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We publish with much pleasure tke
following lecture which, as the rev,
lecturer says, expresses the view: of ex-
perienced and devoted educators, aud
will impart to our readers the result of
twenty years’ personal observation. The
discourse, bearing on a topic of euch par-
smount importance, especially in our
times, will no doubt be read and medi-
tated with particular attention, surely
not without profit :

My Lotd Bishop, Very Reverend Ad
ministeator, Revereud Fatbere, Dear Stu-
dents, Ladies snd Gentlemen—When
some fow days sgo this evening’s lecturer
was requested to sssume the tack of
addressiug you on the present occssion,
and of delivering the discourse wherewith
this season’s eeries of lectures in the col
lege of Ottawa was to be insugurated,
great was his embarracsment and long his
vsverlnq between acceptance sud refussl.
Consldering the character of the intelll.
gent sudience he was to meet and speak
to, taking lnto account, on the otber
hand, the responeibilities iccirred by bim
who undertakes to deliver an inaugural
address, he lastinctively ehared the feel
inge and state of mind of s certaln person
of whom Eog'and’s poet laureate says :

Bat a trouvle weighed upon her,

And perplexed her nighi and morn,

With the burden of an honor

Unto which she was no! bora.

Bat after further reflection and mature
deliberation it occurred to him that though
the andience were indeed a most intelli-
en® one, or rather because of the very
act that they were inteligeut, they would
also ba indulgent, and if for no other
motive, at least in conslderation of hie
good-will, he might expect to be kindly
recelved and treated mildly, so that the
occasion might form a fit one to sing once
more with the angels : “Glory be to God
1in the highest, and on earth peace to men
of good will.” (Lukefi,14)

Among the many subjects that lay
within hie reach, and that might presam.
ably not have failed to prove interesting
for you, the lectarer thought that he
-hou{d, fo preference to all others, select
“The {intelligent snd moral training of
youth,” And this he did, fully aware of
the fact that the matter he intended to
treat was one oft before mooted, spoken
of, written upon, one that had beec the
theme of many conferences, pamphlets
and books. Yea, but one at the same
time of which it may truly be sald that it
is quite inexhaustible and that, though it
bas in previous epnchs been frequentiy
examined and debated, yet never bad it
been more seasomable to reconsider and
study it than in our own days. The
efforts made by impiety, immorality and
rationallsm to secure the absolute control
of the direction and formation of the
rislng generatlone, thelr eagerness to do
away with all Christlan icfluence in that
department of life, thelr misrepresenta-
tlon of the Church’s views on tbis poiat,
thelr wilful, deliberate and constant per
verslon of the true principles whereby
this important question should be rega
lated, all make 1t an obligation for us to
obaerve it carefally, discuss it frequently,
indeed busy ourselves about it unre-
mittingly.

Another motive that ied to the selection
and adoption of this subject was that the
present lecture was intended to inaugurate
& course of conferences to be given in an
educational establishment, in the presence
of young students, of thelr loving parents,
snd of 510 friends in general of Carittian
education.

Nothing, then, appeared to be better
suited to circumstances of time, place and
audience than the treating of “The intel-
lectual and moral tralning of you'h,”

That which is to be submitted to your
kind sppreciation this evening is notbing
more, in the eyes of the lecturer, than a
few plain and unpretending remarks and
observations, gleaued by him on the way,
durlag the course of & professorship that
has now lasted for the comparatively long
period of twenty years, grande mortalis acvi
spatium, & “large portion of human life,”
saye Tacltus, Yee, and thinking of the
dear dead and gone and of the very
limited numbar of the old college plo-
neers that have not yet been mowed down
by death or otherwise left the scene we
may add with the same author: “How
many bave fallen, and among them the
most distloguished ! whilst we, the few
survivors, not of others alone, bat, if I
may be allowed the expression, of our.
selves, find a vold of eo many yearsin our
lives, which has sllently brought us from
youth to maturity, frcm mature sge to
the very verge of life.” Tac Vita Agric
olae
Far from the lecturer Is the thought or
desire to make himeself “a master in
Israel” (Joan lii, 4) to mend or rectify
the proceedinge and methode of those
whom he deems to bs llkely more com-
petent than himeelf in the diflicult art of
teaching the young, or to impose his own
views upon others, His humble alm s
merely to hold a few moments converss.
tion with you on the important tople of
the tralning of youth, As has already
been stated, he pretends to bring with him
notbing more than a few gleanings
gathered in the fields of reminiscence and
reading. He means to eche, though ever
#o falntly, some of the utterances of
tbat great and experienced educa-
tor whom we all so deeply regret,
the venerable founder of this instituuon,
the lamented and revered Father Tabaret,
to reproduce, though ever so imperfectly,
some of his views, and to add thereto some
of the practical reflactions made by men
that have pertinently spoken of, or written
on this subject, aud finally to impart the
results and concluslons of personal experi -
ence.

May the sheaf made with these glean.
fogs and gatherlngs not be composed
wholly of thistles and useless weeds, but
contain some fow substantlal and nutr!
tious ears of corn deserving of being
picked out and utoraldl in the granary !

As this institution, like s0 many others
of the same kind, around us and abroad,
fs under the immediate supervielon and
direction and ministers of Christ, of priests

of the Chureh, it may not be amiss, before
undertaking the treating of the subject
proper, to premise a few remarks tonding
to +how the connection between priestly
and religlous vocation and the treatirg of
the young.

ben the first men 'bad been brought
lato existence by the Almighty, he stood
slone unipstiucted aod uneducated, in
the presence of his Crestor. There
eonl(r be no other tescher for him, there:
fore, than his own Msker, snd God Him-
solf, accordingly, taugbt him, and imparted
to his soul precepte, teachivgs and s gen-
eral knowledge of sll the things which he
needed to kuow ; and bis intellect and his
will, through that one elogle lesson, re
celved an {instruction end kept an
fmpression which his de:cendants were
to acquire or transmit at the coet
ouly of repeated lessons avd un-
ceasing lsbor. The Creator, thev, bas
been the firet fustitutor as aleo He bas
been the first Fatber. Avod just as He
hath committed to Hés creatures the duty
and the power to multiply themeelves by
begetting generations that wou!d, in the
course of time, cover the whole face of
the earth, inlike manuer He hath imposed
upon them the duty, transmitted to them
the right, to teach them. °*The duty of
teaching, then, {s for the father the fouuds
tion of his right to teach. And here let
ue notice that the first man recelved in
this regard an integral delegation from
God, whoee representative he wae, and
that he became at one and the same time
father and priest,
That concentration of temporal and
spiritusl authority in the person of the
father lasted for long centuries. It was
only after the development of the three
powers whereto msn is submitted in this
world, that the question arcee as to which
of three the right to teach belongs.
The answer to this question, if all parties
be candid and unprejadiced, presents no
diffizulty. Of the three distinct powers firet
mentioned, two are absolutely essentisl,
s0 much eo indeed that their non-exletence
cannot be concelved or imagined. Imean,
the paternal and the religious power. The
third, that ie, the civil power s only con:
tingent ; it may, under certain circum-
stances, exist or mnot exlet. Iandeed
it has not always existed, the other two
having for a long time sufficed for the
working of family and eocial life, even
after thelr full development. Let usadd,
too, that the civil power can exist only
when there are already numerous famil.
les, united by clvil and political bonds,
whereas the family exists from the very
time of creation, and has been, from that
moment, submitted to paternal and relig-
fous authority.
Religionus suthority s ftself nothing
elie than paternal authority in the splr
{tusl order. We Christlaue receive our
patural life from our parents, but it s
the Church, that brings us forth as sons of
od. Hence we lovigly call her our
holy Mother Church,
Bitween tbete two authorities there
csn be no conflict, no j:alous competition,
each of them baving its own respective
sphere wherein it moves and acts, that of
the father bearing upon thinge of the
natural order, and that of religion upon
things of the spiritual. With regard to
those points, however, wherein the spheres
ol the two confine, they mutually aseist
each otber in Christian socletiee.
The father then hath bzen enjsined to
teach bis children, and has been given the
right to do 8>, And that his task might
be the more easy for him, bis kind aud
mercifal Oreator has placed by his side a
companion, that might be for the little
ones a tescher of wonderful abiiities, and
whose place and office nobody could com
petently take and fill. I mean the
mother that bears the child In her womb,
feeds 1t with her milk, holds it in her
arms, and then temches It lessons that
will leave on ite mind an indelible impress,
an impress that will eventually re appear
and shine forth even though it may be
obscured and seemingly effaced for a

ime

Bat the Church too has been entrusted
with the duty acd the right to teach those
whom she has begotten by holy baptism,
avd who coneequently are her eons and
aughters, This we are even bound to
believe as & dogma of our faith : “Going
therefore teach ye =al! nations” (Matth,
xxvill, 19) “He that will not hear the
Ohurch let him be to thee as the heathen
and the publican” (Id. xvill, 17,) And by
these words it s not merely implled that
the Churck should teach naught but that
which affects supernatural concerns, but
all things that come within the range
of man's knowledge, Let no one,
however, be disturbed by the idea that
she will encroach upon the domsin of
secular teaching. The Church means to
be gullty of no usurpation or unlawful in.
truslon. She merely claime the right to
superintend and control the teachiug of
natural sclences, in so far as she may
thereby be enmabled effectually to watch
over the spiritual eafety and eternal salva-
vation of her children, And that this
may more easily and more certainly be
brought about she approves and blesses
the co-operation of her special sons and
daughters, I mean her priests and nuns,
{a that important work.

“Light was the first gift of the Creator
to mau,” says Father Thomas Burke, “He
sent His ‘epirit brooding on the water.’
He began the sublime work of creation
by msking light, ‘And God sald let
there be light and light was made’
‘Light’ exclalms the darkeuned soul, ‘glve
me light for earth, give me light for
heaven, glve me light for time, give me
light for eternity.” KEducation is as neces-
sary to the soul as food and clothing is to
the body. No matter how great the
genfus with which God may bave en.
dowed man, the pity is but the greater if
that geulus be undeveloped by eaucation.
Therefore it Is that the Catholic Church,
from the dey thbat ber divine Lord and
Spouse set her up to be light aud salvation
to the warld, has always baen the mother,
the loving, careful mother of education
and lvstruction, She has spread light
over the world, Jight not merely of divine,
bat of human konowledge. Everywhere
the bistory of the world tells us that
sanctity in the Cathollc Church went hand
in hand with learniog ” And after these
words Father Burke adduces as procfs of
his assertions, the foundation of so many
great universities in the Miidle Ages and
the learning that once prevalled to such a
wonderful degree in lreland, surnamed
“The Island of Scholars.”

—'Who could have Instructed the son of the
first man except the first man himself ?

The foregoing remarke that have fallen
from the llr and the pen of men evi-
dently familier and thoroughly acquainted
with the suhject we are at present treat
ing, will suffise, no doubt, to ensble all to
understand why priests and reliztous have
always been, and are still, so anxious to
take an active part in the tralning of
the young; it will suffice to explain
and justify the p bere as teach
and educators, of 850 many {athers who
devote themselves to their toilsome and
arduous task with ardent z3al and com-
plete abnegation,

It would remain for us to speak of the

natural relation between the State, the
third of the powers above alluded to, and
education. But the examination of that
important question would carry us far
beyond the limits within which we must
pecessarily confine ourselves, Ba it
enough to eay that the State hath never
received the mission to instruct and
educate youth, that it is destitute of all
competency todo 8o, The State has not
begotten the child, it is ignorant of its
particular wants, of ita special temper
and inclinations, and, above all, it has
peitber qualifications nor means to
enable that child to direct its steps
tonards, and finally attain, it super-
natural end, The duty and the rights of
the State in this respect then are clearly
defined by the very nafure of things.
“I¢ has nothing more to do than to help
and assist the great work of the educa
tion of the young. It may repress any
attempt against morals and the laws,
but can assign proper teachers sn1i enjoin
special methods in connection with such
matiers only as are intended to impart
direct knowledge for State affairs and
public departments ” (Mr Juste Guigon.)
We repeat it, then, the instruction and
education strictly belong to the parents
of the child and to the Church, The
father bas given the natural life to the
child, and the minister of the Church of
Obrist has imparted ioto bim a life
supernatural,and has accordingly become
his spiritual father, aad when, as takes
place with the teachers and educators
here in this college, parents confide their
children wholly and entirely to our care,
then do we truly hold the place of those
same parents, then must the priest
watch over these children with a faiher's
solicitude and & mother's unrivalled
affection,
This thought it was that the venerable
founder of this institution bore in mind
on a certain occasion which gave rise to
& rather comical incident. A gentleman
from all appearances, but imperfectly
acquainted with the mode of lite led by
a priest, one day came to Father Tabaret,
and on acocosting him said : “I see you
have a large and fine building here. sir,
I suppose you are the owner 1” “Yes,”
said the reverend father. *“Have you
aay family 1” “I bave.” ¢“Many chil.
dren !” “Oh yes,” ‘Might I &now the
exactnumber 1" “Something over three
hundred,” was the reply, 1t seems tbat
the gentleman’s mystification was com.
plete, and though be saw that the rev.
father’s shoulders were broad indeed,
yet he must have thought such a burden
to be just ae much as they could bear,
Whether Father Tabaret was right or
wrong in saying that all the pupils of
the college were his children, is a ques-
tion which as many as have known him
and lived under his care are ready to
answer, For whenever young men were
entrusted to him, every one knows with
what candor and what earnestness, he
might repeat the words of the acrip
tures : “I wiil be a father to you, and
you shall be my sons,” (ii Cor. vi, 18

worked upon, cultured,polished,adorned,
That is one of the two principal
objects for the attaioment of which
they have been sent to, and are for years
kept in the college by their devoted and
loving parents, and that too, not unfre.
quently, at the coet of self imposed and
silently.endured privations and toils the
full extent of which will probably never
ba realized by them in this world,

Yes, the young man must have his
mind, his intellectual fdculties trained
and developed, he must himeselt earnestly
and efficiently cooperate to that end,
and the undertaking in which both

upil and teacher thus bacome engaged
is & most important oge, one upou wbich
the former’s ss and happi in
the future in & great measure depend,
But it constitutes at the same time a
task the d'fliculty of wbich can scarcely
be exaggerated, To make an estimate
of this, you have but to consider what
preparations, both remocte and imme.
diate, are required from the teacher. A
remote preparation, we say, for his pre-
suming to train the minds of others pre-
supposes a thorough training of his own.
He muet, therefore, himself, have gone
through a course of studise more or less
extensive, according to the seotions of
iearning he intends to deal with, and
must besides bave a full control of that
special matter the knowledge of which
he desires to impart to his pupils. Nay,
there are departments thav border upon
his own, and unless light from the former
be thrown upon the latter, the teacher
will unavoidably be involved in & dim-:
ness and a groping that will cause utter
derkness and hampering in those under
his guidance, And these statements are
80 exact and s0 real that the truth of
them is at once and of necessity per.
ceived by the young man who has been
called upon to undertake the teaching
of & claes for which he was but imper
fectly prepared, as'by the force of uncon-
trollable circumstances it may sometimes
come to pass, See with what renewed
z2a), with what fresh ardor he gaves him
self up to the study of that division of
learning which he feels he must sbso.
lutely master. If the day be not long
enough, behold he is found bent over his
work late in the night, anon, in the small
hours of the mornivg.

And what sball we say of the imme-
diate preparation, I mean of that pre-
paration required by the task of to-
morrow or by that of the present day 1
Must not the coming lesson be exam:
ined, studied, reviewed, thoroughly
understood, and all its details and all
things connected with it so committed
to tbe mind aud to the memory that
the teacher may with truth say that bhe
has made them his own? Must he not
have 80 penetrated into the depths, so
measured out and travelled through the
whole breadth and range of the bearing
of the lesson to be given and explained,
that not a single word, sentence, allusion
or connection of it may be any longerin
volved in darknees or doubt, but that
every thing may be clearly and fully
brought out into light before the teacher,
who, on that condition only, will impart
to his pupils a clear and full understand.
ingof the same ! And again, uclees he
do s0, how will he be ready to answer all
the questions his pupils may ask of him
in reterence to the subject, aye, som3.
times, too, questions most quaint and un-
expected. Weall know how desperately
inquisitive boys will b2 (of girls and ladies
I torbear to speak in conuection with a
subjsct so delicate), what strange things
they at times inquire about, The'r dear
mamma will generally answer their firat

Yes, the true educator must ider
himseilf as the father of the child committ
ed to his tuition, and that is the light, too,
in which the parents view bim. Ah! what
trust they have in him when they thus
place in his hands, put under his charge,
that which after God they hold most
dear in this world ! Ask of tbat father
if he loves that child of his: “He’s all
my exercise,” he will answer in the words
of the immortal Shakspeare : “he’s my
mirth, my malter, my parasite my 8ol-
dier, statesman, all. He makesa July’s
day short as December.” (The winter's
tale.) Yee, the father will tell you thatin
his child are centred all the thoughts of
his mind, all the love of his heart, all the
hopes of his future here below, Aund if
such be the expressions used by the
father, what must we think those of the
mother would be were she requested to
speak in her turn and disclose her own
aftection } I surmise it was through fear
of a failure in the utterance that the poet
prepared to question the father. And
yet that little one so tenderly beloved is
left with the educator, is entirely con-
fided to his direction. Does not the
latter, therefore, herein enter upon an
agr t, most and most sacred,
whereby he binds himself to doall in his
power to enable the child to reach the
highest possible degree ot perfection in
all spheres, to develop, as much and as
far as his nature, talents and dispositions
will permit, the threefold life that is in
him, physical, intellectual and moral }
Yes, tor the whole childi has been
intrusted to his care, and he must con-
sequently devote himselt henceforth to
his voluntarily accepted labor with all
the ardor, all the generosity and all the
self danial whereot he is capable,

Of these three distinct portions of the
work to be accomplished by the educa.
tor, I mean to speak of the latter two
only, The first, that is to say physical
training, has often been epoken of before,
and that most elcquently, even by our
young friends themeelves, It is a sub.
Ject to which they seem to be partial, and
concerning which there ia very little left
thav they are not already perfectly aware
of, In that field, too, they have won
many honors ; and have been congratu-
lated and cheered on by the highest
authorities in the land, And, besides,
the task will still be quite weighty and
considerable enough, it the intended re.
marks be contined to intellectual and
moral training,

I,

To our youthful heroes in athletism,
then, and to their admirers, I would say
that if on the one hand, some one that
was evidently carrying favor with them
uttered the famous words: ¢ Moens sana
n corpore sano,” Shakspeare’s maxim ; on
the other hand, must not pass by them
unnoticed,

« **'Tis the mind that makes the body
rich.”

—Shakespeare.

Yes, their mind must be developed,

and d query, but ere long, afraid to
find herself nonplussed, she deems more
prudent to silence the troublesome
urchin and will say: “Pshaw! hold
your toogue, boy ! you don’t kaow what
you are talking about! you are silly !”
The boy will stare at his mother, but his
implicit taith in her and his great re-
spect for her person will prevent his
ever imagining that the fact of the
matter was that she was quite uapre
pared and unable to answer his question.
A teacher is not precisely in the same
position ; his pupils have generally grown
too old and to wise to ba satistied with
such evasions, and the more prudent
course for him after all is to prepare
himself for any emergency, at the cost
of no matter how muca labor and study,
Yes, the competent teacher, besides
having given due attention to a general
and remote preparation, will leave
nothing undone to prepare fully and
completely the task of each day. And
some are 8o convinced of the importance
of this, and will accordingly enter their
class-room so brimful of the subject to
be treated, that, if they be mnot on their
guard and forget to take all things into
consideration, they will wonder that
their pupils are not just as familiar with
that subject as they ttemselves are. Labor-
ing under this impression, it may happen
that a teacher will then grow impatient,
nay, at times, (for he is a man aud liable
to fall,) even betray his impatience out.
wardly, Ot course, a8 many know from
personal experience, that is mot pre-
cisely the most interesting feature nor
the most pleasing moment for the young.
But yet, because he is a well-meaning,
earnest, painstaking, conscientious
teacher, his students will kindly over.
look these momentary flurries of temper,
and will conuinue to esteem and love
him none the lees, Such is the privilege
of devotedness, self sacrifice and sincere
atfection.

But preparation, both remote and
immediate, is not the only condition
that will insure the teacher's success.
He will fail to reach the end he should
have in view, unless he be guided in all
his exertions by a great principle which
wmust be here briefly referred to. I mean
that he should constantly bear in mind
that his duty consists, not so much in
striving to make a learned man of his
pupil, as in enabling bhim to become such
by personal endeavors, in other words,
in teaching the young man to become
his own teacher, Such is the opinion of
Inchtitian whosays: “What else do we
purpose when we teach the young, than
that they may not always meed to boe
taught ?” (Iost Lib. il chap.5.)

No, surely a judicious teacher will not
imagine that he can in the space of four,
six or eight years, couvert the youth
under his direction into a thorough busi.
ness man, an accurate and copious
writer, a perfeot orator or a profound
philosopher. Aun attempt to do so

would involve a wvast expenditure of .

fruitless labor, and would inevitably re-
pult in » signal failure. But, on the
other hand, as we have already ssid, he
must not confine his efforts and his aim
1o the task of the day, and he should re-
member that the present work is
but a foundation to a coming super.
structure, but & meaus to attain an end.
Aud hence he may rest assured that he
has fauithfully dischsrged his duty,
accomplished that which was propm:i
to him, effected all that was usked of
him, when, after a few years, he can with
trath eay to his pupil: “You may go
now ; you require my aid no longer. I
have given you instruction, that is to
say, I have provided you with all the
instruments you may henceforth have
need of ; I have imparted to your mind
the general principles of knowledge ; go
now and apply them to any special
brauch of learning; dig, and you will
find the hidden treasure; exert yourself,
and success is yours,

And the principal and safest means &
teacher can make use of to bring avout
this happy and most desirable result,
will be to drill the minds ot his pupils
80 a8 to convince them of the neceeeitly
of close attention to their work and
habitual reflaction, Not a word, then,
not a sentence, not one conclusion,
either in the study of grammar, or in
that of literature,- of mathematics,
natural sciences or philosophy should
pass unnoticed, unexamined ; and before
proceeding further on, the teacher will
make sure that what precseds has been
thoroughly understood, and to find thie
out he will alter his ways, vary his ques-
tions, until he is well convinced thav the
student has now obtained such & com.
prehension of the matter under consid.
eration thatin whatever light and under
whatever aspect it is presented to him
he recognizes it at once, and eees it
clearly and distinctly,

Finally, the teacher must, in addition
to all this, avai) himself of every oppor-
tunity to exhort avd encoursge his
pupils to work strenuously and unremit
tingly at their intellectual formation,
bringing forward before them such mo-
tives and suggestions as will help the
young man, by smoothing for him the
ruggedness of the way, by alleviating the
weight of the burden and cheering up
his occasionally drooping spirits.

But we must not bring these few cur-
sory remarks to a conclusion without
warning the boy student that, though
his teacher is to do so much for him, he
must not imagine that much is not ex.
pected of him too ; nay, that he must not
proportion his application and his eflorts
to those of his master, Unless this be
done, all the \atter’s labor will be of little,
if indeed of any, avail,

But if the t:acher be such ss we have
endeavored to describe him, will not his
students most willingly co-operate with
him 7 Assuredly yes, and this they will
do not merely with ardor but even with
enthusiasm. A noble ambition will arise
in them, will daily ircrease, and enable
them to proceed rapidly onward, stimu.
lated as they will be by the living proof
they have constantly before their eyes
in the person of their teacher, of the
wonderful effects produced by persever
ant study, assiduous application and a
habit of reflection. They will most will.
ingly co.operate with their tescher, be-
cause he makes work so pleasant and eo
interesting for them that it becomes an
enjoyment and a delight, and they con.
sequently resort to class as to a feast and
a banquet.

Happy is the student who meets such
a teacher on his way ! Happy, too, is that
teacher ! His pupils will make it clear
for him that they duly appreciate his
endeavors and his devotedness, and their
gratitude towards him will ever live fresh
in their hearts, and should be obtain but
that reward here below, yet it were true
to eay that his labor hath not been un
requited ; for, as the great Shakespeare
expresses it :

“Thanks to men
Of noble minds is honorable meed."”

Alas! regardless of their doom,

The little victims play !

No sense have they of ills to come,

Nor care beyond to-day :

Yet see how all around 'em walt

The ministers of human fate,

And black Misfortune's hateful train !
Ah! show them where in ambueh stand
To seize their prey the murderouns band!
Ah ! tell them they are men !

-Gray.

Those words penned down by Gray, as
he beheld from a distance his dear old
Eton, and saw its young pupils disport.
ing themselves on the college grounds,
suggest that what has been said in the
first part of this lecture is not all that an
educator has to attend to.

It were, indeed, a strange and fatal
mistake to confine the training of a
young man to the formation, develop-
ment and directing of his intellectual
powers, Attendance to his moral facul-
ties is surely a matter of far greater
importance, Indeed, we may boldly
aesert that it is much preferable that a
man should remain unpolished and un-
lettered, if at the same time that the
knowledge of arts and sciences is im
parted to his mind he be not carefully
tfashioned to moral excellence and the
practice ot virtue. To use the words of
Aristotle: “The intellect alone has
never changed anything for the better.”
“The intellect, the conscience and the
heart, like the strands of the rops of a
suspension bridge must perform their
work with equsal tension,” says a writer
of the present day. ‘Notasingle man,”

rents take of this important question,
En which they mean is not that the
educator will be contented with making
their cbild clever and learned ; no, they
above all expect that be will meke him
good, Here is a young plant, they seem
to say, which the Almighty hath given ug
aud whereof He hath charged us that we
should take the utmost care. Circum.
stances will not permit us to comply ug
fully and as perfectly as we think proper
with that divive injunclion, and hence
we cime to you with the object of invert.
ing you with our own wilfully delegated
authority, begging of you to be our sub.
stitute and responsible representative
before God. Take, then, that young
plant from us, make it grow up in rich
and congenisl soil, water it with fertil:z.
ing dews and showers, lop it and rid it
of all useless, cvmbrous or unshupely
boughs ; spare nothing, leave pothing un.
done that it may in good time bring
forth wholesome and savory fruit, Aud
if the reward bestowed by us be out of all
proporiion with the labor and exertions
we atk of you, the Almighty, who hath
entrusted to us the young plent, will
Himeelf assume the obligation and re.
compense you a bundred fold, for He
hath said that “they that inetruct many
to justice shall ehine as stars for all
eternity,” (Daun. xii, 3) If we strip
those worde wherewith the parents are
suppoeed to address the educator, of
their allegorical garb, we shall see the
meaning 1mplied in them is that the
father and mother, prevented by other
cares and avosations from attending as
closely as they feel it their duty to do, to
the roral, as well a8 the inteileciual,
training ot their children, counfide them
to men who, free from all other con-
cerus, will make that tack their exclusive
and only business., They contide, we
eay, the moral as well as the mental
treiaing of their children to the educator,
that is they expect of bim that he will
guide and direct their inclinaiions,
fashion their heart, redress their evil
tendencies, correct their defects, inspire
them with horror for vice, implant in
them the love and habit of virtue;ina
word, provide them with all that will
meake tbem upright, steadfastly virtuous,
law abiding and God-fearing men. Yes,
this it is that the parents look for and
expect st the hande of the educator,
and reason and experience tell us that
this mending of the child’s nature and
this inculcating of wholesome prizciples
in his soul must be accomplished iu his
early youth. For, “in cbhildhood,” as a
thinker saye, “the mind is timple and
docile ; the soul pure and candid; and
the heart may be cast into any would,
and it is of the highest importance for
parents and educators to bear in wmind
that the first impressions are the last
forgotten.” The pious cbild may in after
life, in an evil hour, be led astray by the
force of paesion or bad example, but at
least, when the fires of youth have cooked
wilh advavcing age, there is great proba.
bility that he will return again tc virtue
and piety, With great truth the poet
has said :

“Take care in youth to form the heart and

For l!ln:::'l'lz is bent, the tree’'s iuclined.”
— Catholies and Eduoation—Religion n
Edue p 82.

That paramount importance of moral
training in youth waa acknowledged,
praised and advised even by pagan
writers of ancient Greece and Rome

Aristophanes, in his ‘“‘Comedy of
the Clouds,” in that strenge dialogue
that takes plsce between tae just snd
the unjust cause, makes the former extol
the imparting to the younyg of the
knowledge of decency and virtue in pas.
sages well worth perusal, and from which
you will kindly pardon the lecturer’s
quoting a few lines : “I will describe,”
says the Just Cause, “the ancient system
ot education, how it was ordered, when I
flourished in the advocacy of justice, and
temperance was the fashion, lu the first
place it was incumbent that no one
should hear the voice ot a boy uttering a
syllable ; and next that those from the
same quarter of the town should march
in good order through the streets to the
echool, and in a body, even if it were to
snow as thick as meal. Then, again,
their master would teach them not to sit
cross legged, and if any one ot them
were to play to buffoon, or turn any
quavers, he used to bs thrashed, as
banishing the Muses. Nor used it to be
allowed when one was dining to take the
head of a radish, or to snatch from their
seniors dill or parsley or to giggie or to
keep the legs crossed, These are
the principles by which my system
of education nurtured the men
who fought at Marathon, Whered
fore, O youth, choose, with con-
fidence, me, the better cause, and you
will learn to bate the Agora, snd to be
ashamed at what is disgraceful, and to
rise from seats before your seniors, and
not to behave ill towards your parents,
and to do nothing else that is base, be—
cause you are to form iu your mind an
image of modesty, Then shall you
spend your time in the gymnastic
schoole, sleek and bloomiog ; not chatter-
ingin the market-place rude jests, like the
youths of the present day ; nor dragged
into court for a petty suit, greedy,
petty fogging, knavish ; bat you shall de-
scend to the academy and run races be-
neath the sacred olives along with some
modest compeer, crowned with white
reeds, redolent of yew and careless,
ease, and of leaf-shedding white poplar,

he adde, “becomes any better by know.
ing mathematics or being able to trans.
late Virgil’s Eaeid oran ode of Horace.”
—(A former pastor of Grace church, San
Francisco.) “O prodigy, peculiar to our
times!” Fenelon exclaims, *Instruc-
tion is every day more widely spread and
faith decreases,”

No, knowledge alone will not make a
man honest and virtuous ; neither will it
of itself make him happy. ThisJohnson,
apparently speaking, partly at least,
trom personal experience, asserts when
he writes :

“Then m|urk what 1ills the scholar’'s life
avsall,
Toll, euvy, want, the patron and the jail.”

The educator, then, would entirely mis
apprehend the nature of his mission, he
could effect mothing conducive to the
moral perfection or true happiness of the
youth committed to his direction, were
he to attend exclusively to the training
of their intellectual faculties, And that
is most undoubtedly the view the

r g in the of spring when
the plane tree whispers to the elm,”
Arist Nub, 956.) Thne Romen eatirist,
ubenal, also commends the moral traine
ing of youth in that eatire of sublime,
and in some parts of almost Christian
inspiration, in which he begs of parents
not to set evil examples before the eyes
of their children : “The greatest rever-
ence is due to the child !” he says: "If
you are contemplating a disgraceful
act, despise not your child's tender
years, but let your infant son act as &
check upon your purpose of sinning, . .
It deserves our gratitude that you have
presented a citizen to your country and
people, it you take care that he prove
useful to the state, For it will be &
matter of the highest moment in what
pursuits and moral discipline you train
him.” (Sat, xiv.) And many testimonies
just as forcible could we adduce from
pagan authors, Bat let those fer su‘ﬂlge.

Yes, faith, reason, parents, Christian

and pagan writers, all unite their voices

| to tell the educators of youth that they
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