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NOTE AND COMMENT It is reported that Mrs. Carrie Na
tion. who ennie years aero acquired notor 
ietv by the uee of a haohet. hae now 
realised enough from ner lecture*. »/lth 
the acoomnanving sale of souvenir rarer 
hatchets, to purchase a tpoultrv and fruit 
farm, and is to retire from the arena.

No one hie a right to heve an easy 
time and no one. with a spirit above 
that of the alaire. wants ease. Bren If 
we cannot do anything very heroic we 
show that we have the indestructible 
pension for difficulty by the homage we 
involuntarily render those who can do 
and dare.

Portugal has again suffered from a 
severe earthquake. A number of villages 
were wiped out and many persona were 
killed and injured.

With the death of Algernn , Charlee 
Swinbun « who recently di i at the 
age of T the laet of the dis nguiehed 
line of poets known ae the Victorian
poets hsa passed away.

Those who attack the Bible, the 
churches, and the Christian faith are 
undermining the very foundations of 
•ociety. No true friend of mankind will 
countenance euch attacks. The religion 
of Christ is the only barrier against the 
rising evils which threaten our age. 
Self defence, if no other motive, would 
urge business men. educators, and 
scholars to defend and strengthen re 
ligion. the ohurohes, and their agencies.

Any one desiring a copy of the report 
of the r* .vnt Laymen's Missionary Con
gress. which is to he published in book 
form, and who has not already sent in 
his order, should do so at. his earliest 
oonvnlenee. The report will he in full, 
and the volume will be one of the most 
significant and inspiring in roiesionary 
literature. Mr. H. K. Caskey. Confed
eration Life Building. Toronto, will be 
pleased to receive your dollar.

6avs the Presbyterian Witness: Sir 
Oliver Lodge claime that industrial oc
cupation cannot suffice for the whole 
population of Britain; that some addi
tional facilities must be riven to the 
cultivation of the land; that the im 
menee amounts now raid away to for 
eign countries for wheat, for timber, for 
dairy produce, and other products of 
the soil—a sum which in the aggregate 
is of incredible magnitude—should be 
diminished, and the country made more 
nearly self sustaining 'by improved con
ditions of land tenure and the restora
tion of labor vo the soil. In abort, eas- 

the land is imperative In

The Inheritance tax of Great Britain 
yields over $90,000.000 of annuel revenue 
out of a total internal revenue of about 
$480,000.000. Theee taxes are paid by a 
population of 44,000.000.

The Beatification of Joan of Arc, on 
April 18. in Rome, was witneeeed by 
30,000 French pilgrims and nearly the 
entire French episcopate. Pontifical 
mass was said In honor of Joan by the 
Bishop of Orleans.i ier access to 

Britain.

It ia claimed that during 1908 the am 
ount of money saved in the public 
schools at London was $182,000. Penny 
savings banks are found in nearly all 
the schools and the habit of gum chew 
ing and candy-eating is almost unknown.

Preiudice dies hard, remarks the Can 
adian Churchman, especially when its 
links have been welded by centuries of 
fanatical conviction. The Jew travels 
and trades, and his synagogues are found 
in quiet places in the various parts of 
the world, where he lives and thrives. 
But the Turk, less adaptable and more 
conservative, still looks to Mecca and 
Medina for religious inspiration, and 
moulds his life on the precepts of the

men to journey to the shrines of the 
prophet or to seek the trusta of their 
faith within the covers of the Koran. But 
civilisation has become the dominant 
force in human progress, and the thin 
end of its mighty wedge has at last 
found lodgement within the curve of 
the Golden Horn. We may not live to 
eee the day. But the day will surely 
come when the stately spire will tower 
above the neighboring mosque, and 
the Cross of Calvary will speak better 
things to the awakening Moslem than 
he has ever heard beneath the crescent 
of Mahomet.

The Pioneer verv correctly says;—It 
is a libel on the sense and character 
<»f the travelling public to sav that it 
is on their account the bar is ken* up. 
Men and women do not eleen. eat. or 
sit in the barrooms unless they are 
hadlv under its influence. The vast 
maturity of the travelling public would 
prefer a stopping-nlace without such a 
nnisv. dlsrwntable. dangerous, ob- 
tniaive. and foal smelling attachment.

A trader passing a converted cannibal 
in Africa, asked 1 im what he was do
ing. "Oh. I am reading the Bible." was 
the reply. "That Book Is ont of date in 
my country." aaid the foreigner. "If 
it had been out of date here." said the 
African to the European, "you’d have 
been eaten Fnig ago.'1

Civilisation doea not prompt

Books formerly forbidder to Russians 
will now be admitted and delivered 
through the post office with no other 
examination that such as is necessary to 
determine the customs duties required 
by Russian law. For many years the 
government has exercised strict een 
snrship over printed matter especially 
books of a political character.

The new Sultan is a younger brother of 
the deposed Sultan. He is a man of 68. 
and for the past 25 vears bas been, with 
his wives and children, practically a 
prisoner in his palaee at Constantinople, 
where he was confined after having been 
adjudged an imbecile. Whether he Is 
really such or not is not known. The 
Sultans for the past three hundred 
years have had the habit of disposing of 
their vonnrer brothers to prevent them 
from heading révolutions, and it is not 
Improbable that the new Sultan was im 
prisoned /instead of murdered) on th’e 
account, and not because of any un 
usual mental weakness. Rut from ar 
tides from his pen and interviews with 
him. which have been published, it is 
evident that he is not a man of anv 
strength, mentally or morally. It is 
probable that throughout his reign he 
will he simply the tool of those who 
put him in power.

The Regent of China. Prince Chun, 
who. since the dismissal of Tuan Shi 
Kai. hae been collecting lists of official* 
who were dismissed previous to his 
taking office, has now issued an edict 
rehabilitating the reputations and re 
numerating the families of five officials 
of the late Dowager Empress who were 
beheaded for opposing the Boxers.

Men are of various kinds, national or 
ecclesiastical or race or color. On this 
continent an article with the title, 
" White Women and Colored Men " 
mean men who are of negro blood, but 
in England it means Orientals. The 
writer appeals to missionaries with their 
experience and knowledge to come for
ward boldly and state what eort of life 
a white woman who married an Eastern 
husband would be likely to lead in an 
Eastern country. A gentleman who haa 
lived many years in the Bast writes to 
say in reply to this appeal that he hae 
com* across during those years several 
mixed marriages. "I have seen, alas, 
he eaye, "something of the price paid 
by the white woman for her mieplaçed 
faith in the colored man. I do not be- 
Heve that any woman who has lived in 
the East and knows the low moral stan
dard of thJ Oriental would ever venture 
to marry one. It ie the English girl or 
woman who hae never been east of fines 
who is carried Away by the sauve silky 
manner, the dark eyes and eoft voice of 
the colored man who comes over to our 
country (England) to get all he can in 
the wav of knowledge, but who never 
leams the meaning of the worde loyalty 
and honor. People in Europe will never 
quite understand the Bast, for the East 
ie ruled by things which are impossible 
in a temperate climate." 
goes on to give instances in proof of his 
assertion.

Presbyterians <if New York City arc 
vigorously pressing a movement foi 
extension of their work In the metropo
lis. At a remarkable meeting held on 
a very stormy evening In the Fifth Ave. 
Church, $115,773 was pledged for this 
purpose. The money is for Immediate 
use in establishing new congregations 
and aiding others to reach indepen 
dence.

r the

Regent Square church. London, has 
for the first time Issued the annual re 
nort of it« Sunday schools in a separate 
brochure.
achoole in connection with the congre 
gallon, containing about 1.500 children, 
and a etaff of one hundred teachers. The 
largest of these are the Aldenham street 
afternoon and evening schools, which 
had 1.084 scholars on their rolls at the 
end of the year. Each school has its 
own set of special agencies, and its own 
method* of work, adapted intelligently 
to its own circumstances end needs. In 
a preface to the report, the minister 
save. "The future, for these children, 
and for Regent Square. de| ends largely 
on our success or failure *n bringing the 
hoys and girls into permanent Christian 
life and service; and on onr success or 
failure in getting the families to which 
they belong to serve God. ae families in 
the congregation and fellowship of HU 
people."

There are four Sunday

There will he n great cosmopolitan 
gathering in Geneva during the early 
part of July In honor of the Quater- 

of Calvin and the 850th
Pi

entenary
annlvereary of the foundation of the 
Univemlty and the Public School*, of 
both of which he wa* the originator. On 
July 8. the foundation-stone of the In
ternational Monument of the Refor
mation will he laid and the ecclealast- 
leal. univemlty and municipal celebra
tions will extend over a 
eight daya. The Prote 
of every country, and especially the 
Reformed Churches, are sendl 
rial delegatea. and the eerie* 
liant function* will focus the attention 
of the whole world upon the figure of 
the great Reformer.

period of about 
slant Churches

of hril- The writer


