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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON
THE EPIPHANY

THE TESTIMONY OF THE SPIRIT
hosoever are led by the Spirit of God
n:‘t’:u‘om of Gofl (ll.ldom.yvﬁi. u") 4 By,

The end of our pilgr like that
of the three wise men, my brethren, is
union with our Lord, Of course union
with God, through Hia power and His
belng present every where, slways exists,
whether we are His friends or not. But
the state of grace is-the union of love.
By that union God rules our souls. By
that union the Holy Spirit of God, the
third person of the most Holy Trinity,
really dwelis within us. In the stete of

we are brought into loving eon-
tact with the divine Spirit. Now the
Apostle, in the words of our text, wishes
to teach us one effect of that wonderful
unfon. “For the Spirit himself giveth
testimony to our spirit that we are the
sons of God.” Tast is say, when the
Holy Spirit -enters into your heart
He announcesHis coming, He assures you
of His iriendship, He exoites within you
s sentiment of A'ial affection for your
Heavenly Father. How ocould it be
otherwise? Oould God be long in ou¥
hearts, sud we be altogether ignorant
of it? Of course He does not take away
the naturs! flckleness of our minds ; the
star sometimes shines faintly, or even
for » while disappears from view. God
does not reveal Himselt as He is; He does
not interfere at all with His external
in the holy church ; He does not substi-
tute His interioz action on the soul for
that exterior action of visible authority
snd sacrameatal symbols. It is, indeed,
by meaas of this external order that the
E‘:ly Spirit enters into our hearts ; is
is, besides, only by mesns of the
church’s divine marks, her divine testi-
mony, her divine inflaence in the sacra-
ments, that we oan be quite sure that
Almighty God has come down into our
sonls. Yet the Holy Spirit really has a
secret career within us. “Deep calleth
unio deep” ; thag is, the infinite love of
God oalls into life our little love. He
hag His inoer church in our souls, 80 to
speak ; or rather He brings into His
spiritual snd hidden temple all that is
outside, spiritualizes the external order,
joins the purely mental with the sacra-
mentsl, and, having set our faces in the
right direction and started our feet
moving in the right road, He sets us to
thinking right, He stirs up noble aspira-
tions, He purifies our feelings, and final-
ly gives us testimony that it is really
Himself, the Spirit of God, who has thus
been at work making our inner life such
as befits the sons of God.

Now, my brethren, ss I said before,
this testimony of God within us is not
like the splendors of Paradise bursting
upon the soul; nor is it so very plain as
to be able to stand alone without the
external criterion of His Ohurch as a
testimony of God's friendship, except
new and then in the case of some great
ssint. Yet there are many things in
our inner life that, if we study them
over s little, show that God has been
soting npon us. What else is that
wonder of the world called the faith of
Oatholics ? Who else but the Spirit of
God could give such power to believe
very mysterious truths. such s stability
to wavering minds, such a humility of
belief to proud minds ? And what ex-
cept divine love could bé as sweet as
the taste the soul enjoys in the recep-
tion of the sacraments? Oall to mind
the utter trunsformation of soul that so
often takes place at First Communion ;
remember the fiood of divine influence
st your Christian marriage ; remember
how after that death bed scene your
broken heart was cured of its despair
when you turned to God; remember
how st missions or during seasons of
penance, or at one or other festival, it
seemed to you that heaven was begin-
ning before its time. All this is God's
work on your life. The tender emotion
st hearing the divine promises, the
loving regret for sin, the joy of forgive-
ness, the imagination filled—plainly by
no human means—with images of celes-
tial pesce, the understanding as clear
of doubts as heaven of clouds, the will
strong and easily able to keep good re-
solutions, sometimes the very body shar-
ing the lightness and vigor of the soul
—what is all this but the embrace of
the Holy Spirit? And if one says he
does not feel it, and yet hopes he is in
the state of geace, I ans ver that he will
not be long deprived of it. Or it may
be he is tepid; his soul is not able to
feel any more than a hand benumbed
with cold; his ear not hearing because
his attention is too much fixed on the
volces of the world to hear the voice of
the Holy Spirit. His eye is too much
daszled by the false glitter of the world
to catch sight of the star that leads to
our Lord's feet.

THE BIBLE “WITHOUT NOTE
OR COMMENT”

How the Bible “without note or
comment” serves in missionary work is
well shown in an article in the Oatholic
Times (London) noting points from the
107th annual report of the British and
Foreign Bible Soeiety. The constitu-
tion of the Society, the writer says,
directs that its operations shall be con-
fined to printing, selling and distribu-
ting the Bible and portions of Scripture
“without note or comment.” The only
Eoglish version to be so used is the
Authorized Version. Besides propagat-

this English Bible the Society
undertook the preparation and distri-
bution of versions in various' foreign
languages. This is now the largest part
of its work.

It was founded by & group of zealous
enthusiasts in the days when, far mcre
widely than is the case at present, the
British public believed that, it one
could put & Bible into a man’s hands
and persuade him to read it, he would
infallibly discover from its p: “the
truth, the whole trath, and nothing but
the trath” sbout God's revelation to
man, the code of Ohristian duty, snd
the way of salvation. It was a theory
that had to exist in face of the hard fact
that Bible readers were flatly contra-
dlotiog each other about the meaning
to be drawn from the sacred pages. Bat
even those who held it must have be-
lieved what they said in a very limited
sense, for if the written Word were so
easily and certally intelligible, it was
surely something of sn impertinence to
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briog to its help » host of commentators,
{nterpreters, preachers snd ministers,
and to set baside it, as explanations of
what hes slready : clear enough oate-
chisms, articles of religion, and books of
homilies.

THE BIBLE IN CHINESE 4

But though it wss tacitly admitted
that such helps were useful aod even
ry to educated readers in Europe
the Bible Soclety has clung for over a
hundred years to the rule that not one
word of explanation or introduction
must be added by way of preface to ver-
slonsof the Bible which it has poured
out by millions of coples into far-off
lands, where the whole character of the
people makes even what is plain enough
to us unintelligible or misleading to the
pative reader. Thus it appears from
the 107th report that last year s mlllhn
sod a half of Bibles, Testaments, shd
portions of Scriptures went to China.
Now, again and agsin in the Missionary
Conferences held by the Protestant
missionaries of China it hae been urged
that » Bible printed in Ohiuess, with-
out oneword of explanation, is not only
useless but positively misleading. At
the Shanghai Couference of
speaker after speaker took this line,
in the face of an opposition
from the adherents of the old Pro-
testant view that the Bible is self-ex-
plaining, even to people who have only
psgan ideas ted with God, and
for whom the ideas of atonement, salva-
tion, and the rest are enigmas; or to
take another class of difficulties, to
people who like millions of the Chinese,
have never seen a sheep and whose
literature and folklore say nothing about
a shepherd of any kind, and who reading
that “ The Lord said to my Lord, sit
thou on my right hand,’ will wonder
what can be mesant, the left being for
those strange people of China the place
of honor.

The same objections to * the Bible
without note or comment ’’ were made
by some of the speakers at the great
Cent: y  Conf of Protestant
ies held in London as leng
sgo as 1888, Thus, speaking in the
name of many of his colleagues, Mr.
John Archibald said :

MISSIONARIES' DIFFICULTIES

“ Missionaries want permission to
issue some explanation with the Bible.
There is nothing to show those people
what the Bible is, what it claims to be,
where it was issued, and what it is
about, and the man who has it cannot
make it out. * * * Ohinese is a
very bad vehicle for conveying Christ-
ian truth. Those who hsve translation
work to do know that it is impossible to
put Chrlstisn idess into Pagan tongues
without some explanation. The very
term * God ’ the native reader has no
ides of, and whatever word you use
gives him s wrong impression. So with
regard to grace, mercy, and other things,
if you simply translate these words you
do not convey the truth, but you cop-
vey something which is not the truth.”

“ 10 IMITATE THE ROMANISTS ”

There were protests that to add notes
would be * to imitate the Romanists,”
aud the awkard uestion was asked
who was to write the notes for the
Bibles produced at the cost of subserib-
ers of many different denominations.
So the production ot millions of un-
annotated Bibles goes on, and each year
osrgoes of them are sent to China, where,
by the way, not one man in ten csn read
an ordinary book and make anything of

it.

The distribation is partly carvied out
by missi jes, who p bily oan
give an enquiring reader some explana-
tion. But the bulk of the work is done
by a small army of colporteurs. * Col-
porteur ” is s word that is almost sacred
to Bible Society reports and similar
documents. Why it is used is a little
puzzling. Itisa French word, the plain
English for which is hawker or pediar.
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quickly applied—and shines
quick as a wink.

It’s as simple and easy to
use as shoe polish, and a
big stove can be shined
with it almost as easily.

Perhiaps your dealer does not handle
“Black Knight" Stove Polish. Ifse,
send 1oc, for a big can, free postpaid.

THE F.F. DALLEY CO. LIMITED,
Hamilten, Ont. a5
Mahors of the famous “2 In 1* Bhve Poltsh.

y
given s scale :'nli'h. that makes their
sales a heav, n on the subseription
list of the y. The books are al-
most given away, We are told in the
nron that & Ohinese New Testament
sold at one penny cost five pence to pro-
duce. Apparently to this must be added
s proportion for freight office expenses,
and the colporteur’s or hawker's wages.
In sny case, the price of .one penny is
less than the cost of the ssme quantity
of paperin Chins. One does not wonder
then at the statements made by more
than one writer on Chins that Bibles
are freely bought, but not salways to

BIBLES IN SLIPPER BOLES

They are cut up for weapping paper.
One native banker was found nsing
Bible pages for rolling up money.
Thonsands of Chinamen are walking
sbout in slippers the paste board soles
of which were once in the Bible So-
ciety's warechouse., This partly accounts
for the dissppearance of the scores of
millions ¢ Blbles that have been
dumped into Chins by the British and
Foreign Bible Society and the varions
other orgsnizations that work on the
same lines. It the Bibles had all been
Sept for their proper use there would
be by this time not s house in the
OChinese cities, not a junk on the
Chinese rivers' without several copies.

THE CHINESE BIBLE OF THE JESUITS

When Catholics express their doubts
about the good done by this wholesale
soattering of the Bible in China,
although they have the support of prac-
tical-minded Protestant missionaries
themselves in their criticism, the reply
often is that naturally “Rome” wants to
keep the Bible from the Chinese people.
One would have supposed that Dr.
Morrison’s Bible was the first ever seen
in China, though that pioneer of Pro-
testant Bible versions for the Far East
states plainly in his memoirs that they
used the Chinese Bible of the Jesuit
missionaries as a help in preparing his
own translation. Catholics object not
to the reverent use, but to the reckless
abuse, of the Scriptures. One would
have thought that the experience of a

y, the protests of even Protestant
missionaries themselves, might by this
time have led the Bible S ciety to con-
sider its methods. But one may say of
those who direct its policy what Napo-
leon said of the Bourbons—"they have
learned nothing and forgotten nothing.”

The society does not confine its activ-
ities to the pagan lands of the East.
Last year it exported a million and a
half copies of its publications to the
Continent of Europe, and a considerable
portion of these went to Catholic coun-
tries. Wo are told that the colporteurs
were busy at Obersmmergau during the
Passion Play, One would have thought
that they. might have reserved their
energies for some place where the Gos-
pel Story is unknown. What have those
Bavarian peasants to learn from the
agents of the English Bible Society—
those men and women of Oberammergsu
who lives in lifelong touch with the
great truths of both Testaments ?

THE OLD PROTESTANT TRADITIONS

But the Protestant tradition still sur-
vives that the Catholics of the contin-
ent are ignorant of the truths of the
Bible.

And the society's report tries to fos-
ter this tradition. We are told that in
the Austrian Tyrol it is a crime to sell
a Bible, and the report says :

“The work of the society in the Aus-
trlan half of the Dasl Monarchy has
always been a struggle against advers-
ity. Enemies, concealed or open, have
waged war against us for three genera-
tions, and are as bitter and inexorable
to-day as they were a hundred years
ago. Daring 1910 Austria absolutely
closed, some of its fairest provinces to
the work of our society. In Upper
Austria, in Salzburg, in the Tyrol, and
in Voarlberg the governors aistinctly
decline to admit colportage. They give
no reasons for refusing, but no one is in
doubt regarding the power behind their
thrones. Among the other provinces
of the Empire there is no tone in which
we enjoy complete liberty, not one in
which we are not hampered by a
sct of medieval restrictions and regu-
lations which no -free people would
tolerste for 8 moment.”

The plain fact is that in the Catholie
provincos of Austria the hawkers who
are dumping thesc Bibles of British
manufacture are not wanted. The
Tyrolese are a freo people in the fallest
sense of the word, but they are amply
provided with Bibles by the press of
their own capital and university city of
Innsbruck. To talk of its being & crime
to sell a Bible in the Tyrol is to indulge
in the old-fashioned English Protestant
‘nonsense about OCatholic countries.
Bibles are sold there every day, and the
Tyrolese peasant knows more of Bible
truth than the average British farm
laborer.

We are told how the colporteurs sell
Bibles at places of pligrimages all over
the world—to pilgrims to the Grotto of
Lourdes, pilgrims to Buddhist shrines in
Ceylon and Japan. This colportage at
Lourdes must be among the least profit-

COMPLETELY CURED
OF DYSPEPSIA

By Na-Drv-Go Dyspopsia Tobes

‘We are continually hearing from
grateful people who have had experi-
euces like that of Miss Alice E. Cooper,
of Niagara Falls, Ont., who writes:

“I wish to express my gratitude to
you for the benefit I received from your
most wonderful Dyspepsia Tablets,
Having taken other medicines without
having received the slightest relief, I
heard of ({our Na-Drn-Co Dyspepsia
Tablets and thought I would give them
a trial, I have besn completely cured
of dyspepsia. I will be only too pleased
to se any onetroubled with dyspepsia
to give them a fair trial.”

a-Dru-Co Dyspepsia Tablets not only
give the immediate relief from heart-
urn, flatulence, acidity of the stomach
and biliousness, whichissomuch needed,
but if taken regularly for a few days or
weeks they completely cure the most
aggravated cases of stomach trouble,
When for soc. you can get a box from
your druggist, why go on suffering?
National Drug and Chemical Co. of
Canada, Limited, Montreal. 144

“Nazarene was the mother of Christ,
Nazareth was His father.”

“‘Thou are the msn’ are words said
by Judas to Christ.”

“ ‘Before the cock orows thou shalt
deny Me thrice was sa d by Christ to
one of the thieves hanging beside Him
in the Crucifixion.”

“The Mess of Pottage referred to the
Lord’s Supper.”

Many more might be quoted, snd
these revelations of hopeless ignorance
of the Bible sre from examination
papers of the Protestant Uoiversity of
Michigan. In the light of such facts
one may suggest thathe Bible Saciety
might save some of the money wasted on
Cbine, and on sending unwanted.
Bibles to Tyrol or to Lourdes or Ober-
smmergsu, and try to introduce a few
copies into some of the non-Catholic
schools and universities of America.

BLESSED JEANNE D'ARC
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door, and she passed slowly over the
cobblewtones amid the gaze of the
people who bad come forth to see her die!
The wagon halted in the great market-
place where there were ten thousand
persons waiting to see her burned alive.
Pr tly she ted the scaffold.
Her hands were tied behind her ; she
looked up and around, proclsimed that
she had been true ; and then she saw
the great faggots light beneath bher,
and the flames began to toss their heads
and to leap around her, swaying about
her, licking at her olothes. A cloud of
smoke hung like a funeral pall cver her
head. Then, above the shouts of the
people, and the screams of the children,
the hissing of the flames and the noise
of all about, plercing this funeral can-
opy sud rising above it all, was & lifted
voice, and its sound seemed to pene-
trate right into the land beyond the
stars—a pleading voice crying out;
‘Jesu Marie! Jesu Marie! Jesu !
Jesu | Jesu !

e P ——

A SOUTHERN PLANTER'S HOS-
PITALITY AND ITS FAR-
REACHING CONSE-
QUENCES

The golden jubilee of Sister Mary de
Sales (Smith) celebrated at the famous
old Visitation Convent, Georgetown, D.
0., brings to light a singularly beautiful
episode in the family history of the ven-
erable nun.

She was bora on February 16, 1837, in
London County, Va., the daughter of
Hugh Smith, High Sheriff of the county,
and Elizabeth Jones, also a Virginian.
Their total family nur bered six sons and
six daughters, nine ot whom lived to
maturity. “The Hill” and “The Moun-
tain” were the names of Mr. Smith’s
large estates, and he had also a resi-
dence in Middleburg. The family, like
the vast majority of the educated resi-
dents of the County, were Episcopalians
of the old, avowed “Protestant” type—
the very name of Oatholic being held in
abomination.

Ouoe day Pete, a house servant, sought
his master in open-eyed astonishment.

“Massa ? what awfal people dem Cat'-
lics must be ! Two dey ministers done
gone frue de village, and de folks shut
de do's in dey faces. Day wouldn't let
‘em in at de tabern.”

“Where are the men now ?” asked the
Sheriff, with flashing eyes.

+Oh, dey gone long ways off, Masss,
on dey horses.”

“Ride after them, Pete, at once, and
bring them back ; bring them here.”

“Pete rode joyously off, and was suc-
ceasstul in his quest. In little more than
an hour, the two priests were installed
as honored guests of the Sherift. They
were the Rev. Constantine Pise, a pol-
ished and well known writer of the day,
a man of distinguished personality, snd
the Rev. John Smith, 8. J., an eloquent

b

able of all the Soclety’s undertekings,
and must be carried on in some very out
of the way corner of the valley. This
branch of the work perhaps exists to
foster the British delusion thet Oatho-
lics, earnest enoagh to go to Lourdes,
know as little of the Bible as the Bud-
dhists of the East. It is very like a piece
of insulting impertinence.

BIBLE KNOWLEDGE IN A PROTESTANT
UNIVERSITY

An American contemporary has late-
ly published a selection from the
answers given in a written examination
on the Bible, not by boys in a primary
school, but by young men. Here are
some samples out of many:

“By the Law is meant the Laws given
by Ohrist to His disciples, while the
Gospel simply means the Seripture as
taught to the people.”

¢ The Old Testament represents
Hebrew fable, while the New deals with
historical characters.””

“The Gospels were the letters which
8t. Paul wrote to the Churches.”

“Slnis was the place of the landing of
the Ark, or the mount ‘from whioch
Ohzlst spoke.” {e i

p On the following morning,
the Sheriff, who was full of humor as
of ability, and much beloved by the
people, resolved to play s joke cn them
saying to himself :

“Mp. Prioe's fine looks will take the
crowd and so will Mr. Smith’s fine
speaking.”

A msn was sent to “Free Church,”
which the Sherift had helped to build,
and ordered to ring the bell until ail the
people of the town: were assembled.
When the church was filled with s curi-
ous crowd, the Sheriff walked in with his
two gueats, and boldly introduced them
as Catholic priests ; adding, “The Rev.
Mr. Smith is the speaker of the day.
Then he sat down and watched the au-
dience with s twinkle in his eyes, while
they listened with respect to the priests
whom they had spurned from their doors
the day before. The priests sojourned
with the noble Virginian three days, and

New York—who had come to the place
o8 & witness in o trial, and was captivae
ted by his keen intellect, his straight-
forward honesty, and his wonderfal ors-
toricsl powers. Telking with Professor
Hughes on religion, Mr. Smith was
greatly strengthened in his desire to be-
ocome s Catholio, but ba eould.not then
get the books recommesde’. by the
priest, &s the mero vejused to
bring s Ostholie book ‘the town.

A few yesrs more wesb by, and one
day in Alexandra, Mr. Smith went into
s candy store te buy bob-bons for his
little ones. On the counter lay »
prayer-book, & oross on the cover,
Picking it up, he asked eagerly of the
shop-keeper : “Are youn s Catholle ?”

“Thank God, I am,” snswered the
Widow Appick ; and tc his further
questions about Catholic books, she vol-
unteered to take him to the priest's
house, where he would be well supplied.
The priest was Father Dubu s B
Jesuit, Mr. Swith went immediately
under instruction, and was soon re-
oelved into the Church. He now sought
Catholic schools for his cbildren, all of
whom save the eldest son, had been bap-
tized.

The futuré nun entered Georgetown
Academy of the Visitation in 1850—It
had been more than half a century in
existence then—sand in 1856 she was
graduated with honor. Four years later,
she returned to enter the novitiate.

After her canonical year of novice-
ship, she made her perpetual vows on
August 10, 1861, I was the time of the
Oivil War, and the heart of the young
pnovice had many s crucial test during
these terrible years—culminating in the
death of her good father. His noble
pioneer work in the Catholic cause bhad
made scarcely any visible progress, on
acoount of the dearth of priests. He
had, however, once or twice in the year,
s priest tosay Mass in his own home.
He was taken ill in 1863. His anxiety
to see a priest was well known in the,
town, and a blacksmith, io order to be
able to go' North to procure one, took
the oath of allegiance to the Feder-
al Goverument.

The man went direct to Georgetown,
and obtained a letter from Sister Mary
de Sales to General Meade who was
stationed at Alexandria. The General
not only gave the priest a pass, but
allowed him the use of his own horse and
buggy, with liberty to stay in Middle-
burg as long as he desired. The Father
stayed three days, and prepared the
soul of the good and faithful servant of
God for death. ‘For nine months, his
cloistered daughter was kept in an agony
of suspense. In June, 1864, she learned
that his soul had gone forth to God on
May 21, three weeks before.

Sister Mary de Sales has inherited
her father's meagnanimity and other
noble qualities. Gifted in many ways,
and generous in her activities, she is
still more devoted to the spiritual life.
Endowed with a special power of winning
children, she has been employed at the
Aosdemy in French and Eoglish classes,
in drawing. psinting and music ; and
she is remembered with love and bless-
ings by many who are mothers and even
grandmothers of families, as well as by
hosts of souls who serve God lovingly,
in the shadow of the sanctuary.

THE HOTEL BIRON

et
y From America

In consequence of the iniquitous laws
passed against religious orders by the
French Goveroment a number of monas-
tic buildings have been awept away in
Paris, snd commonplace six-storied
houses are quickly replacing these
homes of prayer and the shady gardens
that surrounded them.

These rapid transformations not only
represent a orying injustice, the fact
that peaceable, law abiding citizens
are deprived of their property and sent
adrift; they are also deplored by arch-
eologists and antiquarians, who, apart
from any religious feeling, are indignant
at the barbarous destruction of these
historical or picturesque landmarks.

Among the religious buildings to
which are attached many interecting
memories, the Hotel Biron, belong to
the nuns of the Sacred Heart, stands
specimen of architecture under Louis
XIV, and when the nuns' property was
seized by the liquidateur a group of
archeologist resolved to save the moble
mansion from wanton destiruction.
Yielding to the pressure of public opin-
ion, the Government bought the Hotel
Biron and tacitly agreed to preserve it
as an historical t. A Russi
hirec the chapel, and the “fetes” that
he gave within its walls seemed organ-
ized with a view to wounding the feel-
ings of Catholics; other tenants, chiefly
artists, were allowed to live in the big
rooms; only the park, with its wide al-
leys and noble trees, was left untouched
a wilderness in the heart of the ecity,
with a pathetic beauty all its own.

Then, s few weeks ago, it was found
that & well-known aotor, M. de Max,
had hired part of the chapel and was
busy establishing a bathroom in the sac-
risty. The newspapers took up the sub-
jeot and summoned the Government to
keep its promise of preserving the
building, whereupon M. de Max and
his fellow-tenants had orders to deparu
and the Hotel Biron has now relapsed
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was fourteep years of age, asked her
haod in marriage. According to the
ideas of time, Anne Marie was of a
marriageable age, but her mother hed
other views, and discouraged Monsieur
de 1a Roche Courbon's attenti The

If you would avoid the contracting
of low habits, keep from association
with those that prsotice them. Con-
tact is contagion — and contagion is
desth.—Rev W. F, Hayes.

child, she was little more, wept and
entreated, but her pleadings being dis-
regarded, with extraordinary resolution
she took the law into her own hands.

On Oectober 22, 1737, she informed the
Superioress of her convent that her
mother was golog to send a carriage for
her. At the stated time tbhe carriage
sppeared, and Anne Marie, accompanied
by ber governess, drove away. Sudden-
ly the governess noticed that they were
following what, was to her an unknown
road, and she was about to stop the
driver, when Anne Marie, quietly draw-
ing a pistol from under the cushions,
pointed it at the woman's head. In a
few words she informed her that she was
on her way to join M. dela Roche Cour-
bon, whom she intended to marry, that
the driver was in secret, and that if
her governess raised an alarm she would
not hesitate to use her pistol. The car-
risge stopped at Poitiers, where the
girl wrote her mother a letter which is
a curious mixture of resolution ard dip-
lomacy; then it drove on to the chatean
de Reche Courbon, where, that same
evening, Anne Marie was married by
the frightened parish priest of a neigbor-
ing village. A week later the bride's
uncle appeared on the scene, and, in
spite of her resistance, carried her off
by force. A lengthy lawsuit began, in
which the King took & personal interest,
and finally the abduction of the child
heiress was punished with a severity
that contrasted somewhat illogically
with the general laxity of morals. M.
de la Roche Courbon’s property was
confiscated and he was sentenced to be
beheaded, a fate he escaped by flying tc
Italy, where he died; the priest was
banished from the country; the govern-
ess whipped and branded on the shoul-
der with a red hot iron, and the hero-
ine of the adventure kept a prisoner in
a oonvent stricter than that from
which she had escaped. Oaly at the
sge of twenty-seven did she recover
her liberty, and she made use of it to
marry s young officer. Like many
others, she and her husband fled across
the frontier in 1789, and died in some
unknown spot abroad. One of their
daughters was guillotined in 1794, and
their only son shot in 1789.

The great upheaval that wrecked
Anne Marie’s restored happiness turned
ber old home into a prison. The Hotel
Biron, after belonging for some years
to the whimsical Duchesse du Maine,
pessed into the hands of the Marechal
de Gontant Biron, snd into those of

t

into solitude and silence. 1t is gener-
slly believed that it wiil become a Lycee
de filles, and this seems a cruel irony to
those who are aqusinted with the meth-
ods of the Government schools, where
so-called neutrality generally conceals
: spirit of insidious and active irrelig-
on.

The big, solemn-looking ‘*hotel,” s
familiar object to the Parsians of to-
day, has chequered history. It was a
dwelling house and a prison before be-
coming a convent.

Tto first master wss a successful finan-
cler named Abrsham Feyreuc, orginally
& barber, who made a large fortune under
Louis XV. through luoky speculations.
He died in 1732 and left s daughter
Apnne Marie Peyreno do Maras. She
grew up between a frivolous mother and
oonvent home, which like many convents,
of that day, resembled rather .4 com-
fortable and refined boarding-house than

left on his mind a lasting imp ;
bat failed, however, to move the people,

Two years later, the High Sheriff
beling at Leesburg during the court ses-
slon, met Professor Hughes ot Mt. St.
Mary's Oollege, Emmittsburg,—after-
vards the famous militant Archbishop of

a oloistered establishment. The pupils,
who all belonged to wealthy fawiiies,
had their own apartmonts and attend-
ants and were allowed to ve visit-
ors. Among those of Anne Marle was
s gentleman from Poitou named M. de
1a Roche Oourbon,, who, when the girl

his phew, the Duke de Biron.
The latter, handsome,
ly uuprincipled, was &

favorite in court circles;

so far forgot the traditions of his own
race as to take service under the revo-
lutionary government, an unworthy act
which did not save him from death on
the guillotine in 1794 His wife, a timid
gentle woman, whose married life was &
long martyrdom, followed him to the
scaffold some months latter.

During these evil days of the Reign
of Terror Biron's stately home was used
as a prison, and the spacious salons,
where the careless eighteenth century
men and women had danced and talked
weore orowded with an anxious crowd
of doomed victims, Then ocame more
peaceful days, snd the hotel psssed
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into the keeping of the Duke de Char-
ost, whose widow sold it to the found-
ress of a new Oongregation of religious
women, Madeleine Sophie Barat,

This deughter of a Burgundian vine
grower had been led step by step to
found a Congregation for the edueation
ofgirls. It was placed under the pat-
ronage of the Sacred Heart, and soon
became extraordinarily popular.
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