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Remedy for Food Shortage

EprTor “THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE'":

In the issue of September 23 there was
an article headed, ‘“The Alleged World
Food Shortage,’” by Alan McDia-mid.

According to Mr. McDiarmid the food
shortage exists only in the minds of
certain modern prophets, Mr. Mec-
Diarmid also states that there is plenty

of vacant land in various parts of the

world to take care of any increase of
population. The writer believes that
is quite true, if said land is brought into
cultivation right away. Why then the
high cost of living? Why do clothes
cost from three to five times pre-war
cost? Why does a meal, costing 25 to
50 cents a few years ago, Now cost 75¢c
to $1.507 Why do city dwellers say that
they do not live as well as' when wages
were low? The writer believes it is
simply because of an improper distribu-
tion of population between city and
country. The high wages prevailing
during the war drew the men and women
from the land, and in consequence there
is a greater proportion of the population
living in the towns and cities than on the
land. Well, what has that got to do with
it? The most of our clothing and food
comes from the farm, and just at present
there are not enough people growing
food and clothing, I mean the raw mater-
ials, to feed and clothe themselves and
the urban population properly. Just
here let us consider wealth and what it is.
When most of us think of wealth we think
of money. Now money, while it may
be accepted as wealth, is in reality more
a representative of wealth than it is
real wealth. Farms, stock, grain, hay,
implements, buildings, railways, steam-
ships, are a few examples of real wealth,
but money is only the value or a medium
which makes trading easy. If one were
to take a trip to London it would be
rather awkward to bring some hay or
potatoes, or grain, or some butter, and
give it to the station agent for a ticket.
So money is only a certificate for work
or grain, stock, etc., which we can ex-
change for something else. Some six
years ago the war came along, and im-
mediately men were drawn from all walks
of life to fight, and to make’ munitions,
clothes, and supplies. Lives were lost
and tremendous quantities of wealth
in the form of metals, wool, cotton, food,
and various other forms of wealth were
destroyed on the battle fields or sunk
at sea, besides being wasted. Probably
not much actual money by comparison
was destroyed, but the value of wealth
consisting of lives and property destroyed,
expressed in money terms, was staggering.
So, while destruction of property went
on credit was extended in the form of
of paper money by the various countries,
and money became plentiful, but real
wealth was destroyed, and in consequence
all the nations engaged ‘in the war came
through the war much poorer than when
they started, as far as real wealth was con-
cerned, but vastly richer in money, or,
more properly speaking, debts.

Well, why don’t the people go right
back to the land and grow food? For
Vvarious reasons. One is when the war
and high wages drew the help from the
land we raised less grain, less cattle,
less hogs, less milk, less horses, and,
generally speaking, we haven't the work
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PERFECTION of knit and highest
quality yarns in Penmans Sweater
Coats safeguard the children against holes
at the elbows and shabbiness of apparel.

A style and size to suit every boy
and girl.

| Sweater Coals
“TIIE- STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE"

Penmans Limited, Paris. Also makers of Underwear and Hosiery. 17

“Galt” Galvanized Steel Shingles

The “GALT”’ Shingle locks together in such
a way that there is no weak point in its
entire construction, and it is ornamental as
well. It is, therefore, the Ideal Shingle for
Dwellings, Churches, Schools, Public Build-

ings,} Barns, etc.

We also manufacture

Corrugated Sheets Barn Ventilators
Silo Roofs Barn Roof Lights

E GALT ART METAL COMPANY, LIMITED

Galt, Ontario

When writing advertisers will you kindly mention The Farmer’s Advocate.




