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From the Far Away West

ing Scenes.
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A Capital Chatty Letter From F. W. Tobey to The
Planet—Some Interesting Experiences and Thrill-
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To the Editor of The Planet: .

Mzr. Editor,—It is a long Lime since
I left Chatham, so long that my hair
Thas growan to a girlish length and my
mhiskers bave passed the dowoy stage
:and become feathers. In beginning
wow to write a description of my
wwestern trip, I show myself to be up
to Jast week. However, if you have
0 objection to printing pre-historic
marratives I weuld submit the follow-
ang for your widely read paper. I see
Mr. Martin has written a description
«of his trip and spent some 3pace on
places I just passed through. Know-
ing this I feel somewhat backw ard at
-wyriting this. However, as 1 promis-
«ed to write you a letter I will do so,
Jeaving yeu o deocide whether or not
it will be published.

As I had mever travelled a hundred
wailes from home before, many things
were of interest to me that would not
‘pe moliced by most people. \

I apent Sunday, March 29th — the
fast day in dedr old Chatham — visit-
ing a feaw relatives and friends, and
aboul one oelock, after bidding good-
‘hye to those at home, I left for the
-ptation. At three o'clock (he mid-
qmight pulled in and in a few minutes
i1 was off. Not accustomed to sleep-
Ymg on traims I spent the first rest-
«elss pight in my life, and as soon a3
“khe g‘roy dawn began to appear I
wwiewed the passing country. I shail
Heave out this part of my journey, but
yool before sayimg that I saw no agri-
eculiural district to equal Kent, ex-
«oept, possibly, the belt east of Halton,
Warthermore, I have seen none better
enince except Jack Fish Lake district,
wwhere we are located.

Arriving at Teronto at 9 a. m., I
1 usually
a mes-
plan.

was scmewhat hungry-—as
smm—but soon found my way to
‘taurant run on the FEuropean
“Fhey must have lots of money in Eu-
rope or are small caters. However,
-ms 1 thought it would be a treat to
Ihave an Oriental breakfast I exam-
red carefully the menu and began Lo
sourse I astounded the
would know who

wirder. Of
wwalter, as anyone
dxmows me ; but she returned the com-
Ziiment when she presented the bill.
The rest of Monday I spent with
zny brother Hugh, of C. Boisseau &
s, apd together we visited some
selatives and friends, finally finding
sar way to the beautiful parliament
neildings, where we spent some time
listening to the Gamey-Stralton cons
tyoversy. On Tuesday I set out to sce
e city, 2nd in the course of sy wan=
derings met Chubb Merritt going o
s#chool a litthe after the bell had toll-
erd. I managed to find my way
prough the wholesale, distrizt, the
Metropolitan Life and Confederation
JAaie, two colleges and the museum and
axperating room of the Toronto Uni-
sersity, where the students were pick-
ng and tearing at human bodies like

syows or wolves at a dead horse., I

sapent a long time, as it was to my
smerrow mind the triumph ol archi-
estural genius in imposing .2randeur

smed interior picturesque beauty in de-
@il of {imish. At noon 1 was joined
tyy Alvin Moore and Milton Ball, and
wgether we strayed through that ant

IBiil of industry, namely, T. Eaton’s

siore. 'The post office, Simpson’s, the
211 line and all were attracting to a
zaobler like mysclf, but at three

cuedock we were obliged 1o board our
rair for North Bay.

I took
imdong the

little notice of t(he scenery
route to North Bay until
the hill,
beautiful houses ati-

eached
a few

Davenport, on

cting my attention, I began to
wwarel) for the stations. Of

course

ticing the scenery at firsi, as you will
afterwards learn. The next stop was
al.  Allandale, pretty then, but how
much more so now! A level, sloping:
sward of grass stretched from track
to lake shore. ,Ahead of us you could
see a prettily situated town along the
lake bank, which we soon learned was
Barrie. The town is built on the
sloping banks and the first buildings
are but a short distance from the
lake shore. The scenery on all sides
was such as to please Lhe eye and
heart of a nature-lover even then.
From the lake was wafted a cool, re-
freshing breeze.

At 7.15 we found our train had stop-
ped at Gravenhurst just as the sun
was sinking below the western horiz-
on. From the station and on all sides
you could see massive hay-stack rocks
and numerous lakes of every size and
description. The scenery was one of
rugged picturesqueness even th'n,
and its charm would be greatly en-
hanced by the true arrival of spring,
with all its natural draperies and
many-colored decorations. Graven-
hurst Sanitarium was beyond our
ken, but having seen the Chatham
Eanitarium I knew I would be dis»
appointed:  Consequently I decided
not to take a run over, although F
am sure there was ample time be-
tween {he revolutions of the wheels,
as the train seemed to be (ired. The
buildings in Gravenhurst were not
crowded on to one acre of ground and
®o the town spreads over a large area
of country. The houses were a com-
fortable distance apart, and thus I
suppose the residents could have a
little pow-wow without any danger of
their nex-door-neighbor hearing it
all. Besides, some cool breezes could
find their way through the streets to
cool some feverish brow in the tepid
heat of July and August. The lakes
and hills were on all sides ynd as we
rattled slowly along we could see be-
hind us the town well lit by electric
light.

My scat-makes were Milton Ball
and a young lady about 28. Mr.
Ball, being somewhat backward,
quickly decamped, and left me to find
out that my seat-mate’'s name was
Miss V. and her destination was Min-
odosa, Manitoba, N. W. T. T enjoyed
her conversation very much and was
so impressed by her winning ways
and witty remarks that I offered her
the lower berth, Mr. Ball and I hav-
ing taken out an accident poilicy with
Chatham’s popular insurance agent,
Mr. Aikens, and desiring if possible to
make something out of our invest-
ment, took the wupper berth. The
porter was a new one, and being also
a former school teacher, was very
slow. Seeing that at the rate he was
moving there was small chance of
getting a nap at all, I gol permission
sion from him to assist. After mak-
ing a few unimportant mistakes in
the way the covers were turned, etc.,
which he took pains to correct in a
most polite way, I got very apt at my
work, and by twelve o'clock the
berthe were all ready.

At daybreak we found ourselves in
the berth, strange to say. We also
found that we were in a very moun-
lainous counftry and the weather was
diecidedly colder. Spow and ice filled
alll the hollows and 1 there and then
decided that we had ireached the
Arctic Circle. A few struggling pop-
Iar trees of diminutive size sprang
up here and there nounished by what
soil had been formed from ithe rocks.
{Here and there could be seen asmall
Jack pine looking as though it might
spend a summer to n.dvnmage at
Gravenhurst.

In many places {herocks rose per-

pendicularly abowve our heads. Here
and there were massive boulders
which had rolled down from the

heights above. The sight would make
the timid quunke with fear as in many
places wide crevices fortold future
wrecks. [Possibly il was.one of those
same  boulders that came tearing
down from the cliffs nnd crashed into
the west bound express when Mr.
Morrison, a neighbor of ours, came
up.

A’ large grove of dwarf pines was
soon seen in a preity valley with
high regulhr rocks on every side. On
their summit in long circular lines
a row of pines stood like sentinels
on duiy. The veterans grants were
in Northern Ontario, but if any of
them were here the settler would
surely starve.

A' new grove of stunted pines and

Chere was some cause for my not no-

a tall rock .cliff could be seen.

Canadlan Gin «

“Tickles the palate and ageees with the Stomach.”

Superior to lmported Gl because It's old

Distilled exclusively with the
finest grains,
Gin .
-nured for years ll
‘bonded warchouses and bottled un
der government su
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Melchers Red Cross

4 FINKEST TYPE OF PURE,
ELL MATURED CIN.

It has a delicate Inm, and an
agreeable me!
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Gigancic bdu.ders, that had broken
off and roiled down us playfully as
children off a s.rawstack, piled them-
selves in heups along ‘the track. The
sun was aliernaiely seen and lost to
view behind che hius. It soon became
sess rocky buc one lone boulder, the
langest seen, was left as though de-
seried by its companions. It ooked
about as sad as [ would imagine
the Chatham Football Club looked
when i(hey reiurned from Sandwich.

We now seemed to be travelling
directly north and passed through a
district of high sand hills only to
be lagain ushered inio the land of
stone and sky scraping cliffs. Tiny
sireams and busy cataracts were seen
here and there tumbling down the
hills. The lower sireams and some
of mountain origin were frozen over
excepl at the water-falls. Even these
were someuvimes frozen in the form
of crystal drapery. This whole dis-
trict for miles and milesi seemed as
barren as I imagine Sahara Desert
to 'be, still there was growth even
where the telegraph poles were placed
in piles of stone.

The trhin ran for a long distance

along a river all frozen over and-

dotted here and there with islands.
What charms summer would bring!
Farither up you could see a rapid
clear of ice and also fish poles set
along the shore. Ininy mind Iseem-
ed to see the ghosts of the noted
trinity. E. J. Maclntyre, A. C. Mc-
Kay and V. Goudreau patiently stroll-
ing to attract those fish that give
them new matter for m new fish
slory. It was a winding, twisting,
tangied course with water in cenire
and; ice on boch sides t > and there.
Next came a very pretiy valley with
i thriving hittle wigwam settlement.
I gazed fixedly a! their humble abodes
for I knew that soon I would be the
occupani and owner of one similar.
After passing this settlement we soon
came to a station called Bitscotang,
a busy lumber village. Here were bil-
lions of feet of lumber piled up which
spokee well for thhlt district.

is any here. There are ihree parties
of surveyors north, east and west
of the lhke sub-dividing townships.
There are no settlers there but Am-
ericans are landing here every day
to homestead for next year and if
the N. W. T. has a good crop this
year remember what I say and see
if I do mot speak the truth when I
do say cthat those homesteads will
be, laken up @as fast as the ones open
this year. There is a certain amount
of chance Lo /run as there is in every
business, the railroad survey is not a
sure guide as 'they chance it at their
will vo settle new districts about
where they intend going and then
they have a large country to freight
for as soon as they get through. The
railroad. C. N. R. is surveyed about
eighc miles from ws. It may run
eighieen miles or more and possibly
but two miles, no one knows. We
musi take our chances and live ‘in
hope or die jn despair. I don't wish
to start a locating bureau or any-
thing like that, but for a small
amount to repay me for the time, I
can and will willingly get nice quar-
ters for anyone who desires to come
out and thus you will be saved the
$100 Lo $200 that we and others have
spent hunting for land in a dezen
different localities to get a choice
quarter or two together. Fully be-
lieving that all I have said in the
latter part of this letter is true, and
knowing that the first part is so, I
sign myself, your western friend and
embryo farmer,
F. W. TOBEY.
Battleford, Sask., N. W. T., July 9.

—_——

No mar believes the
makes are inexcusable. .
—_——
Abseni minded ? I should say he is!
He did something this morning that
broke the record.
What was that ?
He was standing in front of that big
French mirror and tackled himself

mistakes he

for a fiver.

<

A waist of white pongee, with big pearl buttons, embroidered medallions.

Note the hair net.

The tailored hat has a rough straw brim,

I shunll attempt to continue the de-
scription eack week if this be not
rejected, and will make a good at-
tempt at giving your weaders and
friends an idea of the [general aspect
of (he country, the pleasure of tra-
velling on a tourist car, the differ-
ence between hunting for land in the
C. P. R. books hnd in the N. W. T,
the pc.xsulu» and pains| of H)ughmg
it on the prairie, the Barr Colony in
its many phases, the rapidity with
which a western town springs up,
and hundreds of miles of seemingly
waste lnad become productive, the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of living
in the N. ,W. T, the climate since I
have been here, my experience with
the two graces, the unexcelled beau-
ties of Jack Fish Lake and my ad-
vice (o eastern boys. The last is,
come west boys, as (thousands of in-
telligent farmers from Ontario,
Dakota, Minn., Michigan, etc., are do-
ing to get free homesteads in the
finest agricultural district in the
world, but don’'t come broke or you
will find it discouraging and up hill
work. However, the most wealthy
here as elsewhere are the ones who
started with centsiand not those  who
began with dollars., T have found
that to be true in hundweds of cases.
The hill was hard to climb but the
reward or treasure on [top was their
getting and thus appreciated the
more. You will notice that most Am-
ericans homesfead one year and come
back the following spring to settle,
and it is b most wise plan. Send me
your names my friends or ememies

dand I will find homesteads for you

as. close to a jrailroad as we are.
We are but 110 miles from one but
expect one in the course of a few
years. Don’t expect to get two miles
from a railroad as those homesteads
were taken up long before the rail-
road ever came ‘through. The rail-
road follows the people and the peo-
ple follow the rhilroad in the same
way  as electricity follows chemical
action. When we made our entry for

'dand at Jack Mish Lake there were

but six or seven entries in the ten
townships surveyed and representing
64 homesteads each. To-day there are
not a dozen homesteads open for

entry and they are the refuse if there

BABY'S VITALITY.

“The vitality of infants ani young
children is as its lowest point during
the hoi weather. More childrem dic
in summer than at any other season.
This is because the little ones suffer
more {rom bowel trouble, are nervous,
weak, sleepless and irritable. Prompt
action often saves a valuable little
life. and troubles of this kind can be
prompily mel and cured by giving the
little ones Baby's Own Tablets, which
should be Kept in every home ready,
for emergencies. These Tablets speed-
ily relieve, and prompily cure all
stomach, bowel and other hot weather
ailments, and give sound, refreshing
sleep. Mrs. P. Ferguson, ‘105 Mans-
field St., Montreal, says: "My baby|
was atiacked with dysentery and was
hot and feverish. I gave him Baby's
Cwn Tablets and they promptly cured
him. Before this he had been rather
delicate, but since ‘using the Tablets
he has been better and stronger im
every way.”

These Tablets can be given with an
absolute certainty that they will ‘do.
good to all children from a now. born
upwards. They coutam no opiate or
poiscnous “soothing’ stuff: Sold by
medicine dealers or mailed at 25 cents
a box by writing direct to Dr., Wil-
liams’ Medicine Co., Brockville, Ont.

e el e
Hatits, soft and pliant at [irst, are
like some coral stones, which are easi-
1y cut when first quarried, but soon
become hard as adamant.

—————e.

—“Blood will Tell,” of its own im-
purity when blotches and incrusta-
tions mark the skin. Weaver’s Cer-
ate and Weaver's Syrup make " short
work of blood and skin troubles.

e e e
“Some people seem to think they fall
into luck when they fall into debt..
SESEESE Lpheeicy ;
Monkey Brand Soap makes copper Tike
gold, tin like silver, crockery like marble,
and windows like crystal u
e ——
Many women become tiresome by
trying to appear ingenious.
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3 Dr. Holmes Writes a Delightful Descriptive

i Letter to The Planet—Picturesque Scenes and

i Alluring Associations. .
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To the Editor of.The Planet :

The beauty of the Rhine and of the
adjacent country has been the theme
of all travellers, and certainly no de-
seription can adequately convey an
idea of this charming part of Europe.
The river itself is very beautiful, but
this is greatly enhanced by the fine
scenery along its course, especially
that part from Mayence to Coblenz.
We left the former handsome city on
the morning of May 29th, by steamer,
and soon found ourselves ghding be-
tween rich vineyards, delightful val-
leys and picturesque bluffs that fol-
lowed in rapid succession and con-
stantly delighted.the eye by ihe ever
changing beauty of the panorama.
Hills on each side ef the river rise
fr8m the water’s edge, and Lheir steep
sides are terraced to the very sum-
mit and planted with vineyards, for
it is along this part that i(he famous
-Rhenish wines are produced in such
perfection. Soon we came in sight of
Bingen, a name rendered familiar by
Mrs Norton’s fine, pathetic poem,
‘“Bingen on the Rhine,” and as I sat
apart with Mrs. Holmes and Edith re-
citing the story of the “Soldier of the'

Legion,” we soon became ihe centre
of a little circle of listeners, who
were evidently familiar with the

“mournful story” of th: dying soldier,
and pleased to hear it told as we
viewed {he very scene of his sad recol-
lections. At frequent intervals,
perched on steep bluffs, are ruins of
ancient castles that have a very im9
posing appearance, and speak plainly
of bygcne times, when feudal rule was
the order of the day and when every
feudal magnate maintained his rights
by the sword. How many tales of
bloodshed, rapine and injustice, inter-
spersed with revelry, wine and wassail
could these old walls relate! And
doubtless, too, they could tell of love
and sacrifice, and of deeds of daring
and days of happiness. These good

ready to explain places of interest as
our elegant steamer glides by, and
all feeling a commendable pride in
the history of the past and in the
united fatherland of to-day. British

:and Germans may be pardoned a

friendly rivalry in all that is worth
striving for, but every friend of eith-
er must regret thal such a spirit of
rivalry should ever assume the char-
acter of jealousy or bitterness, and
so mar the prospect of a nobler and
h'zher civilization that surely lies im
the future for both.

When in Paris we had stood on the
very spot where Louis XV. and his
charming queen had been sacrificed to
the cruel spirit of the French revolu-
tion, and now as we eamec in sight of
Coblenz sad memories of that awful
and bioody period of French history
arose vividly to my mind, for it was
to this place that the king and queen
made their fruitless attempt to es-
cape {from the reigan of terror, and
when 2lmost in sight of this haven of
refuge they were seized and taken
back to meet every indignity at the
hands of the mob end to die by the
guillotine with so many others of the
noblest and best of France.

Below Coblenz the scenery becomes
less picturesque, but the country
mcre fertile, and everywhere one sees
evidence of industry and thrift, so
characteristic of the German people—
qualities thalt make them such desir-
able citizens wherever their lot is
cast. A Canpadian cannot help wishing
that the tide of German emigration
going on every year might be directed
to our shores, where their zeal and in-
dustry, their technical skill and their

general uprightness of character
would ensure their prosperity and
would aid so much in the develop-

ment of this our beloved heritage.
Our trip down the Rhine was one
of the pleasantest experiences of our
European tour, and the beauty -of the
scenery, the polite and refined man-
ners of the people we met in the vars
ious cities where we stopped, and the
beautifu! works of art that adorn the

old days, if good they were, are gone
forever and the places that krew thom
have donned the garb of 20th century |
civilization, and instead of grim,
mail-clad barons, onc meets only po-

lite. weli clad, well educaled, and

comfortable looking Germans, ever !

squares and enrich the galleries, will
remain in our minds an caduring
source of pleasure, and I am sure will
lend added interest to all we read and
hear of Germany, and especially of
this delightful part of it.

. K, HOLMES

Of Making
Customers

Is to offer you the shoes
most desired just when you
need them. The vacation
season is on. Good com-
fortable shoesare needed for
vacation wear, for shore,
country, mountain, tennis
and base ball, as well as for
dress. In our stock you'll

fined an unlimited supply of vacation shoes combining comfort,

economy and perfect fit.

Let us supply you Trunks and Valises, in all
styles and at modest prices.

J. L. CAMPBELL,,

Boston Shoe Store, -

North Side King St. “
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Stoves,
Hammocks,
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SWEEPING SALE.

O°/, Reduction

—ON ALL—

Refrigerators, Blue Flame 0il
Ice Cream Freezers,

Screen Doors,

and other lines of summer goods.
Object is to clean out these lines,

WESTMA

Big Hardware and
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B. R, SMITE CHRIS, SNITH
SMITH & SMITH
FIRE, LIFE & ACCIDENT INSURANCE
Companies. Money to loan at 4} and 5

Ber cent, xe-l estate for sale or exchange.
mce up stairs mext to Baikie's Photo

'l'm 167 CHATHAM,ONT
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These bargains are at

Implement House,
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Money to Loan
—ON MORTGAGES—

4 1=2 and B per cent.
Liberal Terms nd privileges to
Borrowers. Apply to
LEWIS & mmmnu :
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