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PLENARY 
SYNOD OF

number of the 
Quarterly Re- 

most able and

In the January 
"American Catholic 

| view," appears a 
touching article, from the pen of the 

| Rev. M. O'Riordan, D.D. D.C.L., of 
I Limerick, on the subject of "The 
| Second Plenary. Synod of May- 

nooth.” Not one paragraph of this 
instructive contribution should be 
neglected; but, its length, naturally 
prevents us from reproducing it in 

I full. There are, however, a few 
f pages that we cannot refrain from 
I giving to our readers—both on ac- 
! count of the historical information 

that they contain and the evidence 
( of Ireland's fidelity to the Faith 
; that they present.

The Rev. Doctor opens his essay 
by showing, from the reports of the 

1 various synods, commencing with 
that of Thurles, how the enactments 
of each were all submitted to the 
Holy Father for approval before even 
being made public. In fact, so secret 

[ are the deliberations of a Synod 
that even bishops who would have a 

i right to be present, but who were 
absent through necessity, could not 

: obtain any information regarding 
: the proceedings. Thus the officials 

must be silent; but the officers will 
| «ver talk, and talk is mere conject

ure.
He then shows that "whatever be 

the final result of the Synod, its 
acts and decrees will be an index of 
the present needs and the general 
position of the Irish Church." A 
couple of highly instructive pages 
are given to an explanation of the 
rights, privileges, prerogatives and 
ranks of the various bishops, arch
bishops, primates and patriarchs, as 
well as a full statement of what is 
meant by an Apostolic Delegate.

Treating the comprehensive subject 
♦f the material and the spiritual 
manifestations of faith amongst the

milated by the ideals of Irish faith. 
Better work may come from abroad, 
and in exceptional cases it would be 
insular narrowness to set it aside. 
But in general our churches should 
be the homes and the shrines of a 
sacred art which we could call our 
own. The art of every people had 
to pass through a process of deve
lopment. Every best begins at its 
worst; and if we wait till we are at 
our best We shall keep waiting for
ever. Cimabue and Giotto came be
fore Fra Angelico, and if these had 
been disregarded for Greek models 
Italy to-day would present the ab
surdity of a naturalistic Christian 
art as represented by Titian and 
Benvenuto Cellini instead of the no
ble productions of the pre-Raphael- 
ite painters; and the influence of 
those two schools of artists have 
been as divergent and far reaching 
ns have been literature created by 
Da-nte and Petraoh on the one hand 
and by Boccaccio on the other."

Then turning to the spiritual mani
festations of faith amongst the Irish 
people, he says :—

"I have been speaking of the ma
terial manifestation of faith in Ire
land. But the piety of the faithful 
of all classes and of both sexes has 
notably increased for the past fifty 
years. In the early part of the cen 
tury men as a rule went but once 
or twice a year to the sacraments 
That was not owing, in the vast 
majority of cases, to any want of 
faith. It was largely due to the cus
toms in which they had been brought 
up. The Irish priests of those times 
were for the most part educated in 
France, and they brought home that 
spirit of rigorism which prevailed 
there. Moreover, the people were just 
coming out from under the cloud 
which had hung over them during 
the penal times? For generations 
they had to think less of how often 
they could go to the sacraments 
than whether they could venture to 
go at all. The people still point out 
in secluded glens all over the coun

laity. The Rosary was the only 
form of public devotion which the 
people could always perform, and 
they have clung to it with a devout 
fidelity which is not to be found 
elsewhere in Christendom. In some 
country places the people assemble 
in the chapel before Mass on Sun
days where some pious and intelli
gent man of the pariah "gives out" 
the Rosary, and the others join hi. 
There is hardly a Catholic family in 
Ireland in which the Rosary is dot 
recited every night during Lent and 
Advent, and in most of them 
throughout the entire year. The As
sociation of the Holy Family, intro
duced a few years ago by the Holy 
Father, has made a great revival of 
the Rosary devotion in Ireland."

of gold. Quoting from the pastoral 
just issued by the recent Synod, we 
find these words set down : —"At

people, he gives us some passages j ”here Mass was offered up by
that deserve to be written in letters1 ®teaI>h on rado Btone altars Wlth

I the heavens for a canopy. In a 
pamphlet published in 1884 Dr. Nul- 
ty, the late Bishop of Meath, says 
"In my own boyhood I frequently 

may have been richer and grander ' heard old men glorying in the inge- 
° - x i nuity of the stratagem by ; which

they were smuggled as merchandize 
in wagons covered with tarpaulins to 
the hiding place of the bishop who 
confirmed them. They were conneyed 
back again as ‘goods unsold' with
out exciting the suspicion of the au
thorities."

churches than ours; but it has often 
happened that as the material build
ing arose in strength and beauty, 
the spiritual edifice was crumbling 
into ruins. Thank God it has not 
been so in Ireland." Commenting up
on this significant passage, the writ
er says :—

“They have reason to thank God 
and to be proud of a people of 
whom they are able to say : "It is

The following story and the 
cqunt of how certain pious customs

this spirit, of faith that marks the sprang up in Ireland, are well wor-
•ingular harmony which exists 
Ireland between the Church’s growth 
in outward form and grapdeur end 
her progress in the sanctity of her 
children." "The cowl does not make 
the monk" is applicable to a people 
as to a person. With many nations 
it would seem as if, when they had 
expended money aad energy unspar
ingly in raising sanctuaries to God 
or in benevolent institutions where 

, His charity is enshrined, they forgot 
the purpose for which they worked, 
gloried in their own goodness and 
finally slided from the spiritual life 
which had put forthi its activity in 
such beautiful forms till little more 
of the Church of God remained but 
the shell, and of His worship " in 
spirit and in truth" only the sim- 
dow. It is quite otherwise in Ire
land. The thatched chapel has dis
appeared and splendid buildings have 
been raised to replace them out of 
the poverty of the people, assisted 
largely by the generosity of their 
kinsfolk who have sought and found 
fortune in America. These temples 
stand out in their stateliness and 
architectural beauty as so many en
during symbols of the living faith 
of the people, quickened by trial in
to greater life and activity. "To 
those who observe us from the out
side." as the Pastoral says, "those 
works seem but ill-proportioned to 
our poverty. And so they are." But 
the eye of faith that has designed 
them takes a wide and higher view 
of their purpose than that which 
mere political economy gives and 
which is circumscribed by the nar
row limits of the present life. But 
even from the economist's point of 
view they have been the ocqps'on of 
distributing much money over the 

j country. They have also stimulated 
Irish art, although not so much, I 
think, as might be. The architecture 
is. of course, entirely Irish; and so 
are the carving, painting and scup- 
ture to a large extent. But these, 
too, should be all, or as nearly all 
as possible, the work of Irish art
ists. I am now 

. thetically rather 
I look onward to 

; who are to 
study the 

: Irish art

•ow considering it

thy a careful reading :—
"The following will illustrate how 

it fared with Catholics in Ireland 
even so late as the early years of the 
present century. An old priest who 
died a few years ago told me of a 
Protestant landlord in the County 
Limerick who used to send an order 
to the parish priest of the neighbor
ing town in the harvest time to have 
the chapel cleared- out and ready for 
the magnate’s men to thrash his 
corn in it. The command was yield
ed to ,for a long time. But a new 
parish priest came, who was made 
of sterner stuff. When the usual 
message was brought to him he sent 
back the following reply to the local 
despot : "Go back and tell your in
solent master that if he dares to 
meddle with or desecrate my chapel 
I'll send him home with a sorer and 
a wiser head." The despot and his 
men came with the corn, but they 
did not thrash it. That process was 
in preparation for themselves. The 
priest was there to meet them at the 
head of a body of stalwart parish
ioners, and the desecrating despots 
prudently desisted. It must be said 
to the credit of the landlord that he 
duly appreciated the courage of the 
priest, and became bis faithful friend 
for many years. In those times the 
Irish priest had in many cases no 
fixed residence, but depended on the 
hospitality of the people. To that 
state of things is to be traced the 
privilege which is peculiar to Ire
land—that priests are still allowed 
to say Mass in the houses of their 
parishioners. Even the old custom 
of holding "stations" still remains 
in some parts of the country. That 
singular privilege or having Mass in 
private houses has been withdrawn 
in some dioceses. The Holy Seewould 
have prohibited it altogether, but 
owing to representations made by the 
bishops that the faithful, bora into 
the custom, would think it a great 
privation, it is tolerated. At pre
sent, I believe, permission has to be 
periodically renewed; and it is not 
improbable that the recent Synod 
has proposed tb restrict the privilege 
still more. The custom is, of course, 
an unspeakable benefit, but it,has its 
drawbacks also. Several other cus
toms peculiar to3 Ireland have grown 
out of abnormal conditions brought 
about by the penal'laws. They grew 

of the necessity of the times,
' lingered on after the rieces- 

passed away. Hence when 
,1 and mar- 

of Beho- 
t in 
her

away. Her 
baptismal

We are now treated to a glimpse 
into history-—the sad history of the 
trials that the Church underwent in 
Ireland. Here are two paragraphs of 
the greatest importance, if we wish 
to form a just estimate of the con
dition of affairs in the Old Land and 
of the gradual changes brought 
about :—

"Before the churches and their em
oluments were confiscated a priest 
was present at the churchyard to 
perform the burial service at the 
grave. Then the churches and the 
churchyard passed under the control 
of the parson, and Catholic burial 
service was prohibited. The people 
solved the difficulty by taking some 
of the earth from the grave, often 
at a great distance, to have it bless
ed by the priest; they then take and 
scatter it on the grave before the 
coffin is lowered down into it ; so 
that in spite of the law and with
out the ministrations of the person 
the body of the deceased would be 
laid to rest in consecrated clay. 
That custom is kept up to the pre
sent day."

"One can readily understand how 
priests who were brought up in such 
circumstances were glad to be let 
live at all, and did not always en
courage sodalities and popular devo
tions such as we arc used to at pre
sent. We now think them indispen
sable elements of spiritual life; if we 
had lived in Ireland in the days and 
circumstances of our fath?rs wc 
might think otherwise. It must not 
be thought, however, that sodalities 
were unknown in Ireland till lately. 
I have in my possession some books 
of devotion specially compiled for the 
use of Sodalities of the Blessed Sa
crament and other confraternities, 
printed in Dublin, Cork, Waterford 
or Limerick, in the early years of 
the century. I have heard of a poor 
old woman who died a few years ago 
at a great age, and who could sing 
the Latin hymns and recite the Lat
in psalms of Vespers from memory. 
She had learnt them in her early 
days in Limerick. But it is only 
within the present generation that 
popular devotions have spread to 
any great extent. There are few par
ishes in country or town where 
Sacred Heart Sodalities are not es
tablished. Even now the outside 
world is not aware of the extent to 
which they have grown. A great 
many practices of piety go on, and 

good deal of spititual activity is 
abroad all over the country which 
outsiders or passing visitors would 
never suspect. Even converts to the 
Church are much more numerous 
than is generally known; not so nu
merous as elsewhere, because Pro
testantism in Ireland is a symbol of 
ascendancy; it means social privilege 
more than religious conviction,whilst 
Catholicism carries with it in their 
minds the tradition of inferiority 
and exclusion from the good things 
of this world. These spiritual acti
vities arc not so much advertized in 
Ireland as elsewhere; and let us 
hope that the Catholics of 
Ireland will always think it enough 
that God knows what they do in 
His honor without calling the at
tention of the world to look and ad
mire them. Monthly confession and 
communion is a common practice 
with both sexes and amongst all 
classes; and those who neglect to do 
the Easter duty are very few. In
temperance, which was once so pre
valent amongst all classes—in fact, 
was a tradition of extravagant res
pectability borrowed from the old 
gentry—has greatly decreased in the 
country parts and is less than it 
used to be in the cities. Working on 
holidays of obligation has become 
very common in late years; at the 
time of the first Synod of Maynooth 
it was very rare. We have been 
drawn into the ways and vices of the 
commercial world without sharing 
much of the benefits. We have let 
ourselves pass nnconsciously through 
a process of Anglicisation which 
many of us little dream of. The Eng
lish "Reformers" thought that in
dustry was retarded by the number 
of Catholic holidays; so Protestant
ism did away with them. I® recent 
years they have come to think that 
the people had not holidays enough. 
They did not, however, revive the 

J holidays which they had done 
away with—that would be too much 
of an honor to Catholic saints—but 
they created new ones and called 
them "Bank holidays"— I suppose 
in honor of the God Mammon. Un
fortunately the Catholics of Ireland 
have yielded, and have followed 

in the humor of Eng
in thia as in

we cannot allow the following splvn 
did historical summary to pass un 
noticed. With it, we leave Rev. Dr 
O’Riordan's grand paper to those 
who have the advantage and privi 
lege of reading the full text in the 
"Review." He says :—

"During the reign of Henry VII 
about 1,000 educational institutions 
were destroyed in Ireland. Out of 
confiscated Catholic property and 
public money were founded : The 
Parish School Act in 1537, Diocesan 
Free Schools in 1570, Trinity Col
lege in 1591, Royal Free Schools in 
1605, Erasmus Smith Schools 
1669, The Blue Coat Schools in 1672 
—with the purpose of making the 
Irish, Protestant in failli and Eng 
lish in sympathy. By the 7th of 
William and Mary all Papists were 
prohibited from teaching school 
der heavy penalties ; and the child 
who went abroad for education 
well as the parant who sent him for
feited all their belongings. Hence
forth arose Uie "hodge-schools, "

teacher and the pupilWhere the

Feloniously to learn."

Yet by 1730 the Protestant Pri
mate Boulter wrote : "I can assure 
you the Papists are here so numer
ous that it highly concerns us, in 
point of interest, as well as out of 
concern for the salvation of these 
poor creatures, who are our follow- 
siubjects, to try all possible means 
to bring them and theirs over to the 
knowledge of the true religion; and 
one of the most likely methods we 
can think of is, if possible, instruct
ing and converting the young gener
ation; for, instead of converting 
those that are adult, we are daily 
losing many of our meaner people, 
who go off to Popery." He suggest
ed a new system known as " The 
Charter Schools," which began their 
work in 1734. In 1775 a by-law was 
made by which only "Popish chil
dren" .were eligible for admission in
to them. In 1787 Howard, the phil
anthropist, caused a public inquiry 
to be made into their condition, 
which revealed lying reports on the 
part of those who controlled them 
and filth, neglect, immorality and 
ignorance on the part of the chil
dren who were to be enlightened out 
of the superstitions of Popery. After 
ninety-three years of existence they 
were finally swept away. But during 
that time they cost £1,600,000 ster
ling—all spent on not more than 12,- 
000 children, and for such an "edu
cation" as Howard had exposed. In 
1758 Catholics were allowed to open 
schoo.l.e, and according to Mr. Wyse 
tip Catholic priests by their own 
ejfertions and without any public 
money educated each year four times 
as many as were "educated" by the 
Charter Schools at such enormous 
cost during the whole of their exist
ence. He mentions that one priest 

County Sligo established no less 
than thirteen schools, and adds that 
similar instances occurred elsewhere 
through the country."

"The same anti-Catholic purpose 
established the Hibernian Military 
School in 1769, the Hi! eraian 
School in 1775, the Female Orphan 
School in 1790, the Association 
Against Vice in 1792, the London 
Hibernian Society in 1806, Kildare 
Street Schools in 1811, Institution 
for the Deaf and Dumb in 1819. Car
dinal Cullen gives a list, of several 
other institutions founded with a 
view to the enlightenment of the 
Papists. But he points out that 
charity begins at home, and that the 
money thus wasted might be useful
ly spent in England. He quotes from 
a report signed -by twenty Anglican 
bishops : " The almost incredible
degradation in morals as well as re
ligion in which the masses of our 
people are sunk; " and from a Mr. 
Kay, of the University of Cam
bridge : T speak it with sorrow and 
sfharae that our peasantry are nuire 
ignorant, more demoralized

lion the Synod will probably have 
little to say that has not been said 
already in 1850 and 1875. For, in 
this' the Government has done little 
or nothing. They have an interme
diate system I>y which Catholic 
youth are prepared for and encour
aged to aspire to a university train
ing, whilst they deny a university 
where the Catholic youth may go for 
it with safety to their faith." i

BIGOTRY SCORED
It would seem that pvejudiand 

bigotry amongst politicians down by 
the sea are unfortunately too re
markable; but, sad to say. the sain 
ivil spirits haunt almost every part 
of the Dominion. A very able and 
pointed article from The Freeman on 
this subject, has just come under our 
notice. Leaving aside the local is
sues referred to in the oyeni

liah Protestantism i 
things. It ia to b< 
Gaelic revival will .

that the

Catholic

those of any in Europe.
"In 1831 the Government tried to 

mend their hand by the introduction 
of the ‘National School' system, of 
which Archbishop Whately, whilst 
openly declaring it an innocent sys
tem, privately expressed his confi
dence that it would "soon wean the 
Irish people from the errors of Pop
ery." That system has been cobbled 
many times since it was established; 
each stage of improvement betraying 
the fact that the original purpose of 
the system is still inspiring and 
hampering the action of those who 
are responsible for it. In 1847 they 
established "model schools," to be 
examples of pedagogy for the ordi
nary National Schools. By the year 
1867 these, about thirty in all, had 
cost £50,000, and they have been 
costing about £30,000 ever since. 
Though meant mainly for the sup
posed benefit of Catholics, hardly 
any Catholics go to them. I find, 
moreover, from inspectors’ returns 
that they are behind many of the 
National Schools in efficiency. The 
Royal Commission of 1869 condemn
ed them as an utter failure; and the 
late Lord Randolph Churchill said 
that 'they are the greatest impost
ure that could be kdpt up in Ire
land.' *\

‘‘The whole system on which edu
cational opportunities have been of
fered to the Catholics of Ireland has 
been from the beginning a system of 
defiance and denial as long as that 
was possible, then of hypocrisy, de
ceit and cobbling. The history of the 
action of the English Government in 
this matter is such that they seem 

of framing 
system for, Irish 

without slipping in some 
which to twist the work 

of the machinery into proeelytisin 
Little wonder that the Irish bishops

---offer, hOW:

r
that article, especially concerning the 
city of St. .John, and some of its 
magnates, we will reproduce? the 
and timely remarks or n more gener
al kind. The writer says:—

‘Manifestât iotu^Éfc intolerance at 
becoming the rmV’ather than th 
xception. The weak and narrow

minded bigot has possession of our 
civic, provincial and federal cham
bers. In every little hamlet where 
a municipal body meets, some ex- 
remist airs his views, lie poses as 

a man with a grievance against his 
neighbor, simply because that neigh
bor is born of a different faith. The 
fact is forgotten that though of a 
different religious belief, the citizen 
hat is abhorred is entitled to that 
If-sanic respect, the same courteous 

reatment, and the same privilege ns 
he more favored citizen, whose only 
laim to worth is an accident of 

birth.
In a great many cases the citizen 

who is looked down upon and detest- 
•d by such a bigot is a credit to tin 
ommunity in which he lives. This 

picture is no figment of the imagina
tion, but a cold, plain, everyday 
fact. No distorted fancy need be con
jured up to bring one to the reulizn- 
ion of this truly existing condition 

of men and matters in this Canada 
of ours.

"It seems a shame aod a blot up
on our escutcheon that this spirit of 
bigotry and intolerance should lie 
allowed to prevail. How can we, in 
fairness, seek to induce immigrants 
to come to our country in the face 
of such a religious and racial preju
dice. We cannot send emissaries to 
Ireland, or in fact, to any other 
land, to seek to bring to our shores 
the class of immigrants which the 
country desires to see peopled in our

‘‘The time has passed for this as
sumption of authority by a few. The 
law-makers and politicians should 
endeavor to clear Canada and Cana
dians of this shameless stain. This 
narrow-minded bigotry which pre
vents a Catholic from being appoint
ed to an office on account of his re
ligion does not belong to the present 
day, but. is a relic borrowed from 
the dark ages.

"As un enterprising and an intelli
gent people we cannot afford to live 
under such a stigma. The laws of 
the land are not fairly interpreted.
It is the unwritten law rather than 
those framed on the statute books 
which are carried out.

"The people of the Mother Country, 
England, Ireland and Scotland, are 
aware of the existence of such an un
written code in Canada. They know 
that, as a rule, our people are 
intolerant, prejudiced, narrow-minded 
and bigoted in the extreme. To erad
icate this impression will require 
some gigantic work on the pari of 
those entrusted with the confidence 
of vUie voters, the citizens whom we 
have elected to represent us in the 
council chamber, in the legislative 
bodies and in the Commons of Cana
da. In closing u would be safe to 
say

eminent. both times with overwhelm
ing majorities. This proves not only 
the superficial and trivial character 
of the so-culled representatives of the 
nation, but also confirms the long 
existing suspicion that a conspiracy 
to overthrow the Saracco Ministry 
had been organized by Signor Son- 
nino. The latter, however, played 
his curds too openly, anti by reveal
ing with too much effrontery his real 
motives and his boundless ambition, 
found himself isolated, and lost the 
game just at the moment when ho 
considered his triumph as assured. 
After making the running, therefore, 
Sonnino will in all probability lose 
the race for power to his rival. Sig
nor tiiolitti, who is a great favorite 
ol t In* present King and has already 
been called to the Quirinul. The two 
most likely candidates for the Ihem- 
iership are generally considered Sig
nor tiiolitti and Signor Villa, the 
President of the Chumber of Depu
ties. who has in that capacity given 
prooi of great tact and energy, xvith- 
mii estranging the sympathies of any 
party. After Sonnino’s blundering 
generalship, the Conservatives have 
lust nil chances or forming what, 
would be considered a reactionary 
Government, and it is certain that 
the tusk of reconstituting the Cab
inet will be confided to the Liberals.

the distress all 
treated to this

__ that there are many gentlemen—
not of our faith—who abhor and de
test the existing spirit of bigotry. 
The few uneducated loud-mouthed 
politicians are to blame. They strive 
to keep alive the racial and religious 
cry which every good citizen should 
endeavor to eradicate."

NOTES FROM ROME.
THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 

STATE OF ITALY—Vesuvius was 
never more menacing than is the po
litical condition of Italy. Eternal 
rumblings of discontent startle the 
nation as a forewarning of volcanic 
activity. It would not be possible 
to give a more concise idea of 11,o 
conflicting ambitions of the politi
cians and of the corresponding mis
ery of the people than in -he words 
of one of the most able corr-i.pon- 
dents for the Catholic press of Ei g- 
lahd. Ho thus describes the political 
situation:—

"The fall of the Saracco Ministry 
has not surprised anybody, as it had 
long been foreseen, and indeed the 
only marvel is that it withstood so 
long the combined attacks of its jeal
ous and ambitious enemies, such as 
Sonnino, Giolittii and Zanardelli, all

more of power. Btit the manner of
the

Then dealing with 
over Italy, we n 
sombre picture:—

'Whatever the political shade of 
the future Government may be, Ital
ians are wearily convinced that it 
will follow the fate of its predeces
sors and collapse ingloriously after a 
few months of useless and empty 
wrangling at. Montecitorio. But while 
politicians battle for power and ne
glect useful legislation in order to 
satisfy the stimuli of their individual 

it ion, the country suffers cruel I \ 
from the abandonment, in which it is 
left by those who call themselves its 
representatives, and whose duty it. 
would be to safeguard its interests. 
The distress in Italy is increasing 
every day by leaps and bounds, and 
in some provinces actually borders 
on famine and starvation. Take, for 
instance, the unfortunate island of 
Sardinia. During the Inst twelve 
years no fewer than 52,000 evictions 
for non-payment of Government 
taxes took place, which figure, when 
compared to that of the population, 
shows that one out of every 19 in
habitants was left utterly destitute 
during that period owing to t he cruel 
rapacity, of the tax-collector. Tin- 
last. number of the “Nuova Sardeg
na” announces that in the first week 
of the century no fewer than 445 
houses or fields were confiscated for 
taxes varying from a maximum of 
25frcs. (£1)—in only four crises— 
down to a minimum of one half
penny! The awful misery of the pop
ulation may be guessed from the fact 
that in 85 per cent, of these eases' 
the amount to he paid did not ex
ceed one lira, or alunit ninepence. 
“Truly,” exclaims the “Nuova Sar
degna,” bitterly, “our Government 
has inaugurated the twentieth cen
tury in a worthy manner!** Even in 
Piedmont and Lombardy* the rich
est regions in Italy, the distress 
among the working classes is such 
that men and women working in the 
ice-fields from morning till night,
■xposed to the pestilential emana

tions of tin- marshy soil, in which 
they sink up to the knees, are con
tent with a salary of 00 centimes, or 
lOJd., a day. But the most pitiful 
cry of distress comes just now from 
the Puglie, or ancient Apulia, hith- 
•rto famed for the wealth of its 
olive groves and for the inexhausti
ble productiveness of its vineyards.
A terrible malady has attacked the 
olive trees and the vines, rendering 
them absolutely barren and in some 
cases completely destroying the 
plants, so that not only the pcasant- 

but even the landed gentry, are 
reduced to the verge of starvation 
ands despair. Instead of practically 
aiding the population, the Italian 
Government, too much occupied with 
its own political quarrels, has con
tented itself with strengthening the 
garrisons and sending bayonets where 
the people cry for bread. It will be 
remembered that the terrible bread 
riots of 1898, which culminated in 
th<- barricades and street fights of 
Milan, commenced precisely at Min- 
ervino Murge in the Puglie, where 
the distress of this year has surpass
ed in intensity even that which gave 
rise to the terrible revolt of three 
years ago. It is indeed the case to 
cry “Cavvant Consules” ere it be too 
late.”

BLESSED SACRAMENT FLAG.

The “Blessed Sacrament Flag " 
was unfurled recently in front of St. 
Joseph’s Church, Cincinnati, to an
nounce the forty hours’ devotion. 
The flag is of pure white, hearing a 
representation of a monstrance with 
adoring angels. It is the wish of 
Archbishop Elder that some outdoor 
signal of this kind he used to notify 
strangers of the forty hours, and va
rious methods are employed by dif
ferent churches.

John Daly, Lord Mayor of Limer
ick, was a passenger aboard the Cu- 
narder Etruria, which arrived at 
New York on Saturday last, from 
Liverpool and Queenstown. ITo is on 
his way to Chicago to attend an 
Emmet celebration this evening. He 
will return to New York in time 1 
speak* at the Emmet celebration 
the Academy of Music on March
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