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not for us to lament 
Aubrey de Vere—for 
was more than full, a 
expected to extend 
but it*is for us to tl

" Infinite distance still divides 
Created from creative power ; 

But all that intercepts and hides 
L;es dwarfed by that surpassing 

Tower."

THE DEAD POET.—With New­
man and Faber is Aubrey de 
,Vere ranked in the category 
of the , sweet singers of the 
Bleeped Virgin's praise. He has

BV CRUX.'
of rest from the whirl of business 
there, within those quiet precincts' 
the self-sacrificing daughters of the
SKXS&bSS&SiNW" .«ftft in
praÿôftf to God, and intervening be­
tween Him and the sinfulness that 
is abroad. What a lesson for, the 
Catholic to study I

A PROTECTING SCAPULAR. - 
We have been taught by the Church 
the*, the protection that ft extended 
to the one who wears that “ livery 
of Mary," known as the scapular, ft 
of such a nature that its evidence 
cannot be mistaken. Thousands of 
instances have been authenticated in 
which the most wonderful interven­
tion of heaven in favor of those who 
had been enrolled ip pnd were faith­
ful to the obligatiqns of the scapu­
lar was m&dft. manifest. The follow­
ing case, which we take from an 
American Catholic contemporary 
would seem to add to the list ahové 
referred to, and certainly constitutes 
a fresh incentive to all Catholics to 
place theniselves under the special 
protection of the most powerful of 
all God's creatures, the One whom 
He selected to be the Mother of Hft 
Divine Son, an(T whom that Son

CATHOLIC DEVOTION. — Many 
who are outside the Church have 
expressed their astonishment at the 
regularity with which Catholics at­
tend Mass. That they should flodc 
to thp Church on special occasions, 
when they, may expect exceptional 
music and eloquent sermons,\ts not 
a matter of surprise to any one; but 
what cannot be readily understood ft 
the pains . taken, under frequently 
adverse circumstances, to attend a» 
Low Mass in the very early hours 
of the morning. The other morning, 
long before the stars had vanished 
from the sky, the writer was going 
along St. Alexander street, when 
he noticed, in the cold of the win­
ter's early hours, an old lady» lean­
ing heavily on a cane, wending her 
feeble way to St. Patrick’s church 
to attend Mass. What devotion, 
what piety, what seriousness must 
not that aged soul possess ! There 
was nothing to prevent that zealous 
Catholic Woman from enjoying the 
sweet consolatipn that comes from 
the altAr. The air-might be chilly, 
the winter advanced, !he streets 
snow-covered, the hbur ,early, her 
own strength impaired, but all that 
did not matter. The attractions 
and comforts of the home might 
suggest rest and ease, but yonder, 
in the church, the attractions and 
consolations that a lively faith cre­
ate, were stronger thrfh all others. 
That is the spirit that belongs to 
our faith, that is inculcated by our 
Cjiurch, and that the world cannot 
understand.

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦■♦♦ I I M M the 'pfeet of Our Lady had lived, had 
sung, and had left such a splendid 
heritage to the generations to come; 
it is for us to pray that he has the 
reward, in peace and God's gldry, 
of his long life of beautiful devo­
tion.

ÿ*******|.ip||eluding remarks on the life ol Saint 
1 Patrick—they will tell the story of 
i de Vere’s religious . eoul ; "After 
i these miracles, therefore, after re­

suscitating the dead, after healing 
lepers, and the blind, and the deaf 
and the lame, and all diseases ; after 
ordaining bishops and priests and 
deacons, and people of all orders In 
the Church ; after teaching the men 
of Erin, and after baptizing them ; 
after founding churches and monas­
teries ; after destroying idols and 
Druldical arts, the hour of death of 
Saint Patrick approached. He re­
ceived the Body of Christ from the 
Bishop Tassach, according to the 

b counsel of the Angel Victor. He 
resigned his spirit afterwards to 
Heaven in the one hundred and 
twentieth year of his age. His body 
is still here on earth, with honçr 
and reverence. Though great his 
honor here, greater honor will be to 
him in the Day of Judgment, when 
judgment will be given in the fruit 
of his teaching, as of every great

When the death of the late vener­
able Irish poet and litterateur, 
Aubrey Thomas de Vere, was an­
nounced last week, it fell to my lot 
to prepare some short notes on his 
career. Eighty-eight years consti- 
ture a long span of life, and a man, 
who has been unceasingly active 
with his pen during all that time, 
must necessarily have done much for 
either the good or the bad ; in the 
case of de Vere it has been pre­
eminently for the good. Possibly 
hie retiring life and his devotional^ 
habits have prevented the general 
reaxilng world from knowing all that 
should be known of this unique 
character in the anpals of Irish l.t- 
oraturc, • I feel that I have been too 
absorbed in the study and delights 
Of bis nobfe productions to be able 
to measure his worth with the im­
partiality which one should bring to 
such a criticism, or appreciation, as 
this. I'would feel too prone to go 
off in visions and holy dreams of an 
almost celestial character were I to 
attempt writing all I have felt and 
experienced under the spell of his 
chaste and noble muse. I there­
fore prefer to tell what others 
thought of him, and leave to his 
works the easy task of building up 
the fame which be deserves and 
which his humility ever shunned. I 
Will begin with a quotation from 
Henry Morley's introduction to one 
of de Vere’s books.

Noies nil Comments. and it requires only Catholics them­
selves to set it in motion. Ample 
opportunities are afforded by the 
Catholic Association for social inter­
course, and it should be the aim o! 
every Catholic not only to support 
such a society but to bring it under 
the notice of fellow-Catholica and to 
induce them to join. The need for 
Catholic social intercourse, especial­
ly in this vast metropolis, is a great 
one, and each and every member of 
the Association and reader of this 
circular should endeavour to supply 
this need, which can best be done by 
bringing the Association under the 
hotîcè oî 6Bô'â îîlcüllS «ni “uioSât* 
ing: its claims as far as possible."

SCOTLAND AND SCOTCHMENA 
Rev. Father Athanasius, O. F. M., 
speaking at the monthly meeting of 
the Brothers of the Assumption, 
held in London, Eng., made the fol­
lowing references to Scotland and 
Scotchmen. He said Scotchmen were 
most generous' to religion, and most 
united whpn religious objects were 
in question. Their charity was not 
confined to their own parish. If therè 
was a bazaar or a social reunion in 
one parish all parishes united to sup­
port it. The same "unity was seen in 
elections, when Catholics from etery 
parish came to. assist a Catholic 
candidate. The Scotch «were well 
educated, and parents did all they 
could to get their children well edu­
cated. That was the great reason 
why Scotchmen filled so many im­
portant situations in this country. 
Catholicity had made great strides 
in Glasgow -of which he was espe­
cially .speaking. Eighty years ago 
Catholics had to meet and go to 
church in gangs for protection. Now 
the Archbishop was one of the most 
respected amongst the citizens.

A. POLISH BISHOP. — The secu­
lar . papers have been interviewing 
Bishop Messmer, of Green Bay, Wis., 
upon the much-agitated appointment 
of * A Polish Bishop in the United 

i States, says the "Catholic Uni­
verse."

is quoted as saying that the 
Polish Catholics ofiAmerica are mak­
ing >an organized effort to secure the 
appointment of a Bishop to repre­
sent the race in the American hier- 
arraÿ. They have adopted resolu­
tions tp this end ana two Polish 
print's, Fathers Kruszka, of Ripon,

and Pitass, of Buffalo, have 
gone to Rome to present the résolu­
tions and a petition to the Holy 
Father.

The Bishop made no predictions in 
regard to the outcome of the mis- 
sibh. The subject has been sufficient­
ly aired in the columns of this and 
other Catholic Journals. The Polish 
eleffiteht of the Catholic population 
ft ar force to be reckoned with. It 
will undoubtedly, when the time is 
ripe, have its able representatives in 
the hierarchy of this country. But 
it is safe to assume that these . re­
presentatives will not be Bishops by 
virtue of their own pre-eminent abil­
ity.

A GENEROUS DEED. — A philan­
thropic Catholic lady of New York, 
Mrs. Thomas F. Ryan, has arranged 
for the building, in one of the most 
beautiful suburbs of that city, of a 
well-equipped country sanitarium for 
the convalescent patients of St. Vin­
cent’s Hospital. The Sisters .will 
have charge of the institution. It 
will include a large farm, where ve­
getables, fruit and flowers will be 

’grown to supply £oth j-he city hos­
pital and the sanitarium. One of the 
features will be a special accident 
ward for railroad employes injured 
in the vicinity.

This unique and practical charity 
Is only one more in the long list of 
Mrs. Ryan's benefactions. She and 
her husband , are among the best- 
known Catholics in New York.
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OUR LADY'S LAUREATE.—Now 
we will turn to the grandest,» the 
most glorious title that the pen of 
poet could win for a gifted son of 
genius : "Laureate of Our Lady." 
I may as well here remark that de 
Vere Was a convert to Catholicity. 
While in Rome, after his eftnversion, 
he was received several times in pri­
vate audience by Pope Pius IX. On 
one of these occasions the great Pon­
tiff of the Immabulate Conception 
urged upon the poet to dedicate 
some of his great powers to the hon­
or of the Mother of God. It was 
In compliance with this request 
that de Vere wrote his glorious vol­
ume, "Ancilla Domini" (The Hand­
maid of the Lord) ; and it was the 
contents of this book of poems that 
earned for him the enviable title of 
"Laureate of Our Lady;" If any of 
my readers should chance upon the 
volume of the "Ave Marie," for the 
latter half of 1898, they #>-will find 
therein two very learned and appre­
ciated papers on this phase of de 
Vere’s life, from the pen of the Rev. 
R. O. Kennedy. They will learn 
therefrom that the poet's work in 
honor of Mary is retnarkable, both 
for its strict theological bearing and 
Its poetic inspiration.

CLOISTERED DEVOTION. — It 
was evening, and the writer was 
passing by the Hotél Dieu. The 
doors of the elegant chapel were 
still open to the public, and he 
quietly dropped in to pay a short 
visit to the Blessed Sscrament. 
There were no lights, save the sano 
tury lamp and a few floats around 
the altar. There was a profound 
silence in the temple, and apparent­
ly not a living person under the 
sacred roof. Suddenly a soft and 
apparently distant murmur aroseL 
like the far-off harmony of trained 
voices breathing in whispers: It was 
the ' evening office* being recited by 
the cloistered nuns, behind the grat­
ings !hat separate them from the ex­
terior chapel. There was a solemn­
ity about the half-meditative pray­
ers that issued from the hidden en­
closure, that penetrated the sanc­
tuary, and seemed thence to take 
flight heavenward. While the busy 
world was rushing homeward from 
toil/and daily occupations, intent on 
the affairs of life and tHe few hours

oparrows Point last summer was 
dreadfully burned by molten metal 
and slag, and was so seriously in­
jured that his physicians considered 
his death inevitable in a very short 
time. For many years, however, he 
had worn a scapular and to this 
fact attributes his recovery and re­
storation tp health and strength. 
The molten metal burned consider­
able flesh from a portion of his body 
but in the region of the heart, where 
a hole had been bdrned deeply in the 
chest, was discovered a material,ior, 
substance, whifih nroved to be thé 
scapular worn by Weldon. The sca­
pulars were not injured in any way, 
and to having them on his person 
he firmly believes his life was saved, 
and he expresses the most profound 
gratitude that his injuries were not 
fatal. The case has excited much in.

SIR, AUBREY DEf VERB —It is 
thus Morley refers to the elder 
de Vere : " The name of Au­
brey de Vere is the more pleasantly 
familiar because its association with 
our highest literature has descended 
from father to. son. In 1822, Sir 
Aubrey de Vere, of Curragh Chase, 
byv Adore, in the County of Limer- 
icfcr-then thirty-four years of age- 
first made his mark with a dramatic 
poem upon Julian the Apostate. In 
1842 Sir Aubrey published Sonnets, 
which his friend, 
cribed as

Wordsworth, des-
_________ the most perfect of our
age ' ; and in the year of his death 
he compiled a dramatic poem upon 
‘Jtfary Tudor,' published in the next 
year, 1847, with the ‘ Lamanetation 
of Ireland and Other Poems.' Sir 
lAîubrey de Vere’s ' Mary Tudor ' 
should be read by all who have réad 
•Tennyson's play on the same t-« 
Jept.” _____

AUBREY THOMAS DE VERE — 
I will continue the quotation from 
Morley : " The gift of genius pass­
ed from Sir Aubrey to his third son, 
Aubrey Thomas de Vete, who was 
/born in 1814, and through ia. long 
life has put into music only noble 
thoughts associated with the love of 

-God and man, and of his native 
land. His first work, published in 
1842, was a lyrical piece, in which 
he gave his sympathy to devout and 
^persecuted men whose ways of 
thought were not his own. Au- 
•brey de Vere’s poems have been from 
time to time revised by himself, and 
they were in 1884 finally collected 
into three volumes, published by 
Messrs. Kegan & Paul. The first 
volume contains ' The Search After

. In the plan
____ of this work we find thé" poet fol-T
sub- lowing the Blessed Virgin from her 

| own earjy childhood, on through 
she reaches the 

sublime mission on 
then does he follow her, un-

Father Lacombe at the Gesu, the spiritual and temporal affairs of 
our people. We pray that God 
mhy strengthen our noble pastor in 
whatever ordeal ne may-have to un­
dergo, and that he may be restored 
to us ere many weeks in full vigor 
and health, to preside over the des­
tinies of the parent Irish parish for 
long years to come.

teach scene, until 
.close of her

der the many titles bestowed up­
on her in the Litany, until he has 
gathered all the human race, with 
its joys and its sorrows, its lvirtues 
and its crimes, in one form or other, 
under the shadow of her protecting 
arm. But the most beautiful of all 
his conceptions and descriptions are 
those minute and familiar details in 
the home life of Mary, above all 
after the Mother was blessed with 
years of quiet existence in the com­
pany of her Son. How I would 
love to quote from that volume ; 
but how do so ? It is the wealth of 
gems that dazzle, that confuses, that 
makes selection impossible.

LADIES OF CHARIT1 
"Tuesday at 2 p.m., agaii 
to make garments fc 
There are some sixty mei 
of whom attend regi 
week to join in this hi|

Preaching at High Mass, on 
Sunday, in the Church of the 
Gesu, Bloury Street, the Rev. Father 
Isacombe, O.M.I., the venerable mis­
sionary of the North-West, made an 
appeal in behalf of the good work in 
which he has been engaged" for over 
half a, century. "I have come," he 
said, "to ask assistance from the 
charitable Catholics of the Province 
of Quebec, French, Irish and Eng­
lish, whose charity and generosity 
are proverbial. I thank the Jesuit 
Fathers for allowing me to preach in 
their church. I may call them my 
colleagues, for they, too, are mis­
sionaries. It was they who first 
preached the Gospel here, and evan­
gelized the Indians just as we are 
doing out in the North-West Terri­
tories. The faith is spreading 
amongst the Metis Indians, amongst 
whom are many very devout and 
practical Catholics. There is a large 
number of Catholics amongst the im­
migrants who arrive there from Eu­
rope; and their /piritual interests 
have to be looked Vfter, . otherwise 
many will fall away from the faith, 
as. has been the case with millions of 
immigrants in the United States. 
The heads of the families generally 
hold fast to the faith; but with their 
children it is too often the contrary 
case. There are eleven millions of 
Catholics in the United States to­
day, but according to the best eccle-/ 
siastical authorities there ought to 
be twenty millions. Mixed marriages 
have caused innumerable apostasies; 
but. indifference, arising from the 
want of spiritual supervision, has 
produced still more. Let us see that 
such wlh not be the case in Canada, 
especially in the North-West. Money 
and missionaries are urgentlv re- 
quired money to build chapels, 
schools and priests’ houses, and cho- 
ritable institutions. It,is 58 years 
since I Went out as a missionary to 
the ^Indians of the North-West. Be­
fore I set out for my journey the 
great Bishop Bourget gave me his 
blessing and said: "Our alms and 
our prayers will follow you wherever 
you go. I have been so long york-

LATE FATHER JAMES. — On 
Thursday next, the anniversary of 
the death of the late lamented Fa­
ther James Callaghan, a solemn ser­
vice will be held at Notre-Dame 
Church, at 8 o'clock. In our next 
issue we will publish the last dis­
course delivered by the devoted 
prftst, in St. Patrick’s Church.

C. M. B. A. BRANCH NO. 232 - 
On Friday, evening next, Feb. 7th, 
Branch No. 282, o( .the Catholic Mu­
tual Benefit Association, Grand 
Council of Canada, will hold the 
third of the series of progressive 
euchre parties and socials, in the 
Drummond Hall, at 8 p.m. sharp. 
This will be the last social of» this 
organization before Lent.

Glimpses of

ANCILLA DOMINI.—I* will quote 
Father Kennedy's closing words, as 
they may convey that which I could 
never do without filling columns 
with selections from de Vere’s 
poems : " From this it can at once
be seen the sublime nature of his 
poetry—sublime objectively and sub­
jective. Of those who read this 
book there will be only one 'class 
disappointed—the class that think 
they can read as they run. Mr. de 
Xere in all his works is worth pon­
dering on. No one taking up one 
of his works, and more particular­
ly his ' Ancilla Domini ' or ' May 
Carols,' need be afétid that . it is 
time going to be lost. On the con­
trary, it is time and knowledge and 
reverence about to be. gained. But. 
if so, it is, as with everything valu­
able, at some cost—at'the cost of 
reading carefully, and often of read­
ing a second time ; nay, the present 
writer confesses he has sometimes 
read a third time ; but then with 
such an overflowing satisfaction 
that he has more than bnce shut 
the bfiok, as \t his enjoyment would 
let him read no more." I cannot 
refrain from Citing the last lines of 
his "Turris Eburnca—the ."Tower of 
Ivory." It seems to me'that it fit­
tingly describes the poet’s hopes and 
aspirations, and now that he is dead 
it might well be engraven upon his 
memorial stone. It is thus he 
writes of God and of the Mother of 
God :>
" The scheme of worlds, which vast 

we call,
Is only vast compared with man, 

Compared with God, the One yet
All,

Ils greatness dwindles to a span.

" A lily with its isles of buds 
Asleep on some unmeasured sea,— 

O God, .the starry multitudes,
What are tttey more than this to Th ee 7 “

Hon. David Mills, Mini 
tice of the Dominion of < 
man of distinguished ab 
makes him a remarkable 
versatility and his wond 
-city for labor. He is oi 
men who, knowing the 
time, seem never <b' w 

■ment ; whose leisure is - 
something agreeable to 
T>ut productive at 4the s 
wholesome fruit for their 

Our readers are aware 
many years, the Hon. 
was one of^fie most p<? 
ers amongst Canadian 
As a jurist he holds a d 
place as professor ,of Ii 
law at Toronto Universi 
filling with distinction t 
Minister of Justice, he 
time to write articles oi 
portant questions oi Ih 
terest for the leading m: 
Great Britain. Any on 
the nature -and extent of 
devolving upon the Minii 
tice, cannot fail to be i 
the multiplicity of site 
which Mr. Mills ffeale, oi 
own department to the ( 
a department Which is t 
ground of all the difflcul 
other branches of thte I 
tion.

LEGENDARY WRITINGS —Were I 
to be called upon to make a selec­
tion from these works, I would de­
cidedly take up the " Legends of St. 
Patrick "—first published in 1878. 
To my humble mind there, is nothing 
more beautiful in the English tongue 
than these legends, or poems, upon 
the various events—authentic and 
unauthentic—in the life of Ireland's 
patron saint. It would be impos­
sible to quote, or to select, any 
quotations from those sublimely 
poetic legends. But. a few lines tak­
en from de Vere’s own preface may 
serve, at once, to indicate the pur­
pose of the poems, and to give an 
Idea of the spirit that animated the 
poet. Remember, however, that this 
is cold prose, not the glowing verse 
that constitutes the body of the 
work. De Vere then says,: "The 
ancient records of Irelaid abound in 
legends respecting the greatest man 
and the greatest benefacic.r ihat ever 
trod her soil, and of these the earl­
ier are at once the more authentic
and the nobler........... A largo tract of
Irish history is dark ; but the time 
-of Saint Patrick and, the three cen­
turies which succeeded i<-„ were her 
time of joy..... .....A poet once re­
marked while studying-the frescoes 
of Michael Angelo in the Sistine Cha­
pel, that the Sibyls are always sad, 
while the Prophets, alternated with 
them, are joyous. In the legends of

ALDERMiKlC ELECTIONS.
O'NEILL AND MONAGHAN.-Our 

friends in St. Gabriel" and St. An­
toine South should not hesitate to 
mark their ballots for Mr. P. Mono- 
ghan and Mr. T. J. (PNeill. Both 
are well-known in their respective 
parishes and bear the reputation of 
being men of .honesty and integrity.

ST. ANN’S WARb. — The four 
candidates for civic honors in this 
district are Irish Catholics. As we 
have alrpady stated, we would not 
take sides in the contest, we merely 
wish to reiterate that Statement, 
and say as has been so often said 
ih former civic battles by men of 

the best men Win."

cial point of view, which appeals to 
us very forcibly. It is a sad want 
in Catholic London that so few op­
portunities are afforded Catholics $o 
meet each other.’

Commenting upJh these remarks, 
the correspondent adds:— .

"It cannot» be too strongly points 
ed out that the gatherings of the 
Catholic Association are designed to

A CATHOLIC CLUB. — Portland 
has a new Catholic Club. It is 
hamedL after the great Frederick Oza- 
nam; Bishop O’Connell is honorary 
president, and the Rev. James A. 
Carey is spiritual director.

'T WB ï OŒB^iuZCLi'JL1 .
days past:

the turn of an Irish Catholic, and 
that he was ready to support any 
candidate wty>m our people would 
nominate. This is not the ojply evi­
dence of sympathy and goodwill 
which Mr. Cochrane has shown to­
wards our co-religionists and fellow- 
countrymen. We hope they will bear 
this in mind when marking their 
ballots.

"Mr. James Cochrane will be the 
next Mayor of Montreal." This re­
mark was made by a prominent citi­
zen yesterday afternoon to a repré­
sentative of the "True Witness."

While we would much prefer to 
Save, as, we have frequently stated 
during the past lour months, an 
Irish Catholic representative in the 
mayoral chair for the next two 
yeard, we have no hesitation in say­
ing that we sincerely hope the above 
prediction may be realized Mr. Wil-
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