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PUBLIC REVENUE FROM CANALS.

That the wateroower of the various canals of When it is remembered that users of electric
Canada may be made the source oi enormous public power in the city ol Montreal ire paying all the way 
revenue, is constantly becoming more apparent. We from $40 to $60—probably more frequently ;thc 
find that the revenue from canals in the fiscal year latter—per horse-power, the margin of profit for the
1906 was only $108,067. As there are no longer any lessees of the Beauhamois Canal would seem to he so 
tolls on the tonnage passing through Canadian canals, [argC as t0 justify the people in expecting that the
the revenue must have been derived from the water-1 Government would have obtained a very much higher 
powers. That $106,067 «• a ridiculously inadequate price than it has. '
revenue trom this source, is at once manifest. On the When we add to foregoing, the 20,000 horse-
Lachine Canal at Montreal, it is estimated that 6,700- pQWCr from the boulanges Canal, which the Montreal, 
horse-power is available. Twenty-four years ago it Light, Heat and Power Company expects to be in s
was recommended that the value ot this power should position to deliver by the end ol this year, we have a 
be placed at $r2 per horse-power. In a report just tQta[ 0f j4,qcw horse-power developed in the canals
made, $18 to $20 is recommended as the present value, contiguous to Montreal alone. These are only a few
It would also appear Irom this report that the holders ^ çanada»8 canals, so that the total hydraulic power 
of the leases on this canal have been having an easy must ^ enormous.
time for many years, and that the majority of them jt would not be possible to devise a more legiti-
have been talcing more power than they were entitled mate ^rce o( public revenue than the waterpower of 
to. Presumably, the pnee charged them was very low. ^ canajs >j0 one can say oi the canals that they
So that it is no wonder that this source of revenue has ^ bccn built and developed at the cost of any
not yielded anything like what it should. Otherwise, Vate individual or enterprise. They were built {or
the Lachine Canal alone would have yielded more tham Canadian pubVlc and by tbe Canadian public, and 
the total revenue from all the canals. it w0UJd be well for the Canadian Government to see

The Beauhamois Canal has a still greater water- tj,at tbey are treated as such.
P0WCr -,1K.i\CStimated fhat f eeks None should be so quick to take fright at the
are available there ; vet a few weeks ago thc D°m ^ kion of any alienation of public revenue,
Parliament leased th/s power to a Montreal syndica. whQSC invcstmcnts have been made in the in­
fer twenty-one^ years. at an annual ^ntal of $i2 000. ^ and manufaeturing concerns of the country
Th.s figures out to an anima I charge o .^5^" h<^ar puWic revenue must come from some source, and
PtTe1r .iT° th.,s Tl fC aw. win' have to nav certainly the less contributed by outside sources.,the which it IS estimated the syn 1 waterway for more the manufacturers will have to contribute. There
out in order to maintain the canal at a waterway V|ttle doubt that if the manufacturers of this country
purposes of navigation, whtdh>J**m*. ^ a,way8 insisted upon the Government regarding
now spent by the Government. This puMic property and resources as the great source of
tienne might be regarded as $4 per horse ^ ^ reven0e, the taxation bogie would have long
^ 8« aW-M Sm,„ pmpomon,
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