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papal letter to Canadian Bishops.
, connection with the commémorer 

«en of the third centenary of the 
founding of Quebec and the two 
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of 
the consecration of Mgr. de Laval, 
its first bishop, and- the second cen
tenary uf the death of this saintly 
prelate, one of the glories of the 
Church in America, the Holv Father 
has issued the following pontifical 
document:
To Our Venerable Brothers Louis Na- 

zaire. Archbishop of Quebec, and to 
the Archbishops and Bishops of the 

t Dominion of Canada.
PIUS X., POPE,

Venerable Brothers, health and 
Apostolic Benediction.
It is truly fitting that the immor

tal obligations conferred on us by 
our ancestors and the great deeds 
done by them should be commemor
ated at fixed and suitable periods— 
piety itself and gratitude invite us 
to do this, and the souvenir of 
great virtues also admonishes and 
urges us to work together for the 
cause of public prosperity.

This duty of gratitude you are, we 
believe about to fulfil in June on the 
occasion of the third centenary of 
the foundation of Quebec and of the 
second centenary ot the deatn of 
Francois de Montmorency-Laval. And 
surely, when one reflects on the
great soul of the hero and on the 
importance of your city of Quebec, 
it becomes clear that the noble 
nation of Canada has good reason to 
honor the double event by special de
monstrations, nor is it at .all sur
prising that even outside your coun
try there should be such a great 
movement to madqe those feasts now 
being prepared most solemn and 
most brilliant, as they already pro
mise to be.

Prom tins joyous concert of grate
ful sons we do not wish that Our 
voice should be absent—the very spe
cial affection and the close ties that 
unite us to you would not permit 
that. For your historic life teaches 
you that while you are able to vie 
in social activity with the most pro- 

. gressive nations, you are second to 
none in safeguarding the religion of 
your forefathers. We know that, 
thanks be to God, in your country 
Christian institutions flourish and 
prosper, and that it is not alone 
private life which is permeated with 
the Catholic spirit, but also as 
should be the case, public life, and 
even the organization and govern
ment of the State. Moreover, among 
you the Church enjoys a liberty 
greater perhaps than anywhere else; 
t|nd in this fact we are pleased to 

recognize at once the courage and
perseverance of the Catholic citi
zens and the just influence of the 
British regime.

But most of all are we pleased 
•with your devotion towards our per
son, For if you have had manifest 
proofs of the (kindness of the Roman 
Pontiff towards you, we. on our 
side, cannot doubt the affection and 
obedience with which you honor the 
Vicar of Jesus Christ. We had a 
very eloquent testimony of it years 

.ago when our temporal dominion 
was attacked by armed enemies and 
the youth of Canada were the first 
to hasten in large numbers to -the 
Roman Pontiff, ready to give their 
lives to defend the rights of the 
Apostolic Sec.

But in thus praising the virtues of 
Canadian people a great share of 

•our eulogy must go to you. Vener
able Brothers, and bo your chi- 
and to all those among the laity 
who are working with you for the 
•defence and prosperity of the inter
ests of religion. For. it is owing on 
the on-- hand to your vigilence and 
car*‘ and on the other to the most 
prudent activity of those faithful 
ihat the Church* of Canada has been 

! enabled to maintain in all their 
| beauty those works of the past and 
j "to strain forward towards an in- 
I even singly better future.

You will understand, therefore, 
how heartily we take part in your 
common joy, and this we do all 

j the more willingly from the fact that 
on the occasion of the comihg célé
brât, o ns people will inevitably rc- 

! member all that the Canadian na- 
I tiou, from its origin down to the 

present day, owes to the Catholic 
religion and fbo the Church.

Among the most distant memories 
of history stands out the figure of 
Samuel de Champlain, a Frenchman 
by birth, distinguished for his genius 
as well as for his .courage, but still 

| more distinguished for his Christian 
wisdom. Charged by the King of 
France to found a sew colony on 

I your continent, nothing was nearer 
ins heart than the propagation of 
the name of C&tholiciam in those 
regions—he rightly deemed that he 

I could not better serve hie King bHan 
toy procuring the glory of Jesus 

I Christ. Thus from the very outset, 
j toy the foundation and dedication of a 
I temple, he consecrated the cradle of 
I Quebec, which was to be, as it were, 

the centre from which the influence 
of Christian civilization was to 

I spread all over North America. Short
ly after, animated by the hope of a 
most abundant harvest and with the 

I cordial approval of this ApoetoHc 
I See. he .secured missionaries upon 

missionaries, from France, the first 
arrivals bringing others after them, 
who worked with1 what ardor we

(kjnow, in rescuing from savagery mul
titudes of the natives, and in civil
izing and evangelizing them. Every
body knows that among all those 
apostles, the members of the Com
pany of Jesus especially distinguish
ed themselves—many of them, indeed, 
in the exercise of their sacred minis
try, met with the cruel death of the 
martyr.

Champlain, too, with rare pru
dence, after having made such excel
lent provision for the conversion of 
the inhabitants of the country, tootk. 
measures for preventing the licen
tiousness of newcomers from com
promising the success of the works of 
the colony. Not everybody was per
mitted to cross to America—only 
those might" do so who had given 
sufficient proofs of the practice of 
the Christian virtues. And it hap
pened’ that when men of evil life 
penetrated into New France, care 
was taken to have them arrested and 
sent back to their own country. An 
admirable policy ! and the fact that 
the French governors who succeeded 
Champlain maintained and followed 
it has, we are convinced, greatly con
tributed to the preservation of the 
faith and of Christian life among 
the Canadians.

These happy beginnings were won
derfully continued and built upon 
by the man chosen by Providence to 
be the first Bishop of Quebec. So 
many and so great were the happy 
results that adorned his long episco
pate that he was in a manner the 
creator ancf the artificer of almost ! 
all Lho glory which continues even j 
to-day to illuminate Canada and its j 

. Church. Reaching the diocese en- , 
trusted to him by the Roman Pon- • 
tiff he began with all that courage; 
he possessed to develop the works i 
successfullv established there for the 
common weal, and he labored with 
the utmost diligence to organize such 

, others as he thought opportune. 
Thus greatly enlarging the sphere 
of the religious missions, he sent all 
over North America, as far as the 
Gulf of Mexico and throughout the 
full extent of New France, the he- : 
raids of the gospel. To the mis- , 
sionaries he added nuns who served 
as precious aids to them in all their 
works and all the duties of Chris
tian charity. Careful as he was to 
preserve the colonists from all cor- 1 
ruption of morals, he was still more, 
solicitous in preserving their faith 
from all danger. And at a time 
when many were imbued with the 
spirit of Gallicanism, and laokling in 1 
deference for the Apostolic See, Fran
cois de Laval required that in his 1 
diocese the liturgy should be in full 
conformity with the Roman rites ami ; 
above ail things he inspired his clergy 
with the affection and devotion 
which he himself professed for the 
Sovereign Pontiff; in short, thanks 
to his perfect wisdom he drew closer 
and strengthened forover that, inti
mate union with the Roman Pontiff 
which, as we have already said, 
forms our greatest joy.

These services rendered to your 
country arc .surely gi*ent ones. but 
in our opinion the greatest of all 
of them is that Seminary of Quebec 
rnhich Francois de Laval founded and 
organized with ercat wisdom. Thanks 
to that- institution, the Canadian 
Church began to provide itself with 
numerous priests who formed in vir
tue and in knowledge, most devoted 
to the Sovereign Pontiff and their 
Bishops, united among themselves by 
a charity all fraternal, have ful
filled with great piety the duties 
of their ministry. From that 
some house excellent citizens have 
come forth at all times, well in
structed in all that appertains to 
social life, and it is by their ac
tion, seconded by their Bishops, 
that the Canadian nation has ac
quired the rights and liberties which 
it now possesses.

That seminary still stands, a most 
noble monument of pastoral solici
tude, preserving intact the character ( 
impressed on it and the spirit be
queathed to it bv its founder. It is 
as it were the mother and the model 
of almost all the other institutions 
among you which are specially con
secrated to the education of ecclesi
astical youth. But it must be re
membered especially—for this is the 
greatest glory of the Seminary of 
Quebec—that from this Seminary has 
been born, under the auspices of the 
Apostolic See and of the Canadian 
Episcopate, the I-aval University, 
that splendid sanctuary of science 
and fortress of Catholic truth.

FMnally," Francois Laval, as every
body knows, was the first to work 
to establish that concord between the 
ecclesiastical and the political power 

j which very happily exists among 
you; and this serves to explain why,

; on tfie occasion of the honors that 
arc about to be paid to him, the 
heads of the State are uniting with 

: you in OD3 common and unanimous 
! sentiment.
| The memory of all these great 
i things which will be recalled by the 
solemn celebrations that gre to take 

I place should stimulate all the faith
ful of your country to render public 

i tbariks to God whose helpful Pro
vidence has brought such prosperity 
on Canada: it should also prove an 

; invitation to . them to love with 
Î more affectionate devotion the 
Church who through her most illus- 

; trioVM sons has constituted herself for

Bishop de Laval.
Imposing Ceremony at Quebec at 

Unveiling of Monument by His 
Excellency Lari Giey.

It is estimated that fully a hund
red thousand people were present at 
the unveiling of the monument to 
the memory of Mgr. de Laval, first 
Bishop of Quebec. We reproduce the 
following from a despatch to the 
Star of this efty:

Spectators thronged the Bufferin 
Terrace and completely filled the 
park at the head of Mountain Hill, 
which was .-e scene of the old Par
liament Louse. Ail the surrounding 
streets, the Grand Battery, the roofs 
and windows ol uuildings in the 
neighborhood were also crowded.

Some twenty arenbishops and bi
shops and many hundreds of priests 
we're amongst the guests. Traffic by 
way of Mountain Hill was naturally 
suspended.

His Excellency the Governor-Gene
ral. who was accompanied by the 
Countess Grey and Lady Sybil Grey 
and Col. H un bury-W i 11 lams, was es
corted by the Queen's Own Canadian 
Hussars, and received by a guard 
of honor of the. Royal Canadian Gar
rison Artillery, the band playing the 
National Anthem, as usual, upon 
His Excellency’s arrival.

His Grace Archbishop Begin, who 
presided at the ceremony, received 
the Governor-General at the foot 
of the stand erected for the invited» 
guests, and escorted him to a seat 
upon his right, while the Papal dele
gate, Mgr. Sbaretti. was seated on 
the left of His Grace.

The Priests’ March, by Mendels
sohn, was played by the band and 
then the president, of the I .aval Mo
nument Committee, Mr. Si rois. N. 
P.. gave a short account of the work 
of the committee, thank,ing the sub
scribers. and saving that nothing 
remained to be done but to formally 
present the monument to the people 
of Quebec, after it had been duly 
unveiled by His Excellency the Gov
ernor-General.

Eight young children, four boys 
and four girls, each carrying a bas
ket of flowers and the end of one 
of the ribbons hanging from the veil 
of the statue, advanced to the stand 
and presented the flowers and the 
ribbons to the Governor-General 
The children represented the families 
of the four last bishops of Quebec: 
Turgeon, Baillargeon, Taschereau, 
and Begin.

As His Excellency pulled the rib
bons, the slight drapery of the sta
tue' was raised, together with the 
garland that encircled the head of 
the Ed shop, until the garland was 
caught up into the base of a magni
ficent crown susj>endcd in mid-air 
some twenty feet directly over the 
head of Mgr. de Laval. The opening at 
the same time of a spring door in the 
crown, permitted a number of white 
doves to flv^out, and flowers to fall 
upon the statue,

The troops presented arms and 
bombs thrown into the air fired a 
veritable salute and dropped small 
French and English flags and other 
mementoes of the occasion among 
the people.

His Excellency the Governor-Gene
ral, amid applause, which lasted for 
a considerable time, expressed thq plea
sure with which he was present ns 
representing His Majesty to lay a 
iri/bule of respect and homage at the 
foot of tliie bronze which was as im- 
jHirishable as the name and t-he vir
tues of the great apostle of Canada. 
Francois Montmorency de I.aval. Of 
all Canadian heroes, said His Excel
lency, Laval, the first Bishop of Que
bec, stands amongst the most no-ble. 
Mis devotion to works of charity, 
his care for the poor and for the 
working classes, his work as on cd- 
uacator, his zeal for the conversion 
of the Indians and for their protec
tion from the demoralizing influen
ces of the liqudr' trade, no less than 
his work as first chief pastor of his 
people, merit the recognition of suc
ceeding ages. His Excellence rejoic
ed that the liberality of British in
stitutions was such that under the 
present regime l he good work of Mgr- 
Laval had continued to flourish, and 
that the liberty and protection en
joyed by the church under British 
rule had been repaid by an unaltera
ble loyal tv to the Crown. He referred 
to the magnificent work done by La
val university, and to the character 
of the men whom it had produced,

them the dispenser of the Divine 
bounties.

Your authority. Venerable Bro
thers, will ensure the fulfilment of 
all these common duties. You have 
inherited as a sacred legacy, the dig
nity and the glory of the most 
holy Bishop, and it is fitting that 
every day you should (keep your eyes 
attentively fixed on the example he 
has left you.

For our part, that your centenary 
feasts may be fruitful for your en
tire nation, wc implore in your fa
vor an abundance of heavenly gifts. 
As a pledge of these and as a tes
timony of our paternal affection, re
ceive the Apostolic Benediction which 
we grant most affectionately in the 
Lord to you, Venerable Brothers, to 
your clergy, and to your, people.

Given at Rome, at St. Peter's, on 
the 31st day of March. 1908, in 
the fifth year of our Pontificate.

PIUS X., POPE.

expressing the hope that all future 
educators of the people would teach 
the salutary lessons of mutual re
spect and tolerance. Referring to the 
coming Tercentenary fetes, His Excel
lency expressed his pleasure that these 
present fetes so nearlv coincided with 
those of the coming Tercentenary ce
lebration of the founding of Quebec 
by Champlain. On the oeçasion oi 
these latter we should have with us ; 
the heir to the throne and the offi
cial representative of France, again 
associating us with the two great ! 
nations from -which we have sprung. 
In the brilliant scenes from our his
tory which will then be depicted upon 
the famous Plains, where fortune 
sm led in turn on .the two armies of 
our ancestors, and covered them with 
imperishable glory, we shall be shown * 
how durable the work of Champlain 
and Laval has been.

•Other si veches were made by Mgr. 
Sb. retti. by - Mgr. Begin, by Father • 
Ha r-\ who made a glowing eulogy of 
Mgr. de Laval and by the Hen Mes- i 
srs Turgeon and C ha pais.

Lon. Mr. Turgeon spoke as pres - , 
der of the St. .lean Baptiste Socv- j 
ty, recalling how intimately French- j 
Canadian lifennd character'were cor- ! 
necH'd with the life and work of Mgr. I 
de I aval.

An efficient choir sang noble an- j 
the.-ns between the different- speeches, j 
an the National Anthem concluded, 
as t had commenced, tho programme

At night Lho statue of Laval and 
all the public buildings were affair 
illti•ninated. th-1 crowds if anything j 
beine greater than on the preceding 
evening, and frequently interruptin' 
sir-ot traffic.

City of Three
Rivers Devastated.
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Three Rivers was visited on Mon
day by the most disastrous fire ever 
known in its history. Almost a 
thousand persons are homeless, ami 
more than a million dollars' worth 
of damage has bevn done, for the 
heai L of the old ci tv lias been wiped 
out oi existence. For half a mile 
Btnrare m tire nusmess section uni;, 
blackened ruins remain, with a few 
gaunt chimneys standing intact, 
wi .le furniture saved from the doom
ed buildings is piled upon the public

Starting in a wooden shed shortly 
after 12 o’clock, and fanned by a 
strong southwest wind, the fire had 
in one hour's time developed into a 
sea pf flame, with which the local 
tire -brigade of six u«k-n, assisted by 
volunteers, had to cope unaided until 
after eight o’clock, when the first , 
outside contingent front Grande Mere- ■ 
arrived. Though the doomed dis- . 
irict presented a vast scene of wild ; 
confusion, there was no loss of life. ;

Five bunks and eleven • hotels were ; 
burned to the ground in the path
way of the conflagration, and the 
<;i<i parish church of Three Rivers, j 
, ri-gimxlly built in 1064, and rebuilt ■ 
in 1714, -is destroyed, except for the ; 
walls, which remain standing. Near I 
the. clTurch the Custom House is also , 
in ruins. The latter building is also 
an historic one, having been used as 
a barracks in the e»i

1-t was at first thought that the 
Ursuline Convent was doomed, but 

i the Queli-ec fire brigade stationed 
themselves in front of. that and cut. 
off the sweep of the flames just at 
the critical moment. Many of the 
townspeople believe, however. that 
the building was miraculously saved.

So sweeping was the conflagration 
that not for at least half a century 
will the city recover its former pros
perity. The heart has been taken out 
of the ci tv and only a fringe of re
sidences and houses of inferior class 
remain.

Montreal sent down a detachment 
nf the fire brigade, headed by Deputy 
Chief Tremblay. They worked in the 
business district.

Probably more fortunate for the 
portion of the city that still re
mains intact than even the quick 
arrival of outside firemen, however, 
was the presence of the 85th Regi
ment and the 11th Argentcuil Rang
ers, . which had arrived for summer 
camp. They set to work to fight 
the flames as if they had been long 
accustomed to the work. To them 
also is largely due the credit of 
keeping down a panic, as men, wo
men and children struggled out of 
th-ir homes, carrying their furniture 
with them. Other soldiers were de
tailed to guard the furniture, as 
thousands of dollars’ worth was pil
ed upon Champlain Park.

By 7 o'clock the fire had been cut 
off, though it still continued to 
burn fiercely, and though the electric 
light bad been cut off, the doomed 
area was well lighted bv the flames 
that still burned in the ruins of what 
were once solidly-built stone build-

The principal buildings that fell a 
prey to the flames were:. The Bell 
TvPphone Company, the Great North 
Western, Dominion and Canadian Ex
press buildings, and the main bank
ing buildings, including the Ftpche- 
laaa. Quobec and Provincial.

The fire started first at about ten 
minutes past twelve in a shed beck 
of a livery stable on St. George st. 
How it started is a mystery, but in 
a few minutes flames from the shed 
were leaping Into the air and had

communicated to a nearby black
smith shop. The local brigade had 
in the meantime been called out. but

One of the greatest scenes of con
fusion in any building was presented 
inside the jail, which was right in ' 
the burning ami, but though me
naced to the last:—rt was finaliv - 
saved. There weiv - , hundred pri
soners inside who, b..-k.u - riirough 
the barred window.-, .saw buildings

vd to be sv't fr • the. town Po
lities were consulted on the subject, 
and things looked so serious that it . 
was decided to have everything in 
i « .idiness to liberate them at a mo
ment's notice, but owing to,tin- 
work of the fire fighting force this 
wa s unnecessa ry.

Another building that is a total 
ruin is the comparatively new post- 
office, the loss on which property is i 
approximated at. $70.000.

The Ursuline Convent was threat
ened time and again, but it was 
protected by its tin roof. It. was 
fortunate for the fire-fighters and 
troops in th'e vicinity that the build
ing was saved, for the majority of 
them would have had no food at 
all had it not been that, when tin- 
danger was over. i h«-v were invited 
into the spacious basement of Un
building, and milk, bread and tr
euils served to them. The Brothers 
of the St. L"isale monastery also 
rendered practical assistance in this

It was Deputy Chief Tmnl tl.iy that, 
took charge of the fighting staff 
near the convent, and monastery and , 
to his direction much credit is at
tributed.

The pleasing' feature of what was 
a terrible day for the city was 1 h<* 
cordial way in which other citizens _ 
opened their homes for their unfor
tunate townspeople. People were 
sheltered with the Greatest hospitali
ty. Homes ore also literallv cram
med with furniture that has Wvn ta
ken in to oblige those who have 
homes no longer.

The city was without adequate fire 
protection, there being no fire en
gines, but only hydrants sparsely disr- 
Iributed in the streets. Citizens de
clare that, some time ago the Mayor 
made an appeal to the City Council 
to vote the necessary amount for 
suitable fire apparatus, .but that the 
majority of the aldermen were op
posed to the suggestion. Tt fol
lowed that assistance had to b-ê call
ed from Shawinigan. G rand'mm*. 
Quebec and Montreal, to cope with 
the blaze, which wiped ont about 
half of the city. The combined bri
gades did good work, esjK-cially the 
Montreal, after whose arrival the 
conflagration was placed under con
trol.

Three Rivers, which is an mcori»o- 
rated city, and the capital cf St.

j Maurice countv, is situated at the
junction of the St. Ixvurenoe and St. 
Maurice rivers, it is reached by the 

I C.P.R., and is 96 miles cast of 
Montreal and 77 miles west of Que- 

1 bee. It is one of the oldest cities 
in the province, having %evn founded 

: in 1631, by Laviolette. under orders 
from Champlain. It contained a 
Catholic cathedral, a parish church, 
on Episcopal, the oldest in Canada, 
a Presbyterian, a Methodist church, 
a number of convents and schools; 
about 100 stores, 12 hotels. 10 
saxv-millfi, several foundries and ma
chine shops, one shoe factory, four 
branch banks ( Hocbelaga, Quebec. 
Nationale, Provinciale ), one private 
bank, one newspaper ('Trifluvien,

| French ), and three printing offices,
: besides telegraph and express offices, 
i The lumber trade is the principal in- 
j duptry. The Radnor Forges ere only 
| three miles distant, and the famous 
Sfrawinican Falls are but three hours 
drive. The population of the citv 

| is about 13,000.

Corns cripple the feet and make 
j walking a torture, yet sure relief in 
’ the shape of Holloway’s Corn Cure 
is within reach of all.

INCIDENTE NOW CLOSED.

Regret Expressed Over Occurrence in 
V.MCA Building.

( Gazette. )
When tli.e Fete Biuti procession 

i itch u Si James* Cathedral last 
Sunday a liltie incident occurred 
which was regretted at the time by 
all who heard it, and which led 
yesterday to an apology being made 
to Archbishop Bruchési. Several 
young men who were lodgers in the 
Y.M.C.A. building were interested in 
the crowd and being seized inadvised
ly with the spirit of levity began to 
whistle in unison an air* from a 
comic opera just at the moment pre
ceding Benediction of the JIost. The 
interruption was marked though it 
lasted bul® a few seconds. The matter 
was referred to the secretary uf the 
Y.M.C.A., who expressed his- regret 
at what had occurred, making it 
clear that Lite Y.M.C.A. as an orga
nization was not responsible for the 
acts of its lodgers. But Secretary 
Calhoun did not let the matter rest 
there. Hi- called upon the young 
men for an explanation, and they 
seamed- surprised at the turn of af
fairs. It was then recognized that 
an official disavowal was required. 
Secretary Calhoun readily consented 
to accompany the party to the 
archiépiscopal palace, where the Se
cretary of His Grace, who was ab
sent, received them, and to whom 
they offered an apology for what had 
happened. The incident was then 
closed with expressions of irood will 
on both sides. The whistling was, 
it appears, done more in a moment 
of forgetfulness than in ridicule, and 
the secretary of His Grace, in a 
courteous manner, assured his visit
ors that he was pleased to receive 
thorn, ami declared their visit was a 
proof of tlieir good-will.

The whittling was dm>3 from ono 
of the upper windows of the Y.M.C. 
A. building by the young men who 
had Item watching the procession 
for some time.

TRAGIC DEATH OF A YOUNG.
PRIEST.

The* young secretary of His Lord- 
ship Bishop Emard, uf Vallcylicld, 
met an untimely death on Aioniiuy 
by drowning at I‘oil Lewis. He had 
gone in the absence of tivj Bishop at 
Quebec, y to the episcopal country 
house for a few day's rest. The Lvuy 
was touiid floating in the Lath wh.ci 
is right opposite the episcopal resi
dence, and was taken to 
Yalleyfisld on Tuesday the funeral 
taking place tins morning at U.3U. 
The deceased was but 25 years of 
age, and was ordained only last No
vember after an exceptionally bril
liant course at the Vnlleyfield Col
lege. ilu leaves to mourn their 
loss his mother, two sisters and 
three brothers. We desire to ex
press our deep sympathy with Bishop 
Emard in the loss he has sustained, 
also the bereaved family.

No Me Divides.
( From the Spanish. )

Forget-me-not, ‘the parting hour haa

And winged time bids me all bast3 
depart,

A thousand things to tell you 1 had 
thought.

But I can only whisper this “For
get-me-not.”

Perhaps on brighter shores when an
chored, some

May greet me in sweet music of 
the heart;

Yet, I shall miss thee though in
““* every spot

You walk with me and speak, my 
own Forget^me-not.

Hoist sail, 0 ship, and reach tlio 
port of home,

She calls, upon the hill I see her 
start;

And waving roses she for me had 
brought,

I see above them all my own "Fore 
get-me-not."

MAX WALTER MANNIX.


