeds by its reflected 
action, especially in youth, better than 
success, which, Indeed, too easily aud 
too early gained, seldom serves, like 
winning the first throw of the dice, to 
blind aud stupefy. Get knowledge— 
all you can. Be thorough in all you 
do, remember that though ignorance 
may often be innocent, pretension is 
often despicable. But you, like men, 
be strong, and exercise your strength 
Work onward and upward, and may 
the blessing of the Moot High soothe 
your cares, clear your vision, and 
crown your labors with reward."

So says the great statesman of Eng­
land, the Grand Old Man, to young 
men.

j

To see life ! What has it, in vulgar 
estimation, come to mean ? Not life 
that is noble and grand aud soul stir­
ring, not a life of high ambitious and 
lofty aims, but a life whose first intoxi­
cation glosses over the brutalitiess and 
bestialities beneath. “ Wine, women
and song !” cried Luther, and women 
have been resenting that they should 
have a place in the trio over since.

How many a man who has come at 
last into man's estate who has met and 
reverenced and loved, if he still is 
capable of it, the one woman whom the 
Lord intended for him, has been 
ashamed, has despaired of offering her 
the husks of a degraded heart, arid has 
cried out in anguish and sorrow :
“ Would to God it had been different!” 
And so young lives have been broken, 
hearts once destined for each other 
have been reft apart. Women that 
might have been happy wives and 
mothers, now disillusioned in their 
heroes, must perforce take up their 
lives again, and in work for their 
hands find ease for their hearts. All 
because of this unhappy notion that a 
young man must “ see life !"

It reminds one of that story of the 
young man who was talking to the 
pilot on one of our big steamers.

“ How long, " he asked, “ have you 
been pilot on these waters ?”

The old man replied :
“ Twenty live years ; and I came up 

and down many times before I was 
pilot.”

“ Then," said the young man, 
should think you must know every 
rock and sand bank in the river."

The old man smiled at the youth's 
simplicity, aud replied :

" Oh, no, 1 don’t ; but I know where 
the deep water is."

That is what wo want to know—the 
safe path and how to keep it. That is 
what the Catholic young man knows, 
and if he does not always keep it ha is 
the exception rather than the rule. 
And so when he comes to marry he is 
able to offer to his wife what ho expects 
of her, an unsullied heart ; and there 
is every reason to hope that such a 
marriage will be a happy one.

Nowhere do the virtues of the Catho 
lie young man shine forth more 
brightly than in his love making 
Reverencing all women, even the low 
est, how much more must he reverence 
the woman whom he hopes to call his 
wife, lie is manly, he is honorable, 
he does not, like our friend, our erst 
while friend Charley, who has been 
figuring recently in the columns of the 
Columbian, win a girl's heart, get her 
to promise to marry him, aud then 
sheepishly inform her that it has been 
all a mistake and that “ ho cannot 
leave his mother. " It is a question 
whether such a milk and watery youth 
could even support—not to speak of 
his mother and sisters—support him 
self. He ought to be still in a baby 
carriage and wearing a bib. The 
poor girl is indeed to be pitied who 
wasted all the precious freightage of a 
woman's love on a wight like that. 
She has one consolation If she has 
had him as a lover she will bo spared 
him ss a husband. That is much.

The typical Catholic young man 
does not act like that. He thinks be­
fore he speaks : a promise once given 
is Irrevocable, he loves “ deliberately, 
undisappointingly, fruitfully. He 
realizes what it is to win a womau's 
heart, and he is humble as well as 
proud for the gift in his keeping. He 
does not tell her of his love and at the 
same time that lie “ will never 
mar

Looking farther afield we see signs 
of increasing Catholic strength and in 
terests in all parts of the archdiocese 
which is so ably administered by the 
eminent Archbishop Walsh These 
simple facts show to the impartial oh 
server that no matter how truth may 
be beset with obstacles It will ultiroae- 
ly prevail against error. This has 
been made clear in Canada, and no less 
so in the United States. Let us take as 
an illustration the New England states, 
wherein Protestant Puritanism was 
wont to boast of its religious unction 
and conquests. In these same terri­
tories to-day we hear of Anglican 
divines complaining of lack of spiritual 
fervor among their flocks, aud some of 
them assert positively that they cannot 
draw into their weekly services more 
than 18 per cent, of t reir congregations. 
It is alleged that this would be too high 
an average to expect in attendance in 
the Anglican churches of the Empire 
City, in Chicago, San Francisco or in 
any other city or town in the Republic.

lt is due to Protestantism to say that 
it still maintains its reputation for ‘ ‘re 
spectabilitv " and material prosperity, 
but as an instrument or factor in the

And so say we all.
M. J. 0.

' Secrete of Succeee.
What is the surest road to success ? 

How to store up a great fortune ? 
Questions of unfailing interest to all 
persons in the city of work and wealth, 
In the greater New York, that is, 
where there are, it has been estimated, 
over 1,000 millionaires. There are, 
besides these, many men not million- 
aries yet, whose turning capacity is 5 
per cent, a year on $1,000,000, or 
$50.000. It was among these classes 
that a Sunday Journal reporter went 
in ask the question, “ How to Become 
Wealthy ?” Among the replies the 
following were received :

HE HONEST ANII WORK HARD.
The Chemical National Bank :

Honesty and industry will accom 
plish everything. G. G. Williams
WORK, SAVE AND PRACTICE KINDNESS
Ritch, Woodford, Bovee & Wallace, 18 

Wall St.:
Work hard, save your money and 

always do a kind turn to vour neigh- 
Stewart L. Woodford.

SUCCESS IN THREE WORDS.
Office of R. H. Macy & Co., Sixth 

Avenue, corner of Fourteenth St.: 
Honesty aud perseverance.

Nathan Strans.

religious or conscientious world it has 
lost power over the minds aud hearts 
of the people, and it will lose still mors 
as reason and conscience obtain greater 
sway. Honest and pure religion, 
much more than “ honest money ” Is a 
thing to be seriously contended for. 
Dross as the latter is, it is at present 
occupying the American mind, 
former vital question which lastingly 
concerns man's highest interests, will, 
no, doubt, be given deeper considéra 
tion in the ages to come.

“ I The

bor.

Wm. Edison.

Discontent
MASTERY OP DETAILS AND ORIiANIZA 

TION.
We shall never be contented until 

we get to heaven and possess God, for 
He is that unknown happiness fur 
which our hearts continually hunger.

But there are two kinds of discon­
tent—the one good, the other bad.

There is a discontent that, while 
submissive to Divine Providence, is re­
solved to get along in the world, if 
possible, and is therefore patient, 
hopeful, industrious. It is not satis 
fled to live in tqualor if it can gain 
decorous surroundings. It seeks a 
home aud a competence, yes, even 
riches, but always honestly, and sub 
ject to the will of God, and with a pur­
pose to make a good use of its acquisi - 
lions.

There is a discontent that expresses 
itself in grumbling, that is irritated 
towards the Lord because He does not 
remove it from its narrow circum 
stances, that is bitter in its envy of 
prosperous neighbors, that never 
makes an act of resignation, that will 
not practice thrift through self denial, 
that is easily discouraged and hardly 
fortified to struggle, that has no am­
bition, that cannot see a bright side, 
that will not make the best of what it 
has, that is dirty and noisy and un­
happy and quarrelsome.

As a rule this is true : Unless we 
have a vocation elsewhere, then where 
we are is the best place for us to begin 
to work out our destiny according to 
God’s plan for us and to save our souls 
by doing our present duty according 
to His will, leaving Him to send us 
sickness or health, fame or shame, 
wealrh nr poverty, ss shall please Him.

Nothing in the world cau perfectly 
satisfy us. Presidents and million­
aires are still longing for the infinite. 
Happiness, so far as it can he reached 
here below, comes not so much from 
outside conditions but resides within 
mind and heart. The kingdom is 
within us. If our conscience is at rest, 
in a state of grace, all else is vanity. 
Trouble is sure. Every one has his 
cross. Discontent comes into the 
parleras well as the kitchen. Only 
before the great White Throne will it 
disappear forever. — Catholic Colum­
bian.

(Wires of the Metropolitan Street Rail­
way Co. :

The necessities for a successful busi 
ness life are a well founded, practical 
education: capacity for immediate solu­
tion of important and urgent questions, 
and perception of detail, with admin­
istrative faculty warranting an as­
sumption of complete control when 
opportunity affords.

:

H. II. Yreeland.
RE SOBER AND AVOID HAD I OMI'ANV.

Steinway & Sons, Manufacturers of 
Pianfortes :

Avoid bad company and intemper­
ance. Be unwavering in your hon­
esty, diligent, aud thoroughly master­
ing your chosen vocation, you will then 
be on the sure road to success.

William Steinwav.
HONOR, INDUSTRY AND JUSTICE. 

Bloomingdale Brothers, Importers and 
Retailers, Third Avenue, 511th and 
(iOth Streets :

The surest road to success is to be 
honest, and all men will trust you ; 
honorable, and all men will believe in 
you ; industrious, aud all men will 
have confidence ill you : just, and all 
men will admire you. Be alert, save 
part of what you earn so as to be 
always independent ; store your mind 
with useful knowledge and the world is 

E. W. Bloomingdale.
CONt r EN I At. WORK AND PATIENCE. 

Postal Telegraph Cable Company, Ex­
ecutive Offices, Postal Telegraph 
Building, New York :

Choose an occupation in which you 
feel genuine interest. Exercise pati­
ence and continuing industry. Bo 
honest, sober aud painstaking.

A. B. Chandler.

yours.

rv," ho does not, when met at first 
by refusal, spoil his persistence by sen­
timentality and spooning. He rever­
ences her too much to try to tempt her 
into doing what she, because of her 
more delicate conscience, might think 
wrong. It is easy to predict that love- 
making like this will be crowned with 
wedded joy.

Indeed it is one of the shining char­
acteristics of the Catholic young man, 
his reverence for womanhood. The 
young man who loves and cares for his 
mother will love and care for his wile, 
mid the young man who does not care 
fur his mother—let all girls beware 
ot any desire to be his wife. Aud we 
hire too many instances of the self-

A Timely Reminder.
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