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A FATHER'S WARNING
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matter of your a
Your father is
warning you to keep
young men with whom now
mingle. As you 8 they not
vicious or profane, but they are idle,
content to allow their fathers to sup
port them, and so they are danger
ous friends. The next step may lead
them into dissipation, for idleness
brings a train of evils with it. At
any rate it because your father
knows of these dangers that he
is 8o concerned for your welfare.”

Then because the man saw in the
face of his young helper something
which made him know that the
young fellow thought he was merely
moralizing, he added

“ 'l tell you something else, Mor
gan. I notified your father that 1
would have to let you go, if you kept
on with these associates. He and I
have been working together to bring
you to your sensges.’

With that he dismissed the young
man, and sent him home to think
over what he had just heard. For
tunately, the young fellow had sense
enough to know what to do, and he
did it. It was not long before he had
begged his father's pardon for caus
ing him anxiety, and had thanked
the business man for his warning.

It always is hard for young men to
believe that fathers can enter into
the feelings and thoughts of youth
but they may be certain that youth
is not so far in the past that the
people reaching middle age have for
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DON'T WASTE MINUTES

How much time we all waste, time
which might have been put to good
use if we had only cared to employ it
go. Each one of us in his daily rou
tine throws away many, many min
utes in doing nothing. In fact, if at
the end of the year we could collect
our wasted moments into one stretch
of time it would probably cover a
period of a couple of weeks or more
Think of it How much might have
been accomplished !

You will find, in reading through
the lives of great men, whose names
blazoned in the halls of fame
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We read of Benjamin Franklin
stealing time from his hours for
sleep and eating in order to study.
We hear Napoleon mapping out
the government of the countries he
had conquered while he was riding
all over Europe on horseback or in
his camp carriage. Hundreds of
such cases are to be read in history,
and certainly we
blush with sham¢
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of snow to the mountains,
and when the thaw ,came in the
spring the water rushed down the
slopes until the valley was a lake,
The people beyond the valley thought
of the hermit and feared for his
| safety, but they could not reach him,
And indeed he was in sad straits.
| By climbing into his oak he escaped
the tide ; and there he was obliged to
‘hi,“l.\ for three days until the water
subsided. He was so spent with
| hunger, and so worn for want of
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to the ground, he fell in a faint. His
hut was gone. Homeless, and desti
tute he was indeed in need of succor.

| “'Did any one come, Sister ?"" broke
in impetuous Mollie

little Mary came. She
picked her steps through mud and
branches and stones until
the old man, seemingly
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All the villagers accompanied him
to his hut, and as they walked they
sang hymns, Once more in his cell
the old man raised his eyes to heaven
and God the kind
and little Mary and the great
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sketch home, he finished the picture
that is known all over the world to
day the "Madonna della Sedia,
‘the Madonna of the Chair.’ Who
can tell the artist's name ?

" Raphael ?" said quiet Teresa.

" Yes, Raphael. All this happened
more than three hundred years ago,
but you see, dear children, the holy
hermit's prayer was granted.
deed of charity kept before the
world, and the story of the oak
whose branches sheltered him in his
distress. God loves kind hearts, and
blesses those who help the poor and
needy.
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" I'm glad we got the picture,” said
Mollie. " Let's put white violets in
front of it through May, in honor of
our Lady. I know
big patch of them,

" And, perhaps
"if 1little girls remember,
they look at the picture, to be
kind and loving like little Mary, and
grateful to God, like the holy hermit,
our Lady will
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character. I do not enter into any
question as to the truth or fallacy of
the idea ; I no more wish to defend
the historical or theological position
of the Madonna than that of St.
Michael or St. Christopher ; but 1 am

than

| certain that to the habit'of reverent

belief in, and contemplation of, the
character ascribed to the heavenly
hierurchies, we must ascribe the
highest results yet achieved in
human nature ; and that it is neither
Madonna worship nor saint-worship,
but the evangelical self worship and
hell-worship—gloating, with an im-
agination as unfounded as it is foul,
over the torments of the damned,
instead of the glories of the blest,-
which have in reality degraded the
languid powers of Christianity to
shame and
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The difference between Corpus
Christi and all the other feasts of the
liturgical year surely must be that in
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If the Purification is the festival of
the poor and aged, Corpus Christi is
no less the festival of the children of
the family., Nowhere is this more
strikingly or more beautifully shown
than in the antiphon to the Magnif
cat at First Vespers, a prayer which
is unsurpassed in the profundity of
its devotion its childlike sim
plicity

O how sweet, Lord, is thy Spirit;
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