
March, 180»—19 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. 117

Ch
ed

rlstians of Jewish birth were 
The

and Dionysius of Corinth, A.D. 
alls Sunday the Lord's Day.

Thus looking back on all the evidence 
for observing the Lord’s Day we may 
say with Schaff : “ The day was trans
ferred from the seventh to the first day 
of the week, not on the ground of a par
ticular command, but by the free spirit 
of the Gospels and by the power of cer
tain great facts which lie at the founda
tion of the Christian Church. It was 
on that day that Christ rose from the 

that He appeared to Mary, the 
and the assembled 

red out His 
Church ; and 

to His beloved
the mysteries of the future, 
the first day was already In the 

désigné . 
that day Paul

At the Master’s Feet
from the old religion, 

dead leaves of Judaism fell off gradually, 
they were not rudely torn off by man. 
The new facts, the new dogma 
new ordinances, first established 
selves and then, little by little, 

patlbility of the old and t 
was revealed, which necessarily Issued 
In casting out the old." The old things 
of Judaism were made new In Chris
tianity. As Farrar forcefully puts it: 
" The first disciples kept both days; the 
Sabbath for rest, the Sunday for wor
ship. The Christian Church made no 

al, but a gradual, and almost un
conscious, transference of the one day 
to the other. She had been led by the 
Spirit, whose revelations are continu
ous. whose inspiration Is perman 
make her week

171, ca
From all vain pomps and shows, 
From the pride that overflows, 
And the false conceits of men; 
From all the narrow rules 
And subtleties of schools.
And the craft of tongue and pen : 
Bewildered In its search, 
Bewildered with the cry;
Lo, here! lo, there, the church! 
Poor, sad humanity 
Through all the dust and heat 
Turns back with bleeding feet.
By the weary road It came.
Unto the simple thought 
By the great Master taught.
And that remaineth still:
Not he that repeateth the name, 
But he that doeth the will!

disciples of Emmaus,
Apostles; that He pou 
Spirit and founded the 
that He revealed

apostolic age honorably 
" the Lord's Day." On 
met with the disciples at Troas and 
preached till midnight. On that day he 
ordered the Galatian and Corinthian 
Christians to make (no doubt In con
nection with divine service) their 
weekly contribution to charitable ob
jects according to their ability. It ap
pears. therefore, from the New Testa
ment itself, tha 
as a day of worship, and In sp« 
memoration of the Resurrection, where
by the work of redemption was finished. 
The universal and uncontradicted Sun
day observance in the second century 
can only be explained by the fact that 
it had its roots in ai ostollc practice. 
Such observance Is the more to be ap- 

rt In civil 
' Constan

tine, and must have been connected with 
man; inconveniences, considering the 
lowly social condition 
of Christians and the! 
their heathen masters and employers.

dis-

lyal ; on Thursday ' Hie 
Friday His crucifix 

urrection.
_,e, as someone 

hs of His history, 
y to be ‘ a sort of

a constant remem 
of her Lord. On Wednesda 
called His betra 
ascension ; on 
on Bund

has said 
She meant h

—Longfellow.
Shein-ay,

clc Urn
the epoc 
Is Sunda

Day in every week ’ " ; and 
nflower turns morning and even

ing to the sun," so the early Church 
turned forever to the Sun of Righteous
ness who had risen with healing In his 
wings. We may be perfectly at our 
ease about a change In which We follow 
the authority of every branch of Christ’s 
universal Church.”

5. There is abundant evidence of the 
observance of the Lord's Day In the 
days immediately following those we 
call apostolic. The epistle of Barnabas, 
written probably early In the second 
century, says: “ 
for rejoicing In the 
rose from the dead." Ignatius, who Is 
thought to have been a disciple of St. 
John, speaks of Christians no longer 
observing the Sabbath, but fashioning 
their lives after the Lord's Day. Justin 
Martyr, horn about A.D. 100, describes 
the assembling on the day called Sun-

from letters that come to our desk al
most every day. A probationer In Al
berta writes:

" There are quite a number of child- 
lesion field, but on account

. to

t Sunday was observed 
ecial com- ren on my m

finances are very low indeed, but a Sun
day School Is Indeed urgent."

Another writes from the same Confer-

depression of homesteading 
rth In the Pembina regie

" To give you a slight idea of condl- 
that this winter I have 
by several families on

tlons I may say 
been surrounded 
the verge of starvation, to prevent which, 
I have driven into the neighboring

you see it would be Impossible 
ney of them for 8.8. pap 

the literature is practically 
the School. I feel very grat 
help rendered by the Fund."

A young woman, a school teacher In 
Newfoundland shows a grand spirit, and 
we were glad to assist her 
of supplies. She says :

“ I am teaching at 
started a Sunday 
never been any S.S. here before. Our 
number is small, but not too small, but 
we can do some good. Our means are 
limited. I hardly know how to get the 
money to supply the S.S. with papers, 
but I intend to send the money myself 
and get It If I can. I would like you to 
help us.”

Here Is an extract that will surely 
touch your heart and show you that rea! 
missionary work Is not confined to for
eign lands.
Newfoundland this letter comes :

say that we have any school 
live In a lonely part of the 

from privi
leges most people do enjoy. We have ito 
week school, and we see the minister 
five or six times In a year. Four 
aeo six of us started to build a 
school chapel. When we 
enough ahead my wife and I 
keep what we called Sundav School. 
How near it Is to It I cannot say for 
neither one of us had the pleasure h 
tend a Sunday School. The bit of learn
ing we got, we, picked up here and there 
without any teacher."

And so the letters come In from far 
and near, encouraging and critical; but 
all helpful and full of stimulus to better 
work for our Department. We might 

Itiply our extracts many times. If 
these will Increase your hearty interest 
In our labors, we shall be satisfied. 
Surely an annual contribution of five 
cents a member to our fund Is not an 
exorbitant request for our General 
Board to make of our Leagues and 
Schools.

predated as It ha< no suppoi 
legislation before the age of

50 miles away, 
r them In food

In order to raise 
and clothing. Soof the majority 

r dependence upon
We keep the eighth day 

which also Jesus
ers. and 

the life 
total the

yet
ofday thus became, 

natural transformât!* 
Sabbath or weekly day 
answering to the typlci 
Jewish Sabbath, and 
turn a ty 
people of

of rest, at once 
al import of the 
Itself forming in 

of the eternal rest of the 
I In the heavenly Canaan.”

easy and 
Christian

God In the matter

and so have 
School, as there hasFrom the Editor’s Mail

Perhaps you would like to read some 
of the items your General Secreta 
reives from many quarters. Well

copies of th 
number being added within the last three 
months."

Good for Lyn. There are plenty of 
others who might well follow its example. 
And they are waking up 
this extract from a city

" If we could have many 
Ei’wortii Era coming to 
it would be a great help, 
me a few sample copies.”

Certainly they were sent, and you 
have a few also for your League If 
will use them for the formation of a 

nong your members.
“ I have read your first number of the 

Era with the greatest satisfaction. It Is 
smaller in size but not one whit dull or 
lacking."

So writes an ex-president 
central conferences. Thanks!

“ I was very much pleased with your 
first number of the Era. especially de
lighted with your treatment of the topic, 
" Waiting on God,” and your article oi. 
the relation of the League 
day School. I think a 24-page paper con
tains as much matter as the readers will 
care to read, and perhaps they will read 
it a little more thoroughly than they 
would if the paper was larger.”

That Is from a man whosi 
worth much.

“ The Era this month was Interesting 
from cover to cover. I read It all."

So wrote a Conference League Presi
dent among other nice things, and the 
Editor was beginning to feel flattered, 
when along comes this mlssle, not just In 
the form of a bouquet of roses, 
baps much more appropriate to 
slon, and certainly

“In your editorial notes on page 12, 
two phrases occur which to us seem 
slangy, and might perhaps—while cer
tainly very expressive—tend to encour
age our young people In a tendency to 
which many of them are altoge 
prone already. I refer to “ get 
on ” and “ get on to the Job."

We " caught on." and then promised 
our esteemed friend that we would not 
repeat the Inelegancv. We want to be 
“ proper."

“ We. as a league, wish to be in touch 
with all the work and with other 
Leagues as far as pos

This Is written by 
Vlce-Pres. In Ontario, 
mendable. This paper offers a splendid 
medium of 
League 
lighted
freely. Sit right down now and write 
a news paragraph telling us of what your 

e has recently done, or is planning 
In the near future.
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