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„0«K SUPPORTS THE GOVBBN-
‘ MENT.

Mr F. D. Monk, the Quebec Con- 
dative leader, who announced hie 
intention of voting with the Govern­
ment on the Bill, said all that they 
were trying to prevent wae the na­
tional separation of the schools, the 
rtght to be exempt from double tar­
pon to which Catholics were sub­
jected all over the United States, 
.ad the right to the half hour's In­
duction at the end, of the day. The 
control of education in the schools 

.(emained absolutely In the power of 
the Government. Religious orders 
going up there to teach would be 
obliged to guallfy under the law. 
What the CathoHca were being given 
tns little enough. They would still 
have to depend on the generosity and 
broad-mindednese of the people of the 
Territories to be secure in their pri­
vileges. The principle of religious 
Instruction in the schools was care­
fully cherished in England, hut In 
this country there seemed to be a 
servile desire to imitate the United 
States in this respect. The Roman 
Catholics of the United States con­
tributed over *50,000,000 a year to 
keep up their own schools. Mr, 
Honk also quoted the utterances of a 
number of prominent Americans, in 

- order to show .that in the opinion of 
men of sound judgment the public 
school system was not a success. Mr. 
Menk closed by entering Me protest 
against the Insinuation that those 
who were championing the minority 
were dominated by the clergy. The 
clergy of Quebec did not exercise an 
inliueoce In politics. There was not 
a voter in Canada more prompt to 
resent such a thing than those of 
Quebec. "If," said Mr. Monk, "the 
parish priests of my riding were to 
unite to secure my election. I would 
lose my deposit." Political control 

*ty the clergy, he declared, was a flg- 
unent of the mind.

SIFTON CALLS IT COMPROMISE.
Hon Clifford Sifton :—
"We are face to face with an abso­

lutely irreconcilable state of affairs. 
The Minister of Finance put it very 
well the other evening. He said : 
-'What are you going to do ? What 
.-are you going to decide ? The King’s 
,Government must be carried on; the 
I business of the country must be car­
ried on; and there is only one or 
two ways in which this question must 
.be decided. The Protestant people 
' °f Canada say to the Roman Catho- 
flic peoples 'You cannot convince us,
■ we cannot convince you, but there are 
more of us than there are of you and 
we are going, to vote you down.’ I 

.put aside a proposition of that kind. 
(Applause.) There is no man In this 
Government who would contemplate 

: attempting to carry out a proposi­
tion of that kind if he had the pow- 
®" Kenst of all would my honorable 

' friend who leads the Opposition de­
sire to see a proposition of that kind 
carried out, no matter what his 
views on the merits of the question 
might be ? Then, what are you go­
ing to do ? What is the position 
* ««fairs going to be? 
lou cannot make an is­

sue on these questions, either for 
the members of this Bouse or the in- 

habitanu of the Dominion of Cana- 
da; and even if you old, as my hon­
orable friend, the Minister of Fin- 
““ weU said: 'If those who

in thl* Hou* as he did com- 
M»d with me. and U the result of 
r“T aflorta were to drive 'the right 
honorable gentleman from office on 
, '}U“tion'’ 111 that my honorable 
nend ““ Minl»ter of Finance, said

•wou,^ n,8ht' “«oh more,
would be true. (Hear, hear.') No
Sraater Politic* misfortune could 
Jahpen to hob. gentlemen opposite, 
££t they cotiW be called upon 'to 

under those circumstances.
“ hM>Pe0ed' Even- man

knows the political history of 
Ca»«da know, that we might fight 
■*Kwt this question yeaTin

°ut 'or years. The political 
ml h °“Cial Progress of the country
the co„m P”alyIed' business of

country woidd be blocked bv the
» Of affairs, and after a w«

1 done we should simply be Where

" to come together on

ttt'go
_ I believe that the 

essential principles of a first class, 
national school system erne 

not impaired, and the taint of what 
I call ecclesiasticism In schools, and 
which, in my Judgment, always re­
sults in inefficiency, will not be found 
in the school system of the North­
west under tills legislation, unless 
the people of the Northwest choose 
to have it, in wMch case it is their 
business and not ours. (Applause.) 
I may say, Mr. Speaker, that I have 
found a very great deal of difficulty 
in deciding upon my course on this 
question."

We reprint the following letter from 
the Daily Witness of March 18th

To the Editor of the Witness:
Sir,—In your editorial of March * 

you state :
We print in this paper an able and 

excellent argument signed “Cana­
dian," on behalf of the right of se­
parate schools. It is the argument 
used by the defenders of liberty of 
conscience the world over, and is in 
theory unanswerable. It Is Indeed 
the argument which one would think 
would have some day to prevail, as 
the consciences of men became more 
exacting, with the result that there 
will be no state schools, as already 
there is no state church. Grant that 
a man has a conscience about the 
kind of teaching that should be given 
at school, and, according to the re­
ceived dictum of Protestantism, no 
government has a right to take his 
money for teaching that is not ac­
cording to his conscience. Still less 
has it a right to subject his children 
to such teaching. It) is curious what 
contradictory people mortals are. 
This is illustrated by the school 
question wherever public schools ex- 
irt. The United States set up ab­
solute religious liberty as the cor­
ner stone of its constitution, and yet 
there is no country which so deter­
minedly imposes its public school 
system on all. In England at pro, 
sent the most stalwart defenders of 
the Church and State are the most 
determined upholders of voluntary 
schools, while it is the Nonconform­
ists who can recount many martyr­
doms for freedom in religion who are 
now willing to accept martyrdom 
again on behalf of a system of com­
mon as opposed to sectional schools 
Here in Canada the only remnant of 
State Churchism that we have is 
where the Roman Catholic Church 
imposes itself by law on its own ad- 
herpnts. Those churches which have 
State Churchism among their tenets 
are the ones which are advocates of 
freedom in school teaching, while 
the adherents of those bodies which 
hold to voluntaryism arc always 
found supporting common schools. 
No religious body has pronounced it- 
self against all remnants of state 
Churchism more tenaciously than the 
Baptists, and they have been the 
first to mafce as a body formal pro­
test against the separate school prin­
ciple in the new provinces. The con­
stancy of this phenomenon demands 
some exiAanation of the philosophi­
cal mind/ which is the category in 
which we would place that of our 
correspondent "Canadian."

If the argument in favor of separ­
ate schools is unanswerable in theory 
it cannot be false in practice because 
facts and truth are . the same. fi. 

theory cannot be true if its applica­
tion is false. When we say that a 
theory is true or that a thing is true 
in theory and false in practice, we 
are contradicting ourselves. It is 
not the realization of the theory in 
practice that is false, but the baA 
application ^ it. If humanity were 
perfect and could apply true theory 
perfectly we would see that there is 
no contradiction between the truth 
of a theory and its true application. 
I think that the "phenomenon" 
podnted out by you is easy to ex­
plain. There is a misunderstanding 
as to what is union of church 
state. The doctrine of the Catholic 
Church is that God has divided the 
government of humanity into two 
powers—the religious and the civil. 
The first power relates to divine 
matters, the second to human mat­
ters. Each is sovereign, each is con­
tained in perfectly determined umi 
traced limits in conformity with its 
natural and its special end in each 
of their spheres. Those powers ex­
ercise their actions completely inde­
pendent one from the other, but as 

authorities very often exercise 
on the same subjects it is 

that there should be be- 
the two powers Mations well 

For instance, all that is 
gs. all that re- 

salvation of the soul 
- of God, these all 

authority of

SUtes absolute religious liberty is 
set up as the corner stone of iU con­
stitution there is really no religious 
liberty. First, the spirit of the con­
stitution of the United SUtes is not 
to give complete religious liberty to 
the Church in its own sphere, but is 
to give dominance first and last in 
every matter to the state. The re­
sult is that on the question of 
schools the state completely disre­
gards the liberty of conscience of the 
parents and takes possession of the 
child and educates hi$n as if he were 
the property of the SUte.

As to the religious liberty that ex­
iste in the United States, it is only 
apparent. It permits the individual 
to have all the inward belief that he 
wants, but it does not permit the re­
ligious bodies to exercise their good 
influence in a social way. The system 
of union of church and state that ex­
ists in England is far nearer religi­
ous liberty than the system that ex­
ists in the United States, because in 
England if the system is not perfec­
tion there is a large guarantee for 
liberty of conscience, that is real li­
berty of conscience. The United 
SUtes, for instance, in the question 
of schools, has directed its efforts in 
protecting liberty of conscience of the 
parents.

But the ideal union of church and 
etate would be the protection by the 
United SUtes of the Church acting 
in its own sphere, You> state that 
"here in Canada the only remnant of 
state churchism* that we have is 
where' the Roman Catholic Church 
imposes itself by law on its own ad­
herents." The expression used by 
yourself shows that in having the 
protection of the law the Catholic 
Church does not interfere with the 
liberty of conscience of any one be­
cause the law applies only to the ad­
herents of the Church. If we used 
the word "adherents" we pre-euppose 
freedom. If what you call the ad­
herents of "sUte churchism," what 
I call the believers in friendly under­
standing between church and state, 
are advocates of freedom in school 
teaching it is because they are the 
real supporters of true liberty of 
conscience. One of the first doctrines 
of the Church is that nobody can be 
forced to adhere to the Catholic 
Church against his will, and if you 
apply this principle truly you, will 
understand why those who are in fa­
vor of a good understanding between 
church and sUte, or the union of 
church and state, are against com­
pelling the children to go to com­
mon schools.

With you, I txfiieve that the gov­
ernment has no more call to furnish 
people's children with education than 
with food and clothes or with reli­
gion or some other necessary thing. 
But the Government has authority 
to make good laws, see that the 
people will be able to give their chil­
dren education, food and clothes, and 
even religion. In other words, the 
state is absolutely bound to protect 
the people of the country in the ef­
forts that they make to develop not 
only the production of food and 
clothes, but also education and re­
ligion, and if the Government is go­
ing to do more than legislate 
that the education would be ade­
quate, if the Government is going to 
give money to a certain class of 
schools which, as you say, is teach­
ing what is not according to the 
conscience of a great port of the peo 
pie, it is the duty of the Government 
to furnish money to all the schools.

It would be absolutely unjust and 
unfair to tale my money to support 
the schools in which I did not be­
lieve. The money that the state 
pays is the money of the people, and 
if the people of the country choose 
to pay taxes for schools in an indi- 
rect way by having it passed by the 
channel erf state, it does not ' mean 
that it is no more the money of the 
people nor that it is no more destin­
ed to education.

Those who are in favor of common 
schools, let them have part of that 
money according to their population. 
Those who are in favor of religious 
schools, let them also have a part 
of that money according to their po­
pulation. A, who is in favor of 
common schools, win receive back his 
money, and B, who is In favor of 
religious schools, will also have back 
his own money.

The state has no other authority 
on this question than to protect the 
development of education according 
to the consciences of all the people 
of this country, and if the people 
choose to use the state as a machine 
to collect from the people money for 
education and^to distribute that mo­
ney for the education of the children 
it cannot be done indiscriminately. 
It cannot be done completely in an 

•1 way which can be cover-
•* <*

In tiurei.no,

those countries which are governed 
by the separate school idea have a 
poor system of education, and those 
who repudiate all religious teaching 
have a strong and vigorous system. 
I think that this argument is rather 
sophistical. If we would compare 
the system of schools that exist in 
the United States with the system of 
schools that exist in Canada, we 
would see that our system is certain­
ly superior, if we take into consider­
ation the fact that we have not 
given as much money for education 
an the United States. We are not 
as rich a people, and consequently 
we did not give for education as 
much as we could have done if we 
had been richer.
It is all very well to compare in 

an offhand way the systems of 
schools existing In different coun­
tries, but we must take also into 
consideration the efforts that are 
made towards developing a system 
of sdhools. Certainly if more money 
is spent on a system of common 
schools they will appear more vigor­
ous; but the fact that more money 
is given for a system of schools is 
not the fault of the system, it is the 
fault of the people or it may be only 
the fault of the conditions in which 
the people are.

I do not want to go into a study 
of the social and political effect of 
the different systems of schools, but 
I will point out to you, Mr, Editor, 
the reports of the different superin­
tendents of the schools in the United 
States who are alarmed at the rapid 
pace with which the system of 
schools existing in the United States 
is destroying all religious ideas and 
All morality. I might point out fur­
ther to you that half of the popula­
tion of the United States do not be­
long to any religious organization 
which would mean that half of the 
population is a population of free­
thinkers. With this in view I woidd 
say that I would prefer for the bene­
fit of the public of this country even 
what is called the "inferior system 
of the Province of Quebec," which 
has at least produced a broad-minded 
and moral population.

As to the inferiority of the sys­
tem of schools of the Province of 
Quebec, we must remember that when 
the comrilon school system has ex­
isted in Canada since the last part 
of the eighteenth century the system 
of schools in Quebec has been only 
organized in 1846-47, and that con­
sequently the other system has a 
longer existence. Certainly this 
should be taken into account when' 
we are making comparisons, and even 
then there has been more progress in 
the last thirty years in the Province 
of Quebec in this system of education 
than in any other province of Cana­
da. When the peojAe of Quebec will 
have decided that they are in a po­
sition to give more money for edu­
cation, we may be sure that the 
separate school system will be, if not 
more flourishing, as flourishing 
any other system that exists in the 
woifd.

We must remember that the people 
of the Province of Quebec are not 
placed in the some position as the 
people of the other provinces. They 
were left in 1763 by the richer and 
more educated classes of their popu 
lation. Only 6(^000 farmers were 
left. They were generally poor, and 
what wealth they have now in the 
Dominion of Canada and in the Unit­
ed States they have acquired by their 
own efforts. They did not have any 
millions coming from the Old Coun­
try. They did not have institutions 
endowed with millions by million 
aires. They arc a poor people who 
have worked conscientiously, and 
tihInk successfully, • if you compare 
their present status in the Dominion 
of Canada with the status of those 
who had all the capital of the Old 
Country at their disposal. For seven­
ty-five years they were prevented 
from sending their children to school 
because the schools that then existed 
under the law, were against their 
consciences. And ae I have said .be­
fore, it was only in 1846 that they 
acquired' the liberty of education su#-* 
ficiently to begin to organize a sys­
tem of schools, and at that time 
the inhabitants were prejudiced 
against schools from the fact that 
during seventy-five years they had 
forced on them a system of schools 
to which they could not subscribe. 
The clergy had to impress upon the 
population the necessity of education, 
and in certain parte of the. province 
of Quebec it took years for the clergy 
to destroy the prejudice that 
been created by the enforcement of 
common schools on them. Those 
prejudices are now thii^e of the 
part and the people of the province 
of Quebec believe to education, 
for the last ten years the attendance 
in the public schools of the Province 
of Quebec has been better than the 

schools to

prevail to the province of Québec 
should prevail elsewhere. We are
not advocating that the methods 
which prevail in the province of Que­
bec should prevail elsewhere, even If 
we think that the methods of the 
province of Quebec, being given the 
conditions which prevail there, are 
good, but what we say is that if in 
theory the system of separate schools 
is the only system that will permit 
true liberty of conscience to prevail, 
it should be the system adopted in 
this country. All constitutions are 
the charter of liberty. They should 
provide that the legislature will not 
have the right to interfere with the 
liberty of the subject. It is not 
question of provincial rights, because 
a province has no more right to 
have the power to interfere with the 
liberty of the subject in a matter 
like this than would have the Impe­
rial Parliament.

CANADIAN.
Ottawa. March 16, 1905.

Holes From Parishes of the City.
ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH.

At the high Maas on Sunday, Rev. 
Father Martin Callaghan took occa­
sion to refer to the recent retreats 
preached by the Redemptorist Far 
there. The pastor was particularly 
well pleased with the attendance, 
good will and devotion shown by the 
married and single ladies of the par­
ish. To-morrow the Forty Hours’ 
devotion will open, and close on 
Sunday after high Mass.

* * ♦
AT ST. ANTHONY’S CHURCH.
At the early Mass Rev. Father 

Shea preached* on the z Catholic 
Church and miracles. During his 
discourse he took occasion to refer 
to some of the objections used by 
Protestants against the church, ee-t 
pecially that the power which Christ 
had given to the Apostles died with 
the Apostles.

♦ * *
AT ST. GABRIEL’S CHURCH.

Immediately after High Mass on 
Sunday, the members of St. Gabriel’s 
Total Abstinence and Benefit Society 
wiH hold their meeting.

♦ ♦* *
AT THE FRANCISCAN CHURCH, 

Solemn high Mass was sung at 
eight o’clock, at which a profession 
took place. In the afternoon a large­
ly attended meeting of the English- 
speaking members of the men’s
branch of the Third Order .took place.
A sermon was preached and Benedic­
tion of the Blessed Sacrament given

Feast of the Annunciation.
The solemnity of the Feast of the 

Annunciation was fittingly celebrated 
in all the Catholic churches of the 
city last Sunday.

Consécration of BIshop-eleet licicot.
On Wednesday, May 3rd, Right 

Rev. Bishop-elect Racicot will be 
consecrated Auxiliary Bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Montreal, by His 
Grace Archbishop Bruchési at St. 
James Cathedral. His Grace will be 
assisted by the Bishops of St. Hya­
cinthe, Joliettc, V alley field and Shor* 
brooke.

The Archbishop Celebrates 
His Eighth Anniversary

His Grace Archbishop Bruchési ce­
lebrated the eighth anniversary of 
his elevation to the Archiépiscopal 
dignity on last Friday. At eight 
o’clock the Archbishop pfilciated at 
Mass, assisted by the Canons of the 
Cathedral and several priests of the 
city. After the service His Grace 
met the different pastors and curates 
at the Palace and extended to them 
the best wishes and blessing of His 
Holiness Pope Pius X. The True 
Witness Joins with the faithful of 
the Arçhdioceee in wishing our be­
loved Archbishop Ad Multos Annoe.

GENERAL ITEMS OF INTEREST 
AROUND THE CITY.

MISS SHEDLOCK’S STORIES.
Miss Marie Shedlock, of London* 

England, will make her first appear­
ance in Montreal next month, when 
she will give three of her delightful 
story-telling entertainments, for the 
benefit of the Victorian Order of 
Nurses. The first two will take 
place on the evenings of Apr* 12 
and 18 In the Art Gallery. There 
will be a matinee on April 14 at 
4.15 in the Windsor Hall. That the 
charm of a story Is in the telling of 
it is the experience of those who 
have heard Miss Shedlock’s delight- 
fi* interpretations of Hans Christian 
Andersen’s works.

ST. AGNES’ CHURCH CHOIR COHCERT
The first concert given by the mem­

bers of St. Agnes Church choir prov­
ed to be an event which should long 
be remembered by those who W 
the pleasure of assisting thereat. 
Long before the appointed hour the 
immense hall of the Monument Na­
tional was crowded to its utmost ca- 
parity with friends from far and 
near who had come to while away 
a short time in the anticipation of 
one of those entertainments which 
so beflttingly blend education 
pleasure, and in this they were ce**- 
tainly well recompensed. Shortly; 
after eight o’clock the pastor. Rev. 
W. J. Casey, opened the evening’s 
proceedings by welcoming those pre­
sent and paying a glowing tribute 
to the energy and zeal of his young 
and gifted assistant, Rev. Father 
Singleton.

The stage decorations, under the 
management of Mr. E. Quinn, left 
nothing to be looked for, and reflect 
much credit upon his talent in that 
direction. The various Irish parishes 
of the city were well represented 
both by their priests and people, and 
the most profound interaÂ prevailed 
during the entire evening. While it 
may seem almost out of place to 
make special choice among the per­
formers, yet we cannot pass over in. 
silence the^ parts taken by Messrs* 
gsuçjçr 884' LfiiBWrpux; the fRgtrjh 
mental «elections by the two power­
ful orchestras, and the work of 
Miss E. Murphy, accompanist for 
tha lady an» gentlemen's choir. Let 
us also be permitted to congratulate 
Mr. J. I. McCaffrey for the untiring 
efforts he had put forth in order to 
make the concert a success. On the 
whole, the first concert of the St. 
Agnes Church choir seas a splendid 
success from first to last.

Taubers Ask for i Bitter Iiji,
The secular teachers of the city 

under the direct control of the Car 
tholic School Commissioners’ Board* 
sent a petition signed by a large 
majority asking for a substantial in­
crease in their present salaries. On 
Monday afternoon a meeting of the 
teachers took place at the Commer­
cial Academy, 1999 St. Catherine 
street, when the petition was read 
to the assembled teachers in French 
and English. The document dealt 
at length on the high cost of living 
at present, and entered into details 
as regards the monthly expenses, 
which go from $70 to $100. As 
many of the teachers are receiving 
only $600 to $650 a year, work 
after school hours, and also during 
the summer holidays has to be done 
in order to meet current expense». 
In years gone by teachers commenced 
at a salary of $800 or $400. and 
after thirty years of active servies 
somè have not yet reached the maxi­
mum salary of $1000.

Mr. J. V. Desaulniers, Principal of 
Belmont School, presided, while Mr. 
Charbonneau acted as secretary. It 
was unanimously resolved that Pro­
fessors Lane tot, Charbonneau and 
McGuire represent the teachers at 
the meeting of the Commissioners* 
Board on the following evening.

At the meeting of the Catholic 
School Board, held on Tuesday open­
ing, the resignation of Mgr. Racicot 

a* read and accepted. Rev. Abba 
Troie, of Notre Dame, Church, wan 
unanimously chosen as chairman of

At the Hochelaga (caveat.
On Thursday morning, March 23rd, 

fifteen young ladies were invested 
with the habit of the order of Jesus 
and Mary at Hochelaga. The cere­
mony was performed by Right Rev.
Bishop-elect Racicot, and the Mass . 
said by Rev. Father Beau lac. ltev. B^ard; I^ev- Philippe Perrier, 
Abbe Bourassa, curate of the Church 
of the Sacred- Heart, gave the 
mon for the occasion.

The following young ladies were 
invested with the religious habit ;
Aliases J. Keane, S. McCarthy, E. 

ulieu, C. Semmes, E. Hemond,
Gullbault, M: Montpetit, A. Bour­

geois. A. Chausse, O. Ohicoine, D.
Valois, A. Vesina, H. Cosette. A.
L’Heureux and A. Cote.

After the religious ceremony 
address was presented to Bi 

congratulating him ,

the Archbishop's Palace, replace* 
the new chairman as a member of 
the Board. The delegation from 
Teachers’ Association was well 
cefved by the Commissioners, 
after tiro reading of the p 
Commissioners promised ■ 
their j

; to ,


