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Cement-block Silo.

THE FARMER’S
990 Alfalfa on the Increase.

is securing the foothold it de- 
in the central part oi

Anotherthe depth wanting, but the grade was quite 
necessity for the extra work.

main

That alfalfa
Western Ontfrionïs evident in the fields, large or

SS "Se Fatehs Advocate^11 A

cenUy visited parts of Bufferin and Wellington 
Counties and, although a comparatively small 
acreage is devoted to this legume, the number of 

8 which at least a plot has been tried 
that farmers are willing to give it a test.

is that the trial results in such 
further sowing the following 
cause neighbors to do like- 
trial plot of half an acre or 

ten acres seeded the next

with solid 
The former

was
irregular, hence the

Wherever the fall makes it possibles, a
1» ,6e «^Kal'mptylng has probably „

The outlets being a bit the cement-block wall is a 
costly and requiring close attention to keep them heat> and there is less trouble from 
clea/of all or any material which is apt to 8at^®r' around the edges in such a silo, 
n any depression3: it is safer and much more con­
venient to watch one outlet for a system of drains 
than several scattered here and there .

While draining may be done at any t 
one’s convenience, unless there is too much water
”7o.t,«d with, .till wc find our clay .0,1 dig,
much easier in May and Jme. _ In late

««£ would answer „uite a,

work and with greatly
five-inch tile sphdes the 

three-inch should ha.ve nn
Ha fnr the Duroose, and sold as an cement from which the blocks we

=i
held tight by a pair oi bolts A na"0W' °J tp At this rate, 4 cubic feet of Krave1’ 
handled, round-mouthed shovel and » P> ' t of sand, and 1* sacks of cement, make

mm mm se—hees
shaped at the other, to> make^ Tl,.,.d..,i 8 ,oad, „„d and nearly forty
SS\=7.ot0i.“1.. tot“to.‘ «vl-,ooth.-d,t m„, required /of the wall..

I. irf to la, Ul«. up to lo«h ^ , lold. gravel. 1
size from the surface of the ground. The oper 
ator stands straddle of the drain, reaches to a 
tile by his side, and puts it down to its P

r. r.,r 3.-5$
Special care is required in draining n _n
“i"'1" M„tr7«lr“ .%’”y th. =oi«u,,g soon torn,,

s sjrxx = ^ £rS

itt,r.' ‘sr-sr-is -Hrr“,"”'

“ t “ =n lhe

traps which caused the trouble.
Where drains run a long distance rom 

let in open subsoil, there is danger of them some 
Mmes filing with silt. To overcome that, it is 
“S”.” isnc. or soma othar »»»* 

to construct a silt basin. 1 m y e t^eiriak, or reman.. Whether round or 

diameter inside s ou e two feet lower than
ihCehetneandTheeP inflow tile being run an inch or 
îwo higher than the outflow, the working of the 
system can be readily seen in the ow h
There should be a strong cover, with a w inche 

Oi, on top. to pravant MM ™“™£y be 
tiles; then whenever accumulation of Qff
expected it is an easy mat p08t-hole scoops-1 ^
by The alim^should be

to have them ^omted closely by ris­
ing indfromdthe bottom. If the soil to of a loose 

nature it pays to hau K°° solider soil. At was
tiles with an inch or two of the 8° lder 9 chipped ized wire laid in the mortar.
times a good hard tile throw aw^.^nd siders this unnecessary, believing that the rein

°fft theaafe to use unies! the precaution is taken foreement „f every other layer would do as well
Ï? cU0r the°hoTe with part of a larger size of ^ ^ wag ]aid by a mason

tue. Never w dill tiles if«L of a drainage One helper, and sometimes two helpers 
our rule. Another i q DOSSiblv as a whole, quired in building. As for block-making,
"ystem mjion oTs It or any other material, men could make from 75 to 100 of these largo

s&zæprÂj&væsz sz — "" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "to abont -
tory outlets. Our plan oflate years ^
make a cedar two-inc P bevel receding
with the outside opening t iron grate being

the top, so as to all &t bottom. That
placed, fastened at top’ ttj in and a rush of 
prevents vermin fro“ ^ of gI’ate and allow a 
water will raise the b tt w^erever the grade

of the water. (,rop of a

water course.
JOHN CAM1MIKLL

be built eitherCement silos may
with hollow cement blocks.

advantage in point of cost, u 
better nonconductor of 

feed freezing

walls, or
drain,
by far preferable to having 
into an open waterway.

re-

The accompany-
cement-block silo on

Ont.ing illustration represents a 
the farm of R. F. Martin, Lincoln County,

26 feet high, built

farms on
shows
A pleasing feature

to induce12 feet in diameter, and 
foundation trench 2x2 feet, filled m w

of concrete, 6 inches 
three-inch floor

It is returns as
and also to 

As a rule, a
on a season,

The floor issolid concrete. wise.
yeai-8 on^theR^ farm*,''to° say nothing of what own

ITS trieTalfalfa, either as pasture 

or hay for all classes- of stock, do not hesitate 
to pronounce it unexcelled. Experience is
teaching them that it must not be pastured too 

and also that, in cutting for hay, it must 
before it comes to full bloom. 1 he pre­

time of cutting is when about 
shows bloom.

- as a 
well, and a

thick, which is unnecessary,
shallower and 

The blocks 
machine. 

12 x 8

, ersfoundation would suffice, 
made by Mr. Martin with his own 

dimensions of each block being 24 x 
weight 125 pounds.

narrowerging easier 
harvest.
tools in order to do better 
lessened labor. Three- and

were
The

andinches in size, made wasTheare necessary. close
and be mown

vailing advice as to 
one-tenth of the crop 
instances, the first cut of

light, but the stand has
One important characteristic men 

all is that, after alfalfa has become es- 
it remains fresh and green in the late 

other pasture crops are dry and

In many 
first season has

thicker and
been 
stronger, 
tioned by
tablished,

wheresummer.
undesirable for grazing purposes

Although results indicate that this 
nitrogen-gatherer can be grown to advantage on 
anv well-worked soil that is thoroughly drained. 
Vis evident that, on clay loam lying over kirne- 
stone rock, suitable conditions are provided if the 

thoroughly prepared and made free 
Spring seeding, with a nurse crop 

barley to the acre, is generally 
advised. in almost every case it wgs. found 
that it was best to treat the seed with mtro- 
vulture provided by the Ontario Agncultural Col­
lege as the plants were, as a rule, thicker and 
stronger One man was disappointed in his 
seeding*, but it was learned that it was put in 
in August, and, dry weather prevailing, the seeds 
did not germinate. Loss due to lack of drain 

to standing water was also in evidence_ 
which a thick stand developed

which

barrels of ce 
The founda- 

of sand, and from
valuable

land has been 
from weeds, 
of one bushel of'

;

age or
Fields were seen on
last summer. This spring, low patches on 
water lav in the spring are bare 
dead alfalfa and an occasional weed.

The net result is a triumph for alfalfa None 
have failed on reasonably suitable soil if du 
precautions regarding preparation of seed-bed and 
putting in the seed have been taken.

It has
for the■ save

i H
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Recommends Cement Silo.
-- The Farmer’s AdvocateKditor

1 have noticed several times in your paper in­
quiries about silo-building, and especially one in 
vour issue of May 27th. The inquirer is asking 
the cost of stave silo, and size, for twenty cows. 

Now as 1 have had nine years' experience with
fill cement silos, 

readers my experi-

1;

y S a stave silo, and also helped to 
I will endeavor to give to your

special benefit of those who
First, 1 would not build a 

if 1 could possibly get

5 are
for theerne,

thinking of building, 
slave silo, by any means, 
gravel and Portland cement, for about te Y 
is the length of time the staves will last. inei, 
it is very difficult to keep them plumb, and, 
they are not plumb, when the corn settles i w 
leave an air-space down one side, and a a . 
amount of the corn will spoil. I find it al™ 
impossible to keep stave silos in shape, for in > 
aie exposed to the weather all through e . 
season, and become so dried up that the 
wind will sway them; and you can’t keep the 
tight, or they are liable to burst when retm 
again with green corn. The cement si , 
properly built, is always ready for use, a»“ 
last loner enough, or, as some may 8ay’ 1 
The only parts that will rot out are 
and they can be easily replaced. ... p.
Imre about the finish of the cement p
has been properly plastered on the . *’ TVrevent
a good coating of coal tar. 1 his is 1 ,be
the concrete from taking the moisture ou 

. and it becoming moulded around the 
As to size, T think a great many bull

First, after you aa 
will like it so well that

vou will grow more corn : secondly, it > ^ 
to hire your outfit to fill, it is much lfl 
hate it big enough so ns to have > our t'°I"

It adds a good deal to
the silo refilled m te» 

left out that 
been proper- 

fill »

Cement-block Silo.
Martin. Lincoln Vo.,■: danger ( )nt

On farm of Robt.on the

A■ F.ach layer of blocks 
Strands of No. 9 galvan 

Mr. Martin con

10 barrels of cement, 
reinforced by two c__

mm 5 lothe! :m i;
liiB in six days.

■ were re- 
twoIf' :

I the doors, 
wordJust att day ’ work for two men.

r. Martin submits the following figures as 
cost of his silo :

t heid:

IF $100.00
18.00
9.00
6.00

18.00
45.00

cornCement, 50 barrels, at $2.00...............
Gravel, 18 loads, at $1.00 .................
Sand, 9 loads, at $1.00 ..................
Wire, (estimated) 200 pounds, at Jc 
Mason work, 6 days, at $-L00 
Ordinary labor, .80 days, at $1.1)0

on
small, for two reasons : 
used silage a while, youI -!

tofewfreer escape
allow it there

from outlet to open 
Ont.

should be a putwill 
inches

Victoria Co.,m in at one time, 
pense of filling to have 
days; besides, generally, the corn 
long suffer-- a good deal if it has not

\n ordinary filling outfit raa 
hv 80 ft. in one day, if propel >

enough
Put 'I up

85 feet r«n 
small hole

$196.00

ill By! I’otal costof thecereal, and 
cultivated by the In 
of America,

Africa, Australia

oneAmericanThe greatest
world’s greatest grain crops,
dians before the discovery

the walls up some 
at present

It is the intention to runand nowr • It has 
nili he hat - 

rl he nppiNiram •- 
ileridedlx more ph-asine than

lv set un 
•-iln 1 I ft .

higher than they are
irly good satisfaction, but 

the inside.

man- 
so as 
high

w hatof Europe,
The world produces-Mi m,| .'. If'

:

Is >

I, ~ n

mi

a commercial croi>
and America, is corn of corn,
nually 8,84 h • boasts 2,575,000.000 bushel-

Vnl,1h,n .h”.0"‘r‘l.. "I .
if fit: an fa 1 would advise to build larpre• i \ en 

< r for plastering 
block silo is

airedwhichof on i■ i t ill the corn in at once.
if not, 30 or

1
a Fans. or.
Mv level hut leave a

of a
hat of solid cement

h a v
41). t Mthe 

or more 
I he world

onrrete
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