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Q That no <loubt in a very important- (|Ut!atioii !

A. If tli(' oliil(lif!n iranio to uuilerstiind tlio Kiit,'li.-li lan^uaj,'o hnttfir, ami learnt it

bettor, it would bo better for them to do it throu-,'h the medium of WrUh.

Q. In your present sehool wliicli would you prefer to use if you were free ,'

A. If friH- to do as I thought best 1 would teach tliem Kngli.sh and Welsh setuences
!is a niean.s of increasing,' tlieir vocabulary of Ktiglish wurds, and to express themselves in
English. I think there ought to be a chance for (he teacher to use the Welsh languagi'
astlie medium of giving instruction to the children in Engiisli.

Q. If you were perf(!ctly free, would you teacli tlie children using the Welsh language
in S|)eaking to them t

A. Yes, but only so far as they were unal)le to understand tne in Knglish. Det'ero
the revised code I used an English and Welsh handlxjok, with Knglish sentences on one
aide and Welsh on the otlii;r. TIk! children had a nuuil)er of sentences tu commit to
memory as a home lesson and sometimes m school. Thi! next day the teacher would give
a senteiKM! in English or Welsh, and tlie cliildren had to repeat the equivalent, or some-
tiines they were required to write them. Oare was taken to explain tlie ditlerence in the
construction of tlie sentences. I have no doubt children learnt more English by tliat

method thai, they do under the present system.

Q. The children who come to the infant school come not speaking a word of English,
I suppose?

A. Not a word. ;

Q. In how short a time are they able to speak English 1

A. It is very difficult to say that : they are not able to speak English until they
are, .say, in the Sixth or Seventh Standard.

Q. Do they come to the infant school generally when they are five years old

!

A. When they are three years old.

Q. Do you find that at the time when they come into your school at the age of seven,

when they leave llio infant school they can speak English fairly ?

A. No.

Q. Can they understand an easy English reading-book ?

A. No, not even in the Tiiird Standard.

Q. They can understand something of it, I suppose ?

A. Yes, of course.

(.}. Do you think that liy the time the children were lO or II years of a 'e in the
Third or Fourth standard, they would umlerstand more English if you had been generally
teaching them in Welsh and teaching the English us a foreign language you yourself
spealving Welsh I

A. Yes, lo understand it, but not to speak it. My opinion is that English should
not he the, s]ioken language of the school.

tl lai youQ. Then do you tliink that you cm taach them more English in the timr
hava by th(! present method tiian if you spoke to them in Welsh ?

A. Yes, T can cram more English into them.

Q. I am simply questioning you now as to how you would most easily teach the
children English, and [ ask whether the children would be better able to understand and
to speak English at 10 or 11 years of age if during the yeari up to that tipie you had
been teaching them in school in the Welsh language '<

A. I b(>licv« they would understand much better, but would not be able to speak
unless we had more time than we have at pre.sent.
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