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the guidance of their Bishops, and 
putting aside all matters of private 
interest, or what might cause hurt
ful dissension, they not only perse-

Miiroundings. But in spite of every- 
.hing the wonder is that the Irish 
livid so well to the faith. We do not 
wish to taunt others We reject with
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to vbc faith and spread the Church 
in this country, it was the Irish. 
How often and how long were they 
satisfied with priests whose broken 
English they could hardly under
stand! If they could only haw Mass 
they were content, they would try 
and make the best of the sermon. 
This is the early ehapter of religious 
history in Canada and the Vnited 
States—before there was proper or
ganization Then when factories were 
built in the Eastern States, when 

of the fast

The lesson contained herein should 
extend not only merely to the Ca
tholics of England, but to those be
yond the sea. The authority writ
ing, the clear ffone of his utterances, 
the cause he pleads, and the fervent 
exhortation, call for the same loyal
ty and respect in similar circum
stances from Catholics in our own 
country. When Catholic education is 
the question before Pailiament or at 
the polls, there should be no hesita
tion no trimming, no compromise.

that they think that the law can dis
solve the sacramental or Church tie 
of marriage

We never do,*' says Justice Uay- 
nor. "We do not interfere with it at 
all. If such a bond exists, we leave 
it alone Church and Stale in this 
country are absolutely separated. 
Whatever Church obligations exist the 
civil law leaves severely alone "

The’Trials in the Reform of 
Church Music

I From the New York Freeman s
(Journal.)

Nov. 8.—It is two years since

Commission At the head of it was 
a learned Benedictine. I>om Pothier— 
and uobouy could have a better title, 
for he was the main author of the 
Solesmes Edition which has ivndeicd 
the eforins of Plain Chant possible 
to-day. Doiij Pothier has grown 
gray in the cause of Plain Chant, and 
it may he that he has grown a little 
obstinate in clinging to the ideas ol 
twenty years ago, and just a little 
obsolete in studies ol Plain Chant, 
which have been prosecuted almost 
passionately by the Benedictine Votn- 

j munity of Solemses But there were 
others in the Commission fully com
petent to make up for any deficien
cies that might be found in Dora Po
thier. Then the unfortunate thing 
happened After the first few meet
ings of tne Commission it became ap
parent that the members were hope
lessly divided on points of detail, I 
and the oltener they met the more 
their differences grew They do not
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home thev nought and found occupa
tion in these busy towns. Then 
came the cry for French churches— 
the French-Canadians were losing the 

I» now calling upon Toronto SubecriUm faj f f, ; the* must have churehe
__ _______ themselves and

some of the fast increasing families jit is a question not of party, but 
of Lower Canadians had to leave j of principle, to which
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\\ answer

An untimely article and illcouceiv- 
rd, appeared in La Write of Quebec, 
some time ago It is untimely be
cause these are the days when union 
should characterize all Catholics 
whatever may be their race- or lan
guage It is ill conceived because it 
makes a covert attack upon the Irish 
which they do not deserve, and at
tributes motives which have no war
rant. Its title is: “Un Argument,’— 
An Argument. The argument is a 
plea to maintain the French lan
guage in both the family circle and 
fhe Church No one can find fault 
with such a laudable desire. But 
when it is claimed that, “the Irish 
combat this with bitterness,’' ihal 
“Protestants without always show
ing themselves very favorable, are 
however, more tolerant than certain 
Catholics,” we resent the insinua
tion If the people of French origin 
set so much store upon their lan
guage they are quite welcome It is 
most praiseworthy. We do not see 
that in this generation language and 
fajth are so. united that the loss of 
the otu means loss of the other, at

for
priests of their own 

I people. No one has anv fault to lind 
for it. Let them not throw it at 

' our race that we wish to domineer.
No race has shown in Church mat- 

; lers less desire of loruiug it over 
others than the Irish. From I lie cen
tre of Rome to fhe most distant 
point in the circumference of the 

: Church the Irish people have liecn 
i easier to handle, more loyal to au- 
I thority, more amenable to the hier- 
I arehy, and more faithful than any 
other rati- under the sun. When tem
poral advantage was in the scale 
against faith, the Irish faith was pre- 
fered. When éducation, m more 

i strictiv speaking, pet -ecu t inn, robbed 
them of language, it did not rob 

! them of faith. When circumstances 
gave them a French or Italian mis- 

- sionary, they murmured not—they 
i walked miles afoot to hear his Mass, 

and they rejoiced in his word and 
blessing as if he had been of their 
own blood As the years advanced

;ent .

every Catholic, 
be he member of Parliament or not, 
must be true Nor can he, in case 
of dereliction, expect consideration 
from his co-religionists or respect 
from outsiders

Rome,
Pius X issued his now celebrated
Molu Proprio on the reiortn of .......... .
Church music—and it is only 'his| seem to have considered sufficiently 
week H.ai the Vatican PiinUng Pi_ys.s ||,aj t|1(. |j0|v Father himself and the 
has issued the first instalment uf the whole Catholic world were earerly 
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and things improved tin- Itish 
their sAns to college in t lit* hope 
prayer that some of them might 
called to the holy priesthood 
so they were. '. generation 
priests grew up, and the old 
changed. In that change there

and 
be 

\ rid
of
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THE IRISH LANGUAGE.
A very earnest endeavor is made 

both at Imme and in this country 
to revive the study of the Irish lan
guage. Nor is the endeavor with
out a marked success. A chair of 
Celtic language has been establish
ed in the Catholic University of 
Washington; and several higher edu
cational institutions in Ireland have 
the study upon their curriculum. A 
short time ago the Bishops of lie- 
land when petitioned upon the sub
ject, expressed the idea that the in
troduction of it in the primary 
schools was not practical, and that 
therefore they eould not sanction it 
Naturally the study must come from 
the colleges and universities—as tea- 
chers have to he trained in it and 
time allowed for it. In Ireland 
in Canada, the programme of the 
mentarv schools is crowded and 
not admit of any new subject, 
from the energy and efforts of 
Gaelic League the language of 
fathers has a good footing in 
secondary education of Ireland, 
anything can help it to spread 
again cover the land this League

the whole Church. Now that the edi 
ion is well undei way Xi-.x I rbi 

may safely say something about 
difficulties which almost wrecked 
of the great enterprises with 
the Pontificate of Pius X 
io go down to bis ton

as
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w ill
But
the
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the
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and

is

When the Mol u
• une wiseacres in and __ .»

ascribed the real authorship ol it to 
! the Maestro Perosi, or Father De 
! Santi, S.J , or Dom Pothier In fact 
Perosi’s life was threatened by eue-, 
mies of the Reform in Rome, so that 
he had to be protected for months 
by detectives.

Xs a mattci of fad, the document 
was composed, more than ten years1 
before its publication, by Cardinal 
Salto, who had just entered Venice1 
as its Patriarch, and while Perosi 
was a little boy learning Latin from 
the Benedictines of Monte Cassino , 
Even as far hack as that, the need 
lot reform had been so strongly fell 
that the Sacred Congregation of Rite- 
had requested some of the leading au
thorities m Italy to send their views 
on the subject. Cardinal Sarto was! 
one of those who complied with the 
request, and on becoming Pope hi 
sent to the offices of the Congrega
tion foi Ins long forgotten document, 
and that was soon done—because 
with Pius X to decide and 
usually almost simultaneous

WI : i

to have furnished the offi
cial text of Plain Chant for the Ca
tholic Church, and to have effected a 
reform that was urgent. Only two 
courses remained open for the Pope 
—one was to abandon the hope of 
publishing the official text for the 
next half a century, and the other 

• to entrust the entire business into
Proprio appealed the hands of one competent man His 

out of Rome Holiness, of course, chose the latter 
alternative, and Dom Pothier 
his choice.
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no ingratitude for the zealous mis
sionary who had ministered to the 
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jtnineer or lord it over others. And
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were different in Ireland when Mu- 
battle for laith was raging we un
derstand That many, who leave 
home where a language is spoken and 
who go to another country where an
other language prevails and a differ.
«■nt religion is practised, may lose 
tbeli faith in quite likely. It is, 
alas' a sad fact to which experi
ence testifies. The error consists 
in attributing this defection to lan
guage In such cases social condi
tions are not the same and hear much 
more directly upon the character in 
their influence for good or evil than 
language Language is the expres
sion of thought. The thought is 
prior to its expression. That phase 
of character implied in the act or 
state of loss of fa.ilh must have pre
ceded the expulsion of it. But is the 
English language so proselytizing 
that the faith of French-Canadians 
cannot stand against it? Is their jdeemer 
language the only safeguard for then wanted 
faith'1 We should he sorry to sec 
them give up their language; wc ad
mire their persistency in maintain-- 
ing it; but we consider it a weak 
argument when it is claimed that 
language is the guardian of faith. j 'hesv 

In order to support his plea the E°w 
writer explained the large number 
of loses to the Church amongst the 
Irish in America by their having lost i 
their language. “It is,” says thel 
writer, “an incontestable fact that 
the Catholic religion has lost several 
millions of its children because sev- ! 
oral millions have spoken and known 
only the English language.” This, 
proposition is subtle enough to con- 
lain a double meaning which thus 
renders it hard to attack That 
many, too many, of out people lost 
the faith is as sad as it is tiue The 
cause was not, however, that they 
spoke the English Ian. vige They

ci
so we come round the circle of our 
thought—that to accuse the Irish of 
being intolerant towards their French 
brethren or of having been careless 
in the preservation of the 
a wish to exercise 
them is both untimely

or of

■ for by . xperienre

of the faith 
superiority over 

and uncalled
of the past

CHURCH UNION 
If the matter were not so serious 

flic attempts at church union would 
Ik- a fit subject for ridicule and cari
cature. If the desire is real the at
tempt is awkward; they jo not try 
in the right way. The latest endea
vor was the least serious and the 
most unreal Ministers representing 
some of the sects met and formulât-' 
<-d what they considered a model 
central doctrine, enunciating that 
"Jesus Christ was our Lord and Re- I 

What these gentlemen 
was numbers. But gain in 

numbers meant loss in definiteness. * 
There were I wo bodies. Roman Ca
tholics and Unitarians—who repre
sented the extreme poles of the mag- 

It was very desirable that 
should boili join the federation, 
attain the result? To assert 

the divinity of Christ was to ex
clude the Unitarians. To say noth
ing about it, to leave it an open 
question or to imply its denial was, 
if nothing else were wanting, to ex- \ 
elude Roman Catholics. After tur

tle found elsewhere To the Irish Ca
tholic it should be the object of af
fectionate and reverential regard. The 
old Celtic tongue was the language 
when Ireland was the “Island of 
Saints and Doctors,” and when Ire
land's sainted sons were the apos
tles of religion anil fhe ministers of 
Christian civilization. In later gen
erations it hedged the people round, 
and was their sure means of com
munication and protection when the 
English tongue would have betrayed 
them •

EDITORIAL NOTES

net.

Tin following opinion of the effect 
of had plays comes from the learned 
Bishop of Limerick. Toronto fon 
several years lias been getting an 
overdose of bad plays, which seldom 
touch the consciences or the stom
achs of the newspaper critics:

“No man or woman who acknow
ledges responsibility to God,” says 
the Bishop, “can be present at such 
plays without sin, for even if they 
can hope to escape the contamina
tion of them personally, they must 
know that by their presence they are 
giving a sanction to what is nothing 
less than a scandal in the true sense 
of the word. That

■

was followed immediately by a chorus 
uf thanksgiving; but this soon gave 

a long series of criticisms in 
press. Writers lamented 

that the Pope had banished all mod
ern music from the churehes, and 
there were even some priests who 
ventured to assert that the reform 
would Ik- tlie means of emptying the 
churches at high mass.

What the Papal doeument really did 
should be plain to all by this time, 
and there is no harm in repeating it 
here The system of Plain Chant in 
general use throughout the Church 
up to two years ago was based on a 
corrupt and vitiated version compiled 
at a time when Sacred Music was at 
a low ebb Pius X. decided lhat this 
version should go, and he replaced 
b\ a version based on the old texts 
contained in manuscripts dating from 
the VIII to the XIV. centuries. ! 
Then again, the other music sung in 
the churches was very largely cheap, 
meretricious, and theatrical Instead 
of adding devotion, it merely tickled i 
the ear and afforded composers 
choir-singers an opportunity 
showing off their bravura

and
for

The Pope determined to banish all 
kinds of figured and modern music 
from the liturgical services. Instead 

, he ordained that Bishops in theii le- 
spective dioceses should keep a vi
gilant ear for music executed in their 
churches, and a diocesan commis
sion for the purpose of examining the 
modern music destined for sarred 

, purposes In shoit. Pius X inaugur
ated a very drastic reform, hut ap- 

, plied it in a very broad-minded 
spirit.

In some parts of the world his in ,
.is the stumbling ' struct ions were carefully carried out 

block to those to whom such repre- from the beginning, in others they 
sentations arc a grievous temptation, were discussed in highly academic 
and, moreover, are helping lo impair manner, and m others still they were
the safeguards of public morality quietly allowed to become a dead
amongst a hitherto good and reli- letter Even Bishops cannot be sup-1 
gious people. 1 am told that wo- posed to know everything about ev-
rtien, young and old. sit out these erything. and many Bishops apparent-
plays, and not irreligious women,but | lv failed to realise fhe importance of 
women who go to Mass regularly, and the great reform of the earnestness
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______ —n. - ». .»,«*•••• v* m» rai iicntiucoo........... ....... frequent the Sacraments, anil general- of the Holv Father in permitting it.ther consideration they formulated ,y arc supposed lo be devout ami Apparently they put the Motu Pro-
positively that Christ was the ili- pious Catholics. If it is so, It is prio carefully away in their desks,
vine Redeemer Thev thus excluded a great shame; it is an outrage on , and thought no more about it

Or.

spoke that language in the days of 
the Old Land, where their faith, like 
their age. was fresh and vigorous. 
The English language is aceounlable 
for a good deal, hut not foi their 
defection from Ihe faith. They spoke 
it when they lisped

the Unitarians, without winning the 
Catholics. If thnsc men know any- 

1 thing, and if they are sincere, they 
must know that there is only one 
way of holding communication with 

I ihe Catholic Church. Thai way is by 
• the open door and leaching authority 

of the Church. Faith is one. error is i not 
many, hut federation is nonsense. If Christ our 
there is any sincerity the desire for 
union eaniiol go without reward.
The want will become more apparent 
according as ihe weakness of disun
ion is*felt more keenly. To bring, 

their prayer», j ^fk to the fold of truth the sheep I 
when they learned their eatechism, | wh0 |iaVe strayed away, to graft

again the broken branches of theliv-, 
ing vine, is not the work uf man. 
It is the fruit of prayer and the task I 
of saints, the reward of humility and 
faith not to be found with the gei.,-r- | 
al advocates of Church federation

religion for any woman who ap- 
proaehes the altar-rails to go within It is quite cleat from the document 
a few days to a theatre to gloat over j that Pius X recognized the great 
scenes in which impurity is only hid- : value of the Solesmes Edition of 
den by a thin v<-iI from being open j Plain ('liant, studied out and prépar
ait illegal indecency One of two ed bv the Benedictines of Solesmes— 
things ui must have—Christian mor-j who have sinre been driven out of 
als and the Christian religion, or pa-, their monastery in France, and ob- 
gaiiisin. belief and act, \ut we can j liged to take refuge in the Isle of 

have both. Re cannot have Wight in England In fad he openly 
Lord in our hearts on Sun-' encouraged and recommended its use 

day and revel in lilth and immorality 1 everywhere, and insisted on it for the 
on the other «lays of the week. Above college seminaries and religious in- 
all it is shocking to every sense of stitutions here in Rome Pul in or- 
propriety to hear of young gills be- 1 dvr that the reform in 1 lie Plain 
ing present at such jilays. Self-re- Chant should he thorourhlv scientific 
spvct, the very externals of modes- ] and»official, he established a Pontifi-
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when thev were warned 1.0 guard 
their religion above all other trea
sures and against all persecution. 
They brought the Catholic faith in 
their heart and the English language 
on their lips, to the free shores of 
America There was one friend they 
did not bring. They left him behind 
—he could not be spared and he could 
not be multiplied—the priest, the 
Soggaii h A room Persecution in Ire
land and revolution in France had 
brougli' about a deplorable state ot 
affairs in the supply of priests. Still 
farther did persecution do When 
thousands of poor Irish were sent 
to this country they were sent with
out priests. Thus was the prepara
tion made for proselytism. But it 
was not. the loss of language, it 
was the want of priests French mis
sionaries, however zealous they might 
have been, were too few and scat
tered to break the bread of life. The 
means of communication were diffi
cult, and the social conditions, 4be 
life of a pioneer, and the hardships 
he had to undergo, told severely up
on ihose higher aspirations which

ty, which any girl who is not utterly 
abandoned will maintain, should make 
it impossible for them to look on at 
scenes which it would he regarded as 
an insult for any man lo describe 
to them in words.”

I HE HOLV FATHER AM) THE 
SCHOOIS OF ENGLAND.

A short time ago the Holy Father 
wrote a letter to the Archbishop of 
Westminster conrerning tfie Catholic 
Schools in England. His Holiness j 
praises “the great earnestness with 1 
which during the last five-and-thirty 
years the faithful in England have 
most strenuously defended 'heir Ca
tholic Schools, asserting above all 
things the necessity that the educa
tion of the young should be of a 
religious character” I

In another paragraph the Supreme 
Pontiff writes: *'We earnestly ex
hort the Catholirs of England to 
strive lor this most praiseworthy 
object; and to those most of all do 
we address this exhortation who 
give their distinguished aid as writ-

.Judge Gat nor. of New Voik. has 
l given an intelligent interpretation of 

divorce law, which will give little 
1 comfort to the divorced, hut i annot 
fail to meet the general approval of 
Christian people. The Judge said:

“So far as concerns 
or sacramental or Church bund , 
isting between these people we have 
nothing whatever to ‘do with it. li , vm-i 
these people are bound by any sacra- The 
ment or ar.y religious 01 Church 
bond you and 1 are not seeking to se
ver that obligation. When we are 
through with this case that obliga
tion is left untouched We do noth
ing whatever to it If there is a 
bond of matrimony between these

ral Commission, composed of the ; 
most distinguished experts on the | 

1 subject, to prepare an edition, which , 
should he published bv the Vatican; 
Press, and liliertv was to he given ! 
to musical publishers throughout the ' 

'world to reproduce the edition—pro
vided they offered guarantees as to' 
their competence to do so in a wor- !

I thv manun Nothing eould be fairer 
I than this

0R0MET

Then a most unfortunate condition 
was introduced—publishers wishing to | 
reproduce the Vatican Edition were1 

any religious 1 required to purchase a certain num-1 
her of copies (1,0(1 I believe) of this j 
edition, which were to be sold to j 
them at the hare coat of production.

inndition was unfortunate tie- 
cause it puzzled the publishers, be 1 
cause if 'ended to create a monopoly 
in favor of those who romnlied witii 
this condition—although the Holy
Father had exprftslv said he would 
not tolerate any publishers’ monopoly 
for the reproduction of the Hain
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cerns directly only the musical pub
lishers

It after we get through with them 
as they we-e (before. We do not se 
ver it, we do not break it, and that 
is something that It seem* to me is 
very generally misunderstood.11
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Address

The Catholic Register
9 Jordan Street

•tr4SI Vi
A few doors below ICarlton Cor. Ann

Main 2498.

\m SH0RTMAM) LESSON
XVt shall send free to any young 

person a printed lesson in Gregg 
Shorthand ami we agree to correct it 
free of charge

Write to-dav.

K a. farqubarecn, B.fl.
BRI I ISM AMI RICIAN BUSIN! SS

comet
TORONTO

-C A. Bldg.
CANADA

__


